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many recommendations and observations on
what NASA should do to keep the Shuttle fly-
ing safely over the remainder of its operational
lifetime, which may extend another decade or
more.

NASA has already put in place an external
task force, co-chaired by Tom Stafford and
Dick Covey, to oversee its implementation of
the CAIB's ‘“return-to-flight” recommenda-
tions—those recommendations that must be
met before the next Shuttle launch. Over the
coming months, the Congress will be moni-
toring the task force’s assessment of NASA'’s
plans closely to assure ourselves and the
American public that the next flight is as safe
as is humanly possible.

However, a long-term oversight problem re-
mains. The Stafford-Covey task force will con-
clude its activities when the Shuttle resumes
flying, or even earlier. Admiral Gehman has
repeatedly registered his concern that once
the Shuttle is flying again, there may be no ef-
fective oversight mechanism to ensure that
NASA follows through on the long-term CAIB
recommendations—those designed to keep
the Shuttle flying safely over the next decade.
| share his concern.

My bill will establish an external, inde-
pendent, and technically competent committee
to monitor NASA’s implementation of the
CAIB’s recommendations. The committee will
be selected and run by the National Academy
of Sciences and the National Academy of En-
gineering and will provide its timely assess-
ments to both the Congress and NASA. Fol-
lowing the 1986 loss of the Space Shuttle
Challenger, the National Academies provided
a similar function in overseeing the re-design
of the Shuttle’s solid rocket motors (SRM), as
well as reviewing other post-Challenger Shut-
tle modifications. History shows that the Na-
tional Academies served a vital role in pro-
viding high-quality, independent advice and
assessments to NASA during that difficult
time. They were tough—rejecting several re-
designs and test plans before approving the
final design—but they were fair, and there
have been no problems with the SRMs since
Challenger.

Why can't the Congressionally established
Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel (ASAP)
monitor the long-term CAIB recommenda-
tions? Because a week ago—on September
22—all nine ASAP members tendered their
resignation, a distress signal that we in Con-
gress should be taking very seriously. In inter-
views with the press, ASAP members have
noted both their lack of independence from
NASA and the discouraging fact that NASA
has regularly dismissed the ASAP’s safety
recommendations. The oversight Committees,
including the Science Committee, on which |
serve as Ranking Member, need to get to the
bottom of the ASAP situation. Perhaps the
ASAP will need to be re-constituted legisla-
tively to provide it with greater independence
and resources.

At the same time, however, we need to es-
tablish a dedicated group that can effectively
oversee NASA's implementation of the CAIB’s
longterm recommendations. | recognize that
there may be many ways to reach this goal,
and | call on the leaders of the relevant over-
sight Committees to convene hearings prompt-
ly to examine the various options. The
strengths of my legislation are that it gives the
Shuttle oversight group complete independ-
ence and it follows a model that has been
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proven to work effectively in the past. It also
ties the oversight body to standing institu-
tions—the National Academies—that can pro-
vide it with the support and stability it needs
for the long run.

| offer this legislation with the goal of help-
ing the NASA Administrator to promote safety
in the human space flight program. | urge my
colleagues to support the legislation and to
speed its enactment into law.

————

TRIBUTE TO MARJORIE SELLERS
DAY UPON HER RETIREMENT
FROM ALABAMA COOPERATIVE
EXTENSION SYSTEM

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, October 1, 2003

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the long and distinguished ca-
reer of Marjorie S. Day who blessed the First
Congressional District of Alabama with 31
years of service and devotion. Marjorie com-
mitted her life to the betterment of young chil-
dren through the many years she dedicated to
4—H youth programs in the State of Alabama.
She blessed the 4-H program with her excep-
tional gift of warmth and sincerity.

Marjorie Day graduated from Auburn Univer-
sity in 1970 where she obtained a Bachelor’s
degree in Secondary Education. She continu-
ously worked to further her education by par-
ticipating in various courses and training pro-
grams. In 1985, she graduated from the Uni-
versity of Alabama with a Master’s of Science
in Home Economics, Food & Nutrition.

