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elementary school teacher with the San Diego 
Unified School District. She may be retiring 
from teaching, but she is definitely not retiring 
as a community leader. 

Virginia was raised in Camarillo, CA. She 
was widowed while still a young woman, and 
came to San Diego in 1971. She began her 
liberal arts studies at San Diego State Univer-
sity, and it was there that I met her. 

Virginia has managed to combine her career 
as a dedicated teacher of second and third 
grade students and mother of three children 
with a second career as a San Diego Edu-
cators’ Association (SDEA) union activist and 
community leader. Over the years, she has 
been involved in more causes and struggles 
than can be mentioned here. Among them are 
opposition to the Pinochet dictatorship in 
Chile, support for victims of the death squads 
in El Salvador, support for affirmative action, 
and participation in voter registration cam-
paigns for new citizens. 

Virginia’s activism continues to the present. 
As part of the Older Women’s Project, she 
demonstrated against the invasion of Iraq. She 
is working with the San Diego labor movement 
to bring about a living wage ordinance for the 
city of San Diego. She is a leader in her labor 
union, the SDEA, having held the position of 
Human Rights Chair, an elected delegate to 
the NEA Representative Assembly in 2001, 
and is currently a member of the Political In-
volvement Committee. 

On the occasion of her retirement, Virginia 
wrote a farewell letter to the parents of her 
students. This letter expresses as well as any-
one can the reasons she tries so hard to help 
create a better world. 

The letter reads:
DEAR PARENTS: Our last day is upon us at 

Clay Elementary School. We, in Room 4, 
have been working hard to become prepared 
for the challenges ahead. These few years, 
particularly, have been trying times in news 
and heavily concentrated in the area of edu-
cation. For many of us, working more hours 
to fulfill our responsibilities for our children 
have become necessary. The world has en-
tered our homes in the news, and much of it 
is difficult for us to understand. In our 
schools, we are wondering how our children 
will fare with the problems that concern 
public education due to difficult economic 
times in the state of California. Yet, in spite 
of these extraordinary times, Room 4 stu-
dents have been working cooperatively to 
prepare for the difficult times by doing their 
part as better readers and citizens in order 
to meet those challenges. 

We have learned in reading that nonfiction 
literature—biography, science, and social 
studies—help us learn about the past in 
order to understand the present in the hopes 
of preparing for a better future. We learned 
that reading for understanding of past and 
present history helps us prepare to make 
those decisions. We are aware that this prep-
aration will help us work toward a time, 
seemingly far away, but necessary, in order 
to preserve better conditions of life for our 
families, our communities, and possibly for 
those whom we don’t know in other parts of 
the world. 

Our world needs fixing. By reading about 
the environment, we learned that many 
studies are possible to help us prepare for 
knowledge and understanding about pollu-
tion and saving our natural resources. Ca-
reers in science and math will be necessary 
for making changes in these areas of studies. 
We are beginning to understand that it is of 
great importance to understand the present, 
in the hopes of affecting the future in posi-

tive ways. Social and environmental studies 
will help us to fix and create that better 
world. 

We learned about early America and the 
struggles to build it. It took many kinds of 
citizens to change it for the better. We also 
learned that connection with other countries 
remains necessary to strengthen what we 
share now. Citizens here in America from all 
over the world are helping to enrich our way 
of life in their sharing of their cultures. Our 
students know that it is their job to con-
tinue their efforts to become those good, cre-
ative, and knowledgeable students to prepare 
for the challenges ahead. 

Thank you for your part in seeing that 
your child continues to prepare to become 
that responsible citizen that you and I hope 
will contribute to our community. I have 
been privileged, hopefully, to help chart that 
course. It is especially meaningful for me 
this year of my retirement. 

I look optimistically forward to your 
child’s educational success in the future. 

Most Sincerely, 
VIRGINIA FRANCO, 

3rd Grade Teacher.

