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Games 3 and 4 went the way of the Cubs re-
sulting in a 3 to 1 deficit that looked monu-
mental to overcome. However, under the lead-
ership of Manager Jack McKeon and behind
the arm of pitcher Josh Beckett, the Marlins
and Beckett gave baseball fans an exciting
two-hit, complete game shutout sending the
series back to Chicago. Down 3 games to 2,
the Marlin players were never swayed from
their sheer competitive spirit and gamesman-
ship. With the undaunting task of facing Cubs
ace Mark Prior, the Marlins battled the Cubs
the entire game. However, with one out in the
top of the eighth inning, a World Series berth
seemed out of reach. Throughout the 2003
regular season and the postseason to date,
the Marlins have fought back when trailing an
opposing team. Game 6 was no different. In a
span of 10 minutes, the Marlins had turned
Game 6 from being down 3-0, to leading 8-
3 due to the solid hitting of men like Juan
Pierre, Pudge Rodriquez, Miguel Cabrera, Jeff
Conine, Derek Lee, and utility fielder Mike
Mordecai. The thrilling series was now dead-
locked 3 games apiece.

Last nights Game 7 is every fan's
postseason dream. Two teams tied and play-
ing with everything on the line with the chance
of being crowned National League Champions
and a trip to the fall classic. As we all know,
the Marlins came out swinging against Cubs
star pitcher Kerry Wood. Despite losing a lead,
the Marlins continued their case of consistent
and timely hitting. In the end, the Marlins once
again shocked the baseball world.

Mr. Speaker, this Marlins fan congratulates
Chairman and CEO Jeffrey Loria, Skipper
Jack McKeon, the Marlins coaching staff, MVP
Pudge Rodriguez, each player and the entire
Marlins organization and fans on a wonderful
National League Series and much luck in the
World Series.

FRANK RAFLO, HONORED BY
KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 20, 2003

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure
today to recognize my constituent Mr. Frank
Raflo, of Leesburg, VA, upon his receipt of
“The Hixon Award,” the highest award pre-
sented by Kiwanis International.

Frank, referenced fondly by friends and as-
sociates as “Mr. Leesburg,” has earned the
admiration of many for his tireless efforts on
behalf of the community. Frank served Lees-
burg as mayor, county supervisor and chair-
man of the Loudoun County Board of Super-
visors. Now in his early eighties he remains
active on the Governor’'s Council of Virginia
Towns and writes his weekly column “Just
Being Frank,” for the Leesburg Today news-
paper.

In 1957, Frank and some associates found-
ed the Leesburg Kiwanis Club and soon after
instituted the Leesburg Halloween Parade,
said to be the largest of its kind east of the
Mississippi River.

No recognition of Frank’s contributions to
the Leesburg community would be complete
without mention of his wife Frances, a source
of inspiration and encouragement.

| am proud to call attention to the achieve-
ments of Frank Raflo as he is honored with
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this prestigious award. On behalf of the people
of Virginia’'s 10th Congressional District and
the Leesburg community, | congratulate Frank
for his outstanding contributions to the com-
munity.

———

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT FOR DE-
FENSE AND FOR THE RECON-
STRUCTION OF IRAQ AND AF-
GHANISTAN, 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 17, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3289) making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
defense and for the reconstruction of lIraq
and Afghanistan for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2004, and for other purposes:

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Chairman, | rise for
the purpose of responding to the comments of
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Congress-
man MURTHA. As the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania knows, | am interested in seeing that
Army Air Force Exchange Service obtains
adequate funding, so it can recover some of
the losses it has incurred in supporting our
troops in immediate combat areas. It is my un-
derstanding that the Committee intends to al-
locate $30 million of the funds allocated to the
Army Operations and Maintenance account to
the Amy Air Force Exchange Service, but | un-
derstand the needs of the AAFES is $40.5 mil-
lion.

| was considering offering an amendment to
increase the amount for AAFES by $10.5 mil-
lion. However, it is my understanding that the
Defense Appropriations Subcommittee shares
my concern in this area and is willing to ad-
dress the funding shortfall when we prepare
an Omnibus Appropriations bill.

———

A BILL TO MODIFY THE APPLICA-

TION OF THE PASSIVE LOSS
LIMITATIONS TO TIMBER AC-
TIVITIES

HON. WALLY HERGER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 20, 2003

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, | am introducing
legislation today to help small and family
owned timber owners comply with the passive
activity rules as set out in the Internal Rev-
enue Code and the Treasury Department reg-
ulations. The current rules require a taxpayer
owning timber to devote at least 500 hours per
year to the tree growing business or 100
hours of personal work under an unpredictable
“facts and circumstances” test.

While the typical small grower assumes
huge risk from pests, fire and wind and costs
such as local property taxes, clearing and pest
control, he or she would be hard pressed to
devote even 100 hours a year to working in
the forest. With little or no income in the years
between harvests, small timber owners’ ex-
penditures become passive losses deductible
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many, many years in the future, severely im-
pacting the owners’ already modest cash flow.

