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ARIE TAYLOR 1927-2003, ROLE MODEL FOR ALL

Colorado politics lost one of its truly great
figures with the death Saturday of Arie Tay-
lor, the first African-American woman elect-
ed to the legislature.

Like many of Denver’s African- Americans,
Taylor moved to Colorado after serving in
the military. The Ohio native served as a
staff sergeant in the Women’s Air Force from
1951 to 1955. Although she never had been sta-
tioned in Denver, she had heard favorable
things about the city from an Air Force col-
league and moved here in 1958. About two-
thirds of her family eventually followed her
from Cleveland.

Taylor, who studied at Miami University
of Ohio and Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity, ran an accounting business for many
years and also held jobs with the city.

A fervent champion of minority and wom-
en’s rights, Taylor, 76, was beloved on both
sides of the aisle.

A passionate warrior on behalf of causes in
which she believed, Taylor was good
humored and gregarious, and she genuinely
enjoyed what she did.

Taylor represented House District 7 from
1972 until 1984 and won a reputation as an
outspoken advocate for African-Americans,
women, the poor, the elderly and other
groups of people who were disadvantaged.

During the 1968 Democratic National Con-
vention in Chicago, she castigated Southern
delegations for being all white and was de-
scribed by a Chicago paper as a ‘“‘large, fierce
black woman.”

Taylor never shied away from that descrip-
tion. Indeed, when U.S. Rep. Scott Mclnnis
arrived at the Colorado Capitol after being
elected to the state legislature two decades
ago, his 2-year-old son said, ‘“‘Papa, now
there’s a big, fat black woman’ within Tay-
lor’s earshot. The mortified Mclnnis pro-
ceeded to lecture the boy.

Toward the end of the day, Taylor re-
counted the story to the chamber, and asked
the speaker of the House for an official re-
buke ‘‘against Rep. Scott Mclnnis,” noting
that “‘his son took one look at me and called
me a big, fat black woman. . . . He shouldn’t
lecture his son for telling the truth. The fact
is, | am a big, fat black woman.”

It’s worth noting that when Taylor served
in the legislature, there was a collegiality
among lawmakers that transcended party
lines. People who fought over issues tooth
and nail on the floor nonetheless were good
friends in private life, a tradition that sadly
seems to have been supplanted in recent
years by a take-no-prisoners mentality more
suited to professional wrestling than good
government.

““She was involved in many controversies,”
recalled Omar Blair, the first black president
of the Denver school board. ““She was a role
model for a lot of young people and even a
few old people like myself.”

Today, Coloradans of all colors have cause
to mourn the loss of the businesswoman and
lawmaker with the floppy hats and a heart
bigger than the Great Plains.

————

INDEPENDENCE OF THE REPUBLIC
OF CYPRUS

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 43rd anniversary of the Inde-
pendence of the Republic of Cyprus.

After 80 years of British colonial rule, Cy-
prus became an independent Republic on Oc-
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tober 1, 1960. Despite a history filled with dis-
appointment and tragedy, the people of Cy-
prus remain committed to the core principles
enshrined in their Constitution as well as the
basic rights and freedoms for all people of Cy-
prus—Greek Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots and
Cypriots from all ethnic and religious commu-
nities.

In recent years there have been significant
advances in US-Cyprus relations and in rela-
tions between Cyprus and members of the Eu-
ropean Union. Having signed the Accession
Treaty to the European Union on April 16,
2003, Cyprus should be joining the EU in May
of next year.

However, EU laws and financial benefits will
apply only to the southern Greek Cypriot part
of the island, which is the internationally rec-
ognized state. Unfortunately, the celebration of
this historic event, as well as the anniversary
of the independence of Cyprus, is clouded by
the fact that 37 percent of the Republic’s terri-
tory continues to be illegally occupied by Turk-
ish military forces in violation of UN Security
Council resolutions and international law.

