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We know that two-thirds of asbestos
plaintiffs have no symptoms whatso-
ever and they are flooding the courts
to protect their rights in case they get
sick sometime in the future. Mean-
while, plaintiffs who are sick are left
behind. This has been a key point that
the trial bar representing actually in-
jured plaintiffs has raised.

But the financial uncertainty of as-
bestos liability is probably causing the
greatest cost. Already 70 companies
have gone into bankruptcy court, and
there are approximately 900 publicly
traded companies now facing asbestos
lawsuits. If Congress does not act this
year, we estimate 800 companies will go
bankrupt over this issue. This, accord-
ing to the National Economic Research
Association and Rand Institute study,
has cost Americans 60,000 jobs so far,
and will cost 423,000 jobs in the future.

The system that we are under now
has very uncertain results. Robert
York has no symptoms and collected
$1,200 in his asbestos lawsuit. Half went
to his lawyer. William Sullivan had un-
defined asbestos exposure and collected
$350,000, with his lawyer’s contingency
being undisclosed. Ken Ronnfeldt had
exposure to asbestos and collected
$2,500, half going to his lawyer; whereas
Ron Huber, who had asbestos-related
illness, collected only $14,000, and is ap-
pealing, rightly, his case.

I think the time is now for asbestos
liability reform. | think this is a crit-
ical issue, not just to make sure that
actual victims truly suffering con-
sequences are compensated, but also
that we remove this cloud of liability
from America’s companies that is de-
pressing the value of the retirement
savings of millions of Americans.

The test comes in 2 days before the
Senate Judiciary Committee. My hope
is that we have a bipartisan agreement
to move asbestos liability reform
through the Senate, and then it will be
time for the House to act.

———

HONORING THE PUBLIC SERVICE
OF DAVID LIZARRAGA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ROYBAL-
ALLARD) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker,
I rise on the 35th anniversary of the
East Los Angeles Community Union to
recognize its president and CEO, David
Lizarraga, and to commend TELACU
on the 20th anniversary of its scholar-
ship program.

TELACU is a nonprofit community
development corporation dedicated to
rebuilding the East Los Angeles com-
munity. Despite complex challenges,
TELACU'’s approach is simple: to pro-
vide people with the tools for self-em-
powerment and self-sufficiency and to
create opportunities to use those tools
to improve their lives.

Under the leadership of Mr.
Lizarraga, TELACU has become the
largest, most successful Hispanic com-
munity and economic corporation in
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the Nation. With nearly $400 million in
assets, TELACU has created thousands
of jobs, brought affordable hopes to un-
told numbers of families, leveraged
millions of dollars in small business
loans, and, most importantly, provided
numerous educational opportunities
for young people and veterans, not only
in my congressional district, but
throughout the United States.

As a prominent national Latino lead-
er, Mr. Lizarraga is a leading voice in
the revitalization of inner-city commu-
nities and a beacon of hope for young
people searching for a path to a bright-
er future.

Mr. Lizarraga is an example of the
American spirit through which dedi-
cated, hardworking, and enterprising
individuals do not just get ahead, but,
in striving for a better life for them-
selves, they empower others to realize
the American dream.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to ac-
knowledge TELACU and Mr. Lizarraga
for their dedication to creating jobs
and opportunities in our communities,
and to wish them continued success for
many years to come.

————————

TAX CUT STEALING FROM
FUTURE GENERATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SoLlIs) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, tonight |
rise to speak on behalf of future gen-
erations of Americans. The needs of
these children, and their children, are
clear. They need a strong economy,
quality education, health care and a
clean environment.

The $350 billion tax cut passed by
House Republicans provides none of
this. In fact, the tax cut steals from
the future to feed the greedy of today.

Last-minute changes made by Repub-
licans will prevent families, like this
one, with incomes of less than $26,000,
who have 11.9 million children, from re-
ceiving the child tax credit. In fact, 1
out of every 4 families in my district in
California will get no child tax credit.

