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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. TERRY).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 25, 2003.

I hereby appoint the Honorable LEE TERRY
to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

—————

PRAYER

The Reverend Michael J. Greer, Pas-
tor, Good Shepherd Catholic Church,
Miami, Florida, offered the following
prayer:

O gracious God, extend Your guid-
ance and inspiration over this legisla-
tive body. May they find the ways and
means to extend assistance to those in
need, appropriate, equitably, and build
up foreign relations to promote trust
in a spirit of collaboration. Deliver the
United States from violence and those
things that divide so that we may be
more faithful to the words we so often
say, one Nation under God.

And as we are so fortunate to be able
to speak and to act freely, yet respon-
sibly, may they encourage that right
here and everywhere so as to promote
liberty and justice for all.

And so bless these Members, and as
they receive suggestions from their
constituents, so may they also receive
the support they need from the people
they represent and work for and be as-
sured of Your providential care in their
lives and for this Nation. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BEREU-
TER) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BEREUTER led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING THE REVEREND
MICHAEL J. GREER

(Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of
Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct
pleasure and truly an honor this morn-
ing to welcome to the United States
House of Representatives my friend,
Father Michael Greer. Michael Greer is
truly a wonderful human being and our
community in South Florida is so very
privileged that he lives and works with
us.

Father Greer has been a teacher of
theology. He possesses extraordinary
academic credentials, with degrees in
theological and liturgical studies from
various institutions of higher learning,
including the University of Notre
Dame in South Bend, Indiana, Father
Greer’s hometown. Father Greer has
taught at the St. Vincent De Paul
Seminary and Florida International
University. But most of all Michael
Greer has become known and beloved
in our community by and through his
work as the pastor of the Good Shep-
herd Catholic Church in Miami for the
last 16 years.

The Good Shepherd community has
flourished during Father Greer’s years

there. Love, compassion and mercy to-
ward our fellow human beings are not
only practiced at Good Shepherd, their
presence there is perceived by our en-
tire diverse community.

Michael Greer does not only believe
in diversity, he lives it each day in his
work, including his constant visits to
the sick and his masses, in English,
Spanish and Creole.

Good Shepherd now has a wonderful
school, also. We are privileged today to
have the presence as well of the
school’s distinguished principal, Dr.
Maria Elena Lopez.

Mr. Speaker, the Congress of the
United States is honored today by the
visit of a humble and great man, Fa-
ther Michael Greer of Miami.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 10 one-minutes per
side.

———

WAR CRIMES IN BELGIUM

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, should the
United States allow its military and
political leaders like General Tommy
Franks, Colin Powell and Vice Presi-
dent CHENEY to be tried for war crimes
in Belgium? Some bureaucrats in Bel-
gium would like to think so. Trying to
be a player on the world stage, it
adopted a universal jurisdiction law
supposedly giving Belgian courts juris-
diction over war crimes committed
anywhere in the world. Defense Sec-
retary Rumsfeld did the right thing by
saying we would not spend taxpayer
money to support the new NATO head-
quarters in a country that could pros-
ecute our soldiers and leaders. Maybe
it is time that we even think of moving
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the NATO headquarters to a more
friendly country.

Belgium should not turn its legal
system into a platform for divisive po-
liticized lawsuits against her own
NATO allies. No civilian or military
leader could go to Brussels without
fear of harassment from Belgium’s
courts enforcing spurious charges
against them. The bureaucrats in Brus-
sels and around the world who think
they can wield unlimited global judi-
cial power without being elected by
anyone should be stopped.

——
IN SUPPORT OF DEBT RELIEF

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to urge my colleagues to support legis-
lation | have introduced with the gen-
tleman from lowa (Mr. LEACH), H.R.
2482, the Iraqi Freedom from Debt Act.
This bill will require the United States
to negotiate in the International Mone-
tary Fund and World Bank for these in-
stitutions to relieve the debt owed
them by Irag. This legislation also in-
cludes a sense of Congress that France
and Russia and all other creditors
should relieve the debts owed by Iraqg.

While estimates of Iraq’s debt range
from one hundred billion to several
hundred billion, the combined debt
owed the IMF and World Bank is just
$150 million. These institutions have
the resources to relieve this debt, set-
ting an important precedent for the
rest of the world.

The case for debt relief in Iraq is es-
pecially compelling, given the fact that
much of the debt can be characterized
as odious. Odious debt is recognized as
debt that is taken on by a country for
the personal benefit of corrupt leaders
or for the oppression of a people.

