July 16, 2003

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1472

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent to have my name re-
moved as a cosponsor of H.R. 1472.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

———

SENSE OF CONGRESS SUPPORTING
THE EFFORTS OF THE PEACE
PARKS FOUNDATION IN THE RE-
PUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, | move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 80) ex-
pressing the sense of Congress relating
to efforts of the Peace Parks Founda-
tion in the Republic of South Africa to
facilitate the establishment and devel-
opment of transfrontier conservation
efforts in southern Africa.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 80

Whereas on February 1, 1997, the Peace
Parks Foundation was established in the Re-
public of South Africa as a non-profit com-
pany to facilitate the establishment of
transfrontier conservation areas in the
Southern African Development Community
(SADC) countries;

Whereas the overall purpose of the Peace
Parks Foundation is to facilitate the estab-
lishment and development of transfrontier
areas involving two or more countries with-
out compromising national sovereignty, and
allowing the free movement of humankind
and animals across international borders
within the peace park and thereby contrib-
uting to economic development, job cre-
ation, and peace and understanding between
the countries concerned;

Whereas former South African President
Nelson Mandela is a patron emeritus of the
Peace Parks Foundation and the heads of
state of the SADC countries are honorary pa-
trons of the Foundation;

Whereas the Peace Parks Foundation has
received the full support and endorsement
for its efforts and activities from the heads
of state of the SADC countries;

Whereas eight transfrontier conservation
areas totaling approximately 232,000 square
miles are supported by the Peace Parks
Foundation in the SADC countries; and

Whereas the United States values peace
and stability in the global community, and
in particular Africa, and has long recognized
the significance of sustainable economic de-
velopment and the conservation of biodiver-
sity: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the United States should support efforts
to facilitate the establishment and develop-
ment of transfrontier conservation areas in
the Southern African Development Commu-
nity (SADC) countries; and

(2) nongovernmental organizations and
foundations in the United States should be
encouraged to support and promote sustain-
able economic development and benefits
through the preservation of wildlife in peace
parks on an expanded and inclusive basis to
the benefit of the countries concerned and
their people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. RoOYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman

from California (Mr. ROYCE).
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, | ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the con-
current resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
BOEHLERT), with the support of several
members of the Subcommittee on Afri-
ca, including the vice chairman, the
gentleman from New York (Mr. HOUGH-
TON) and myself, introduced House
Concurrent Resolution 80 supporting
the efforts of the Peace Parks Founda-
tion in the Republic of South Africa.

The Peace Parks Foundation, a non-
profit organization, helps with the es-
tablishment and development of
transfrontier conservation areas
among two or more of the southern Af-
rican development community coun-
tries. The idea for the Peace Parks
Foundation came about when it was re-
alized that ecotourism has benefited
South Africa but has not benefited its
neighboring countries, including Mo-
zambique.

The purpose of the Peace Parks
Foundation is to better allow wildlife
to move freely across national borders,
which wildlife is wont to do, which will
promote biodiversity, economic devel-
opment, and peaceful cooperation be-
tween all countries involved. By giving
local populations an economic incen-
tive to protect the environment, wild-
life poaching and other unsustainable
practices should decrease.

The Peace Parks Foundation enjoys
the full support of all SADC countries
and all of their heads of state and is
currently developing 232,000 square
miles of conservation area between
them. This resolution expresses U.S.
support for these efforts and encour-
ages nongovernmental organizations
and foundations in the United States
to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume, and |
rise in strong support of H. Con. Res.
80.

Mr. Speaker, House Con. Res. 80 calls
on the U.S. to support the Peace Parks
Foundation of Southern Africa. The
Peace Parks will support the establish-
ment of a transfrontier conservation
area involving several countries in
southern Africa to boost tourism and
to help alleviate poverty. The effort by
the Southern African Development
Community, SADC, will allow the free
movement of humans and animals
across international borders. It rep-
resents a major advance in conserva-
tion efforts worldwide.

The Peace Parks will not only con-
tribute to conservation but also to eco-
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nomic development, job creation, and
peace and understanding between the
countries involved. This is a big step
forward.