Working families, like the one pic-
tured here, who told me how hard they
are working just to provide basic needs
for their children, will get nothing.
House Republicans claim they could
not fit these families into their tax
cut. Somehow they found plenty of
room, however, to allow corporations
such as Enron to continue to hide $50
billion in offshore tax shelters.

How can | go back to my district and
tell families such as this one that their
children will get no tax relief because
Republicans chose to protect corporate
tax shelters instead?

In the Republican plan to rob the fu-
ture, millionaires get $90,000 in tax
cuts, while working families like this
one, who build and invigorate our econ-
omy, will get next to nothing.

For example, 47 percent of the people
in my State of California will get a
total tax cut of less than $100. One hun-
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dred dollars does not go too far in Cali-
fornia, which has some of the highest
costs of living in the country; 140,000 of
those families in my district will get
no child tax credit, and many of these
families saw their sons and daughters
and fathers and mothers go off to the
war. Across the country, there are
250,000 children of active duty military
families, such as these, that will re-
ceive no child tax credit.

These families all sacrifice when we
ask them to protect future generations
of Americans. How can | go home and
tell these families that their own and
future generations will get nothing be-
cause Republicans would not even sac-
rifice a few thousand dollars of the mil-
lionaire’s $93,000 tax cut?

Families in my district and across
the country suffer from rapidly in-
creasing rates of asthma and res-
piratory disease. How can | tell them
the pollution that compromises their
health will only get worse because Re-
publicans made room for $100,000 tax
breaks for the largest, most polluting
SUVs?

These same families, along with fam-
ilies of 9.2 million children across the
country, already cannot get relief for
their children because they have no
health insurance. How can | tell them
that we could have provided this cov-
erage, but instead Republicans chose to
create a $350 billion tax cut that goes
mostly to the wealthy?

Everywhere we look we see future
generations in peril. We have schools
that need $300 billion in maintenance
and repair, a No Child Left Behind Act
that is short $9.7 billion, 44 million peo-
ple with no health care, basic water in-
frastructure in critical decline, and 9
million people unemployed.

With a $400 billion deficit and 100,000
jobs lost from the economy each
month, we have few resources and lit-
tle time to deal with this problem. Yet
Republicans spend our time forcing
through a tax plan that primarily helps
millionaires, offshore tax haven, and
large SUVs.

This is nothing short of a crime. The
future has been stolen from future gen-
erations, like this family.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Connecticut (Ms.
DELAURO) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. DELAURO addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

PUTTING THE PRIVILEGED FEW
AHEAD OF WORKING FAMILIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, hard-
working families need a break more
than anyone in this country, especially
since they are bearing the brunt of this
very weak economy. But, for some rea-
son, the Republican leadership feels
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that the privileged few are more impor-
tant than the 12 million children who
are left out of the Republican tax cut.
That is just plain wrong.

Voices across the Nation are speak-
ing out, and they are speaking out
loudly, and in overwhelming numbers
they are in support of increasing the
child tax credit and making it perma-
nent, especially for those 12 million
children who were left out of the recent
tax package.

0 2015

That is why President Bush is finally
urging the House to follow suit with
the other body so he can sign legisla-
tion that will restore tax credits for
lower income families and put this bad
and actually embarrassing decision be-
hind him. Why is the Republican lead-
ership dragging their feet here in the
House when we can help American fam-
ilies now?

Well, Mr. Speaker, | know it is im-
portant that we swiftly extend the
child tax credit to lower-income fami-
lies. It should not, however, be part of
another broad package that extends
even more benefits to the wealthy.

We must pass a clean bill, a bill that
solves the injustice that has been done
to these hard-working families. Our
priority should be the 12 million for-
gotten children, not more tax breaks
for the rich.

Mr. Speaker, how am | supposed to
go back to my district and tell a moth-
er from Santa Rosa, California, located
in the 6th Congressional district of
California that | represent, just north
of San Francisco across the Golden
Gate Bridge, tell her that according to
the House Republican leadership that
her job at Head Start does not con-
tribute enough into the tax system to
deserve an increase through the child
tax credit? This mother, whose name is
Cori, is the head of one of the 6.5 mil-
lion families that pays Federal, State,
and local taxes; yet she has been left
out of the recent increase to the child
tax credit. Cori overcame the obstacles
of being a single parent. She did it
without a support system and she did it
with very little money. After turning
to the Head Start program for help, she
went back to school and became a Head
Start teacher to give back to the pro-
gram that she thought and felt and
knew saved her.

