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central mission of Children’s Friend’s is “to
promote the emotional, social and physical
health of a needy and diverse population of
children and to advocate of their rights.”

The Children’'s Friend Inc. Ambassadors
Award was established to honor a diplomatic
official of the highest rank appointed and ac-
credited to represent an organization’s perma-
nent mission to the community. Rev. Kennedy
first became involved with the Children’s
Friend Inc. in 1993 and served on the organi-
zation’s Board of Directors from 1994 to 2002.
He was presented with this award because of
his tireless and continued effort to advocate
for the well being and welfare of children. This
is a testimony to the power that one individual
can utilize to benefit the lives of many.

In addition to this achievement, Rev. Ken-
nedy has served the Massachusetts Lutheran
and Episcopalian community in a distinguished
manner for well over 20 years. After grad-
uating from Harvard Divinity school and the
Hamma School of Theology at Wittenberg Col-
lege, Rev. Kennedy began his career as a
pastor at the St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Gloucester, Massachusetts. Since then, he
has actively and impressively represented his
own congregations and the greater church
community through the numerous positions.
Some of his many outstanding contributions
include serving as delegate to the Lutheran
Church in America Convention four times and
holding a variety of positions for the Lutheran
Service Association, and the Lutheran Social
Service of New England.

Rev. Kennedy's commitment to social serv-
ice and human welfare is extensive. He sat on
the American Red Cross Board of Directors,
and served as President of the Worcester
Chapter of the American Cancer Society. He
was a member of the Board of Trustees at
Upsula College and currently sits on the Board
of Trustees at Endicott College.

Mr. Speaker, | am certain that the entire
U.S. House of Representatives joins me in
congratulating Rev. Kennedy for this high
honor.

———

100  YEARS OF UNITED STATES-
BULGARIAN DIPLOMATIC RELA-
TIONS

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, last Thursday
while Washington was consumed with the ar-
rival of hurricane Isabel, a significant celebra-
tion was taking place in Sofia, Bulgaria.

On September 18, the United States and
Bulgaria marked the 100th anniversary of dip-
lomatic relations between our two countries.

Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, Bulgaria
has worked hard to build a stable democracy
and to provide its people the very freedoms
we have for so long taken for granted in this
country. The people of Bulgaria should be
proud of what they have accomplished over
this past 13 years.

Bulgaria has also worked to reaffirm and
strengthen its friendship with the United
States. Bulgaria has worked with us to pro-
moted stability and peace in the Balkans by
providing peacekeeping forces in Bosnia and
Kosovo.
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After the tragedy of September 11, 2001,
Bulgaria was among the very first countries to
denounce terrorism and pledge active support
to the United States in the fight against global
terrorism. Bulgaria supported Operation En-
during Freedom and the International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan and is
presently providing 500 infantry soldiers to the
Iraq stabilization force.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, on the occasion of
this 100th anniversary of United States-Bul-
garian diplomatic relations, it is appropriate to
reflect on this important relationship and to
dedicate ourselves to promoting good relations
for the next 100 years.

———

HONORING ST. JOSEPH PARISH ON
THE OCCASION OF THEIR 150TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. CHRIS CHOCOLA

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Rev. Michael Couhig, CSC, and
the congregation of Holy Cross on the 150th
anniversary of the founding of St. Joseph Par-
ish by the congregation.

St. Joseph is South Bend, Indiana’s oldest
Catholic  worshipping community. Initially
called St. Alexis Chapel, it was established by
Rev. Edward F. Sorin, CSC, as a mission
chapel of Notre Dame.

Since that time, the congregation has treas-
ured history.

The first building, which was both a chapel
and a school, was erected in 1853 in the com-
munity of Lowell, at what is now the intersec-
tion of Hill and LaSalle streets.

By the next year, the Sisters of the Holy
Cross were teaching children in the tiny build-
ing. In 1866, that first structure was replaced
with a larger building named the Church of the
Assumption.

The second church building burned to the
ground in 1872. A third church was built near-
by on the present site of St. Joseph Medical
Center. By 1881, when the cornerstone for the
fourth church was laid on the current site, the
parish was known as Saint Joseph, and Low-
ell had been absorbed by the city of South
Bend. The parish thrived, welcoming French,
English, Irish, Italians, Southeast Asians, and
all others as they came. Because of structural
weaknesses, the handsome old Gothic church
had to be demolished, and the current church
was erected in 1965. St. Joe’s current parish
registration numbers over 720 families.

As the parish grew, so did their school. The
school expanded into Assumption Academy, a
boarding and day school, which in 1886 was
replaced by a larger two-story building. By
1926, that structure was overflowing, and the
present school was built. Since that time, the
school's high standards have remained un-
changed. St. Joseph School is the oldest con-
tinuously operating school in the city of South
Bend, Indiana, and their building was placed
on the National Register of Historic Places in
1999.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Rev. Couhig and
his parishioners for contributing to the spiritual,
educational, and economic development of the
Michiana community for the past 150 years.
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TRIBUTE TO RALPH SAMPLE

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before this
body of Congress and this nation today to pay
tribute to the life and memory of Ralph Sam-
ple who recently passed away at the age of
85. A lifelong resident of New Castle, Colo-
rado, Ralph was an enterprising and hard
working man who was extensively involved in
his community. | am honored to pay tribute to
his memory here today.

