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specific language that just says fund-
ing in it. And I also want to say that as 
the chairman of the committee, it cer-
tainly would fall on me to know about 
this language. I have to confess I did 
not know about it, but I will certainly 
take responsibility and support the 
agreement to remove it.
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I will also agree with the gentleman 
from Wisconsin that it may be a topic 
that at some point we should discuss. 
But, in the meantime, we should do it 
in open forum and not through the 
back door in this manner. This was put 
in as one of the administrative agen-
cy’s budgets, but we do certainly agree 
to take it out. 

Mr. LINDER. If the gentleman would 
yield further, I think we know where to 
start now. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, continuing 
my reservation, I thank the gentleman. 

I just want to clear up one procedural 
question. I think Members need to 
know which action will adopt the lan-
guage which strikes this from the bill. 
Will it be the adoption of the rule, or 
the passage of an amendment after the 
bill is under consideration? 

Mr. LINDER. If the gentleman will 
yield further, it will be the adoption of 
the rule will strike the language. 

Mr. OBEY. If Members want to as-
sure this provision is not in the bill, 
and if they want to be on record voting 
against any possibility that this will 
happen under this bill, they will vote 
for the rule. 

Mr. LINDER. That is correct. The 
adoption of the rule will put in place 
limiting language that will prevent 
any expansion of those benefits.

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I withdraw 
my reservation of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
OSE). Without objection, the amend-
ment is adopted. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I have no 

further requests for time, I yield back 
the balance of my time, and I move the 
previous question on the resolution, as 
amended. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the resolution, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 6 of rule XVIII, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn.

LIMITING GENERAL DEBATE ON 
H.R. 2660, DEPARTMENTS OF 
LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2004 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that any gen-
eral debate in the Committee of the 
Whole on H.R. 2660 be limited to 3 
hours, equally divided and controlled 
by the chairman and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, reserving 
the right to object, could the gen-
tleman provide us with the text of the 
motion? I think we know what he 
wants to do, but we do not have a copy. 
I would like to make certain that there 
is no inadvertent confusion. 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. If the gen-
tleman would yield, the purpose of the 
unanimous consent, since the rule is 
basically silent on the amount of time, 
is to guarantee, pursuant to our agree-
ment, 3 hours in general debate, to be 
divided 11⁄2 hours on your side and 11⁄2 
hours on our side. This is the unani-
mous consent request that would be re-
quired to accommodate that agree-
ment. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, continuing 
my reservation, I presume that that 
will also allow us to reach a second 
agreement. 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
if the gentleman will yield further, this 
does not address the other agreement 
on any time limit. We would have to 
propound that as well. This just guar-
antees that we would have 3 hours of 
general debate. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I understand 
what the gentleman is doing.

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2660, DEPARTMENTS OF 
LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2004 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 312 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 312

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2660) making 
appropriations for the Departments of Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Education, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year end-

ing September 30, 2004, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be 
dispensed with. All points of order against 
consideration of the bill are waived. General 
debate shall be confined to the bill. After 
general debate the bill shall be considered 
for amendment under the five-minute rule. 
All points of order against provisions in the 
bill are waived except section 217(b). Where 
points of order are waived against part of a 
section, points of order against a provision 
in another part of such section may be made 
only against such provision and not against 
the entire section. During consideration of 
the bill for amendment, the Chairman of the 
Committee of the Whole may accord priority 
in recognition on the basis of whether the 
Member offering an amendment has caused 
it to be printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amendments 
so printed shall be considered as read. At the 
conclusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the bill and amendments thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except 
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) is 
recognized for 1 hour. 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. SLAUGH-
TER), pending which I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. During consid-
eration of this resolution, all time 
yielded is for the purpose of debate 
only. 

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 312 is 
an open rule which provides for 1 hour 
of general debate, equally divided be-
tween the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
REGULA) and the ranking member, the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY), 
on H.R. 2660, the fiscal year 2004 Labor, 
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation, and Related agencies appropria-
tions bill. 

The rule waives all points of order 
against consideration of the bill and 
against provisions in the bill, except as 
specified in this resolution. After gen-
eral debate, any Member wishing to 
offer an amendment may do so, as long 
as it complies with the regular rules of 
the House. 

The bill shall be read for amendment 
by paragraph, and the rule authorizes 
the Chair to accord priority in recogni-
tion to Members who have preprinted 
their amendments in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. 

Finally, the rule permits the minor-
ity to offer a motion to recommit, with 
or without instructions. 

Mr. Speaker, we have before us today 
the Labor, Health and Human Services 
appropriations act for fiscal year 2004, 
a funding package that makes good on 
our promises to America’s children, 
workers and families. Before I summa-
rize the main components of this pack-
age, a larger context must be estab-
lished so that Members of both sides of 
the aisle fully understand what we are 
debating here and what is at issue 
today. 
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