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Mr. Speaker, this provision should
not be included in the Interior con-
ference report because it was not in-
cluded in S. 1391, the Senate-passed In-
terior appropriations bill, or H.R. 2691,
the House-passed Interior appropria-
tions bill. Furthermore, this provision
completely circumvents the House
Committee on Resources, which retains
authority over all issues impacting Na-
tive Americans, including trust reform.

I would like to point out this is the
not the first time language has been in-
serted into the Interior appropriations
bill that would seek to legislate a reso-
lution to the trust reform issue. Just
this past July there was an attempt to
add similar language that would have
authorized the Secretary of Interior to
unilaterally settle any claim relating
to the balance of the individual Indiana
accounts. That language was success-
fully stricken from the Interior appro-
priations bill before the bill was subse-
quently approved by the House.

At that time, members of the Com-
mittee on Resources were told that
they would have an opportunity to
come up with a legislative solution to
the trust reform issue without inter-
ference by the appropriators. The Com-
mittee on Resources has begun a series
of hearings on the issue, with an eye
towards accomplishing that goal in
this Congress. But it was envisioned
that Congressional action would com-
plement the court action and not cir-
cumvent it.

While this bill contains some provi-
sions that are Native American friend-
ly, if this language is allowed to move
forward the negative effects will be felt
throughout Indian Country. Prohib-
iting the Department of Interior to use
Federal funds to implement the U.S.
District Court’s decision essentially
permits the Department to do nothing
to move towards settlement of the In-
dividual Indian Money Accounts, and
only further delays resolving a century
old dispute.

Mr. Speaker, a fair and equitable res-
olution to trust reform can only be
reached by having all the necessary
stakeholders at the negotiating table.
Accordingly, | urge my colleagues to
vote no on the Interior appropriations
conference report, and | hope that this
provision relative to the American In-
dian Trust Accounts can be stricken
from the bill before it is finally sent to
the President for his signature.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURGESS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

DO RIGHT BY OUR MILITARY
FAMILIES
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday was the bloodiest day in lraq
since our forces took control of the
country. These latest deaths of human-
itarian relief workers, Iragi police and
another American serviceman illus-
trate the extreme dangers that con-
tinue to confront our military and the
civilian population in Iraq.

When the President commands and
Congress authorizes to send our sons
and daughters, fathers and mothers
into harm’s way, then we have a spe-
cial duty to take care of the families
and the survivors of those servicemen
and women who sacrificed their lives.

This is why, Mr. Speaker, | strongly
support increasing the military death
gratuity to $12,000, restoring its tax ex-
empt status and providing these funds
to the families and the survivors of
those Armed Forces personnel who
have perished on or following Sep-
tember 11, 2001. | am very pleased that
the House will vote on this urgent mat-
ter tomorrow.

As of this morning, 350 American
military personnel have lost their lives
in Iraq. At least 67 others have per-
ished in Operation Enduring Freedom,
mainly in Afghanistan. Among those
who have fallen are nine men from
Massachusetts, including Marine Cap-
tain Benjamin W. Sammis, age 29, from
the town of Rehobeth in my own Con-
gressional District. They range in age
from 20 to 40. They served in the Army,
the Marines and in the Army National
Guard. They were privates, specialists,
sergeants, lieutenants and captains,
and they lost their lives in Afghani-
stan, the Philippines and Iraqg.

Every day we awake to news of yet
another American who has paid the ul-
timate sacrifice for service to our
country. At such times, it matters not
at all whether you are liberal or con-
servative, Republican or Democrat. In
the face of such loss, we are united in
sorrow and in our common need to ex-
press our respect and condolences to
the families and loved ones of that sol-
dier, sailor, airman or marine.

We are also united in wanting to en-
sure that the surviving family’s most
pressing needs are provided for. Cur-
rently these families receive only $6,000
as a death benefit, and half of that is
subject to tax. Mr. Speaker, that is
simply wrong.

On September 5, | introduced H.R.
3019, to increase the military death
gratuity to $12,000, exempt it from
taxes and make it retroactive to Sep-
tember 11, 2001. My colleague the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. RENZzI) re-
cently introduced nearly identical leg-
islation, H.R. 3566, and it is his bill
that the Republican leadership will
move to the floor tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of his bill, and the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. RENzI) and others
will be speaking about it later this
evening. | am pleased that the House
leadership has turned its attention to
this matter, and | urge all my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
vote in favor of H.R. 3566 tomorrow.
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Mr. Speaker, it is no secret to the
Members of this House that the current
military death gratuity needs to be
fixed. Historically, the death gratuity
has been tax exempt. But when Con-
gress last increased the death benefit
to $6,000, half of this amount became
subject to taxation. On several occa-
sions Congress has attempted to rectify
this mistake by passing the Armed
Forces Tax Fairness Act. Unfortu-
nately, that bill remains stalled at the
Speaker’s desk.

While efforts are underway in the de-
fense authorizations conference to dou-
ble the death benefit and make it ret-
roactive to September 11, 2001, only
passage of H.R. 3566 can remedy the un-
fair tax burden on our military fami-
lies.

Mr. Speaker, tomorrow the House
will do the right thing by our military
families and pass H.R. 3566. 1 would
urge the House majority leadership to
ensure that the other body also ap-
proves the bill and sends it to the
President before Congress adjourns.
Only if this bill becomes law can we
guarantee that grieving families are
not burdened with an unexpected tax
bill.

But, Mr. Speaker, that is not enough.
I also call on the House Republican
leadership to act now to ensure the
Armed Forces Tax Fairness Act be sent
to the President so that other tax in-
centives that benefit our uniformed
men and women, especially our Guard
and Reserves, may go into effect.

It is astonishing to me that this Con-
gress can provide billions of dollars in
tax relief to the wealthiest in our soci-
ety, but it fails to move this modest
set of tax incentives for the men and
women who put their lives on the line
every single day in defense of freedom.
So while | am glad that tomorrow we
will do something positive, we still
have much more to do before the ac-
tions of this Congress match its rhet-
oric.

Mr. Speaker, | include for the record
the names of the Massachusetts mili-
tary personnel who have fallen in com-
bat since September 11, 2001.

MEMBERS OF U.S. ARMED FORCES FROM MAS-
SACHUSETTS KILLED IN ACTION OR DIED
WHILE ON ACTIVE DUTY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2001
To CURRENT DATE
(Information may be partial or

plete.)

(Sources: CNN ““Forces: U.S. and Coalition
Casualties” and Central Command Public Af-
fairs Office/U.S. Department of Defense)

(1) sStaff Sergeant Joseph P. Bellavia, Age:
28, Unit: 716th Military Police Battalion,
16th Military Police Brigade, XVIII Airborne
Corps, U.S. Army, Hometown: Wakefield,
MA, Date and Place of Death: October 16,
2003 in Karbala, Iraq.

(2) Specialist Mathew G. Boule, Age: 22,
Unit: 2nd Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment,
3rd Infantry Division, U.S. Army, Home-
town: Dracut, MA, Date and Place of Death:
April 2, 2003 in central Iraq.

(3) Staff Sergeant Joseph Camara, Age: 40,
Unit: 115th Military Police Company, Army
National Guard, Hometown: New Bedford,
MA, Date and Place of Death: May 21, 2003 in
an area south of Baghdad, Irag.
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