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to be safe in the United States if the
fox has his way.

——
PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION

(Mr. RYUN of Kansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
partial-birth abortion is a risky proce-
dure. A doctor blindly stabbing scissors
into a baby’s skull leaves too much
room for error. A small slip can have
life-threatening consequences for the
woman.

Women deserve better. They deserve
better than being subjected to a proce-
dure as horrific as a partial-birth abor-
tion. They deserve better than endur-
ing a painful 3-day process that puts
their health in jeopardy.

But women usually do not choose to
have partial-birth abortions. It is done
to them because, as in the words of Dr.
Martin Haskell he finds, ‘‘dismember-
ment at 20 weeks and beyond to be dif-
ficult due to the toughness of fetal tis-
sues at this stage.” It also spares the
abortionist the messy task of counting
baby body parts.

And contrary to what many Ameri-
cans think, a partial-birth abortion
may be legally performed up until the
day a healthy baby is born for virtually
any reason.

| oppose this violent procedure for
many reasons, but everyone should op-
pose it for this reason alone, because
women deserve much better. | urge my
colleagues to join me in voting this
week to ban partial-birth abortions for-
ever.

——————

VOTING AGAINST PAYMENT FOR
RECONSTRUCTION IN IRAQ

(Ms. WATERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, | am not
going to support the President’s re-
quest for $87 billion to continue the
war in Iraq. We asked him to continue
the inspections, he chose to do a pre-
emptive strike. And now he is telling
us that we have got to pay for the re-
construction of Irag. | am not going to
support that. They told us that the oil
that they would get, revenues that
they would get from lIraq, would sup-
port the reconstruction. Now, we have
colleagues coming on the floor, telling
us what a wonderful job they are doing
and showing us bookbags that they
have for the children of lIraq. 1 want
the Members to know children in my
district do not even have books to put
in bookbags, and we have Members on
the other side of the aisle who do not
support more Federal funding to local
school districts. They say it is a local
school district problem.

Give me a break, Mr. President. The
covers are off. He has mismanaged this
war. He has made promises. The only
one who is benefitting from this war is
Mr. CHENEY’s company, Halliburton,
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that is getting contracts that were not
competitive. The President will not get
a vote from me for $87 billion.

———

SUPPORT THE AMERICAN DREAM
DOWN PAYMENT ACT

(Mr. BURNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to voice my support for a bill
that will be on the floor later this
afternoon, H.R. 1276, the American
Dream Down Payment Act. Good qual-
ity housing is crucial to the strength of
our communities and our Nation.
Today more Americans own their
homes than ever before; yet despite
this success, the lack of homeowner-
ship in some of our low-income com-
munities has become a crisis.

For everyone to be able to live the
American dream, we should look at
providing programs that address the
unique housing needs of all people. The
goal of H.R. 1276 is to increase the own-
ership rate among minorities and to re-
vitalize and stabilize our communities.
For many low-income households, the
down payment is one of the major bar-
riers to homeownership. The American
Dream Down Payment Act will benefit
these families by helping them realize
the American dream of homeowner-
ship.

I urge my colleagues to provide hope
by supporting the gentlewoman from
Florida’s (Ms. HARRIS) bill on the floor
today. Support H.R. 1276, the American
Dream Down Payment Act.

———

TAX CUTS AND OUR ECONOMIC
SITUATION

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
the economy in my part of the country
continues to drift; yet Congress and
the President continue to fiddle. Three
and a half million jobs lost since Presi-
dent Bush took office. Two and a half
million manufacturing jobs have van-
ished, one out of ten manufacturing
jobs in this country. It simply dis-
appeared; most moved overseas in the
last 2% years. Plant closing after plant
closing. Now, the President asks us for
$87 billion with no accountability, $87
billion to Iraqg.
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Yet the President at home is cutting
education, is cutting spending on
health care, will not provide a prescrip-
tion drug benefit, and even is cutting
veterans benefits. Why? For the simple
reason that he wants this war on the
cheap and the simple reason that he
wants to continue to give tax cuts to
the most privileged people in this soci-
ety.

Forty-two percent of the tax cuts
have gone to the richest 1 percent of
people in this country. That means a
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millionaire gets a $93,000 tax cut. Half
of my constituents got nothing.

