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town’s people by posting in the local 
newspaper, The Sussex Journal, that 
there would be a meeting that evening 
for the purpose of creating a fire com-
pany. In this posting, they stated that 
the formation of a fire company would 
decrease the cost of fire insurance 
within the town. There were fourteen 
charter members of the Georgetown 
Fire Company. Until that day, the 
community had relied solely on so- 
called bucket brigades and a hand- 
drawn ladder wagon. 

Today, the fire company owns the 
most modern of technology and fire-
fighting equipment, and what started 
off as a small squad of locals with 
minimal training has evolved into a 
company that today has almost 100 
members, 50 of whom are active. The 
remaining members are life members, 
limited service members or honorary 
members, all of whom continue to help 
protect Georgetown. Originally located 
in the old fire hall building on The Cir-
cle in 1930, they moved to their new 
building on South Bedford Street in 
1966. There, the doors are opened one 
evening each February for an annual 
fundraiser for the fire company, the 
legendary ‘‘Oyster Eat,’’ which at-
tracts people from throughout the Del-
marva peninsula and beyond. 

I rise today to recognize all the mem-
bers of the Georgetown Fire Company, 
past and present, and their contribu-
tions to their beloved community. This 
is a historic event, especially for a non- 
profit organization based solely on vol-
unteerism. I congratulate you all and 
thank you for your service to the peo-
ple of Georgetown and to all of South-
ern Delaware.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MAJOR ROBERTA 
KEARNEY CHANG 

∑ Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize a great American 
and a true military heroine who has 
honorably served our country for over 
20 years in the Army Medical Service 
Corps: MAJ Roberta Kearney Chang. 
As a resident of Bellevue, WA, MAJ 
Chang began her career at Fort 
Benning, GA, home of the Army’s in-
fantry, as a medical platoon leader. 
There, she earned the coveted Para-
chutist Wings and Expert Field Med-
ical Badge. Following in her father’s 
footsteps, the late First Lieutenant 
Robert M. Kearney, United States 
Army, Retired, she quickly rose 
through the ranks and served at Army 
bases throughout the world. 

MAJ Chang had two overseas tours, 
one in Honduras, Central America, and 
one in the Republic of Korea. In Hon-
duras, she participated in humani-
tarian missions to provide aid and med-
ical care to the people of this country. 
In Korea, she successfully completed 
two consecutive company commands 
for the 121st Evacuation Hospital and 
Headquarters, 18th Medical Command. 
MAJ Chang was handpicked to become 
an instructor at the U.S. Army Acad-
emy of Health Sciences, Fort Sam 

Houston, TX. In this capacity she 
taught health care administration sub-
jects to over 5,000 officers annually. 
MAJ Chang also served as the senior 
patient administrator for the Com-
mand Surgeon, United States Army 
Reserve Personnel Command. She 
counseled and assisted hundreds of re-
servists that were injured as a result of 
service in Operation Desert Storm. Her 
knowledge of the intricacies of the 
physical disability system for both the 
active duty and reserve component sol-
diers is unsurpassed, and she is consid-
ered an expert trainer in these areas. 
She served as a health care operations 
officer and the head of communications 
and customer service at the TRICARE 
Mid-Atlantic, Lead Agent Office Nor-
folk, VA for final assignment 
TRICARE Mid-Atlantic serves over 1 
million military beneficiaries. 

In each assignment, MAJ Chang ex-
celled and met every challenge, and 
was rewarded with greater responsibil-
ities and opportunities. Her talent for 
teaching and mentoring personnel, as 
well as her creativity and skill in man-
agement, were instrumental in pro-
viding army medicine the fine cadre of 
hospital administrators serving today. 
Above all, she is a stellar officer and 
leader who always put the welfare of 
her staff and patients first. MAJ Chang 
is a committed health care profes-
sional, and is an active member of the 
American College of Healthcare Execu-
tives and the American Health Infor-
mation Management Association. MAJ 
Chang always went the extra mile to 
serve her country and her fellow man. 
Her performance reflects greatly on 
herself, the United States Army, the 
Department of Defense, and the United 
States of America. I extend my deepest 
appreciation to MAJ Roberta Kearney 
Chang on behalf a grateful Nation for 
her over 20 years of dedicated military 
service. Congratulations, MAJ Chang, 
and let me be the one of the first to 
welcome you home to Washington 
State.∑ 
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DICK KNIPFING’s 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY IN NEW MEXICO BROAD-
CASTING 

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise 
to pay tribute to a friend and public 
servant of New Mexico, Dick Knipfing 
of Albuquerque. 

A few years ago, a New Mexico re-
search company conducted a statewide 
poll on the popularity of certain well- 
known people. My name was one of the 
most recognized, but I wasn’t No. 1. 
The person best known and best liked 
by New Mexicans was Dick Knipfing. 

He is not a politician. He has never 
been Governor, Senator, mayor, or on 
any city council. Dick is something 
more special to everyday citizens—he 
has been a nightly guest in their living 
rooms for 40 years. 

In July 1963, Dick started as a re-
porter for the CBS affiliate in Albu-
querque. He did it all. He shot and edit-
ed his own film, wrote his own scripts, 

and got to know some of the most in-
fluential people in New Mexico. Even-
tually, Dick became an anchor. Over 
the course of his career, he moved to 
the ABC affiliate, then to the NBC sta-
tion, and back to ABC. This month, he 
celebrates his 40th anniversary in 
broadcast journalism at channel 13, the 
CBS station where it all started. 

Since Dick returned to Channel 13, a 
station whose news had been in the rat-
ings cellar, the station rapidly shot 
into head-to-head competition with 
other New Mexico news channels. 
There is one big reason—Dick Knipfing. 

New Mexicans trust Dick as a vet-
eran newsman. He is respected by his 
colleagues. He has been inducted into 
the Silver Circle Society by the Na-
tional Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences, one of the organization’s 
highest honors for a television jour-
nalist. 

Dick Knipfing is revered by viewers 
because they easily discern that he is 
devoted to bringing them a comprehen-
sive and accurate look at the day’s 
major news events. Viewers have wel-
comed him into their homes, either as 
a reporter or anchor, because he has 
shown them that he cares very deeply 
for New Mexico and its people. Dick, 
and his wonderful wife, Charlene, have 
made Albuquerque and New Mexico 
their home, and integrated themselves 
into activities to make it a better 
place to live. 

Like tens of thousands of New Mexi-
cans, my wife Nancy and I have grown 
accustomed to Dick’s face and his 
voice. As he marks his 40th anniver-
sary in broadcast journalism, we hope 
there will be 40 more years of Dick 
Knipfing to represent the best in broad-
casting.∑ 
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GREATER MIDWEST AFFILIATE OF 
THE AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIA-
TION 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to recognize the creation of the 
Greater Midwest Affiliate of the Amer-
ican Heart Association. This new affil-
iate which was founded on July 1, 2003, 
covers seven States, including my 
State of Michigan. 

Heart disease is still the No. 1 killer 
in America. The American Heart Asso-
ciation is the second largest funding 
source for research and prevention of 
heart disease behind only the Federal 
Government. Its mission is to reduce 
disability and death from cardio-
vascular diseases and stroke. To this 
end, they work within local commu-
nities to educate people on prevention 
and identification of heart disease. 

The merger which creates the Great-
er Midwest Affiliate strengthens the 
potential for positively influencing the 
health and welfare of Americans by ad-
vancing groundbreaking medical re-
search and spreading lifesaving edu-
cation on heart disease to people of all 
ages. I am sure my colleagues join me 
in applauding the Greater Midwest Af-
filiate of the American Heart Associa-
tion as they renew a commitment to 
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