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The realities of this injustice are 

grim. According to the most recent 
Census data, fewer than 20 percent of 
women age 65 and over are receiving 
private pension income—and these 
women are receiving an average of only 
$4,200 a year in such income, compared 
with $7,800 for men. Minority women 
are in even more desperate straits— 
only 15 percent of African-American 
women and 8 percent of Hispanic 
women receive pension income. 

As a result of these lower wages, 
longer lifespans and unfair pensions, 
nearly one in five older single women 
are living in poverty. 

Almost twenty years ago, we modi-
fied federal pension laws to provide 
greater protections for women in their 
retirements. The Retirement Equity 
Act of 1984 required defined benefit 
pension plans to pay survivor benefits, 
unless the spouse waived this protec-
tion. The time has come to extend and 
expand these protections. In many 
cases, the amount a spouse receives as 
a survivor benefit is often far too little 
to provide adequate support. The exist-
ing protections do not cover 401(k) and 
other defined contribution plans— 
which are now the only retirement as-
sistance for over half of the American 
who have private pensions. 

Under the legislation we are intro-
ducing today, women will have greater 
retirement security. They will have 
greater say in the management of their 
husband’s 401(k) funds. Widows will 
have more generous survivor benefits. 
Divorced women will have a greater 
ability to receive a share of their 
former husband’s pension after a di-
vorce. Our legislation offer long over-
due improvements in the private sys-
tem, so that retirement savings pro-
grams are more responsive to the reali-
ties of women’s lives and careers. Con-
gress must do all it can to strengthen 
women’s retirement security and end 
the many inequities that affect women 
in our current pension laws. I urge my 
colleagues to support the Women’s 
Pension Protection Act. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 225—COM-
MEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF DIPLOMATIC RELA-
TIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND BULGARIA 
Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr. LUGAR, 

Mr. BIDEN, and Mr. LIEBERMAN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 225 

Whereas the United States established dip-
lomatic relations with the Republic of Bul-
garia on September 19, 1903; 

Whereas the United States acknowledges 
the courage of the Bulgarian people in decid-
ing to pursue a free, democratic, and inde-
pendent Bulgaria and the steadfast persever-
ance of the Bulgarian people in building a so-
ciety based on democratic values, the rule of 
law, respect for human rights, and a free 
market economy; 

Whereas the Bulgarian people, including 
Bulgarian civil and religious leaders, bravely 
protected 50,000 Bulgarian Jews from depor-
tation and extermination during the Holo-
caust; 

Whereas Bulgaria has supported stability 
in the Balkans by rendering support to Oper-
ation Allied Force and Operation Joint 
Guardian led by the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), and by providing 
peacekeeping troops to the Stabilisation 
Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina and to the 
Kosovo Force in Kosovo; 

Whereas Bulgaria was among the very first 
countries to denounce terrorism and pledge 
active support to the United States in the 
fight against terrorism following the events 
of September 11, 2001; 

Whereas Bulgaria provided overflight and 
basing rights at the town of Burgas for Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and Bulgaria de-
ployed a military unit to Afghanistan as 
part of the International Security Assistance 
Force; 

Whereas Bulgaria has stood firmly by the 
United States in the cause of advancing free-
dom worldwide during its tenure as a non- 
permanent member of the United Nations 
Security Council; 

Whereas Bulgaria met each request of the 
United States relating to overflight and bas-
ing rights as well as transit of United States 
and coalition forces, and deployed a 500-man 
infantry battalion as part of a stabilization 
force in Iraq; 

Whereas in November 2003, Bulgaria was 
invited to join NATO and has shown deter-
mination in enacting the continued reforms 
necessary to be a productive, contributing 
member of the Alliance; 

Whereas Bulgaria strongly supports the 
strengthening of trans-Atlantic relations 
and considers the relations to be a basis for 
NATO unity and cooperation in countering 
new threats to global security; and 

Whereas in May 2003, the Senate gave its 
consent with 96 votes to 0 for the ratification 
of the accession protocols of Bulgaria and 6 
other aspirant countries from Central and 
Eastern Europe to NATO, thereby welcoming 
their contribution to common trans-Atlantic 
security: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the 100 years of diplomatic 

relations between the United States and Bul-
garia; 

