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and increased security. We truly and
deeply appreciate the swift show of
support.

It is ironic that an event that gen-
erated much love and support was
based on an act of unexplainable ha-
tred, expressed in violence. Our coun-
try united in spirit to combat ter-
rorism and those who support terrorist
activities, but it was New Yorkers who
bore the brunt of the attack.

I urge my colleagues to join me to-
night in honoring the resourcefulness
of the residents of the greatest city in
the world. New Yorkers should be
proud of the way they handled the
most devastating attack on American
soil. They showed strength of character
and generosity of spirit.

9/11 has left its devastating imprint
on my city, and we will always remem-
ber the horror of that day, but the re-
covery process is underway. We will re-
build Manhattan in a way that honors
the fallen and celebrates the living and
all Americans will celebrate the spirit
of renewal that New York embodies.

——————

10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
OF THE POWER CENTER AND
PYRAMID COMMUNITY DEVELOP-
MENT CORPORATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| come today to honor the wonderful work of
a premier facility in Houston, Texas. This facil-
ity is known as the Power Center. It will be
celebrating its 10th Anniversary this week.

Mr. Speaker, the Power Center is a center
of commerce and part of a community’s revi-
talization. Through its creation and ongoing
success the people of Harris County and
Houston are able to not only see but also to
be a part of what happens when a community
comes together. One of the leaders of this
great success that | wish to pay tribute to
today is Reverend Kirbyjon Caldwell of the
Pyramid Community Development Corpora-
tion.

It was the Pyramid Community Development
Corporation, under Reverend Caldwell's lead-
ership that gave life to the Power Center.
What were once a vacant lot and a decaying
former Kmart retail store is now a vital and
valuable part of the Harris County-Houston
community. The Power Center has led to the
conservation and redevelopment in an area of
southwest Houston and surrounding neighbor-
hoods by improving housing conditions; assist-
ing minorities, disadvantaged, and low income
families to obtain home ownership. The Power
Center has also provided other important pub-
lic services to its neighbors and to the people
of Houston.

Mr. Speaker, having hosted a very success-
ful homeownership fair in my district, at which
there were thousands of attendees, | am hon-
ored to have this opportunity to recognize an
organization that understands the importance
of that part of the American dream. The home-
ownership fair that | speak of, held in the 18th
Congressional District of Texas, was spon-
sored in part by the Congressional Black Cau-
cus Foundation and the Houston Real Estate
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Association. It was part of an ongoing effort
entitled, “With Ownership, comes Wealth”
(also known as WOW) of which | am a true
proponent. Mr. Speaker, WOW is an important
initiative from which | believe many people can
benefit; individuals, families, and communities.

Currently, African Americans are underrep-
resented in homeownership rates. Forty-six
percent of African Americans own their
homes, compared to 67 percent of the Nation
as a whole. Furthermore, in the state of
Texas, the homeownership rate is only 63.8
percent. Unfortunately, in the 18th District, the
homeownership rate is even lower at 55.3 per-
cent. That is 8.5 points behind the state aver-
age and nearly 11 points behind the national
average.

We have quite a bit of catching up to do. In
fact, of the homes owned in the Houston area,
only 13.2 percent of them have African Amer-
ican owners, and 5.1 percent have Hispanic
owners. That is a terrible disparity and it must
change. The WOW initiative and the home-
ownership fair are wonderful agents to accom-
plish that change. The Power Center through
Pyramid Community Development Corporation
and the development of Corinthian Pointe,
Rev. Kirbyjon Caldwell, and the Windsor Vil-
lage United Methodist Church are also agents
of change committed to increasing home-
ownership in the Southwest Houston commu-
nity.

Rev. Kirbyjon Caldwell has facilitated the
creation of the Power Center and the revital-
ization of a community with the help of that
community and of many individuals. | would
like to thank just a few of those individuals at
this time. Particularly, | want to recognize Su-
zette Caldwell, the wife and partner of Rev-
erend Caldwell, Ginger and Jack Blanton,
Deborah and Gardner Cannon, and Nancy
and Rich Kinder. | also want to thank Audrey
and Rev. Bill Lawson, Beth and Charles Miller,
and Beckie and Gasper Mir for all of their hard
work. In addition, Bobbie and John Nau, Katie
and Patrick Oxford, Anita and Gerald Smith,
Rosie Zamora and Kay and Fred Zeidman and
the dynamic Board of Directors deserve our
thanks for the work they have done to
strengthen the Power Center and the Pyramid
Community Development Corporation. Mr.
Speaker, there are countless others who were
it not for their dedication and direction, we
would not be celebrating such a joyous 10th
anniversary of Houston's Power Center, and |
want to thank them also.