CELEBRATING FREEDOM FOR
IRAQI CHILDREN

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, today marks another water-
shed moment in the liberation of the
Iragi people. Today, the children of
Irag return to school. Only this year,
things will be much different. When
they enter their schoolroom, for the
first time in their lives, they will not
have their oppressor staring at them
from a picture on the wall. Nor will
they be subject to torture and prison
for not swearing allegiance to that op-
pressor. For the first time they will be
free to learn. They will be focused on
reading, writing and arithmetic, not on
hate, incitement, and brutality forced
on them by the former dictator.

Operation Iraqi Freedom has brought
freedom to the children of Iraq. They
will now be free to learn, free to
achieve, and free to help build a new
society based on freedom, which is now
a reality.

For all of those who question wheth-
er we have been successful in lraq, |
ask that they look at the faces of the
Iragi children who will be tasting free-
dom for the first time in their young
lives and ask if they would be better off
with Saddam staring at them from a
wall.

Today is a day to celebrate the free-
dom of Iraqi children and the hope for
a new generation.

——————

NOW IS NOT THE TIME TO DESERT
OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, we are
about half way, maybe not half way,
but we are at a critical juncture in our
mission in lIraq; but the Democrats
want to bail out now. They want to
pull the rug out from under the Presi-
dent of the United States so badly that
they are willing to strand the people in
Irag and even endanger our soldiers. |
think it is outrageous.

If we listen to the Presidential de-
bates on the Democrat side, Dean,
Kerry, Clark, it does not really matter
what they say today, because tomor-
row they will be saying the opposite
thing. It is like a jam session of the
first amendment without any responsi-
bility to what your words are.

But let us look at the situation in
Irag. We have a very successful mili-
tary operation that is on balance. | do
not want another American soldier or
any soldier or any citizen to get Killed,
obviously. But we have done a remark-
able job, and we have secured the coun-
try.
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Look at the situation of the citi-
zenry. They are standing forward, they
are in power, they are getting police
forces in each town, they are getting a
militia going. Look at the infrastruc-
ture of freedom that is emerging: 150
newspapers, health care benefits, elec-
tricity and water. All of this is hap-
pening. It is not the time to retreat
and pull the rug out from under the
people of Irag or our military. Let us
pass the supplemental.

———

9-11 HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH
ATTACK ON IRAQ

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, it really is time
for us to admit the truth. Mr. Speaker,
9-11, 2001 had nothing to do with the
unilateral first strike on lIraq. We
think that when we mention the word
“terrorist”’ that it is a buzzword and
we all are supposed to understand that
that is the reason why the attack came
to Iraq. That is not true. It never has
been true. It is not true now.

Each time we talk about the cost of
this war, we mention 9-11. It has noth-
ing to do with that. It has more to do
with trying to take over a country be-
cause you disagree with the leader, just
like somebody could take this one over
because they disagree with our leader,
and boss it, steal their oil, or whatever.
But we need to tell the truth about it.
It is not the truth that it has anything
to do with 9-11.

Mr. Speaker, we are taking our pub-
lic to be stupid when we continue to
say that 9-11 is connected with the Iraq
attack. If that had to do with it, we
would have the support of the U.N. We
do not, because we made unilateral,
first strikes without a reason, because
we were not under immediate danger.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHAW). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX,
the Chair will postpone further pro-
ceedings today on motions to suspend
the rules on which a recorded vote or
the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

———

AMERICAN DREAM DOWNPAYMENT
ACT

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, | move to sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill (H.R.
1276) to provide downpayment assist-
ance under the HOME Investment
Partnerships Act, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1276

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Dream Downpayment Act’’.

SEC. 2. DOWNPAYMENT ASSISTANCE INITIATIVE
UNDER HOME PROGRAM.

(a) DOWNPAYMENT ASSISTANCE INITIATIVE.—
Subtitle E of title Il of the Cranston-Gon-
zalez National Affordable Housing Act (42
U.S.C. 12821) is amended to read as follows:

“Subtitle E—Other Assistance
“SEC. 271. DOWNPAYMENT ASSISTANCE INITIA-
TIVE.

‘(@) GRANT AUTHORITY.—The Secretary
may make grants to participating jurisdic-
tions to assist low-income families to
achieve homeownership, in accordance with
this section.

““(b) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts made available
under this section may be used only for
downpayment assistance toward the pur-
chase of single family housing by eligible
families. For purposes of this title, the term
‘downpayment assistance’ means assistance
to help a family acquire a principal resi-
dence.

