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course of his remarkable career, Mr. Gebhard
has remained focused on maintaining impec-
cable customer relations while serving area
residents.

Upon his 50th anniversary of Federal serv-
ice, his wife Leigh Gebhard, and both those
he has helped serve and those he has worked
with, appreciate and respect the work he has
accomplished over the years. | feel confident
in saying that Mr. Gebhard truly has an impact
in the lives of those around him.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to offer my sincere
and heartfelt congratulations to Mr. Harold L.
Gebhard on his 50th anniversary in serving
the public. For the past 50 years, he has dedi-
cated himself towards helping the residents of
Northwest Florida and for that we will be for-
ever grateful. Mr. Speaker, on this such occa-
sion, we honor one of America’s greatest pub-
lic servants.

————
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Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, |
come today to the floor of the House to speak
about Cuban political prisoner Dr. Jose Luis
Garcia Paneque, Surely few of my colleagues
are aware of the case of Dr. Jose Luis Garcia
Paneque, but that does not make his impris-
onment by the Castro dictatorship any less
brutal and inhumane, or any less deserving of
our attention.

Mr. Speaker, more of my colleagues need
to know the names of Cuba’s many political
prisoners.

Dr. Garcia Paneque is 38 years old, mar-
ried, with four young children. He is a talented
medical professional with an entire life and fu-
ture ahead of him. However, he was born after
the Castro dictatorship’s take-over and into the
totalitarian nightmare that some Castro syco-
phants say has improved the lives of the
Cuban people. Dr. Garcia Paneque does not
see it that way, because he is not free. He is
a young doctor in jail because of his belief in
freedom.

Dr. Garcia Paneque was arrested, along
with more than 100 others, in the March 2003
crackdown, on the internal opposition. What
was his crime? He provided free medical care
independent of the government, opened a pri-
vate library, defended human rights, and
worked with the independent media.

Imagine, Mr. Speaker, there are Members of
Congress who have dined with Castro and ac-
tually point to the dictatorship’s health care
system as a model, yet | am sure they do not
even know the name of this man who was ar-
rested because he was the leader of a re-
gional branch of the unofficial Independent
Medical Association. Dr. Garcia Paneque gave
medical treatment to Cubans who were denied
that treatment by the system run by the dicta-
torship.

You see, Mr. Speaker, the Castro dictator-
ship uses access to medical treatment, food,
education, and other things we take for grant-
ed, as a tool of political control. Dr. Garcia
Paneque’s association of medical profes-
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sionals is nothing more than a group inde-
pendent of the government controlled medical
association. On Capitol Hill, we meet with doz-
ens of associations representing medical pro-
fessionals, but under the Castro dictatorship,
there can only be one medical association in
Cuba and it is controlled by the dictatorship.

Dr. Garcia Paneque was detained March
18, sentenced on April 4 to 24 years in prison,
and transferred on May 17 to Villa Clara Pro-
vincial Prison with his hands and feet tied be-
hind his back. It was a 7-hour ride by truck.
According to what his wife has been told by
his jailers, he was transferred to a prison 300
miles from where she lives to deny her and
their four children regular visitation.

Dr. Garcia Paneque’s wife, Yamile Llanez,
is a lawyer and also a member of the opposi-
tion movement. Because of her activities in
support of human rights, she has been
stripped of her job and her food ration card.
She and her children are dependent on charity
to survive.

Dr. Garcia Paneque has lost 30 pounds
since he was detained on March 18. He is
currently held in something worse than solitary
confinement: a dark 2.5 by 5 foot punishment
cell. In his cell, he cannot move or exercise,
and there are absolutely no sanitary facilities.
He suffers from currently untreated asthma, al-
lergies, and skin fungus.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to know
Mr. Garcia Paneque’s name. And know the
name of his wife, Yamile Llanez. | ask Mem-
bers to learn the names of the other political
prisoners | have spoken about from the floor
of the U.S. House of Representatives: Ibarra,
Rivero, Leyva, Antunez, Espinosa, Roque. |
ask Members who visit with Castro to also
raise the names of these brave political pris-
oners, to demand to visit them, and to de-
mand their release.

Mr. Speaker, | ask for my colleagues to be-
lieve what Dr. Garcia Paneque believes: that
Cuba should be free.

———
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Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce a resolution calling for Taiwan to
become a member of the United Nations.

The resolution states that it is the sense of
Congress that “(1) Taiwan and its 23 million
people deserve full and equal membership in
the United Nations and other international or-
ganizations; and (2) the United States should
take a leading role in gaining international
support for Taiwan’'s participation in these or-
ganizations.”

Taiwan, a strong advocate of human rights
and fundamental freedoms, and a bastion of
economic strength, deserves the same privi-
leges as all other thriving democracies. With
the election of its President, Mr. Chen Shui-
bian, in a free and fair election in March 2000,
Taiwan continues to strengthen its democracy
by improving safeguards for human rights and
contributing to the international community.

Taiwan was driven out of the United Nations
in 1971 and, since then, has continually tried
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to regain admission. The People’s Republic of
China (PRC) has blocked those efforts. The
PRC, one of the five permanent Security
Council members, which determines new UN
membership, continually pressures other na-
tions not to support Taiwan’'s membership.

The 23 million people of Taiwan have much
to contribute, both intellectually and financially,
to many international organizations, including
the UN. Clearly, the people of Taiwan should
also benefit from any positive work these or-
ganizations engage in as well.

It is unreasonable for the people of Taiwan
to be excluded from full participation in inter-
national institutions. Denying Taiwan member-
ship in the United Nations and other inter-
national organizations, such as the World
Health Organization, is unacceptable.

For the past several years, both Houses of
the U.S. Congress have consistently intro-
duced and passed legislation supporting Tai-
wan’s meaningful participation and member-
ship into the United Nations and the World
Health Organization. This important legislation
restates our support and our commitment to
the progress of Taiwan’s democracy.

| believe that Taiwan’s full and equal mem-
bership in the United Nations and other inter-
national organizations is long overdue. Now is
the time to right the wrong committed in 1971,
by granting Taiwan the status it deserves.

————
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Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, today | am
pleased to introduce legislation that will
strengthen the role that science plays within
the Environmental Protection Agency. This
legislation is precisely the same bill that
passed the House in April of last year (H.R.
64 in the 107th Congress).

| introduce this today on the heels of the
Administration’s renewed interest in passing
legislation that would promote EPA to a cabi-
net-level department. | still support efforts to
elevate EPA without significant structural
changes, yet | strongly believe that the sci-
entific and regulatory arms of the Agency
should be more integrated. The Administration
has recently shown a new willingness to ac-
cept some restructuring proposals as part of
legislation to elevate EPA. In fact, during a re-
cent congressional hearing the acting EPA Ad-
ministrator testified that, “the time has come to
establish EPA as a permanent member of the
Cabinet, modernizing its structure in a straight-
forward way to ensure it can respond effec-
tively to future environmental challenges.”

If restructuring proposals are included in
elevation legislation, then the most funda-
mental and straightforward reform needed at
the EPA is to strengthen the role that science
plays in the Agency’s regulatory decision-mak-
ing process. Science must infuse this process.
Too often it is used as a cudgel to win a legal
battle, or as an afterthought to the regulatory
process, rather than as the foundation of a
regulatory decision.
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