How do | explain to Cori that her
hard work is not worth rewarding, that
she does not give enough to the system
to deserve a break? | ask my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle where is
the compassion for Cori and her chil-
dren?

It is time that we help working fami-
lies like Cori so they can balance their
responsibilities of earning a living and
meeting family demands. Our priority
today should be expanding the child
tax credit for lower-income families.
Passing it can be the first step in re-
versing a very serious wrong.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to restore
compassion to our Nation’s families,
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rather than our Nation’s millionaires.
American families need to know we
have not forgotten them. The 12 mil-
lion children that have been ignored by
the Republican leadership need to
know that they are important.

I demand that the Republican leader-
ship in the House act now and extend
the child tax credit to those who need
it the most: our children. Our children,
25 percent of our Nation, 100 percent of
our future.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FEENEY). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

AMERICA OPPOSES THE REPUB-
LICAN “LEAVE 12 MILLION CHIL-
DREN BEHIND” ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HONDA) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to-
night to protest the Republicans’ tax
cut bill, the Leave 12 Million Children
Behind Act.

Soon after this tax bill was passed, it
was discovered that the Republicans
deliberately chose to drop a provision
that would have helped 12 million chil-
dren living in moderate-income work-
ing families. Among these children left
behind are 1 million children of active
duty military.

Mr. Speaker, let me make this clear.
Leaving 12 million children behind was
not a last-minute oversight; it was a
deliberate decision by the Republicans.
As our Nation struggles through a
Bush recession, Congress has a respon-
sibility to do what is right for families
who may need a little extra help, and it
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is obvious that the Republicans are
shirking this responsibility.

The most shocking part of the Re-
publican decision is its impact on fami-
lies in the military. Many enlisted men
and women make far less than $26,000
per year. As a result, their children
will not be eligible for the family tax
credit. It is clear from this callous de-
nial of assistance that the Republicans’
priorities lie with tax cuts for the
wealthy, not with the livelihoods of
working families and our servicemen
and women in the armed services.
These priorities are clearly out of step
with the American people.

Mr. Speaker, Democrats are working
to help these families. Democrats have
introduced legislation that restores
these benefits to all working families
and ensures that our men and women
in the military are not denied tax relief
while they are fighting in Iraq.

However, the Republican majority re-
fuses to even consider this legislation.
According to the Republican majority
leader, ““There’s a lot of things,” he
says, ‘‘that are more important than
that.”

Well, Mr. Speaker, | disagree; and |
join my Democratic colleagues today
to once again urge the Republican lead-
ership to restore the child tax credit to
all working families. Democrats will
continue to fight so Congress can fulfill
its promise to truly leave no child be-
hind.

———————

AERONAUTICS INDUSTRY FACING
IMPORTANT CHALLENGES AF-
FECTING AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. INSLEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, | come to-
night to address an emerging issue that
Congress is going to need to deal with,
and that is the challenges to one of our
most important industries in America,
and that is the aeronautics industry.

Right now this portion of our econ-
omy from an export standpoint is prob-
ably the most successful in our econ-
omy, and a large percentage of our ex-
port surplus, to the extent it exists,
arises from our exports of airplanes.
The company, largely located in my
neck of the woods in Washington State,
Boeing, is the largest net exporter of
products in our country and is the larg-
est contributor to a potential surplus
that we have; and it has over 150,000
employees and 26,000 suppliers that are
located in all 50 States. This is an in-
dustry of enormous importance to our
trade balance and to job creation in
this Nation.

But unfortunately, because of the un-
toward practices of some European na-
tions associated with Airbus, that in-
dustry is threatened; and it is threat-
ened because contrary to well-accepted
trading rules in a rules-based trading
relationship, Airbus is taking advan-
tage of a significant number of na-
tional subsidies for their program.
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