Animals have no borders. They move
throughout. However, borders that
have been written by countries sort of
presented a problem, and for the coun-
tries in the SADC region to come to-
gether to say that you can cross our
borders, for the people to be able to
cross the borders so that the animals
could be protected is very important.

As a matter of fact, a tragedy has
happened recently in Kenya because of
the lack of rain in the game parks
right outside Nairobi. There are tre-
mendous numbers of game there, in-
cluding lions and tigers. But the Masai
people have cattle, a tremendous
amount of cattle. Cattle is a way to ex-
press wealth. During the past 4 or 5
months, because of the drought, the
wildlife has moved outside of the park
grounds seeking water. As the wildlife,
the zebras and other animals go out,
the lions must follow them, and they
have gotten near Nairobi. There have
been killings of Masai cattle. Unfortu-
nately, the Masai people have said that
they need to have some protection and,
actually, during the past month or so,
have Kkilled 10 lions in the area around
Nairobi. They are saying we should be
compensated for the last of our cattle.

So there is a very important aspect
to wildlife, and | hope that the new
government of Kenya will be able to
have some program to compensate for
the tremendous loss to the Masai peo-
ple.

But this is an example where coun-
tries are coming together, creating
jobs, and living with the wildlife can
serve as an economic engine.

So | urge my colleagues to support H.
Con. Res. 80.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New York (Mr. BOEH-
LERT), the prime sponsor of this legis-
lation.

(Mr. BOEHLERT asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to bring to the House floor
House Concurrent Resolution 80, which
encourages support for the Peace Parks
Foundation of South Africa in helping
to establish and develop transfrontier
conservation areas or peace parks in
sub-Saharan Africa.

In 2001, | had the opportunity to visit
South Africa with the Speaker of the
House, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HASTERT). We saw firsthand the
positive achievements of the Peace
Parks Foundation, a nonprofit organi-
zation headed by conservationist Dr.
Anton Rupert.

In general terms, peace parks are
very large, ecologically significant nat-
ural areas that straddle the borders of
two or more countries and that are at-
tractive to visitors.
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Peace parks allow wildlife to follow
natural migration patterns and help
conserve the magnificent native flora
and fauna of the region. Very impor-
tantly, peace parks help support sus-
tainable local economic development
and regional peace and stability. Boy,
are those worthy objectives. These are
some of the issues President Bush dis-
cussed just last week when he visited
South Africa and Botswana and several
other African nations.

Africa’s competitive advantage in
the international tourism industry lies
in its unique and diverse ecosystems
that include everything from deserts to
rain forests. A recent study estimated
that, with adequate infrastructure, the
various transfrontier conservation
areas could support about 8 million vis-
its by tourists per year. Tourism is a
wonderful job creator. Leaders of
southern African governments have
recognized this and have shown com-
mitted enthusiasm for the peace parks.
They know peace parks can help allevi-
ate poverty by creating business oppor-
tunities for communities and jobs paid
for by tourism dollars. | applaud their
foresight in recognizing this path to
sustainable economic development.

Economic realities and the con-
sequences of war and political insta-
bility have helped erode conservation
efforts in Africa. The incredible variety
of Africa’s wildlife and natural habi-
tats should be protected and conserved
for future generations. The Founda-
tion’s contributions to biodiversity
conservation is significant because the
space it seeks to protect covers large
areas; and, in Africa, everything seems
to be large.

Since December, 2001, 22
transfrontier conservation areas have
been identified by the Foundation and
now enjoy the support of governments
in the region. This unusual, but suc-
cessful, approach deserves our encour-
agement and support.