This letter speaks to her commitment to the 
children she is teaching and to the larger com-
munity. Our world would be a better place if 
we all were as dedicated as Virginia. As she 
retires, I want to acknowledge a woman of 
conviction, dedicated both to her love of 
teaching and to her belief in the importance of 
individuals working to make a difference in this 
world. 

My best wishes go to my good friend, Vir-
ginia Franco.

f 

COMMENDING LEONARD R. 
TOTORA 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
great pride and admiration to commend Leon-
ard R. Totora for his service in the United 
States Army. 

At this time of conflict, stories like those of 
Mr. Totora remind us of the courage the mem-
bers of our Armed Forces have always dis-
played and continue to display on a daily 
basis. They are a testament to the dedication, 
honor and strength of the men and women in 
uniform. They deserve to be praised for gen-
erations to come. 

After enlisting in the army at the age of 17, 
Mr. Totora attended the Army School of Pho-
tography and then spent two years in Europe 
as a member of the Signal Corps, filming mo-
tion pictures for the military. With the outbreak 
of the Korean War in 1950, Mr. Totora was 
assigned to General MacArthur’s headquarters 
in Japan. 

In Korea, Mr. Totora served above and be-
yond the call of duty when he volunteered to 
jump 35 miles behind enemy lines with the 
187th Airborne Rangers. Unfortunately, with 
no prior parachuting experience or training, 
Mr. Totora suffered severe injuries to his right 
leg and ankle. Knowing hove important the 
footage he was capturing was, Mr. Totora ini-
tially refused medical treatment and remained 
with the 187th Airborne Rangers for many 
more hours. 

Upon hearing the news of his heroic effort 
on the battlefield, UN Supreme Commander 

General Ridgeway awarded Mr. Totora para-
trooper wings with a Battle Star. In addition to 
his paratrooper wings, Mr. Totora was award-
ed the Bronze Star for bravery against the 
enemy. 

I commend Mr. Leonard Totora for his dedi-
cation and service to his country and for the 
bravery, honor and valor he displayed during 
his service in the Army.
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Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow, alum-
ni of Woodrow Wilson High School Class of 
1958 will congregate in Beckley, West Vir-
ginia. They gather to celebrate the 45 years 
passing after the graduation of 343 students. 

My alma matter, Woodrow Wilson High 
School, so named in 1917, traces its roots to 
July 13, 1900. The school mascot is a flying 
bald eagle and the enrollment of the school is 
identified as the Flying Eagles. As the bald 
eagle is a majestic bird, it is also an inde-
pendent creature. Eagles nest but they do not 
flock. It was therefore preordained that the 
alumni of this school separate and spread to 
the four corners of our great Nation and be-
yond. 

The year 1958 represents a very different 
time with American citizens living under dif-
ferent standards. The Universal Military Train-
ing Act defined one of those standards. Under 
this Act, able-bodied male citizens past the 
age of 18 years were subject to six years of 
military training and duty. The United States 
Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps 
thereby benefited with the coming of age by 
Woodrow Wilson alumni. One chapter of the 
military contribution made by the Class of 
1958 can be found in the Vietnam War. West 
Virginia sacrificed more sons on a per capita 
basis in the Vietnam War effort than any other 
state in the Union. Vietnam in wartime was 
where some 1958 graduates celebrated their 
10th year beyond graduation. By the end of 
the Vietnam War, these alumni had returned 
to their homes and families, except one. This 
Flying Eagle was reported as missing-in-action 
on May 16, 1966, when the AC–47 gun ship 
he was navigating failed to return from a mis-
sion. At the time of his last action, the young 
man who had interrupted his studies at West 
Virginia University to serve his country held 
the rank of 1st Lieutenant in the United States 
Air Force. When the exchange of prisoners of 
war took place following the Vietnam War, this 
airman was not among the repatriated. During 
the following years, the airman’s mother was 
encouraged by our government not to relin-
quish hope. She mailed letters and packages 
for years. None of the letters or packages 
were either acknowledged or returned. During 
these same years, the airman received post-
humous promotions up to the rank of major. 
The mystery surrounding this Class of 1958 
Flying Eagle was not resolved until November 
24, 1999, when his recovered remains were 
positively identified. His remains, along with 
the remains of seven additional crewmembers 
on the ill-fated military aircraft, were obtained 
from the crash site during three separate col-
lections during 1995, 1996, and 1997. The re-
covered remains of all eight crewmembers 
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were scant, as the plane had been consumed 
by flames upon crashing, followed by more 
than 30 years of deterioration in a jungle envi-
ronment. 