The government of Cyprus is to be com-
mended for its continued efforts to seek a
peaceful solution to the nearly thirty-year-old
Turkish occupation. I'm proud that the United
States has repeatedly supported international
efforts, including dozens of United Nations’
resolutions, to resolve this dispute. The inter-
national community clearly is in agreement
that reunification underline any future settle-
ment. A “two-state” solution that would make
the division permanent would not only give
credence to an illegal invasion and the forced
displacement of over 200,000 Greek Cypriots,
it would be inconsistent with Cyprus’s history
and constitution.

I'm proud to state that | am a cosponsor of
H. Res. 320. This legislation supports the re-
moval of Turkish occupation troops from the
Republic of Cyprus and expresses strong sup-
port for the European Parliament to do the
same.

Mr. Speaker, Cyprus is to be congratulated
for its 43rd anniversary and for its relentless
pursuit of peace. However, until reunification is
complete, the people of Cyprus will be unable
to truly celebrate their independence.

CONCURRENT RECEIPT
HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker Congress should fully fund concur-
rent receipt this session. It's the right thing to
do. We owe it to the soldiers, airmen, sailors
and marines, who have served as a source of
great pride in our Nation, to fully fund the re-
tirement that they have earned without penal-
izing them because they are also disabled.
For every dollar given in disability pay, a dollar
is taken out of retirement pay. That is wrong.

Time and time again, our veterans’ needs
are being ignored. Not only do America’s vet-
erans face this issue of concurrent receipt, but
VA still needs $1.8 billion to bring the fiscal
year 2004 appropriation to the level set forth
by the Budget Resolution. Where are our pri-
orities?

Right now, there are 140,000 Americans
serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Now,
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more than ever, Congress needs to take ac-
tion and fully fund concurrent receipt. We must
promise this generation of servicemembers
that they will be entitled to a full retirement for
a career spent in the military. Today’s soldier
is tomorrow’'s veteran. We must show today’s
soldier that we will take care of him tomorrow.

Last year, the Bush Administration threat-
ened to veto any bill that contained concurrent
receipt. The Administration forced Congress to
compromise and our veterans paid the cost.
Conferees provided for a special compensa-
tion for 35,000 veterans who could prove that
they had a combat-related disability that made
them eligible for this special pay. Compen-
sating just 35,000 veterans, out of over
500,000 veterans affected, is absolutely unac-
ceptable! Now is the time for us to correct the
national embarrassment caused by the care-
less treatment of America’s veterans.

Any proposal that leads one to believe that
it is furthering last year’s authorizing of special
compensation, by limiting receipt of special
compensation to injuries or illnesses incurred
while undertaking official military duties only, is
a sham! This plan would fundamentally alter
eligibility requirements for disability compensa-
tion. A proposal such as this could also affect
VA health care and vocational rehabilitation
because these services are based on service-
connected disability status. | urge Congress to
reject any proposal that amends Title 38’s def-
inition of service-connection.

The Administration will argue that there is a
cost barrier to fully funding concurrent receipt.
This argument shows where the Administra-
tion’s priorities are misplaced. If we can come
up with another $87 billion for the war in Iraq,
then we can surely find the money to bring our
Nation’s military retirees on par with the rest of
federal employees. About $21 billion of the
$87 billion is to rebuild the Iraqi infrastructure.
If we can come up with $21 billion to build
schools and hospitals in Irag, then we cer-
tainly can come up with the money to fully
fund concurrent receipt for the men and
women who fought so bravely on behalf of this
great Nation.

| ask that Congress fully fund concurrent re-
ceipt this Session. | further ask that VA be
given the $1.8 billion it needs so that we can
show our veterans that we respect the sac-
rifices they made on our behalf. We need to
stop talking the talk and start walking the walk.

———————

CONGRATULATIONS, MARTIN J.
*HOOT” MCINERNEY

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratu-
late Martin J. “Hoot” Mclnerney, who will re-
ceive the 2003 Goodfellow of the Year Award
at the 14th Annual Tribute Breakfast on Fri-
day, October 3, 2003 sponsored by the Old
Newsboys' Goodfellows Fund of Detroit.