The process by which peace parks are
created requires extensive consulta-
tions between interested parties, in-
cluding governments, local commu-
nities, private landowners, and civil so-
ciety. In addition, since peace parks
straddle borders, their creation also re-
quires cooperation between nations.
Thus, the creation of peace parks con-
tributes to the peace and stability for
which the people of Africa yearn.
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I am pleased to be able to say that in
September 2003 Botswana and South
Africa will sign an agreement estab-
lishing a new peace park. African lead-
ers such as the revered former Presi-
dent Dr. Nelson Mandela and the lead-
ers of Southern African Development
Community countries, strongly sup-
port the Peace Parks Foundation. Dr.
Mandela himself has said of peace
parks, “I know of no biological move-
ment, no philosophy or no idealogy
which does not agree with the peace
parks concept as we see it going into
fruition today. It is a concept that can
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be embraced by all. In a world beset by
conflict and division,” Dr. Mandela
goes on to say, ‘‘peace is one of the cor-
nerstones of the future. Peace parks
are building blocks in this process, not
only in our region, but potentially the
entire world.”

Dr. Mandela was so right.

I thank those Members who joined
me in introducing this resolution, and
I ask the support of all Members in
adopting this resolution to honor the
important achievements of the Peace
Parks Foundation in helping the people
of sub-Saharan Africa find peace and
stability and economic benefit through
their preservation of some of the
world’s most rare and beautiful wildlife
and natural places.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, let me
commend the gentleman from New
York (Mr. BOEHLERT) for his wonderful
resolution and those who support it.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, earlier this
year the Africa subcommittee that |
chair held a hearing on the Congo
Basin Foreign Partnership, and this is
an innovative international approach
to the conservation of forests and wild-
life in Central Africa.

This plan was first unveiled by our
Secretary of State Powell last fall, and
the initiative is designed to combat il-
legal logging through better forest
management and local economic em-
powerment. Of course, these forests
play a critical role in sustaining the
environment. They absorb carbon diox-
ide, they cleanse the water, they hold
the soil. Their plants and animals are
invaluable for so many reasons, includ-
ing their genetic and biochemical in-
formation, which could spark advances
in medical, agricultural, and industrial
technology.

Ten years ago, those forests in Africa
were virtually untouched. Today, log-
ging operations are shrinking these
forests. One estimate has logging tak-
ing out Congo basin forest area at a
rate of twice the size of Rhode Island
each and every year. If current defor-
estation and wildlife depletion rates
are not reversed world wide, the world
will pay an incalculable environmental
and social price and incalculable cul-
tural price as well. This is the begin-
ning of real commitment to conserva-
tion in Africa. That is what we are see-
ing with the Peace Parks Foundation,
which deserves our support and de-
serves our encouragement. | urge my
colleagues to support this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. LIN-
DER). The question is on the motion of-
fered by the gentleman from California
(Mr. RoycE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 80.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

FOREIGN RELATIONS AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT, FISCAL YEARS 2004
AND 2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 316 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 1950.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
1950) to authorize appropriations for
the Department of State for the fiscal
years 2004 and 2005, to authorize appro-
priations under the Arms Export Con-
trol Act and the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 for security assistance for
fiscal years 2004 and 2005, and for other
purposes, with Mr. NorwooD (Chairman
pro tempore) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. When
the Committee of the Whole rose on
Tuesday, July 15, 2003, amendment No.
41 printed in House Report 108-206 by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATERS) had been disposed of.

No further amendments being in
order, the question is on the committee
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute, as amended.

The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute, as amended, was
agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Under
the rule, the Committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. LIN-
DER) having assumed the chair, Mr.
NoRwooD, Chairman pro tempore of the
Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union, reported that that
Committee, having had under consider-
ation the bill (H.R. 1950) to authorize
appropriations for the Department of
State for the fiscal years 2004 and 2005,
to authorize appropriations under the
Arms Export Control Act and the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 for security
assistance for fiscal years 2004 and 2005,
and for other purposes, pursuant to
House Resolution 316, he reported the
bill back to the House with an amend-
ment adopted by the Committee of the
Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
amendment to the committee amend-

ment in the nature of a substitute
adopted by the Committee of the
Whole?

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, | demand a
separate vote on amendment No. 2, as
amended, the Hyde-Lantos amendment,
which was agreed to in the Committee
of the Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
any other demand for a separate vote?



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-19T16:32:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