Ralph was born in Glenwood Springs in
1917. Later in life, Ralph settled with his wife
Edna in his native Glenwood Springs, where
they farmed, raised cattle and sheep, and
Ralph operated Sample’s Jersey Dairy. In ad-
dition to farming and ranching, Ralph was an
entrepreneur. He helped to establish both the
Glenwood Insurance Agency & Realty and
Valley Realty.

Many community groups benefited from
Ralph’s participation. He was extensively in-
volved with the Glenwood Springs Masonic
Lodge as a member of both the York Rite and
the Scottish Rite. Ralph was also an active
community leader with the Glenwood Springs
Rotary Club and the Elk Creek Grange No.
415. He devoted countless hours to their
many philanthropic pursuits.

Mr. Speaker, | join with my colleagues in ex-
tending my deepest sympathies to the family
of Ralph Sample. His hard work and civic-
mindedness stand as a shining example of the
spirit of Colorado. While Ralph has passed on,
his legacy will live on with all those who knew
him. | am honored to recognize his life and
passing here today.

———————

HONORING MAESTRO ENRIQUE
DIEMECKE

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask the House
of Representatives to join me in congratulating
Maestro Enrique Diemecke as he begins his
fifteenth year as the Music Director and Prin-
cipal Conductor of the Flint Symphony Or-
chestra. Maestro Diemecke will be honored for
his service at a dinner on October 4th.

Enriqgue Diemecke became an integral part
of the Flint musical community in 1988. An
internationally recognized musician and mae-
stro, he is considered to be one of the best
young maestros working in the world today.
His list of accomplishments is extensive. After
studying at Catholic University in Washington,
DC. and the Pierre Monteux School for Ad-
vanced Conductors he embarked upon a mu-
sical career that spans several continents. He
has served to the delight of audiences as the
conductor for orchestras in North America, Eu-
rope, New Zealand and South America. His
sublime interpretation of both classical com-
posers and emerging talents have won rave
reviews everywhere he performs.

His musical endeavors have not been lim-
ited to live performance. Maestro Diemecke
has recorded several pieces of music. He won
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the Bruno Walter Orpheus d'Or Prized for Best
Opera Conductor by the Academy of Lyric Re-
cordings for his live recording of Mascagni's
Parisina. His 1993 recordings of the music by
Revueltas, Chavez, and Moncayo was hon-
ored with the Golden Record Award and was
a top ten seller in Mexico for over a year.

As a composer, Enrigue Diemecke's work
commands international respect. During the
1998 World Cup, he was commissioned by
Radio France Festival to compose a work in
honor of the soccer spectacular. His composi-
tion, Die-Sir-E, was heard around the world
and has been performed at other venues
since the World Cup. His compositions are in-
creasingly presented to the public by orches-
tras in several countries.

It is an honor to ask my fellow members of
the House of Representatives to join me in
congratulating Maestro Enrique Diemecke for
his collaboration with the Flint Symphony Or-
chestra. During the past fifteen years, Maestro
Deimecke has inspired a spirit of joy and en-
thusiasm with each performance, enriching the
life of the greater Flint area with his talent and
blessing our community through his continued
association with the Flint Symphony Orches-
tra.

———

IN REMEMBERANCE OF THE VIC-
TIMS OF THE KATYN FOREST
MASSACRE

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the memory of the victims of the
Katyn Forest Massacre of 1940. A Memorial
Service sponsored by the Katyn Forest Mas-
sacre Memorial Committee of the New Jersey
Division of the Polish American Congress was
held on Sunday, September 21, 2003, at the
Katyn Monument in Jersey City, New Jersey.

The Katyn Forest Massacre Memorial Serv-
ice is a tribute to the bravery of the Polish
people who fought valiantly during World War
Il. Over sixty-three years ago, during the So-
viet invasion of Poland, over 15,000 Polish
military officers, intelligentsia, prisoners of war,
clergy, and Polish civilians were attacked and
killed by Soviet military and secret police.
Over 4,500 bodies were discovered in the
Katyn Forest in a single mass grave.

This year, the Katyn Massacre Memorial
Service will also pay special tribute to the
brave men and women who perished in the
horrific terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center, the Pentagon, and Flight 93 in Som-
erset County, Pennsylvania, on September 11,
2001. Although more than 60 years apart, the
loss of innocent lives in both tragic events
have had a profound effect on our society. To
lay wreaths and flowers in memory of all of
the victims is a fitting tribute, as the site of the
Katyn Monument in Exchange Place in Jersey
City once looked upon the towers of the World
Trade Center just across the Hudson River.

