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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FOLEY). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair announces that he will 
postpone further proceedings today on 
each motion to suspend the rules on 
which a recorded vote or the yeas and 
nays are ordered, or on which the vote 
is objected to under clause 6 of rule 
XX. 

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken after 6:30 p.m. 
today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING IMPORTANCE AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF SPORTSMEN 
TO AMERICAN SOCIETY 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 362) recognizing the im-
portance and contributions of sports-
men to American society, supporting 
the traditions and values of sportsmen, 
and recognizing the many economic 
benefits associated with outdoor sport-
ing activities. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 362

Whereas there are more than 38 million 
sportsmen in the United States; 

Whereas these sportsmen, who come from 
all walks of life, engage in a sport they love, 
while helping to stimulate the economy, es-
pecially in small, rural communities, and 
contributing to conservation efforts; 

Whereas sportsmen demonstrate values of 
conservation, appreciation of the outdoors, 
and love of the natural beauty of the United 
States; 

Whereas sporting activities have both 
physical and mental health benefits that 
allow Americans to escape from the fast pace 
of their lives and to spend time with their 
families and friends; 

Whereas sportsmen pass down their love of 
the outdoors from generation to generation; 

Whereas many sportsmen consider hunt-
ing, trapping, and fishing of tremendous im-
portance to the American way of life; 

Whereas sportsmen have a passion for 
learning about nature and have a tremen-
dous respect for the game pursued, other 
sportsmen, the non-hunting populace, and 
the natural resources upon which they de-
pend; 

Whereas the total economic contribution 
of sportsmen amounts to $70 billion annu-
ally, with a ripple effect amounting to $179 
billion; 

Whereas sportsmen contribute $1.7 billion 
every year for conservation programs, and 
these funds constitute a significant portion 
of on-the-ground wildlife conservation fund-
ing; 

Whereas anglers support one million jobs 
and small businesses in communities in 
every part of the United States, and they 
purchase $3.2 billion in basic fishing equip-
ment every year; 

Whereas tens of millions of Americans 
hunt and are a substantial economic force, 
spending $21 billion every year; 

Whereas a sportsman President, Theodore 
Roosevelt, established America’s first Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge 100 years ago, and 
with the committed support of sportsmen 
over the last century, this system includes 
more than 540 refuges spanning 95 million 
acres throughout all 50 States; 

Whereas the funds raised from sportsmen 
through their purchase of Federal migratory 

bird hunting and conservation stamps under 
the Act of March 16, 1934, (commonly known 
as the Duck Stamp Act, 16 U.S.C. 718a et 
seq.), are used to purchase and restore vital 
wetlands in the refuge system; 

Whereas the sale of such stamps has raised 
more than 500 million dollars which has been 
used to acquire approximately 5 million 
acres of refuge lands so far; 

Whereas, in 1937, Congress passed the Pitt-
man-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (16 
U.S.C. 669 et seq.), whereby sportsmen and 
the firearms and ammunition industries 
agreed to a self-imposed 10 percent excise tax 
on ammunition and firearms, the proceeds of 
which are distributed to the States for wild-
life restoration; 

Whereas the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife 
Restoration Act has created a source of per-
manent funding for State wildlife agencies 
that has been used to rebuild and expand the 
ranges of numerous species, including wild 
turkey, white-tailed deer, pronghorn ante-
lope, wood duck, beaver, black bear, Amer-
ican elk, bison, desert bighorn sheep, bobcat, 
and mountain lion, and several non-game 
species, including bald eagles, sea otters, and 
numerous song birds; 

Whereas, in 1950, Congress passed the Din-
gell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Act (16 
U.S.C. 777 et seq.) whereby recreational an-
glers and the fishing and tackle manufac-
turing industries agreed to a self-imposed 10 
percent excise tax on sport fishing equip-
ment (including fishing rods, reels, lines, and 
hooks, artificial lures, baits and flies, and 
other fishing supplies and accessories), the 
proceeds of which are used for the purposes 
of constructing fish hatcheries, building boat 
access facilities, promoting fishing, and edu-
cating children about aquatic resources and 
fishing; and 

Whereas the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish 
Restoration Act was amended in 1984 to ex-
tend the excise tax to previously untaxed 
items of sport fishing equipment and to dedi-
cate a portion of the existing Federal tax on 
motorboat fuels to such purposes, such that 
now approximately one-third of all the funds 
expended by State fish and wildlife agencies 
for maintenance and development of sports 
fisheries are collected through the use of this 
excise tax: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the importance and contribu-
tions of sportsmen to American society; 

(2) supports the traditions and values of 
sportsmen; 

(3) supports the many conservation pro-
grams implemented by sportsmen; 

(4) recognizes the many economic benefits 
associated with outdoor sporting activities; 
and 

(5) recognizes the importance of encour-
aging the recruitment of, and teaching the 
traditions of hunting, trapping, and fishing 
to, future sportsmen.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE) and the gen-
tlewoman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Mexico (Mr. PEARCE). 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to present 
this bipartisan resolution to recognize 
the valuable contributions of the 38 
million sportsmen in the United 
States. Hunting, fishing and trapping 
is woven into the fabric of our cultural 
heritage. There have been many nota-

ble hunters and fishermen throughout 
our history, including the father of the 
National Wildlife System, President 
Theodore Roosevelt; the founder of the 
Audubon Society, John James Audu-
bon; and the great literary writer, Er-
nest Hemingway. 

Today’s sportsmen contribute more 
than $70 billion annually to our econ-
omy with a positive ripple effect 
amounting to $179 billion. Both hunters 
and fishermen voluntarily pay Federal 
excise taxes on guns, rods, reels, am-
munition and outdoor equipment. In 
fact, since 1937, sportsmen have con-
tributed billions of dollars through the 
Pittman-Robertson Act and the Din-
gell-Johnson Act for the benefit of all 
fish and wildlife species. 

Mr. Speaker, autumn is rapidly ap-
proaching, and soon 28 million Ameri-
cans will take to the woods and 
streams to enjoy nature, relax and re-
affirm their connection to the land. 
These sportsmen are the true environ-
mentalists who have sacrificed time, 
money, and labor to improve habitat 
throughout the Nation. Let there be no 
mistake, without fishermen and hunt-
ers, there would be no Canadian geese, 
ducks, striped bass, rainbow trout or 
wild turkeys because there would be no 
money to maintain the habitat which 
is essential to the survival of these spe-
cies.

b 1415 

All of us have fishermen and hunters 
in our districts. This resolution is im-
portant for them and for the millions 
who enjoy hiking, bird watching, and 
wildlife photography. Without the dol-
lars and leadership provided by sports-
men, there would be no fish or wildlife 
to enjoy. 

I want to compliment the sponsors of 
this resolution, including the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WALSH), 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. HAYES), the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMPSON), the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL), the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Mr. RA-
HALL), the gentleman from Alaska (Mr. 
YOUNG), and the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE) for 
their leadership on behalf of sportsmen 
in this country. This resolution, which 
has been endorsed by 44 hunting and 
conservation groups, will recognize the 
importance of sportsmen, conservation 
programs, outdoor sporting activities, 
and the importance of teaching the tra-
ditions of hunting and fishing. 

I urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote on House Reso-
lution 362. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, as 
stated by my colleague, the previous 
speaker, this noncontroversial resolu-
tion would recognize the importance 
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