With that, | say congratulations to the Power
Center, to its leadership and to the community
that it serves. We offer our respect and thanks
for all that you do to provide an improved
quality of life for all Houstonians.

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SOUDER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, | ask unanimous con-
sent to take the time of the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER).

September 10, 2003

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

——
WASHINGTON WASTE WATCHERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-
BALART) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, | am here as a mem-
ber of the Washington waste watchers
group, and | am here to focus on irre-
sponsible spending on funds that miss
the beneficiary and then go elsewhere.

Today’s Washington waste watch,
Mr. Speaker, highlights the taxpayer
dollars that are sent to people other
than those who they are intended to go
for, and those are dollars that are sup-
posed to go for certain beneficiaries of
certain programs.

Americans should and would be
shocked to know that their tax dollars
are being sent to Washington, that
they are funding benefits for dead peo-
ple or prisoners and millions of people
that simply lie on their applications in
order to receive benefits that they do
not qualify for.

The Washington bureaucracy, for ex-
ample, is throwing away benefits that
taxpayers spend their hard-earned
money to fund and money that they
send to D.C. Mr. Speaker, for example,
23 percent of all students whose loans
were discharged due to disability
claims are actually holding jobs, and
many borrowers who receive death dis-
charges are found to be clearly alive,
Mr. Speaker, and in many cases, earn-
ing wages, 23 percent.

Medicaid, for example, paid $1.6 mil-
lion to a Wisconsin transportation
company for multiple round trips to,
among others, dead people that they
clearly were not transporting.

Mr. Speaker, there are some good
things going on, though. The Veterans
Affairs Inspector General is using com-
puter technology to identify individ-
uals who may be defrauding the VA by
receiving benefits that, again, for peo-
ple they are receiving benefits for peo-
ple that have already died. More than
5,500 possible cases have been identified
and they have actually recovered $4.7
million, but over the past 5 years, for
example, law enforcement has arrested
almost 7,000 fugitives who were ille-
gally receiving food stamps. They in-
cluded 1,500 accused drug offenders, Mr.
Speaker, 31 murderers, 45 sex offenders
and child molesters, hundreds wanted
for assault and robbery.

Mr. Speaker, more than 25 percent of
free and reduced price school lunches
are being consumed by children whose
families’ income is way above what
they should be to qualify for those pro-
grams, and then yet we do not have
enough money, some people will say,
for those that do qualify.
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The Veterans Affairs Inspector Gen-
eral estimated that roughly 13,700 in-
carcerated veterans have been paid
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about $100 million nationwide because
the Department just does not have a
way to figure out who are the prisoners
or not. These funds, Mr. Speaker, could
have paid for 45,000 monthly compensa-
tion benefits for disabled veterans who
do deserve it and who do need those
benefits.

Last year, Mr. Speaker, $366 million
in Pell grant awards were improperly
given out because applicants basically
understated their income. These funds
wasted on people that do not qualify
could have paid for over 84,000 Pell
grants for people that do deserve those
benefits.

Mr. Speaker, President Bush is com-
mitted to eliminating these improper
payments that plague these very im-
portant government programs. In fact,
the President’s management agenda
has identified improper payments as
one of the main elements within the
administration’s initiative to improve
financial management.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the American
people should not be fooled, and they
are not fooled, when millions of dollars
are being spent on benefits for dead
people, millions of dollars going to peo-
ple in prisons that clearly do not qual-
ify, millions going to people that lie on
their applications. And despite all this,
Mr. Speaker, the Democrats still want
to raise the hard-working American
taxpayers’ taxes.

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KING of lowa). Under a previous order
of the House, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. WEINER) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. WEINER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

REMEMBERING SEPTEMBER 11
VICTIMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. McCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. McCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, 2 years ago tomorrow morn-
ing over 3,000 of our fellow citizens lost
their lives in a series of terrorist at-
tacks. | lost 383 friends and neighbors
on Long Island alone. When | think
about tomorrow morning, we in Con-
gress are here; we in Congress are
going about our business. But | remem-
ber looking out of my window and see-
ing the smoke coming from the Pen-
tagon, and | remember looking up and
watching TV and seeing the plane
going into the Twin Towers. And with-
in a few moments watching another
plane hit the Towers, as all of us real-
ized we were under attack.

