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The United Nations demonstrated that it 

is more problem than solution when it failed 
to follow through on the last in a series of 
resolutions that Iraq must account for weap-
ons of mass destruction, and it will not 
somehow absolve itself of irresponsibility 
through negligence and antagonistic rhetoric 
now. 

If the United Nations does not come 
through, the United States must ponder 
whether it can instigate a positive restruc-
turing or become increasingly less sup-
portive of the organization.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to remind my col-
leagues that October is National Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month and today, October 17, 
2003, is especially important as National 
Mammography Day. Today we celebrate the 
significant contributions that early detection 
through mammography has made in reducing 
deaths from breast cancer. 

And tomorrow, on October 18th, thousands 
of people in my district in Dallas, TX, will turn 
out for the Race for the Cure 5K event spon-
sored by the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer 
Foundation, headquartered in Dallas. This 
year marks the 20th anniversary of the cele-
brated Komen Race for the Cure Series. The 
first Race for the Cure was held in 1983 in 
Dallas with 800 participants. At a time when 
breast cancer remained a taboo topic for 
many people, this life-affirming event was a 
public way to discuss breast cancer issues 
positively and meaningfully. Breast cancer sur-
vivors were celebrated, and those who had 
lost their battle with the disease were honored 
by their friends and family. In addition, partici-
pants were able to do something healthy and 
proactive to support the cause. The event was 
a tremendous success and quickly gained mo-
mentum and visibility. Today, the Komen 
Foundation hosts Race for the Cure events in 
112 U.S. cities and in two foreign countries 
with nearly 1.5 million participants each year, 
making it the largest series of 5K events in the 
world. Each participant receives the life-saving 
message of early detection. Perhaps most im-
portantly, the Komen Race for the Cure has 
raised hundreds of millions of dollars for crit-
ical breast cancer research, education, 
screening and treatment programs. 

This year, more than 200,000 women will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer and nearly 
40,000 women will die from this disease. 
Every 3 minutes a woman is diagnosed with 
breast cancer, and every 13 minutes a woman 
dies from this disease. Breast cancer is the 
leading cause of death among women ages 
40–59. Men also succumb to this disease, 
particularly in the elderly African American 
male population. 

All of us here today will be touched by 
breast cancer in some way during our life-
times. There is no simple way to prevent 
breast cancer, but there are ways to detect it 
early, at a time when patients have more 
treatment options and a greater chance of sur-
vival. The most effective method used today in 

detecting breast cancer early is mammog-
raphy screening.

Today, to celebrate ‘‘National Mammog-
raphy Day,’’ the Komen Foundation is launch-
ing a campaign to urge Congress to renew the 
National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early De-
tection Program (NBCCEDP). Unfortunately, 
the authorization for this highly successful pro-
gram expired on September 30, 2003. Con-
gress must move immediately to reauthorize 
the NBCCEDP program at a higher funding 
level of $250 million for FY2005. 

By reauthorizing the program and providing 
at least $250 million for the program, Con-
gress will help provide low-cost mammograms 
and follow-up care to thousands of women 
who otherwise could not afford these poten-
tially life-saving services. The NBCCEDP is 
essential to help eradicate breast cancer as a 
life-threatening disease. Since the program’s 
inception 13 years ago: approximately 2 mil-
lion women have been screened, mammog-
raphy use has increased by approximately 20 
percent among women over 50 years of age, 
and nearly 13,000 cases of breast cancer 
have been detected. 

The tragic fact is that the current NBCCEDP 
funding level allows it to cover only about 18 
percent to 20 percent of the eligible popu-
lation—which means that four out of five eligi-
ble women are not being served. Additional 
funding is needed to ensure that no eligible 
woman is denied quality screening and care. 
Raising the funding to $250 million next year 
would enable the NBCCEDP to provide ap-
proximately 122,000 additional screenings to 
women in need next year. 

During my tenure in Congress and the 
Texas State Legislature, I have always strived 
to ensure that America has the resources 
needed to combat the terrible diseases that 
plague our communities. I absolutely share 
your support for an increase in funding for 
stronger medical research. As a former nurse, 
that’s why I support the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH). NIH is an investment that saves 
lives, and helps Americans to live longer and 
to live better. 

That is why I am so proud to be a cospon-
sor of the Breast Cancer Patient Protection 
Act of 2003 (H.R. 1886), the Mammogram 
Availability Act of 2003 (H.R. 736), and the 
Better Screening Test for Women Act (H.R. 
1241). H.R. 1886 improves treatment for 
breast cancer patients. H.R. 736 requires that 
health insurance companies provide coverage 
for annual screening mammography for 
women 40 years of age or older. H.R. 1241 
authorizes additional appropriations to the Na-
tional Institutes of Health for research on early 
detection of breast cancer. 

To help recognize National Mammography 
Day, and make it much more than just a com-
memorative day, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in calling for the immediate reauthorization 
of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer 
Early Detection Program at $250 million and 
more for the coming years. We owe nothing 
less to our grandmothers, mothers, daughters, 
sisters and the men in our lives in the race to 
find a cure for breast cancer.
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Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Cheltenham Township Twinning 
Celebration and the Charter Signing Cere-
mony at the annual Harvest Festival on Satur-
day, October 11, 2003. 

Located on the northwest border of Philadel-
phia in the heart of the Northern Greater 
Philadelphia Region, Cheltenham Township is 
a mixture of distinctive neighborhoods, tree-
lined streets, abundant parks, convenient 
shopping districts, and apartment complexes. 
Cheltenham’s multiethnic community dates 
back to Quaker emigrants who settled in the 
area around 1690. Two of these new settlers 
came from Cheltenham, England, and thus the 
name was established. 

Historically famous for the spa waters that 
drew King George III for a visit in the late 
1700s, Cheltenham, England, is a mostly 
urban town located on the edge of Cotswold 
Hills retains much of its stylish Regency archi-
tecture. Having established a long-standing 
friendship, the Lord Mayor and Mayoress of 
Cheltenham, England, along with other 
councilors and dignitaries, will visit Chelten-
ham Township to formalize their friendship in 
an official ‘‘twin city’’ relationship in an effort to 
expand opportunities for residents in each 
community to get to know one another. I 
would like to insert the following language of 
the Twinning Charter into the record:

CHELTENHAM TWINNING CHARTER 

Cheltenham Township, Pennsylvania, USA, 
and Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, UK, hav-
ing already established a long-standing tra-
dition of friendship and goodwill through vis-
its and exchanges for more than 50 years, do 
hereby formally resolve: 

To continue to foster and develop mutual 
understanding and respect between the peo-
ple of Cheltenham Township, Pennsylvania, 
USA, and the people of Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, UK; and 

To encourage and assist youth and adult 
organizations, clubs, companies, groups and 
all classes of people in Cheltenham Town-
ship, Pennsylvania, USA, and Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, UK, to communicate and 
exchange visits with each other, thereby de-
veloping human and cultural relations and 
maintaining a firm foundation for future un-
derstanding, respect and friendship for all 
time. 

Now, therefore, we do solemnly declare in 
the names of our citizens this Twinning 
Charter between Cheltenham Township, 
Pennsylvania, USA, and Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, UK. 

Done on October 11, 2003, in Cheltenham 
Township, Pennsylvania, USA.

Mr. Speaker, I commend both Cheltenham 
Township of Pennsylvania and Cheltenham of 
Gloucestershire, UK, in their efforts to foster 
goodwill between its people. Their relationship 
will undoubtedly grow as its citizens build 
upon their common bond.
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