My bill would provide a narrow exception to
small (80 percent owned by no more than 5
people) and family timber owners. The bill
would provide an exception for these tax-
payers performing fewer than 100 hours or in
the instance when the owners manage a third
party to perform the needed services.

We must create a self-sustaining resource
of trees to ensure raw materials for paper
products as well as to provide a continuing
supply of reasonably affordable building mate-
rials for consumers. And it is increasingly obvi-
ous that our most reliable source will be the
millions of acres of privately owned
forestlands. Timber farming is a long-term,
high-risk venture, subject to the uncertainties
of disease, fire and a highly unpredictable
marketplace. My bill will ensure that small tim-
ber holders continue to be a viable part of this
essential industry.

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-

PROPRIATIONS ACT FOR DE-
FENSE AND FOR THE RECON-
STRUCTION OF IRAQ AND AF-
GHANISTAN, 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, October 17, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3289) making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
defense and for the reconstruction of Iraq
and Afghanistan for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2004, and for other purposes:

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Chairman, | want to re-
spond to the concerns shared by the gentle
lady from Michigan, Ms. KILPATRICK, and as-
sure her that we do share her concerns. We
agree that the AAFES and the other ex-
changes should be reimbursed for extraor-
dinary costs serving in forward deployed
areas. As the gentlelady knows, the Exchange
Service is a nonappropriated fund activity. But
there have been times when Congress has
had to appropriate funds to help the exchange
services with extraordinary costs for sup-
porting our troops in immediate combat areas.
This is one of those times. We agree that we
need to do more to help the Exchange Serv-
ices so our troops can have access to items
we consider basic necessities here at home.
We think we can take a look at this issue
when we begin serious negotiations on an
Onmibus Appropriations bill.

HONORING MICHAEL BRADY
HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 20, 2003

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Michael Brady, a dedicated
and noteworthy humanitarian, who was a com-
mitted public servant to his community of
Smithtown, Long Island. On August 28, 2003,
Mike lost his battle with cancer, and left be-
hind a legacy of caring for the youth of his
community.
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Mike Brady bravely served our country in
the Vietnam War from 1962 to 1967 as a
Navy Machinist mate 3rd Class on the USS
Long Beach. Upon his return to New York, he
became an active member of the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America.

Mike Brady displayed an overwhelming con-
cern for children that showed through his
many actions. He was a co-founder of the
Smithtown Veterans Youth Program. This val-
uable program provides the youth of
Smithtown and the surrounding communities a
safe place to go every weeknight of their sum-
mer vacation to enjoy friendship and fun. This
program has been used as a nationwide
model by veteran’s organizations in an effort
to fight drugs and keep America’s youth drug-
free.

Mike also worked with children as a little
league coach. His patience and commitment
to children made a difference in the lives of so
many. The ancient saying that “it takes a vil-
lage to raise a child” was one that Mike un-
derstood and embraced.

Mike Brady is described by his family and
friends as a simple, caring person, who con-
stantly gave back to the community with his
service and dedication to every person he
met. These admirable characteristics led Mike
Brady to be honored as a recipient of the
Chapel of Four Chaplains Humanitarian
Award. He joins recipients such as Bob Hope
and Ronald Reagan who received the award
with the purpose of recognizing the service
that a veteran provides to their comniunity
above and beyond the call of duty.

Some people come into our lives and leave
without a trace. Some stay for awhile and re-
main close to our hearts. And we are never,
ever the same. Mike Brady has left his mark
on the Smithtown Community and he will be
missed.

————

HONORING RUSH ELEMENTARY ON
THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 20, 2003

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, it gives
me great pleasure to rise today to celebrate
Rush Elementary th School in Lubbock,
Texas' 50th anniversary, which will occur on
October 24th. Rush Elementary has played an
intergral role in developin gand nurturing
young students in West Texas for half a cen-
tury. The faculty’s contributions to the lives of
young people have strengthened the founda-
tion of the community and continue to be an
invaluable resource.

The school strives to continue the spirit of
connnunity service that was characteristic of
George A. Rush, the school's namesake. Mr.
Rush was a pioneering citizen who helped lay
the foundation on which Lubbock was built.
Mr. Rush served on the first Lubbock City
Council and originally owned the 9.5 acres of
land where the school is now built. By empha-
sizing community outreach, the facility has fos-
tered in its students a spirit of serving others
with dedication. We have been especially for-
tunate in my home, that my wife, Dana, at-
tended Rush. Senate Majority Leader BILL
FRIST's wife Karyn, also benefited from attend-
ing Rush during her elementary years.
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Rush Elementary School was founded in
1953 and it only consisted of four classrooms
in two temporary buildings with combined
grade levels. The existing building opened on
December 19, 1957. Mrs. Maggie Hammer
served as the head teacher of the four teacher
staff. In 1959 twelve classrooms were added,
followed by a new gymnasium and an air-con-
ditioning system in 1989, as well as technical
upgrades to support a new computer system.
Rush currently enrolls 580 students.