““(2) ELIGIBLE FAMILIES.—For purposes of
this section, the term ‘eligible family’ means
a family who—

“(A) is a low-income family and a first-
time homebuyer; or

““(B) notwithstanding the income limita-
tion under section 215(b)(2)—

““(i) includes a uniformed employee (which
shall include policemen, firemen, and sanita-
tion and other maintenance workers) or a
teacher who is an employee, of the partici-
pating jurisdiction (or an agency or school
district serving such jurisdiction) that is
providing the downpayment assistance under
this section for the family; and

““(ii) has an income, at the time referred to
in subparagraph (A), (B), or (C) of section
215(b)(2), as appropriate, and as determined
by the Secretary with adjustments for small-
er and larger families, that does not exceed
115 percent of the median income of the area,
except that, with respect only to such areas
that the Secretary determines have high
housing costs, taking into consideration me-
dian house prices and median family incomes
for the area, such income limitation shall be
150 percent of the median income of the area,
as determined by the Secretary with adjust-
ments for smaller and larger families.

““(c) HOUSING STRATEGY.—To be eligible to
receive a grant under this section for a fiscal
year, a participating jurisdiction shall in-
clude in its comprehensive housing afford-
ability strategy under section 105 for such
year—

““(1) a description of the use of the grant
amounts;

““(2) a plan for conducting targeted out-
reach to residents and tenants of public
housing, trailer parks, and manufactured
housing, and to other families assisted by
public housing agencies, for the purpose of
ensuring that grant amounts provided under
this section to a participating jurisdiction
are used for downpayment assistance for
such residents, tenants, and families; and

““(3) a description of the actions to be
taken to ensure the suitability of families
provided downpayment assistance under this
section to undertake and maintain home-
ownership.

““(d) FORMULA ALLOCATION.—For each fiscal
year, the Secretary shall allocate any
amounts made available for assistance under
this section for the fiscal year in accordance
with a formula, which shall be established by
the Secretary, that considers a participating
jurisdiction’s need for and prior commitment
to assistance to homebuyers. The formula
may include minimum allocation amounts.
In considering a participating jurisdiction’s
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prior year’s commitment to assistance to
homebuyers, the formula shall consider
amounts committed to such purpose under
the HOME investment partnerships program,
the community development block grant
program, mortgage revenue bonds, and prior
year’s funding from State and local govern-
ments, provided that the data underlying
such funding is uniform, verifiable, and accu-
rate by the State and local government, and
shall consider other factors that the Sec-
retary determines to be appropriate.

“‘(e) REALLOCATION.—If any amounts allo-
cated to a participating jurisdiction under
this section become available for realloca-
tion, the amounts shall be reallocated to
other participating jurisdictions in accord-
ance with the formula established pursuant
to subsection (d), except that if a local par-
ticipating jurisdiction failed to receive
amounts allocated under this section and is
located in a State that is a participating ju-
risdiction, the funds shall be reallocated to
the State.

“(f) APPLICABILITY OF OTHER PROVISIONS.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—EXxcept as otherwise pro-
vided in this section, grants under this sec-
tion shall not be subject to the provisions of
this title.

““(2) APPLICABLE PROVISIONS.—INn addition
to the requirements of this section, grants
under this section shall be subject to the
provisions of title I, sections 215(b) (except as
provided in subsection (b)(2)(B) of this sec-
tion), 218, 219, 221, 223, 224, and 226(a) of sub-
title A of this title, and subtitle F of this
title.

““(3) REFERENCES.—In applying the require-
ments of subtitle A referred to in paragraph
@—

“(A) any references to funds under subtitle
A shall be considered to refer to amounts
made available for assistance under this sec-
tion; and

“(B) any references to funds allocated or
reallocated under section 217 or 217(d) shall
be considered to refer to amounts allocated
or reallocated under subsection (d) or (e) of
this section, respectively.

““(g) ADMINISTRATIVE CosTs.—Notwith-
standing section 212(c), a participating juris-
diction may use funds under subtitle A for
administrative and planning costs of the ju-
risdiction in carrying out this section, and
the limitation in section 212(c) shall be based
on the total amount of funds available under
subtitle A and this section.

““(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $200,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2004 and 2005.”".

(b) RELOCATION ASSISTANCE AND DOWNPAY-
MENT ASSISTANCE.—Subtitle F of title Il of
the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act is amended by inserting after
section 290 (42 U.S.C. 12840) the following new
section:

“SEC. 291. RELOCATION ASSISTANCE AND DOWN-
PAYMENT ASSISTANCE.

“The Uniform Relocation Assistance and
Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of
1970 shall not apply to downpayment assist-
ance under this title.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. NEY) and the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WATERS) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. NEY).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, | ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 1276 and to insert extraneous ma-
terial thereon.
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