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Katie. He will be missed by all of us who were
privileged to work with him.
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Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, | want to
draw attention today to Barry Beringer, who
served on the House Science Committee for
over a decade and was the Committee’s Chief
Counsel for eight years.

Tragically, Barry was taken from us on Sep-
tember 29, after a courageous fight with pan-
creatic cancer. Until the very end, Barry was
committed to the work of the Science Com-
mittee. He remained intimately involved even
when he could not make it into the office. He
acted as a mentor to our associate counsel
through frequent telephone conversations, and
he always wanted to do more, even as he was
struggling with the fatigue and other ordeals of
his illness.

Barry had an enormous impact on all of us
who worked with him on Capitol Hill—both as
a chief counsel and as a person. Barry served
as chief counsel under three Chairmen, and
that was no accident. Everyone who knew
Barry knew that he could be relied upon for
sound and proper advice, that he did not
shade his answers. We also knew that he
knew the Committee history backwards and
forwards, that no one would have a better
sense of how to make use of precedent. And,
above all, we knew that no one knew more
people on the Hill and had better relationships
with a wide variety of colleagues. Barry could
draw upon these relationships for information,
for guidance, for assistance. In all his years on
the Hill, Barry made only friends.

The strengths Barry had as a colleague
grew out of the strengths he had as a person.
He could draw upon so many friends on Cap-
itol Hill because of the warm and decent per-
son he was. Barry did not spend his time “net-
working” or building relationships for utilitarian
purposes. He had a network simply because
everyone who dealt with him liked him. They
knew he was a caring person and a straight-
forward one. He treated everyone with re-
spect. That is all too rare around the Capitol,
and many of the notes we have received
about Barry since his death pointed to his
basic friendliness and decency.

But those of us who worked with him most
closely knew that there was far more to Barry
than just a pleasant congeniality. He was
smart, funny, passionate, caring and kind. He
pursued his interests in politics and history
with fervor and good humor.

Yet there was nothing he cared about so
much as he cared about his family. He talked
often about his wife, Bonnie, and was as
proud (and worried) as any parent could be
about how his son Francis and his daughter
Katie were faring. No one could know Barry
without knowing about his family, and Fran
gave a moving eulogy for his father.

Barry’s loss will be hardest, of course, on
his family. But those of us who worked with
him all these years will also always have him
in our minds and hearts. We still look for Barry
when we have a question, and are caught up
short by his absence. We tell a joke and wait
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to hear his laughter, or his quip in response.
We look to him to show us how to behave well
in difficult situations, and have to rely instead
on the memory of how he acted. But that
memory will be kept with us and will help us
always.

Barry was, among so many other things, a
devoted and model public servant. | know this
body will mourn his loss and feel his absence
for years to come.

———

RECOGNIZING THE NEW PRESI-
DENT OF THE COLLEGE OF
DUPAGE

HON. HENRY J. HYDE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 20, 2003

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Dr. Sunil Chand as the new President
of the College of DuPage in Glen Ellyn, Illi-
nois. Dr. Chand, who began his new duties in
July, is only the fourth president to serve at
the college since it opened its doors in 1967.

Dr. Chand’s career includes teaching and
administrative leadership positions in India, his
homeland, and in England and the United
States. He earned his B.A. and M.A. in
English at St. Stephen’'s College in Delhi,
India, where he later taught English. He
earned his Doctorate of Literature at Kent
State.

Dr. Chand held a variety of positions at Tri-
ton College in lllinois, including Dean of Arts
and Sciences. He also served as Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Services at Richmond Col-
lege in London, England, before serving as
Executive Vice President for Academic and
Student Affairs at Cuyahoga Community Col-
lege District in Cleveland, Ohio. From there,
he moved to his new position at the College
of DuPage.

Therefore, | take great pleasure in wel-
coming Dr. Chand to the Sixth Congressional
District of lllinois, and | wish him and the Col-
lege of DuPage continued success.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MRS. MARGARET
WILLIS
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
and honored to recognize the valuable serv-
ices of Mrs. Margaret Willis, as she retires as
a director of the Northeast-Midwest Institute.
For the past 9 years, Margaret has provided
commonsense leadership by arguing effec-
tively for policies that protect the environment
and provide valuable comfort and dignity for
those who are less fortunate. She has also
served as the Northwest-Midwest Institute’s
treasurer and has been very active on several
committees of the organization.

Margaret Willis is from Chesterton, IN, and
has formerly served as both a member of the
Porter County Council, as well as a board
member and officer of the Northern Indiana
Commuter Transportation District. While serv-
ing as a Democrat County Council member,
Margaret was also a liaison to the Porter
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County Health Board. She has been a true
leader within my Northwest Indiana community
by serving as an editor of the Chesterton Trib-
une, as well as several other local community
organizations.

Before her dedicated work in government
service, Margaret was the founder of the Indi-
ana Coalition Against Sexual Assault within
her community, which was the first support
group in Porter County. She has given her
time and efforts selflessly through many gen-
erous avenues. She has also served on the
Chesterton Adult Learning Center Advisory
Board, the Porter County League of Women'’s
Voters, as well as the Porter/LaPorte County
AIDS Task Force and the Duneland Sierra
Club.

Mr. Speaker, | have personally served as
vice-chair of the Northeast-Midwest Congres-
sional Coalition. The Institute and Coalition
provide many valuable information resources
to both Republicans and Democrats. They
help to ensure that the region’s lawmakers ad-
vance Great Lakes restoration, brownfield re-
development, as well as many other very im-
portant environmental issues. | ask that you
and my other distinguished colleagues join
with me in congratulating and applauding Mar-
garet Willis for her sincere dedication and
guidance to not only the Northeast-Midwest In-
stitute, but for her lifetime of hard work and
leadership to all members of her community.
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, it's with great pride that | announce McVey
Elementary School in the East Meadow Union
Free School District as School of the Month in
the Fourth Congressional District for October
2003.

The principal of McVey Elementary School
is Dr. Rita Meyerowitz, Ellen Waldron is the
Assistant Principal, and the Superintendent of
Schools is Dr. Robert Dillon and its three As-
sistant Superintendents are Leon Camp, Lou
DeAngelo, and Lynn Manouvrier. McVey Ele-
mentary School has over 832 students in
grades kindergarten through grade 5, with
over 100 dedicated staff members.

McVey Elementary School recently com-
pleted commemorative September 11 gar-
dens, which is why, with their continued strong
curriculum, | have chosen McVey as school of
the month. Since 2001, the students have
been taking part in the planting and caring for
the gardens. The gardens were given names
by the students and stones were engraved
with patriotic names. The gardens allowed the
opportunity for the students, and faculty, to re-
member the lost in their own way while con-
structing a memorial. Students gave much
time and dedication towards this project and
although some of the students have moved on
to middle school, the garden will be there as
a reminder of their work and more importantly
as a tribute to those who lost their lives.

The learning begins in Kindergarten. McVey
Elementary School has an activity called
“Dino-dig.” This allows the students to learn
about the history of dinosaurs and fossils
while having fun. Education is about learning
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