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for expensing under section 179. Unfortu-
nately, under the new law, these provisions
are set to expire after 2005.

My legislation will repeal the 2005 sunset. If
the higher expensing limits are good for our
nation’s small businesses over the next two
years, they should be good for small busi-
nesses indefinitely.

Small businesses truly are the backbone of
our economy, representing more than half of
all jobs and economic output. We should not
take small business vitality for granted, how-
ever. Rather, our tax laws should support
small businesses in their role as the engines
of innovation, growth, and job creation.

Mr. Speaker, in difficult economic times, we
must do all we can to encourage new invest-
ment and job creation by creating certainty
and predictability for America’s small business
owners. The “Small Business Expensing Per-
manency Act of 2003” will help accomplish
this worthy goal. | applaud the administration
for its consistent leadership on this issue, and
| look forward to working with my colleagues
to enact this much-needed legislation.

———
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OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today | am introducing the Trafficking Victims
Protection Reauthorization Act of 2003, which
is intended to improve the United States ef-
forts in combating the scourge of human traf-
ficking. | am very pleased to have Congress-
men LANTOS, ranking member of the Inter-
national Relations Committee, Congressman
PiTTs and Congresswoman SLAUGHTER, join
me as original cosponsors.

According to a recently released U.S. Gov-
ernment estimate, 800,000 to 900,000 women,
children, and men fall victim to international
trafficking each year and end up prisoners of
slavery like practices in the commercial sex in-
dustry, domestic servitude, sweatshops, and
agricultural farms, among other destinations.

In October 2000, we adopted the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act (TVPA), P.L. 106-386.
As a result of that law, the U.S. Government
allocated $68.2 million last year to combat
trafficking in human beings. In the past two
years, federal prosecutors initiated prosecu-
tions of 79 traffickers—three times as many as
in the two previous years. Nearly 400 sur-
vivors of trafficking in the United States have
received assistance, facilitated by the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, to begin
recovering from their trauma and to rebuild
their shattered lives. Thanks to the efforts of
the State Department, USAID, and the spot-
light put on the issue through the annual Traf-
ficking in Persons Report, governments world-
wide have also begun taking significant ac-
tions against human trafficking.

Despite these substantive inroads, people
continue to be bought and sold in modern day
slavery. Victims continue to face obstacles in
the process of securing needed assistance.
We are not yet addressing trafficking in per-
sons as an organized crime activity. We have
not yet aggressively targeted sex tourism as a
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factor contributing to the demand for trafficked
persons in prostitution, and more specialized
research is needed.

The Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthor-
ization Act (TVPRA) would address these and
other areas of concern, would authorize fund-
ing to continue our government's efforts
against trafficking, and would build upon the
experience of implementing the TVPA to refine
U.S. laws and practices to better fulfill the in-
tent of that law. Specifically, the TVPRA would
enhance the prevention of human trafficking
by:

Requiring that U.S. Government contracts
relating to international affairs contain clauses
authorizing termination by the United States if
the contractor engages in human trafficking or
procures commercial sexual services while the
contract is in force;

Promoting innovative trafficking prevention
initiatives, such as border interdiction pro-
grams; and

Requiring airlines to inform passengers
about U.S. laws against sex tourism.

The TVPRA would enhance protections for
trafficking victims by:

Allowing Federal, State, or local law en-
forcement authorities to certify, for the purpose
of receiving benefits, that a victim of trafficking
has cooperated in the investigation or pros-
ecution of trafficking crimes;

Allowing trafficking victims to sue their traf-
fickers in U.S. courts;

Eliminating the requirement that a victim of
trafficking between the ages of 15 and 18
must cooperate with the investigation and
prosecution of his or her trafficker in order to
be eligible for a T-visa;

Allowing benefits and services available to
victims of trafficking to be available for their
family members legally entitled to join them in
United States; and

Providing for the confidentiality of T-visa ap-
plications.

The TVPRA would enhance prosecution of
trafficking-related crimes by:

Permitting federal anti-trafficking statutes to
be used to prosecute acts of trafficking involv-
ing foreign commerce or occurring in the spe-
cial maritime or territorial jurisdiction of the
United States;

Making human trafficking crimes predicate
offenses for RICO charges; and

Encouraging the use of International Law
Enforcement Academies to train foreign law
enforcement authorities, prosecutors and
members of the judiciary regarding human
trafficking.

The TVPRA would improve the U.S. Gov-
ernment’s response to trafficking by:

Encouraging critical research initiatives;

Mandating a report on Federal agencies’ im-
plementation of the TVPA;

Designating that the Director of the State
Department Office to Monitor and Combat
Trafficking shall have the rank of Ambassador-
at-Large; and

Prohibiting the use of funds to promote,
support, or advocate the legalization or prac-
tice of prostitution.

The TVPRA would reauthorize appropria-
tions for each of FY 2004 and 2005:

$4 million to the Interagency Task Force to
Monitor and Combat Trafficking;

$15 million to the Department of Health and
Human Services;

To the Secretary of State, $15 million for as-
sistance for victims in other countries; $15 mil-
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lion for programs to improve law enforcement
and prosecution; and $15 million for trafficking
prevention initiatives;

$300,000 to the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe for trafficking pre-
vention and legal reform programs;

$15 million to the Department of Justice for
assistance to victims in the United States and
$250,000 for anti-trafficking training activities
at the International Law Enforcement Acad-
emies (ILEASs);

$15 million to the President for foreign vic-
tim assistance (prevention activities); $15 mil-
lion for assistance to foreign countries to meet
the minimum standards to combat trafficking;
$300,000 for research; and $250,000 for anti-
trafficking training activities at the ILEAs; and

$10 million to the Department of Labor.

Mr. Speaker, the Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act of 2000 enjoyed broad, bipartisan
support in both Houses of Congress. We are
making progress in our battle against modern
day slavery, but clearly there is still much work
to be done by government authorities, by civil
society, by our faith communities, and by all
men and women of good will. As lawmakers,
we have the opportunity to make our contribu-
tion to this endeavor. | strongly urge my col-
leagues to support this commonsense reau-
thorization bill to support and enhance the
good work which has been undertaken.

————

RECOGNIZING MARY ELLEN
DESANTOS

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to an individual who has dedicated over
twenty-five years of her life to public edu-
cation, Mary Ellen DeSantos, on the occasion
of her retirement.

DeSantos’ remarkable contributions as an
educator with the Los Angeles County Office
of Education are well known. Her leadership
has proven invaluable in implementing innova-
tive approaches to improve the quality of edu-
cation for language minority students in the
Los Angeles County area utilizing the Title |
and Title VII program.

DeSantos has taken on many roles in the
private and public education sector in Arizona
and California. Over the course of twenty-five
years she has been a primary and secondary
education teacher, director of state categorical
programs, bilingual coordinator, and a voca-
tional teacher trainer.

Mary Ellen DeSantos’ hard work has en-
riched the lives of over eight thousand stu-
dents. Her numerous contributions will not be
forgotten.

———

TRIBUTE TO FABIUS-POMPEY
BOYS BASEBALL TEAM

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 26, 2003
Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the stellar Varsity Boys Baseball

Team of Fabius-Pompey High School, winners
of the Class C New York State Championship.
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