Before her involvement in 4-H programs,
Marjorie’s career began in the Conecuh Coun-
ty public school system in Evergreen, Ala-
bama, as a vocational home economics teach-
er. Driven by a tireless passion for serving
children, she began her 31 year journey with
4-H programs in 1972 in Heflin, Alabama.
Here, Marjorie worked with 600 adoring young
people from fifteen different 4—-H clubs. In
1977, she moved to Mobile, Alabama, where
she spent the next 25 years of her career
working as a county agent for Alabama Coop-
erative Extension System of Mobile County.
Here, her youth groups continued to expand
until she eventually assumed responsibility for
the entire 4—H program with the assistance of
other agents.

Marjorie was recognized for her exceptional
talent as the recipient of various awards and
honors including a 25 Years of Service Award
in 1998 and a 30 Years of Service in the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America
Award in 2002. Marjorie’s undying passion to
help others is an irreplaceable gift that goes
above and beyond any other. There is no
doubt she holds a special gift of compassion
that will truly be missed.

Marjorie will surely enjoy the well deserved
time she now has to spend with family and
loved ones. On behalf of a grateful commu-
nity, | wish her the best of luck with all future
endeavors.

E1941

RECOGNIZING OF THE 43RD ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE INDEPEND-
ENCE OF THE REPUBLIC OF CY-
PRUS

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 1, 2003

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker. | rise before
you today in recognition of the 43rd anniver-
sary of the independence of the Republic of
Cyprus. On October 1, 1960, Cyprus broke
free from 80 years of British colonial rule to
become its own independent Republic. De-
spite the hardships that the people of Cyprus
have had to endure over the past four dec-
ades, they now have one of the most vibrant
economies in all of Europe, and remain com-
mitted to the core principles enshrined in the
Cyprus Constitution that guarantee basic
rights and freedoms to both Greek Cypriots
and Turkish Cypriots.

Over the past year, the people of Cyprus
have had much to celebrate. The Republic
was formally admitted into the European
Union, the so-called Green Line that separates
the southern, government-controlled portion of
the island from the northern occupied territory
was partially opened so that Greek and Turk-
ish Cypriots could explore the entirety of their
homeland for the first time in nearly thirty
years, and the Greek-Cypriots created and im-
plemented a package of measures designed
to assist their compatriots from the north in the
areas of education, employment, healthcare,
and trade.

However, despite each of these positive ad-
vancements in the divided Republic, reunifica-
tion of the island has yet to occur. Due to the
obdurate stance of the Turkish-Cypriot leader,
Rauf Denktash, negotiations have stalled and
the United Nations has ceased its efforts to
bring the two sides to an agreement. At this
crucial juncture, it is absolutely imperative that
the United States government continues to
show support for reunification of Cyprus.
Fueled by international support, the Greek and
Turkish Cypriots will continue their calls for re-
unification, and the Turkish and Turkish-Cyp-
riot leadership may be persuaded to recon-
sider their positions.

In an effort to advance the peace process in
Cyprus, | have introduced a bill, H. Res. 320,
which calls for the removal of Turkish troops
from the island. Reunification negotiations
would be greatly facilitated by demilitarization
of the area, as this current threat of violence
is certainly not conducive to a peaceful proc-
ess. | strongly urge each of my colleagues to
cosponsor this important resolution. In addi-
tion, | ask that my colleagues join me in call-
ing upon the Foreign Operations Appropria-
tions subcommittee to work in conference to
ensure that Cyprus receives funding at the
$15 million level as it has in past fiscal years.
US funding for Cyprus is used primarily for
bicommunal programs that aim to encourage
cooperation between the Greek and Turkish
communities in Cyprus. The continuation of
these worthwhile programs is absolutely es-
sential to the reunification process, and, be-
cause of this, US funding is needed now more
than ever.

