E1468

of the children in the program she became a
volunteer administrator for the non-profit
school. Her first hand experience with the im-
portant role the nursery had in the Paterson
community, Georgette knew that she was ex-
actly where she was meant to be.

For the next 3 decades, Georgette served
as the head of the Memorial Day Nursery
School and is still there today. Through her
position at the nursery school, she became
aware of the need for quality educational facili-
ties for the children of Paterson. Georgette be-
came part of a formative group looking to pro-
vide just that. She helped to form Paterson’s
first charter school. Although the charter
school did not succeed, it gave Georgette fur-
ther insight into the City’s educational needs.

Since her experience with the charter
school, Georgette has continued to work to-
wards expanding and improving the City's pre-
school program. As head of the State of New
Jersey’s oldest nursery school. Georgette has
witnessed many changes in her 35 years
there.

Today, the Memorial Day Nursery is cele-
brating its 116th anniversary with the grand
opening of its new campus, appropriately
named the Hauser Campus. The legacy Geor-
gette has created at the Memorial Day School
and the City of Paterson will live on forever.

Georgette has stated that while she may be
turning 80 next year, she still has more work
to do. When asked about retiring Georgette
has been quoted as saying “What am | going
to do if | retire? Sit and chitchat? Forget it.”

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves so much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to recognizing the accomplishments
of individuals like Georgette Hauser. Her con-
cern for the education and well being of chil-
dren is unparalleled. We are grateful for her
years of dedication and hard work on behalf of
the children of Paterson.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, the City of Paterson, Georgette's
family and friends, all those who have been
touched by Georgette and me in recognizing
the outstanding and invaluable service of Ms.
Georgette Hauser.

HONORING ALBERT DEWITT

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monay, July 14, 2003

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, Mr. STARK and | rise
today to honor the memory of Alameda City
Councilmember Albert DeWitt. Al passed
Thursday, July 3, 2003 at the age of 70 after
a two-year battle with stomach cancer. He
was a staunch advocate for racial equality and
affordable housing.

Al spent 9 years on the council after he re-
tired as a mechanic at the Alameda Naval Air
Station and almost 40 years in the U.S. Army
Reserve, where he earned the rank of Colo-
nel. He was elected on November 8, 1994 as
the first African-American Alameda City Coun-
cil member. He served as Vice Mayor for two
years and then acting Mayor for a time last
year.

Mr. DeWitt was born and raised in Alabama.
He joined the Army in 1950 and served for
three years in Germany, where he met and
married Josepha Kerler. The couple moved to
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Berkeley and then Alameda, and raised three
children: Albert Hans, Barry and Lisa. He
faced prejudice and racism as he rose through
the ranks of the Army and Army reserve, but
that did not embitter him. He served our coun-
try with dedication and distinction.

Councilmember DeWitt studied at Oakland
Jr. College. He later went to Golden Gate Uni-
versity at night while working days as a me-
chanic. In later years, he moved to Wash-
ington, D.C. and earned a master's degree in
public administration at George Washington
University. He was also a graduate of the In-
dustrial College of the Armed Forces, Wash-
ington, D.C.

Al served as president of the local NAACP
and as a commissioner with the Alameda
Housing Authority. He was active with the
American Legion, Boys and Girls Club, Library
2000, Kiwanis, Alameda Historic Society and
Museum, Navy League and was a member of
the Board of Directors of the Alameda Council
Boy Scouts of America.

Councilmember DeWitt was a remarkable
human being who dedicated his life in service
to others. He shared his wisdom and provided
us tremendous support. He leaves his wife
Virginia, ex-wife, six brothers and sisters,
three children, and three grandchildren to
cherish his memory. We take great pride in
joining his friends, colleagues, constituents
and family to salute the wonderful Albert
DeWitt. Let us celebrate his legacy by under-
taking to uphold the ideals of equality that he
held so dear.

TRIBUTE TO JOHN M. MOSCINSKI

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2003

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call to your attention the work of a man | am
proud to represent in Congress, Mr. John R.
Moscinski. John was recognized on Monday,
May 05, 2003 by the Township of Little Falls,
New Jersey.

It is only fitting that he be honored, in this,
the permanent record of the greatest freely
elected body on earth, for he has a long his-
tory of dedication, leadership, and commitment
to his community.

John Moscinski was born on October 25,
1920. After graduating from a local high
school John proudly served his nation in the
Second World War as a Tech Sergeant. Upon
his return to the United States, he enrolled in
New York University under the G.I. Bill. After
two years, however, he had to leave his col-
lege studies to support his wife and two chil-
dren by working two jobs.

John attributes his life’s accomplishments to
the values and training he received while in
the Civilian Conservation Corps, a program
initiated by President Roosevelt during the
great depression. Beyond the physical skills
he acquired working in this program, John
also gained valuable leadership qualities. His
leadership abilities would prove to be essential
when he took a position with the modern day
replica of the CCC, the Northeast Americorps
Advisory Board. John continues to remain ac-
tive in his community.

He is currently a member of senior citizen
groups in Little Falls and West Paterson, New
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Jersey as well as a member of the support
group at the Veterans Administration hospital
in Lyons, New Jersey.