I will think of the families that have
lost their loved ones tomorrow morn-
ing, and | will think of our firemen and
our police officers and all our people
that ran into the buildings to try to
save those that they could. | will think
about my nurses that stood by in the
hospitals ready for the survivors.
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There are many people that will say
to these victims to get on with their
lives, to move forward. | would say to
those people that they have gotten on
with their lives; they have moved for-
ward, but the pain is still there. And |
say to the victims that | know it has
been a tough 2 years, but you have sur-
vived. | know they have been there for
their families and their children and
the mothers and the fathers that have
lost their children.

I hope the American people will real-
ly remember what September 11 was,
because we as Americans came to-
gether. We as Americans opened our
hearts and our pocketbooks. New York-
ers were there for everybody, the rest
of the country, and this Congress was
there for us.

The heroism that went on that day
was unbelievable, but that is what we
as Americans do. A lot of times we for-
get, because our lives are so busy; and
yet when a tragedy hits this country,
we have all come together. I ask my
fellow Americans to remember the
tragedy of 2 years ago tomorrow morn-
ing, and | ask them to remember by
doing an act of kindness. 1 ask my
friends on Long Island to reach out to
those families, because they are going
to need it.

I will be very honest with you, their
first anniversary they are still in
shock. And a lot of times the second
and third and fourth anniversary is
when the pain hits the hardest, and |
talk from experience. But | will say to
all those that were affected that your
life will go on, as hard as it is, and you
will learn to smile again and laugh
again. Because we have this sense of
survival in us. But | also know we sur-
vive because of all the people around us
that are there for us.

We also found out that there are peo-
ple out there that do not like us and do
want to attack us. But we as Ameri-
cans will fight back. They can try and
take down a building but they cannot
take away who we are. We are Ameri-
cans. | will ask everyone watching to
light a candle tomorrow and to remem-
ber all those that have died and those
that are continuing to die for our free-
dom.

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. NORWOOD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

REMEMBERING A.C. BARGER OF
CENTERVILLE, TEXAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise to honor the memory of
A.C. Barger of Centerville, Texas, a
constituent, friend, and distinguished
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American who recently passed away.
A.C. Barger was a patriot who loved his
country dearly. As an Army veteran,
he fought for freedom. A.C. saw action
on the front lines of the Korean War.
He put his life on the line for others.
He knew freedom is never free.

A successful businessman  who
worked his way from the ground up,
A.C. became the owner of the Wormser
Hat Company, creating jobs and hope
and opportunity for others. A.C. Barger
was an entrepreneur. A loyal Repub-
lican, A.C. worked tirelessly to elect
Republican candidates and was respon-
sible for leading the Leon County Re-
publican Party in my district, and all
agree he was the heart and soul of that
party.

As one who loved his fellow man,
A.C. was well known for his volunteer
services. From serving as the director
of the Leon County Crime Stoppers, to
leading the local VFW, to volunteering
at the senior center, A.C. Barger made
a difference in people’s lives. A devoted
Christian and devoted family man, A.C.
was a lay minister in the Methodist
Church and was married to his lovely
wife, Darlene, for 45 years.

Mr. Speaker, in 8 days | am due to
become the father of a son. | can think
of no greater tribute to pay a man than
to say | would be proud to have my son
grow up and be like A.C. Barger. | have
no doubt that A.C. has been received
with the words “Well done, good and
faithful servant.” | was proud to know
A.C. Barger, and we will miss him.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. HENSARLING. | yield to the
gentleman from Texas, a dear friend of
Mr. Barger’s.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman for yielding to me, and
I rise with him tonight to honor the
memory of our fellow friend and Texan,
A.C. Barger of Leon County, Texas.

A.C. left us in July; and although 1
am saddened by the loss of such a vi-
brant and caring person, | feel privi-
leged to have known him and will tell
you that my life was honored as a re-
sult of his service not only to me but
to others.
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A.C. left behind a giant footprint
throughout his years, and he touch the
lives of many, many people. He opened
his home to me on numerous occasions
and | can testify he was a man filled
with the joy of living. He was also a
man dedicated to service, service to his
wife, service to his family, service to
his Lord, service to his community,
service to his country. He was a hus-
band, a father, a friend, and a patriot.

From his service to the U.S. Army in
Korea, to his work with the youth and
elderly in Leon County, Texas, A.C.
Barger made a difference and inspired
others to do the same. Anyone can talk
about ideas, but A.C. recognized that
only actions ultimately mattered. He
cared about people, and he did his very
best to provide them with happiness.
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