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2003, the first major accident since the trag-
edy in 1982, there is no question about the 
value of this team. The earth will continue to 
tremble under the great wings of the Thunder-
birds because of Bill Creech. 

To Bill’s wife, Caroline, I offer the condo-
lences and admiration of Nevadans and- 
Americans. The loss of Bill Creech is a loss 
for our great Nation. We all join together to ex-
press our gratitude for the service and sac-
rifice of a great man.
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Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to 
acknowledge the reopening of Bailey and Bar-
clay Halls on the campus of Urbana University 
in Urbana, Ohio, after extensive renovations to 
both buildings. 

Founded in 1850 by the Swedenborgian 
Church, Urbana University is known for its 
strong liberal arts tradition and the solid moral 
education provided to its students. Bailey Hall 
is the university’s oldest building, constructed 
in 1853 and named after Francis Bailey, who 
fought alongside George Washington at Valley 
Forge. Bailey also served as the official printer 
of the Continental Congress, and was a close 
colleague of his fellow printer Benjamin Frank-
lin. 

Barclay Hall, completed in 1883, was the 
third building constructed at Urbana University. 
It was named for Hester Barclay, an orphan 
taken in by Francis Bailey. Both Bailey and 
Barclay Halls appear on the National Registry 
of Historic Places. 

Francis Bailey and Hester Barclay are con-
sidered to be the first male and female Swe-
denborgian converts in North America, and 
were themselves instrumental in the conver-
sion of John Chapman, better known as John-
ny Appleseed. Appleseed distributed Bailey’s 
paper The True Christian Religion on his own 
missionary and apple-planting travels, and 
was a frequent visitor to the Urbana area. Bai-
ley Hall houses the Johnny Appleseed Edu-
cation Center and Museum, the largest known 
collection of the conservationist’s memorabilia. 
The Center is devoted to promoting Chap-
man’s vital role in helping to develop the 
Northwest Territory through spreading both 
apple seeds and his faith in God. 

The $1.8 million renovation to these two 
buildings provides needed improvements to 
the Appleseed Museum, as well as additional 
modern classroom space, meeting rooms, and 
faculty office space. These facilities will en-
hance the learning experience both of Ur-
bana’s students and visiting scholars to the 
Appleseed Center. I salute the hard work and 
dedication of everyone who has helped to 
make this project a success.
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Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate Ms. Joanne Stockdale on the 
great honor of being named Iowa Small Busi-
ness Person of the Year by the Small Busi-
ness Administration. It is because of the excel-
lent reputation that she established since pur-
chasing Northern Iowa Die Casting, Inc. in 
1984, that she deserves this recognition. 
Small businesses are the backbone of Iowa’s 
economy, and it takes true entrepreneurial 
spirit and determination to ride economic 
waves in order to remain successful. It is to 
her credit that Northern Iowa Die Casting, Inc. 
has grown from six to 100 employees, with 
sales soaring from $225,000 to $10 million. 
She is to be commended for bringing jobs and 
commerce to Lake Park, Iowa. 

I also recognize her for the great honor of 
representing Iowa small business at the Na-
tional Entrepreneurial Conference and Expo 
held this week in Washington, D.C., while 
competing for the national Small Business 
Person of the Year Award. 

As a small business owner for 28 years, I 
have great personal appreciation for both the 
struggles she faces and the joys of seeing the 
fruits of her labor. Since arriving at the U.S. 
Congress in January, I have made small busi-
ness a legislative priority, and my work on the 
Small Business Committee has already en-
abled me to assist in creating legislation that 
will help small business leaders like Joanne 
Stockdale.
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor our Nation’s small businesses. 
Today we are marking the 50th anniversary of 
the SBA, an agency with the critical role in our 
country of supporting and promoting small 
businesses. Twenty-three million small busi-
nesses nationwide produce more than two-
thirds of all new U.S. jobs; generate more than 
half of our Gross Domestic Product; represent 
99.7 percent of all employers; and provide al-
most all workers with their first jobs. Small 
businesses in America form the backbone of 
the American economy and they are economic 
anchors in our communities. 

In my home State of Illinois, close to 98.2 
percent of our almost 280,000 employer busi-
nesses are small businesses with fewer than 
500 employees. Currently, there are an esti-
mated 6.2 million women-owned businesses in 
the United States, accounting for 28 percent of 
all privately held firms. These firms generate 
$1.15 trillion in sales and employ 9.2 million 
workers. Minority-owned businesses have 
quadrupled over the last decade. Minorities 
now own 15 percent of American businesses 

and 99 percent of these firms are small busi-
nesses. The fact that small businesses make 
a substantial contribution to our economy is 
undeniable. 

America’s small businesses could also act 
as a driver for our weakened economy. But 
they are struggling. They are struggling to 
cover the soaring cost of providing their em-
ployees with healthcare and they are strug-
gling to simply survive in the Bush economy. 
Only 3 percent of the benefits of the $350 bil-
lion tax cut package that President Bush sold 
as a ‘‘job creation plan’’ went to small busi-
nesses. Instead of benefiting those companies 
that create the most new jobs, the President’s 
tax breaks go into the pockets of the wealthi-
est Americans. 

We should do more than mark the 50th an-
niversary of the SBA. We should take imme-
diate action to help our small businesses and 
their employees. We should pass this resolu-
tion today, but we must then follow through 
with real relief to small businesses. Our small 
business owners and employees know that if 
you expect to succeed, you don’t keep your 
customers waiting. We can’t allow President 
Bush to keep our small businesses waiting 
much longer.
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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the valuable work of the Employee 
Benefit Research Institute (EBRI) as it cele-
brates its 25th anniversary. Established in 
1978, EBRI is a nonprofit nonpartisan organi-
zation committed exclusively to data dissemi-
nation, policy research and education on eco-
nomic security and employee benefits. 

Few issues are as complex and important 
as those involving retirement security policy. 
For the past quarter century, EBRI has pro-
vided Members of Congress and other policy-
makers with objective, unbiased information 
on this critical issue. EBRI helps provide a 
context for our debates, and because it makes 
no policy recommendations, EBRI’s facts can 
be comfortably used by all participants in de-
bates. 

The information provided by EBRI has 
served Congress well for the past 25 years. 
During this time, we have seen some signifi-
cant changes and improvements to our na-
tion’s retirement system. EBRI consistently il-
luminates the real issues and clarifies the key 
questions about retirement, which helps us to 
provide a better future for America’s workers 
and retirees. I am certain that EBRI will con-
tinue to be an invaluable resource to policy-
makers as we continue to strengthen our na-
tion’s retirement security laws. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues will join 
me in recognizing the contributions of EBRI. 
As it celebrates its 25th anniversary, all of us 
congratulate EBRI for its commitment to ad-
vancing policymakers’ knowledge and under-
standing of retirement security issues and their 
importance to our country.
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