By taking the lead on debt relief, the
U.S. has an opportunity to boost the
Iragi economy and to prove to the
world that a major reason for U.S. ac-
tion in Iraq was to benefit the Iraqi
people.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

———
U.S.-EU SUMMIT IMPORTANT

(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, today
this city is the site of the annual U.S.-
EU summit. Leaders of the European
Union are here meeting with President
Bush and members of his administra-
tion in order to strengthen trans-
atlantic relations and to work on a
common agenda which seeks solutions
to issues within this relationship.

A balanced and well-defined U.S.-EU
relationship is critical to global peace
and stability. Although the difficult
debate over Iraq presented yet another
challenge to the relationship between
the United States and Europe, it re-
mains clear to this Member that a
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strong, mature transatlantic relation-
ship is critical to the long-term eco-
nomic, political and security interests
of both the United States and Europe.
And one of the central ingredients to a
successful partnership with Europe is a
stable and integrated European Union.
It is important that the EU has evolved
to become, along with NATO, one of
the two critical international organiza-
tions to achieve these objectives.

Summits such as the one today along
with legislative exchanges can serve to
reinvigorate transatlantic relations in
order that we, the United States and
the Europeans, can together meet the
global challenges we face.

————

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to urge my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle to bring to this House an
affordable and guaranteed Medicare
prescription drug benefit to seniors. So
far, my Republican colleagues have
proposed a bill that does nothing to
lower the cost of prescription drugs
and actually raises seniors’ Medicare
part B deductible at a rate of eight
times higher than their Social Security
cost of living increase, which was just
1.5 percent.

Perhaps they are not hearing the
same message that | hear when | go
home and talk to my constituents. In
the cities that | represent in East Los
Angeles and in the San Gabriel Valley,
seniors are telling me that they want
an affordable and guaranteed drug ben-
efit, just like the Democratic plan.
They do not want a voucher program
that dismantles Medicare as they know
it. They simply want their medicine,
and they want a choice to be able to
keep their doctor.

Thirty-eight years ago this program
was created. So many people in our dis-
trict, the district that | represent, feel
that this is their safety net and here
we are attempting to try to privatize
it. That is the wrong thing to do while
people right now are struggling to
make ends meet. Vote down this propo-
sition that is being put forward by the
Republican Party.

———

REMEMBERING ARMY SPECIALIST
ORENTHIAL J. SMITH

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in sadness to re-
port the third death that has touched
the Second District of South Carolina
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. Twen-
ty-one-year-old Specialist Orenthial J.
Smith paid the ultimate sacrifice in
the war against terrorism when he was
killed during an ambush on his convoy
south of Baghdad on Sunday. He was
born in Barnwell, South Carolina, and
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lived in nearby Martin
County.

0.J. joined the United States Army
shortly after graduating from high
school with the intent on making the
military his lifelong career. Stationed
in Dexheim, Germany, with the 123rd
Maintenance Support Battalion, Spe-
cialist Smith was a leader with a great
potential. While in Germany, he grad-
uated ninth out of 127 from a leader-
ship development course.

I ask all of my colleagues to join me
in extending to O.J.’s family our most
sincere thanks for their son’s sacrifice
and commitment to bringing liberty
and freedom to the oppressed people of
Iraqg while protecting the American
public in the war against terrorism.

In conclusion, may God bless our
troops.

in Allendale

————

WAS AMERICA MISLED ON IRAQ’S
WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION?

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today
the House will consider an amendment
to H.R. 2417 which will direct the In-
spector General of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency to conduct an audit of
all telephone records and electronic
communications between the CIA and
the Office of the Vice President that
relate to so-called weapons of mass de-
struction obtained or developed by Iraq
preceding Operation lragi Freedom. |
have introduced this amendment to ob-
tain the Vice President’s records in re-
sponse to a June 5 article in the Wash-
ington Post which reported that the
Vice President made multiple visits to
the CIA by which some analysts felt
pressured to make their assessments
on lraq fit with Bush administration
policy objectives.

This administration has repeatedly
claimed they had evidence which
proved that Iraq had vast stockpiles of
weapons of mass destruction that posed
an imminent threat to the United
States. Americans remember that this
administration cited their evidence of
Irag’s weapons as reason to go to war.

It has been over 3 months since the
start of the war. No such weapons have
been found. Has there been a massive
intelligence failure on the part of all
our intelligence agencies? Or has this
administration deliberately misled this
Nation to war? Either way, there needs
to be an investigation.

My amendment would uncover the
role the Vice President may have
played to achieve a political trans-
lation of CIA intelligence about alleged
stockpiles of weapons of mass destruc-
tion in order to suit the Bush adminis-
tration’s campaign to push this coun-
try to war.

———
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(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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