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flee because of wide-spread starvation,
human rights violations and other ter-
rible atrocities and sufferings.

Madam Speaker, the U.N. should con-
demn China as well as the UNHCR for
their failure to uphold their obliga-
tions; and Kim Jong Il should step
down from power; and the North Ko-
rean government should stop their bru-
tal policies against the North Korean
people.

———

IF NOT NIGER, WHERE?

(Mr. MARKEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, wel-
come to the People’s House Tony Blair.
We need you. The Niger evidence that
supposedly showed Saddam Hussein
had reconstituted his nuclear weapons
program turns out to be forged, but
you say, wait, there is more.

We are aware of Niger, but Africa is
a big continent. You say you have
other sources, possibly a third country
that thinks Saddam Hussein may have
been buying uranium in some other Af-
rica country. Our own CIA does not
know what you know. Our National Se-
curity Council says it does not know
what you know. Indeed, the President
of the United States says he does not
know what you know.

The American public needs to know
the truth. You hold the key. Please,
Mr. Prime Minister, redeem our trust.
If not Niger, where were the nuclear
materials, Mr. Prime Minister?

—
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). Members are reminded to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair.

————

ANTI-SEMITIC SENTIMENTS ON
RISE AMONG BRITISH ACADEMICS

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to draw attention
to the unsettling increase of anti-Se-
mitic sentiments of many academics in
the United Kingdom. Over the past
year, a growing number of university
professors in the U.K. have engaged in
a boycott of scholars and research from
Israel. Most recently, a professor at
Oxford denied the admittance of an
Israeli graduate student based solely
on his Israeli citizenship.

So what has fueled this rise in aca-
demic anti-Semitism? One only needs
to look at the policies of the Associa-
tion of University Teachers, one of
Britain’s largest associations for high-
er education professionals. The AUT
Web site states, ‘““We also support the
call by academics in the U.K. and else-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

where for a moratorium on European
Union and European Science Founda-
tion funding of Israeli cultural and re-
search institutions until Israel abides
by U.N. resolutions and opens meaning-
ful peace negotiations with the Pal-
estinians.”

The ‘‘academics’ in the U.K. have
taken a giant step backward from the
tradition of teaching individual rights
and liberties and free thought. This
boycott of Israeli academics and phi-
losophy, ideas that originate in the
Middle East’s only true democracy, is a
clear indication that the values that
gave birth to our own American free-
thinking principles are no longer prac-
ticed by many of the U.K.’s educators.

——————

IDENTITY THEFT

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | re-
cently introduced bipartisan legisla-
tion with 19 colleagues called the Iden-
tity Theft Protection and Health Infor-
mation Blackout Act of 2003. The legis-
lation would protect Americans from
identity theft and safeguard their pri-
vate health information in the Fair
Credit Reporting Act.

My bill would black out and protect
sensitive, private health-related infor-
mation by returning control to con-
sumers and giving them the final say
over what is off-limits to financial in-
stitutions. There is simply no reason
why health information should be used
in granting credit or in deciding wheth-
er to offer someone a product or a fi-
nancial service. It is long past time to
make this information confidential.
Rather than opt in or opt out, we
should black out your private health
information.

Similarly, we are all aware of the
identity theft epidemic in this country.
The average identity theft victim
spends nearly $1,400 and 175 hours
cleaning up his or her credit card
record. In fact, ID theft has doubled in
just the last year. It puts both busi-
nesses and the consumer at risk. This
is not a business or consumer issue. It
is one that we can come together on.

Mr. Speaker, my bill would put iden-
tity thieves out of business and ensure
that Americans’ private health infor-
mation is given the strongest protec-
tions under the law. | encourage my
colleagues to cosponsor the Identity
Theft Protection and Health Informa-
tion Blackout Act to that end.

——————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, | ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks on H.R. 2691.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

H7025

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2004

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 319 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2691.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
2691) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2004, and for other purposes,
with Mr. LATOURETTE in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Wednes-
day, July 16, 2003, the bill was open
from page 101, line 4, through page 101,
line 13.

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Chairman, I move
to strike the last word. | rise to engage
the chairman of the subcommittee in a
colloquy.

Mr. Chairman, this week, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service announced it
was proceeding with the development
of new voluntary guidelines to protect
migratory birds from electrocution and
collisions with power lines. This is an
important development.

For the past 70 years, the Nation’s
rural electric cooperatives have pro-
vided power to millions of people in
rural America. Distribution and trans-
mission lines cross many miles of wide
open spaces and sometimes those wide
open spaces are filled with migratory
birds. Under two laws, the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act and the Golden and
Bald Eagle Protection Act, electric
utilities can be found guilty of so-
called takings if birds fly into those
lines or land on them and are Kkilled.
Many utilities have responded by rede-
signing the towers for new power lines
and locating these lines outside of
known flyways. Yet birds continue to
fly into power lines and as things cur-
rently stand, these utilities are liable
for penalties under these two laws. Mr.
Chairman, no one in their right mind,
when these laws were enacted, would
have thought that these laws would be
interpreted in this kind of a way.

The Fish and Wildlife Service has
been very forthcoming in a series of
meetings with myself and my col-
leagues, the gentlewoman from Colo-
rado (Mrs. MUSGRAVE) and the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BisHOP). How-
ever, we ask you, Mr. Chairman, to join
us in emphasizing to the Service the
importance of resolving this issue. All
of America, not just rural America,
needs electric power and this problem
has the potential of interfering with
delivery of that power.

If I may, Mr. Chairman, | would like
to yield a moment to the gentlewoman
from Colorado who represents the east-
ern plains of Colorado and has spent an
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