The prestigious award is presented to distin-
guished and noteworthy people who have con-
tributed significantly to the community. “Hoot”
Mclnerney richly deserves this honor.

Mr. Mclnerney is a successful car dealer
and philanthropist. He is involved in a number
of organizations and charities that reflect his
commitment to helping people. He is a found-
er of the St. Joseph Mercy Men of Mercy, the
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J.P. McCarthy Foundation and the Millie
Schembechler Memorial Golf Benefit. He also
provides leadership and support for these
charities.

In addition to founding numerous charities,
“Hoot” Mclnerney also generously donates to
many local, national and international organi-
zations. Among the many charities he sup-
ports are several Catholic churches and
schools, the Police Athletic League Tour-
nament, Focus: HOPE, Operation Read, Spe-
cial Olympics, Children’s Hospital and the Old
Newsboys’ Goodfellow Fund of Detroit.

The Goodfellows have given to the needy
children of our community by offering emer-
gency dental care, shoes, camperships, col-
lege scholarships and a variety of other pro-
grams to provide help through tough economic
times. The program the Goodfellows are best
known for is the gift packages. This year their
goal is to buy Christmas gift packages for
41,500 needy Detroit area school children.

On a personal note, | know of no one who
has a wider range of friendships than “Hoot".

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing this outstanding community
leader, Martin J. “Hoot” Mclnerney as he re-
ceives the 2003 Goodfellow of the Year award
and to congratulate the Goodfellows as they
honor its 89 year-old pledge of “No Kiddie
Without a Christmas.”

———

TRIBUTE TO LAFAYETTE COUNTY
HEALTH DEPARTMENT

HON. IKE SKELTON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take
this means to pay tribute to the Lafayette
County Health Department which is cele-
brating its 50th Anniversary on October 9,
2003.

The Lafayette County Health Department
has proudly served the residents of Lafayette
County since 1953. In that year, a sixteen
member County Health Steering Committee
was appointed to analyze various health prob-
lems in Lafayette County. In 1957, the steer-
ing committee recommended hiring the first
county health nurse, Catherine Boedeker
Winfrey. It was also in 1957 that the county
started receiving public health funds. With the
funds, the Lafayette County Health Depart-
ment started massive polio immunization clin-
ics and started to dispense tuberculosis medi-
cines. They also provided dressings to cancer
patients and provided classes in home nurs-
ing, first aid, babysitting, and civil defense.
Hearing and vision screening were started in
the county’s schools. The Lafayette County
Health Department became the lead agency in
coordinating disaster plans for the county.

In 1963, immunization services were ex-
panded to include the prevention of diphtheria,
pertussis, tetanus, and the smallpox diseases.
The Lafayette County Health Department im-
plemented Maternal Child Health programs to
educate the public about prenatal and infant
health issues in 1967. Mass immunizations for
rubella were available in 1970, the same year
that family planning services were offered for
the first time. In 1973, child health con-
ferences were started. This program offered
free well child check-ups as well as other pro-
grams to promote healthy children.
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Through the 1980’s and 1990's the Lafay-
ette County Health Department continued its
many services. In 1980, the department added
Environmental Sanitarian services to offer in-
spections of food establishments and public
sanitation outlets. In 2000, the department de-
veloped a Mentoring Moms program for moth-
ers in the county.

Mr. Speaker, the Lafayette County Health
Department has provided valuable public
health services to the people of Lafayette
County for the past 50 years. | hope that the
other Members of the House will join me in
thanking them for their wonderful years of
service.

————

SOUTH SALEM HIGH SCHOOL IN-
DUCTS FIRST ATHLETIC HALL
OF FAME MEMBERS

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, later
this evening South Salem High School in
Salem, Oregon will kick off the school's 50th
anniversary celebration by inducting the inau-
gural class into its Athletic Hall of Fame. In
total, 14 athletes, three coaches, one team
and two community boosters will be honored
in what | am sure will be a ceremony filled
with many memories of the past and pride for
what the South Salem “Saxon” community
has accomplished.