In addition to his involvement in the commu-
nity, John has remained steadfast in his desire
to complete his college education. At the age
of 78 he received his Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Health Services from Montclair State
University and this year, at the age of 82 he
will receive his Master of Arts degree in Com-
munity Health as well.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves so much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to recognizing the accomplishments
of individuals like John Moscinski. | applaud
the Township of Little Falls for their initiative in
naming May 9, 2003 as John Moscinski Day.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, the Township of Little Falls, John's
family and friends, all those who have been
touched by John and me in recognizing the
outstanding and invaluable achievements of
John Moscinski.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JIM GIBBONS

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2003

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, as | was ab-
sent during the legislative days of July 8, 9,
and 10, 2003 on an authorized Congressional
Delegation trip abroad, | would like to submit,
for the record, the way | would have voted on
rollcall votes No. 334 through No. 353: No.
334: “No”; No. 335: “Yes”; No. 336: “Yes”,
No. 337: "Yes”; No. 338: “Yes”; No. 339:
“Yes”; No. 340: “Yes”; No. 341: “Yes”; No.
342: “Yes”; No. 343: “Yes”; No. 344: “Yes”;
No. 345: “Yes”; No. 346: “Yes”; No. 347:
“No”; No. 348: “No”; No. 349: “No”; No. 350:
“No”; No. 351: “No”; No. 352: “Yes”; No. 353:
“Yes”.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. EUGENE DE
BELLIS

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2003

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call your attention to the work of an out-
standing individual, Mr. Eugene De Bellis, of
Clifton, New Jersey, who was recognized by
the De Bellis School of Performing Arts on
Sunday, June 22, 2003, for his lifelong dedica-
tion to musical education and the performance
arts.

As a musician and music educator, Mr. De
Bellis has spent his life fostering the arts. His
creativity, boundless generosity, and commit-
ment to the cultural enrichment of others have
helped to shape the careers of a number of
professionals within the music industry. There-
fore, it is only fitting that Mr. Eugene De Bellis
be honored, in this, the permanent record of
thet greatest freely elected body on earth.

Eugene De Bellis began what would be-
come a distinguished career in music at the
early age of nine when he first undertook the
study of solfeggio, violin, piano, and accor-
dion. Eugene’s musical talent was soon recog-
nized and, several years later, he was invited
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to study at a private music school in New
York.

As a teenager, Mr. De Bellis performed in
Newark, New Jersey, in various bands com-
prised of musicians from the American Fed-
eration of Musicians (Local 16). He continued
his formal musical training at the Pietro Deiro
Conservatory of Music in New York, while pur-
suing independent studies in piano perform-
ance with Professor Ulysses Senerchia, and
Music Theory and Harmony with Professor
Otto Cesana and Professor Joseph Biviano of
NBC in New York City.

In 1948, Mr. De Bellis began attending
Seton Hall University. His tenure there was
short-lived, however, and he left Seton Hall
after a mere two years to be inducted into the
United States Army. While in the United
States Army, Mr. De Bellis attended the 9th
Infantry Division Band School, and graduated
to become a training officer for the Field Army
Corp and a member of the prestigious United
States Army Band.

Upon leaving the Army, Mr. De Bellis re-
turned to New York to pursue a bachelor’'s de-
gree in Music Education at New York Univer-
sity. His desire to instill an understanding and
love of music in other young artists led to his
decision to organize his own private school. In
a response to the great need for a school of
music in Newark, New Jersey, the De Bellis
School of Performing Arts opened its doors in
1952. Fifty-one vyears later, the De Bellis
School of Performing Arts continues to offer
courses to students of Instrumental Music,
Dance, Voice, and Drama.

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves so much that is rewarding, yet nothing
compares to recognizing the accomplishments
of individuals like Eugene De Bellis. His pas-
sion and commitment to music education and
the community of Newark is unparalleled.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, Eugene’s family and friends, the fac-
ulty and students at the De Bellis School of
Performing Arts, and me in recognizing the
outstanding and invaluable service of Eugene
De Bellis.

TRIBUTE TO GERALD V. PIERARD
HON. JERRY WELLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2003

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of my friend and con-
stituent, Gerald V. Pierard, the Mayor of the
Village of Coal City, whose untimely death oc-
curred on July 9, 2003.

A native of Coal City and graduate of Coal
City High School, Mayor Pierard spent much
of his adult life serving the citizens of Coal
City. Serving a term as Commissioner and
then 2 terms as Mayor, the citizens of Coal
City displayed their esteem for Mayor Pierard
by reelecting without opposition earlier this
year to yet another term as their Mayor.

Mayor Pierard also served his country as an
officer and fighter pilot in the United States Air
Force. He will rest with honor in the Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery.

After his graduation from the University of II-
linois and military service, Mayor Pierard re-
turned to the community he loved and began
his career of service to Coal City. Largely be-
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cause of his strong leadership, the Village of
Coal City is today well positioned for future
growth and prosperity. Displaying great vision,
Mayor Pierard expanded the boundaries of
Coal City and made major infrastructure im-
provements such as new streets, a new water
system and a new sewage treatment system
his priorities. The citizens of Coal City and
their families will clearly benefit from the new
jobs and higher standard of living which will
come about as the result of Mayor Pierard’s
dedication to his home town.

| am proud to recognize Mayor Gerald V.
Pierard as a veteran, family man and progres-
sive community leader—a truly fine example
of an outstanding American citizen.