Today, | ask that my colleagues join me in
remembering the victims of the Katyn Mas-
sacre and the September 11th attacks, and
honor their sacrifice and courage. May we
continue to honor the memories of those who
were lost, so we will not be destined to repeat
the horrors of the injustices suffered by these
innocent victims.
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MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 1588. NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2004

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend the brave men and women of our
armed services who are carrying out the mis-
sion to provide hope and freedom to the Iragi
people. | would also like to commend Rep-
resentative CROWLEY for his leadership and
advocacy for our men and women in uniform.

Like many of my colleagues, | am con-
cerned with the increasing frequency and du-
ration of Reserve component deployments.
During the Cold War era, the Reserve compo-
nents were a manpower pool that was rarely
tapped. However, this resource has become
increasingly important to our peacekeeping
and counterterrorism missions. As a result, the
demands placed on Guard and Reserve fami-
lies are quickly growing. Not only do these
families often have to adjust to life on much
smaller salaries, they may have to worry about
maintaining their health coverage. This situa-
tion is unacceptable, and we need to provide
our Guard and Reserve with this coverage
from the start so that the stresses of deploy-
ment are not compounded by worries about
healthcare. | believe offering the guarantee of
long-term health coverage would not only help
the families of activated Guard and Reservists,
but also increase recruitment and retention of
some of our most valuable personnel.

As a member of the House Armed Services
Committee, | firmly believe that members of
our National Guard and Reserve should have
benefits commensurate with those of active
duty forces. With the announcement that the
Reserves’ total commitments could now be in
excess of a year in some circumstances, this
problem must be remedied immediately, and if
not by the Pentagon then by Congress. We
place enough burdens on these families as it
is, | want us to make every effort to remove
at least this one. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port the Crowley motion to instruct.

HONORING PAUL DEVAUL
HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Paul DeVaul, a decorated veteran
and past County Commander for the Suffolk
County American Legion. On October 5 2003,
the American Legion will be honoring Mr.
DeVaul for his service to veterans on Long Is-
land.

After entering the United States Army in De-
cember of 1961, Paul was assigned to the
United States Army Special Warfare School at
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey. During this time
Paul was awarded numerous awards, includ-
ing the Army Commendation Medal and the
Good Conduct Medal upon his discharge on
December 16, 1984.

Paul has been an active member of the Bay
Shore Post, #365, of the American Legion
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since 1990 including serving as County Com-
missioner in 2001. Paul is one of the few Le-
gionnaires who has served as County Com-
missioner for two years. One of his more nota-
ble accomplishments was when he took it
upon himself to gather the names of all Ko-
rean and Vietnam War veterans from Bay
Shore to create an Honor Roll to recognize
their sacrifices for this country.

Paul also developed recognition programs
for community groups, individuals, and stu-
dents who support Veterans and American Le-
gion programs; such as the Spirit Of American
Award, which honors individuals for their ef-
forts on behalf of veterans or for their commu-
nity work. On September 11, 2001 Paul co-
ordinated seven local American Legion posts
to serve as shelters for the emergency work-
ers at Ground Zero.

Paul continues to play an active role in the
American Legion community and he serves as
a role model for all Legionnaires. | commend
Paul DeVaul for his dedicated service to our
country during his time in the Army and in the
aftermath of the attacks on the World Trade
Center, and for his hard work on behalf of vet-
erans on Long Island.

————

TAIWAN’S BID FOR MEMBERSHIP
IN THE UNITED NATIONS

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 25, 2003

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, today
| rise in support of Taiwan’s bid for member-
ship in the United Nations (UN).

For the 32nd consecutive year, the U.N.
convenes its annual General Assembly without
the membership of Taiwan and once again its
23 million citizens will be denied a voice in vi-
tally important global matters. Although Tai-
wan has long been a significant player in
world affairs with a GNP and population larger
than three quarters of U.N. member countries,
it has repeatedly been denied membership.

The transformation of Taiwan from an im-
poverished State into an industrial power-
house, and from a one-party dictatorship into
a multi-party democracy, is among the most
impressive economic and political marvels of
our time. Free and fair elections are held at all
levels of government. Taiwan’s constitution
guarantees its citizens freedom of assembly,
freedom of expression, freedom of religion,
freedom of the press and it is a strong sup-
porter of human rights.

Already, Taiwan is an active participant in
international organizations as exemplified by
its membership in the Asian Development
Bank, its admission as a full member to the
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)
group, and its membership in the World Trade
Organization (WTO).

Taiwan has also used its successes to be-
come an active contributor to international hu-
manitarian efforts. It has made significant do-
nations to countries devastated by natural dis-
asters and war including relief efforts in
Kosovo, Afghanistan, Turkey, and Iraq, to
name a few. Taiwan is well prepared and
quite willing to actively support U.N. endeav-
ors.

Furthermore, it is not uncommon to have
parallel representation of divided countries in
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