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The Italians launched another offensive on
March 12, 1941, but after six days of fighting,
the Italians made only small gains, and it be-
came clear that German intervention was nec-
essary if the Italians were going to win.

On March 26th, Hitler declared that he
would make a clean sweep of the Balkans. It
took him five weeks, until the end of April, to
subdue Greece. It turned out to be an impor-
tant five weeks. These five weeks delayed Hit-
ler's invasion of Russia and contributed to the
Germans’ failure in Russia.

The victory of the Greek Army against the
Italians astonished the world. The heroic
stance by the Greeks against insurmountable
odds, was the first glimmer of hope for the Al-
lies, and today we can take great pride in
those who risked their lives to defend their
country.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WATERS addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

PASS THE FALLEN PATRIOTS TAX
RELIEF ACT, H.R. 3365

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to urge passage of the Fallen Patriots
Tax Relief Act, H.R. 3365, which has
been introduced by the distinguished
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. RENZzI).
Contemporaneous with the Persian
Gulf conflict, Congress increased from
$3,000 to $6,000, the military death gra-
tuity payable to the survivors of de-
ceased members of our Armed Forces.

Unfortunately, unlike the original
$3,000 benefit, this additional $3,000 to
the survivors of our fallen patriots was
left exposed to taxation. This cannot
continue. The Fallen Patriots Tax Re-
lief Act will restore the military death
gratuity to its rightful and tax exempt
status and increase the military death
gratuity for survivors of our fallen pa-
triots up to a total of $12,000, retro-
actively effective to September 11, 2001.

Mr. Speaker, of course, so many
today are tempted to measure their
compassion in money. Let us make no
mistake, no amount of money will
mute or diminish these survivors’ im-
measurable pain, an immeasurable
pain which can only be told by the
mounting of time and the mercy of
God.
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Yet, still in support of and in tribute
to our fallen and their families, our hu-
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manitarianism compels us to try. Con-
sequently, in support of our troops and
their families our words are prolific.

Now, during this current Persian
conflict, our deeds must best our rhet-
oric. It is the least and not the last we
must do for those who have so terribly
sacrificed and suffered for our freedom,
for our country, for us.

———————

FALLEN PATRIOTS TAX RELIEF
ACT OF 2003

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PORTER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. RENZI) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, | want to
begin by recognizing the steadfast lead-
ership provided by my colleagues, espe-
cially the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. JONES) who has fought for
this legislation, for this issue, for over
2 years, as well as the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), who
without their original initiatives, the
Fallen Patriots Tax Relief Act would
not have become a reality and gained
such bipartisan support. In addition, |
want to thank them for their guidance
on this bill and their strong coopera-
tion in drafting this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3365, the Fallen
Patriots Tax Relief Act of 2003, ad-
dresses the death gratuity paid to a
survivor of a military member of the
United States, which historically has
been exempt from taxation. An over-
sight in the Tax Code after gratuity
was increased to $6,000 left half of this
payment subject to taxation. The ben-
efit was designed to assist survivors of
deceased members of the military with
their financial needs during the period
following the soldier’s death and before
other survivor benefits become avail-
able.

The first section of this legislation
raises the death gratuity payment to
$12,000. This increase has already been
funded in the Defense Appropriations
Act recently signed into law.

The second section of this bill
amends the U.S. Tax Code to restore
the payment to its historical full tax
exempt status. This provision applies
to deaths occurring on or after Sep-
tember 11, 2001, in order to provide for
the families of those military per-
sonnel who lost their lives at the onset
of the war on terrorism.

At a time when our Nation’s sons and
daughters and their families are mak-
ing great sacrifices on behalf of this
Nation, it is unconscionable to ask
them to shoulder a tax burden on a gift
intended to be free from taxation.

What is most important to remember
when considering this significant legis-
lation is that this bill will help fami-
lies with the loss of their loved ones;
the death gratuity payment must re-
main as a gift to the surviving family
as a gesture of a grateful Nation and be
done in a manner which dignifies their
ultimate sacrifice.
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The bipartisan support on this legis-
lation shows that Congress recognizes
the sacrifices made by these men and
women of our Armed Forces against
the war on terror.

What motivated me to become in-
volved are three of our fallen patriots
from my district in rural Arizona. The
first was Spencer Karol, a 20-year-old
Army Specialist with the 165th Mili-
tary Intelligence Battalion from Hol-
brook, Arizona. Spencer was raised in
California until his family moved to
Holbrook while he was a junior in high
school. He graduated from Holbrook
High in 2001 and signed up with the
Army with two of his friends. They
were sent to Iraq this year.

Specialist Karol’s mother, Bridget, a
single mother, depended on her son for
assistance, and he did so willingly. She
said, ‘““He helped me with his younger
brothers. 1, being a single mother,
needed help on our ranch fixing roofs,
putting up fences, clearing brush, with
the livestock and he did all of it on his
own without ever having to be told.”

When he was not helping his mother
in caring for his little brothers he was
involved in community service activi-
ties that included helping the
Hashknife Sheriff’s Posse. His mom
said he was also good with computers
and worked a short time in the Navajo
County Assessor’s Office before going
off to boot camp. She said he liked
music and that Spencer was a gen-
tleman. He liked to play the guitar and
piano and was loved by his family and
community.

Specialist Karol died when his vehi-
cle was hit by an explosive device on
patrol while looking for enemy com-
bats on October 6, 2003, at Ar Ramadi,
Irag. This legislation gives Spencer
Karol’s mother the ability to cover the
funeral expenses to bury her son.