As the citizens of the Republic of Cyprus
celebrate the 43rd anniversary of their nation’s
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independence, | remain hopeful that the com-
ing year will bring further advancements to-
wards the reunification that both Greek and
Turkish Cypriots have desired for decades.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE FAMILY VISITOR
PROGRAM

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 1, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before this
body of Congress and this nation to pay trib-
ute to an outstanding organization from my
district. The Family Visitor Program of Glen-
wood Springs, Colorado works to promote
healthy families by supporting parents of
newborns. The program’'s caregivers go to
new parents, giving them a helping hand and
reminding them that they are not alone. The
program has worked tirelessly to strengthen
Colorado’s families, and | am honored to rec-
ognize the Family Visitor Program here today.

The Family Visitor Program began in 1983
after a study by the University of Colorado
found that parents of newborns were often lo-
cated far away from their extended families.
This separation contributes to a sense of iso-
lation and loneliness, especially when planning
and caring for a new baby. The program
began sending caregivers to the homes of
families of newborns and expectant mothers in
order to combat these feelings of loneliness,
and they have continued to do so for twenty
years. Newborns that were visited in the early
days of the program are now parents them-
selves and are utilizing the benefits of this pro-
gram.

Mr. Speaker, the work done by the Family
Visitor Program strengthens the very core of
our community: the family. For twenty years,
new parents have been able to turn to the pro-
gram for guidance and support, and their chil-
dren have been given the chance to begin life
in a happier environment. For these reasons
and for their hard work, | am honored to join
with my colleagues in paying tribute to the
Family Visitor Program here today.

———————

A TRIBUTE TO FORMER REP-
RESENTATIVE TOM LEWIS OF
FLORIDA

HON. E. CLAY SHAW JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 1, 2003

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as
Chairman of the Florida delegation in honor of
former Representative Tom Lewis, a dear and
trusted friend and colleague for more than a
decade. Tom recently passed away, and al-
though his death is saddening, his life should
be remembered with celebration. Tom was
much more than just a Florida Republican rep-
resenting the people of his state and his dis-
trict, but Tom was a man of immense char-
acter and a firm believer in public service. In
fact, much of Tom’s life was spent protecting
our great country from many different evils in
a wide variety of ways.

Before Tom even thought of running for na-
tional office, he was a brave member of the
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Air Force of the United States. For 11 years
Tom courageously and selflessly served his
country in World War Il and the Korean War.
Wrapping up his tour of duty with the Air
Force, Tom was assigned to Morrison Field in
Florida, today known as Palm Beach Inter-
national Airport. Becoming attached to Florida
and the community, Tom and his wife, Marian,
decided to stay and raise their family. Tom be-
came chief of jet and rocket operations for
Pratt and Whitney, supervising the company’s
work to make sure everything was up to both
military and commercial standards. However,
public service once again called and Tom
started on what is a very impressive and influ-
ential journey that not only benefited his com-
munity and state, but his country as well.

From 1964 until 1971, Tom served as both
a city councilman and mayor in North Palm
Beach. He was elected to Florida’s House of
Representatives in 1972 and served eight
years. In 1980, Tom ran successfully for the
Florida Senate where he served for two years,
and was recognized by his peers as the most
effective first term senator. Then, in 1982, he
ran successfully for a new congressional dis-
trict, where he proudly served in Congress
until his retirement in 1994. During his time in
Congress, Tom served on the Science, Space,
and Technology Committee where he wrote
and passed the Air Safety Research Act re-
quiring the FAA to establish new methods to
detect aging aircraft defects and improve safe-
ty. He also passed legislation mandating a
system of finding and correcting aircraft prob-
lems before they cause serious accidents.

When it appeared the U.S. Air Force was
going to scrap the hurricane hunter reconnais-
sance program, Tom led the successful con-
gressional charge to keep this vital program
intact. As a result of this and other related pri-
orities, the National Hurricane Conference
named Tom Legislator of the Year.