During the 34th year following his last day 
on Earth, this Woodrow Wilson High School 
alumnus was buried in Arlington National 
Cemetery, in common with the limited remains 
of his fellow crewmembers. Every Class of 
1958 Woodrow Wilson High School classmate 
who served honorably in this Nation’s Armed 
Forces gave something, but this one airman 
gave all for his country and in a greater sense, 
his family and his classmates. The Woodrow 
Wilson High School Class of 1958 alumni 
gathering in Beckley, West Virginia tomorrow 
wish to honor this classmate, Major George 
Winton Thompson, by having his name placed 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, as evidence 
he has yet to be forgotten. I hereby honor that 
request, as this is the first class reunion that 
the group has known the outcome of Major 
Thompson’s story.
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Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
today to join my good friend Congressman 
JACK QUINN in introducing important legislation 
to help address an issue in our Nation that is 
only starting to receive national attention—
grandparents raising their grandchildren. 

According to recent data from the Census 
Bureau, the number of intergenerational fami-
lies increased more than fifty percent between 
1990 and 1998. It is estimated that more than 
2.5 million grandparents across America are 
raising their grandchildren. Many of these chil-
dren have parents who have passed away, 
are in prison, or are suffering from drug or al-
cohol addictions, while some have been taken 
out of abusive homes. 

These intergenerational families or 
‘‘Grandfamilies’’ live in rural areas, inner cities 
and suburbs. They come from all races and 
ethnicities, and live in every State in the Na-
tion. Many of these grandparents survive on 
fixed incomes—social security, a small pen-
sion—and face not only the rising cost of pre-
scription drugs, but also the cost of diapers, 
baby formula, toys, and school clothes. 

Unfortunately, our Nation’s housing policy 
has not kept up with the unique needs of 
these families. There are very few housing de-
velopments specifically designed for 
intergenerational families. The Grandfamilies 
House in Boston, Massachusetts in my Con-
gressional District offers apartments with spe-
cial features for both grandparents and chil-
dren, including childproof kitchen cabinets and 
handicapped-accessible bathrooms. There are 
also activities for seniors and children, an out-
door playground and an on-site computer lab. 

I am introducing the LEGACY Act in re-
sponse to the growing number of communities 
throughout the Nation that have been working 
to build on the model of the Grandfamilies 
House in Boston. The title of the legislation 
was inspired by an Academy Award nomi-

nated documentary film chronicling the life of 
a grandmother raising her grandchildren and 
their struggle to move out of a Chicago hous-
ing project.

The legislation creates demonstration pro-
grams through both the Section 8 Housing 
Certificate Fund and the Section 202 Elderly 
Housing program. These demonstration 
projects will enable housing developers and 
advocacy groups additional flexibility in secur-
ing financing for this housing and providing 
ongoing services to intergenerational families. 

In addition, the LEGACY Act clarifies that 
grandparents raising their grandchildren are 
eligible for family unification assistance, allows 
access to fair housing funds for education and 
outreach efforts about the legal issues sur-
rounding many of these families. It also directs 
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to provide specialized training for their 
employees focused on grandparent- and other 
relative-headed families. Many grandparents 
do not have access to the services they and 
their grandchildren need. These training and 
outreach efforts will help raise the awareness 
of the unique issues these families face each 
day. 