Secondly, Private Lori Piestewa of
the much-publicized 507th Maintenance
Division was the first Native American
woman on record known to be killed in
action in our Nation’s history. As a
testament to her proud Hopi Indian
warrior tradition, Lori went back into
the thick of battle outside of An
Nasirah, Iraq, to help her fellow sol-
diers, including Private Jessica Lynch,
escape an lraqi ambush. Lori was a 23-
year-old single mother of two. She has
a mountain and freeway named after
her in Arizona, but her family still
pays taxes on the payment they re-
ceived from Lori’s sacrifice.

This legislation corrects this injus-
tice and gives her children added sup-
port.

Finally, 27-year-old Army Specialist
Alyssa Peterson was a great athlete
and graduated at the top of her class.
She was good with languages and gra-
cious to her family and friends.

I would like to share with you an
essay that this bright, energetic young
woman wrote when she was in fifth
grade as a student at Sechrist Middle
School in Flagstaff, Arizona.

Alyssa wrote, “What is an American
patriot? | believe an American patriot
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can be anyone who lives in America. |
think that no matter what anyone does
with their time, they can be a patriot
each day. To be a patriot you need to
be a loyal American. You need to stand
up for what is right. You need to be the
best person you can be. A patriot needs
to help America be a better place to
live. Cleaning up litter is being patri-
otic. Obeying traffic rules is being pa-
triotic. Helping our neighbors and giv-
ing of ourselves is being patriotic. Par-
ticipating in your school activities is
being patriotic, just like adults partici-
pate in voting for our government lead-
ers and laws is patriotic. A patriot
obeys all the laws of the land. Patriot-
ism is an attitude which shows up
every day in our actions. No one needs
to wait to be a patriot.”

Let us all reflect on Alyssa’s words
by not waiting any longer to pass the
Fallen Patriots Tax Relief Act of 2003
and give proper tribute and honor to
those who have given their all.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. FROST (at the request of Ms.
PELOsSI) for today on account of busi-
ness in the district.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELoOsI) for today on ac-
count of personal reasons.

Mr. STUPAK (at the request of Ms.
PELosI) for today and the balance of
the week on account of a death in the
family.

Mr. ROYCE (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today on account of official
business.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. DAvis of Florida, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. GREEN of Texas, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MCGoOVERN, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. CARsON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. EDWARDS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZzI0, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MALONEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CONYERS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BURTON of Indiana) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
October 29, 30, 31, and November 3 and
4.

Mr. HENSARLING, for 5 minutes, today
and October 29.

Mr. FEENEY, for 5 minutes, today and
October 29.

Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, today
and October 29, 30, and 31.

Mr. MARIO DiAz-BALART of Florida,
for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GINGREY, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. JoNEs of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. MCcCOTTER, for 5 minutes, today.

————

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1146. An act to implement the rec-
ommendations of the Garrison Unit Joint
Tribal Advisory Committee by providing au-
thorization for the construction of a rural
health care facility on the Fort Berthold In-
dian Reservation, North Dakota; to the Com-
mittee on Resources.

In addition to the Committee on Energy &
Commerce for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

S. 1194. An act to foster local collabora-
tions which will ensure that resources are ef-
fectively and efficiently used within the
criminal and juvenile justice systems; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

S. 1768. An act to extend the national flood
insurance program; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, | move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 28 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, October 29, 2003,
at 10 a.m.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4915. A letter from the Staff Director, Of-
fice of Regulatory and Management Serv-
ices, Forest Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Notice, Comment, and Appeal Proce-
dures for National Forest System Projects
and Activites (RIN:0596-AB89) received Octo-
ber 10, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Agriculture.

4916. A letter from the Staff Director, Of-
fice of Regulatory and Management Serv-
ices, Forest Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Forest Land Enhancement Program
(RIN: 0596-AB95) received October 10, 2003,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.
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4917. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Emerald Ash Borer; Quarantine
and Regulations [Docket No. 02-125-1] re-
ceived October 20, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

4918. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Sapote Fruit Fly [Docket No. 03-
032-3] received October 20, 2003, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

4919. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Imported Fire Ant; Approved
Treatments [Docket No. 02-115-2] received

October 20, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

4920. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, APHIS, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Change in Disease Status of
East Anglia With Regard to Classical Swine
Fever [Docket No. 00-080-3] received October
20, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Agriculture.

4921. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Vinclozolin; Time-Limited Pesticide Tol-
erances [OPP-2003-0311; FRL-7327-6] received

Ocotber 7, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

4922. A letter from the Comptroller, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting a report
of a violation of the Antideficiency Act by
the Department of the Navy, Case Number
02-02, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1517(b); to the
Committee on Appropriations.

4923. A letter from the General Counsel,
Department of Defense, transmitting a legis-
lative proposal pertaining to commissioned
military officers serving in the position of
Associate Director of Central Intelligence
for Military Support; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

4924. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulations, Office of Public and
Indian Housing, Department of Housing and
Urban Development, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Housing Choice
Voucher Program Homeownership Option;
Eligibility of Units Owned or Controlled by a
Public Housing Agency; Correction [Docket
No. FR-4759-C-04] (RIN: 2577-AC39) received
October 21, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

4925. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, OP/RPMS, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Registration of Food Fa-
cilities Under the Public Health Security
and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response
Act of 2002 [Docket No. 02N-0276] (RIN: 0910-
AC40) received October 10, 2003, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

4926. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, OP/RPMS, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Prior Notice of Imported
Food Under the Public Health Security and
Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act
of 2003 [Docket No. 02N-0278] (RIN 0910-AC41)
received October 10, 2003, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

4927. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting the Agency’s final rule
— Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality
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