Tom also served as a member of the Agri-
culture Committee where he was a leader in
negotiating an agreement with Japan to open
its markets to U.S. agricultural products, in-
cluding Florida's beef and citrus. He was also
a key member of the Florida delegation in
working with the Office of the U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative to negotiate an acceptable North
American Free Trade Agreement between
Mexico, Canada, and the U.S.

Never forgetting his military roots, Tom re-
mained a friend to veterans the many years
he served in Congress. His leadership and
persistence ensured funding for a 400-bed
Veterans hospital and nursing home in Palm
Beach County. This facility opened in 1995
and serves 300,000 veterans in South Florida
today.

Children were always a priority for Tom. As
a way to help the thousands of school children
who were watching the Challenger explosion
as they were awaiting their first lesson in
space, he created a program to involve them
in naming the next orbiter. More than 70,000
children participated in the inter-disciplinary
project sponsored by N.A.S.A., and ultimately
led to the naming of the shuttle Endeavor.
When Amtrak cancelled their contract, Tom
successfully negotiated a new agreement with
them to continue bringing more than 2,000
members of the Palm Beach County Safety
Patrol members on their annual trip to the na-
tion’s capital.

Tom recognized early the transportation
needs of south Florida. The work he started in
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the Florida legislature, and completed when
he was elected to Congress, led to the com-
pletion of the “mission link” of |I-95—creating
safer traffic flow and better north-south evacu-
ation. Using already committed 1-75 right-of-
way funds and other state and federal funds,
Tom worked with then-Senator Lawton Chiles
to add 160,000 acres of pristine marshland to
the Big Cypress Preserve, contributing to the
Everglades restoration.

There also exists a road in Florida, U.S. 27
that is a tiny, narrow, two-lane stretch of lane
where more than 100 people were killed from
1982 through 1997. Tom and his wife Marian
were instrumental in raising a reported $66
million to restore and renovate this deadly
stretch of highway. The highway now bears
the names of those two public servants, an
honor bestowed on two of the most influential
of Florida’s public servants.

Tom was indeed a very close friend of mine,
and my prayers go out to his family; his wife
Marian, his three children, his seven grand-
children, and his one great-grandchild. Mr.
Speaker, Tom Lewis will always have a place
in the hearts of everyone he represented and
his memory will no doubt live forever in the
State of Florida.

——————

H.R. 49, THE INTERNET TAX NON-
DISCRIMINATION ACT

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 1, 2003

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
share my concerns about H.R. 49, the Internet
Tax Nondiscrimination Act. | support extending
the moratorium on internet access taxes, but
this legislation goes far beyond that. It will
costs cities around the country millions of dol-
lars. This bill could have a lasting impact on
our states and localities ability to collect exist-
ing telecommunications taxes.

lllinois and Chicago do not charge internet
access taxes, however, the bill's definition of
“internet service” is so broad and open ended
that it could prevent state and local govern-
ments from collect existing telecommunication
taxes. | am afraid that localities and states will
not be allowed to charge existing taxes on
voice and fax transmissions that are bundled
with internet service.

In the City of Chicago, for example, the ex-
pansion of the term “internet access” could
mean millions of dollars in tax revenue annu-
ally, which is currently used to pay for first re-
sponders, education, and other essential serv-
ices.

Declining federal support and the failed eco-
nomic policies of the Bush Administration have
placed an awful burden on states and local-
ities across the country. In the past few years
Chicago and lllinois have been forced to cut
funding for essential services. This legislation
could make a bad situation worse.

Extending the moratorium on internet ac-
cess taxes is prudent public policy. Nonethe-
less, | am concerned that the bill’s definition of
“internet access” would have a detrimental im-
pact on cities and states across the country.
The rights of our states and localities to collect
existing telecommunications should not be
placed in jeopardy.
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