Lara Tiffin ('86), Athletic Director, Guido
Caldarazzo, Interim Principal, and the entire
selection committee should be recognized for
their enormous contributions in putting to-
gether these ceremonies.

Although my district does not include Salem,
as a member of the Oregon Legislature |
spent much of my time in Salem, and my long
time chief of staff and his fiancée are both
South Salem graduates, so | feel a part of that
community in many ways.

Those of us in Congress who travel exten-
sively throughout our districts recognize the
unique role high school athletics plays in our
local communities. High school athletics is a
bonding experience for the young men and
women competitors and a powerful social en-
vironment for the student body at large. The
athletic fields and gymnasiums of our local
high schools are a gathering place for parents,
families and community leaders, and the
team’s accomplishments are often a source of
pride for local newspapers and media. Per-
haps above all high school athletics is a forum
where coaches pass on lessons of life—not
just plays from a playbook.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating South Salem High School on
its 50th anniversary and congratulating the in-
augural class of the South Salem Athletic Hall
of Fame. They include: Gary Allen ('63), Gary
Barbour ('72), Phil Brus ('72), Phil Burkland
('55), Dana Collins Amack ('56), Gary Ed-
monds ('68), Scott Freeburn ('67), Bob Horn
('72), Dave Johnson ('63), Daniel Moore ('58),
Bruce Patterson ('56), Neil Scheidel ('55),
Jack Scott ('57), and Greg Specht ('58) as
athletes. Dick Ballantyne (basketball '54-'70),
Lee Gustafson (football '54-'60) and Marv
Heater (football '61-'72), as coaches. Pappy
Aschenbrenner (Principal '54-'72) and Phil
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Webb ('54) as special “Community Members.”
And the entire 1954 football team who in their
first year of existence were State co-cham-
pions.

Way to go, Saxons!

————

RECOGNIZING THE WESTMINSTER
AT LAKE RIDGE RETIREMENT
COMMUNITY 10TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

HON. TOM DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this time to acknowledge
Westminster at Lake Ridge Retirement Com-
munity as they celebrate ten years of commu-
nity service on September 19, 2003.

The vision for Westminster started over 25
years ago when the late Myles Golbranson led
a group of Presbyterians in creating a life-care
community. Several years later, in 1989,
Westminster was established and in January
of 1993 it opened its doors as a continuing
care community, making this vision a reality.
Since then, Westminster has remained dedi-
cated to its mission: to provide a continuum of
housing, healthcare and related services to
older adults that promote independence, dig-
nity and personal fulfillment.

Westminster is a major Prince William
County employer and provides a wealth of vol-
unteer opportunities. The residents of West-
minster have committed thousands of volun-
teer hours to local schools, hospitals, and civic
and cultural events. For example, the Flying
Fingers knit hundreds of caps and blankets
each year for newborn babies at Potomac
Hospital. Prince William County residents also
give back to Westminster; Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts and church groups make regular visits.

Today Westminster has grown to house 400
residents, and opens its doors to countless
others involved in the Rotary Club, business
networking meetings, support groups, commu-
nity groups, and local Chamber of Commerce
groups. Westminster also holds numerous
special events including countywide blood
drives, health fairs, and political forums.

For ten years, Westminster, in cooperation
with the adult community of River Ridge, has
provided invaluable living, volunteer, political
and charity opportunities to the Prince William
County community. In doing so, Westminster
most certainly has fulfilled its mission.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to thank
Westminster at Lake Ridge Retirement Com-
munity as they celebrate their 10th anniver-
sary. They have provided a quality retirement
lifestyle for active senior citizens, and contrib-
uted greatly to the community at large. | ask
that my colleagues join me in congratulating
ten years of caring, volunteerism, and activ-
ism.

IN SUPPORT OF HOSPITALS

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my support for hospitals, both in my
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