(2) commends the Republic of Bulgaria for 
developing increasingly friendly and broadly 
based relations with the United States, 
which are now the most favorable in the his-
tory of United States-Bulgaria relations; 

(3) recognizes Bulgaria’s continued con-
tributions towards bringing peace, stability, 
and prosperity to the region of southeastern 
Europe, including the contributions of Bul-
garia to regional security and democratic 
stability; 

(4) salutes Bulgaria’s willing cooperation 
and increasingly vital role as a valuable ally 
in the war against international terrorism; 

(5) highlights the importance of Bulgaria’s 
active participation in regional initiatives 
such as the Stability Pact for Southeast Eu-
rope, the Southeast Europe Cooperative Ini-
tiative, and the Southeast Europe Coopera-
tion Process, and the various projects of 
those initiatives, which are focused on fight-
ing crime and corruption, increasing trade, 
improving the investment climate, and gen-
erally preparing Bulgaria and Southeast Eu-
rope as a whole for eventual membership in 
the European Union; and 

(6) encourages opportunities for greater co-
operation between the United States and 
Bulgaria in the political, military, economic, 
and cultural spheres. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 68—HONORING THE LIFE OF 
JOHNNY CASH 
Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr. 

FRIST, Mrs. LINCOLN, and Mr. PRYOR) 
submitted the following concurrent 
resolution; which was ordered held at 
the desk. 

S. CON. RES. 68 
Whereas Johnny Cash was one of the most 

influential and recognized voices of Amer-
ican music throughout the world, whose in-
fluence spanned generations and musical 
genres; 

Whereas Johnny Cash was born on Feb-
ruary 26, 1932, in Kingsland, Arkansas, and 
moved with his family at the age of 3 to 
Dyess, Arkansas, where the family farmed 20 
acres of cotton and other seasonal crops; 

Whereas those early years in the life of 
Johnny Cash inspired songs such as ‘‘Look at 
Them Beans’’ and ‘‘Five Feet High and Ris-
ing’’; 

Whereas Johnny Cash eventually released 
more than 70 albums of original material in 
his lifetime, beginning with his first record-
ing in 1955 with the Tennessee Two; 

Whereas Johnny Cash was a devoted hus-
band to June Carter Cash, a father of 5 chil-
dren, and a grandfather; 

Whereas Johnny Cash received extensive 
recognition for his contributions to the mu-
sical heritage of the Nation, including mem-
bership in the Grand Old Opry; induction 
into the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame, 
the Country Music Hall of Fame, and the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame; and his receipt 
of numerous awards, including Kennedy Cen-
ter Honors, 11 Grammy awards, and the 2001 
National Medal of Arts; 

Whereas Johnny Cash embodied the cre-
ativity, innovation, and social conscience 
that define American music; 

Whereas Johnny Cash was a vocal cham-
pion of the downtrodden, the working man, 
and Native Americans; and 

Whereas the Nation has lost one of its 
most prolific and influential musicians with 
the death of Johnny Cash on September 12, 
2003, in Nashville, Tennessee: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) honors the life and accomplishments of 
Johnny Cash; 

(2) recognizes and honors Johnny Cash for 
his invaluable contributions to the Nation, 
Tennessee, and our musical heritage; and 

(3) extends its condolences to the Cash 
family on the death of a remarkable man. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 
today I am introducing a concurrent 
resolution honoring Johnny Cash. 

Johnny Cash died on Friday in Nash-
ville. The man whose singing voice 
sounded like a big freight train com-
ing, is gone. The concurrent resolution 
I introduce today is on behalf of my 
colleague, the majority leader, Senator 
BILL FRIST of Tennessee, the Senators 
from Arkansas, Mrs. LINCOLN and Mr. 
PRYOR, and the distinguished Senator 
ROBERTS, who probably knows the 
words to ‘‘I Walk the Line,’’ as do most 
of us all over the world. 

Johnny Cash lived a little bit outside 
of Nashville. I was in his home one 
time and I asked him: Johnny, how 
many nights do you perform on the 
road? 

He looked at me with some surprise. 
He said: Oh, about 300 a year. 

Why do you do that, I asked him in 
amazement? 
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