While this bill is a small step in recognizing 
the tremendous contributions of these grand-
parents, it is my hope that it will help bring this 
issue greater recognition. Affordable housing 
is only one of the many challenges these cou-
rageous grandparents face as they raise the 
next generation of Americans. Please join me 
in supporting these families by supporting the 
LEGACY Act.
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Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in recognition of Stuart Cohen, a 
highly respected Emergency Transportation 
Specialist and Regional Emergency Planner 
for the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
Eastern Region. Stuart recently announced his 
retirement after 33 years of public service dur-
ing which he was a pioneer in the fields of 
emergency planning and environmental pro-
tection. 

Upon his graduation from Empire State Col-
lege, Stuart began 27 years of employment for 
the United States Postal Service where he 
held many positions including Superintendent 
of Postal Operations and Safety Specialist. 
After his time with the Postal Service, Stuart 
joined the U.S. Coast Guard to serve as an 
Occupational Safety and Health Specialist, 
making many contributions to safety, including 
the development of the first consolidated 
Coast Guard electronic safety and health man-
ual. 

After his tenure with the Coast Guard, Stu-
art continued to serve his country through the 
FAA’s Eastern Region. With the FAA, Stuart 
held many positions including Regional Emer-
gency Planner and Environmental Protection 
Specialist. Stuart’s many achievements with 
the FAA highlight his commitment to safety 
and the preservation of our environment. Stu-
art provided emergency’s support at the 1996 
Olympic games in Atlanta, led a support team 
during the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency’s (FEMA) 1998 Exercise, and man-
aged Department of Transportation responses 
to major disasters. Stuart’s commitment to the 
environment is just as impressive. He chaired 
the FAA Regional Environmental Network, au-
thored the FAA Environmental Policy Manual, 
and met with airline industry official regarding 
environmental issues. 

Stuart has received many honors and 
awards during his distinguished career. Most 
notably, Stuart’s courageous and selfless re-
sponse to the terrorist acts of September 11, 
2001 earned him the FEMA Award for Service 
and the State of Virginia Award for Service. 

While serving his country, Stuart has kept 
an active private life. He has been and con-
tinues to be involved in a number of organiza-
tions including the Nassau County Auxiliary 
Police, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, and Volun-
teer Firefighters. 

In his 33 years of public service, Stuart 
Cohen’s dedication to public safety and envi-
ronmental protection has helped shaped the 
great nation we live in today and made the 
country a safer, cleaner place for all. The peo-
ple of the Fourth District of New York and all 
Americans thank him for his hard work.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Ms. ESHOO. I was absent June 4th through 
12th for a family emergency. Had I been here, 
I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on roll call votes 
237–241, 246–251, 256, 259–264, 267–271, 
and 275 and ‘‘no’’ on roll call votes 236, 242–
245, 252–255, 257–258, 265–266, and 272–
274.
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EDITORIAL BY MR. JOSEPH 
SZALAY ON DEFENDING FREEDOM 

HON. CHRIS CHOCOLA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to enter into the RECORD 
an article written by Mr. Joseph Szalay, of 
South Bend, Indiana. A child of the political 
‘‘powder keg’’ that was Eastern Europe in the 
early part of the twentieth century, Mr. Szalay 
has a vast amount of knowledge from which 
he paints a vivid picture of America’s historical 
role in helping to liberate all those who want 
to be free. He tells of the many times, from 
World War I to the first Gulf War, when Amer-
ica took a stand against governments who en-
slave their people. A true embodiment of the 
American Dream, Mr. Szalay came to America 
from his native Hungary poor; illiterate, and 
alone. He built a fine tailor shop in South 
Bend, from which he recently retired. As a 
member of the greatest generation that saw 
this nation ascend to global prominence, we 
should value his perspective and revere his 
patriotism. I urge all of my colleagues to use 
this article as a reminder of the historical 
precedent set for the recent liberation of the 
Iraqi people.
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