Mr. Speaker, | urge this body to identify and
recognize outstanding citizens in their own dis-
tricts whose actions have so strongly bene-
fitted and strengthened their communities and
our great Nation.

—————

TRIBUTE TO THE PATERSON
ROTARY CLUB No. 70

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2003

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call to your attention the work of an out-
standing organization, Paterson Rotary Club
#70 that, on Wednesday, June 18, 2003, cele-
brated 90 years of service.

As a lifelong resident and former mayor of
Paterson, | cannot think of another organiza-
tion that has dedicated itself more to serving
the special needs of the city’s diverse commu-
nity. It is only fitting that Paterson Rotary Club
#70 be honored, in this, the permanent record
of the greatest freely elected body on earth.

Established in 1913, Paterson Rotary #70
held its first meeting of civic leaders and pro-
fessional businessmen on February 25th at
Crawford’s Restaurant in Paterson, New Jer-
sey. Over the ensuing 90 years, the members
of the Paterson Club have exemplified the Ro-
tary’'s time-honored motto “Service Above
Self.”

From its inception, Paterson Rotary #70 has
dedicated itself to assisting the local youth of
Paterson. One of its earliest projects was the
establishment of the Rotary Student Loan
Fund which has enabled numerous young
men and women to continue their education in
colleges and universities around the country.
While still in its formative years, the Paterson
Rotary similarly chose to support the Paterson
YMCA and, in the 1940s, the club assumed
an instrumental role in the construction of a
large social hall at the YMCA’s summer camp
at Silver Lake in Sussex County.

Over the years the Paterson Rotary has ex-
panded the scope of its service to include reg-
ular support of the Memorial Day Nursery, the
Gift of Life Program, and the Salvation Army.
Yet its initial focus on the youth of Paterson
has not been forgotten. Acting in the spirit with
which it was founded, the Rotary Club cur-
rently sponsors various self-help programs for
local students, High School Interact Clubs,
and numerous Rotary Youth Leadership
Awards, while providing support for the local
PAL, the Boys and Girls Club, the Boy Scouts,
the Paterson Education Fund, and the Nathan-
iel Lieberman Scholarship Fund for Paterson
students pursuing careers in music.
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Mr. Speaker, the job of a United States
Congressman involves so much that is re-
warding, yet nothing compares to recognizing
organizations such as the Paterson Rotary
that give so much to their community.
Paterson Rotary #70’s long history of leader-
ship and service to the city of Paterson is un-
paralleled.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, the members of the Rotary, the city
of Paterson, and me in recognizing the out-
standing and invaluable service of Paterson
Rotary Club #70.

———

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR JAMES
“CHOCKS” EWALD

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 14, 2003

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the bravery of one of Michigan’s
fine Air Guardsmen. Major James “Chocks”
Ewald of the Michigan Air National Guard
110th Fighter Wing made courageous deci-
sions when his aircraft was hit by a surface-
to-air missile while flying over Baghdad, Iraq
on April 8, 2003.

On April 8, 2003, Major James “Chocks”
Ewald took off from Al Jaber Air Base Kuwait
on his second mission of the day. He and his
wingman learned that they would be among
the first Close Air Support aircraft to fly over
the city of Baghdad. His aircraft was shot at
numerous times during the next 30 minutes,
while he provided vital intelligence about Iraqi
ambush positions. The flight was low on fuel
and leaving Baghdad when it was suddenly
struck by a surface-to-air missile. Major Ewald
flew the wounded-bird for about 12 minutes,
while preparing for an injury-free ejection. Be-
fore ejecting, he and his wingman managed to
complete several battle damage checklists,
identify critical aircraft system operations,
make tentative plans for aircraft recovery, and
gather important information about threats af-
fecting future Close Air Support operations. A
friendly U.S. Army forces rescued Major Ewald
15 minutes after his parachute landing. Fol-
lowing a physical examination, he returned to
active duty.

Major James “Chocks” Ewald entered the
active duty Air Force on January 15, 1989 and
served in the active duty until July 1, 1998
when he joined the Michigan Air National
Guard. During his active-duty career, he flew
in support of contingency operations over Bos-
nia, Operation Deny Flight, in support of the
United Nations Forces in the Republic of
Korea, and over Iraq in support of Operation
Southern Watch. In 1998, he separated from
active-duty and joined the 110th Fighter Wing
where he has served as Flight Instructor and
Squadron Weapons Officer. Since his transfer
to the 110th, Major Ewald has deployed with
the unit to numerous stateside training exer-
cises and recently returned from a four-month
tour of duty in Kuwait in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom where he flew over 30 combat
sorties.

With the heroic example of Major James
“Chocks” Ewald, | would also like to laud all
1,500 members of Michigan Air and Army Na-
tional Guard who are now serving their coun-
try in Operation Iragi Freedom.
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