Today, as we celebrate the 50th anniversary
of Rush Elementary School in Lubbock,
Texas, | thank them for their service to the
area. | am proud to join the citizens of Lub-
bock, and others who have benefited from the
elementary school, in extending my deepest
thanks and appreciation for all of their hard
work. Our community would not be the same
without the unparalleled contributions of the
school and its dedicated faculty and staff.

———

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT FOR DE-
FENSE AND FOR THE RECON-
STRUCTION OF IRAQ AND AF-
GHANISTAN, 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 17, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3289) making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
defense and for the reconstruction of Iraq
and Afghanistan for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2004, and for other purposes.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Chairman, tomorrow we will
vote on spending 86.9 billion dollars of Amer-
ican taxpayers’ hard-earned money on our on-
going military operations and reconstruction in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

This massive request for supplemental
funds to pay for our activities in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan brings home—to the pocketbooks of
every American taxpayer—the cost of our in-
volvement in these countries.

If this bill passes tomorrow, we will have
spent a total of 175 billion dollars on Irag and
Afghanistan—38 billion dollars more than we
are spending for Federal health, education
and labor programs here at home. And 47 bil-
lion dollars more than we are spending for our
veterans, housing, economic development,
NASA, environmental protection and scientific
research here at home.

| am not going to argue about our activities
in Afghanistan—they are wholly appropriate
and necessary in order to dismantle the Al-
Qaeda terrorist network.

However, Iraq is different.

We have gotten ourselves into a situation in
Iraq that is both dangerous to our troops and
critically important to our worldwide leadership
duties and responsibilities. The situation is
now so serious that, to me, it is less important
that we arrived at this point by serious mis-
calculation, perhaps manipulation and half-
truths, than to understand that “failure is not
an option.”

We have the most professional, most dedi-
cated, best-trained and best-equipped military
in the world. It is absolutely necessary that we
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supply anything and everything to support and
ensure the safety and success of our troops.
They represent the best this country has to
offer, and their sacrifices should never be
taken lightly or for granted. As commander in
chief, the president committed them to this
war, and now we must provide them with all
the resources and support they need. | sup-
port every penny of this request that supports
our troops. And in addition to supporting them
this week, we must also remember to fully
support and fund the veterans programs that
they will rely on in the future.

The Administration is asking us to support a
request for reconstruction in Iraq of 18.6 billion
dollars that, according to Ambassador L. Paul
Bremer (administrator of the Coalition Provi-
sional Authority), is probably just the down
payment. Bremer has indicated that recon-
struction costs alone may top 60 to 70 billion
dollars.

This bill would provide 5.7 billion dollars to
rehabilitate Irag’'s electric power infrastructure.
In my district, which includes the city of El
Paso, and in other districts on the U.S.-Mexi-
can border, hundreds of thousands of our own
citizens don’t have electricity. Never mind that
a failure in our own power grid caused a huge
blackout in the Northeast recently, and that
Hurricane Isabel left hundreds of thousands in
the dark, while many of my colleagues were
told by Federal disaster relief agencies that
they don't have the funds to help.

Also included in this bill is 793 million dol-
lars for health care programs and upgrades to
hospitals and clinics. El Paso, a city of
700,000, is in desperate need of affordable
health services and is in the midst of a health
care crisis caused by severe budget cutbacks
at the State and Federal levels.

This bill includes 4.3 billion dollars to ex-
pand access to safe drinking water and im-
prove sanitation. Hundreds of thousands of
people along our Nation’s border don't have
safe drinking water or sanitation services. In
fact, nearly 5,000 households in the El Paso
area lack complete plumbing.

This supplemental includes another 500 mil-
lion dollars for transportation and tele-
communications projects in Irag. Meanwhile,
more than 10,000 households in the El Paso
area have no telephone service available for
their use.

Mr. Speaker, there are those in the Adminis-
tration who talk about our “responsibility” to
provide these services to rebuild Irag when we
along the border are constantly told there is
not enough money to assist in the develop-
ment of these services here at home. What
about the responsibility to our own citizens in
our own country?

This Administration comes to us and the
American people expecting to receive a blank
check with no questions asked. It seems to
think the tragedy of Sept. 11, 2001, can be
used to ramrod anything and everything. It
acts as though it is unpatriotic to ask for jus-
tification and accountability. Mr. Speaker, it is
not unpatriotic to ask for justification and ac-
countability for the taxpayers’ money—it is one
of the most patriotic actions a member of this
body can take.

The request for funds to rebuild Iraq is bun-
dled together in this bill with the money essen-
tial to support our troops. At the same time
that their sons and daughters are being
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