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The 100 elite U.S. infantrymen, who tried to 
capture and defeat a Somali warlord in his 
home, suffered 70 percent casualties—a figure 
sadly compared to a 1965 massacre in Viet-
nam’s la Drang Valley. So badly pinned down 
were the Americans in Mogadishu that they 
could not evacuate their wounded, including 
Ranger commander Lt. Col. Danny McKnight, 
for nine hours. The biggest problem in that sit-
uation was the thousands of young men float-
ing around the country laying in wait for our 
American troops. 

Since then President George Bush ordered 
more than 25,000 U.S. troops to intervene in 
Somalia in December 1992 to help stop 
deaths from starvation, exacerbated by clan 
warfare, 30 Americans died in combat and 
175 were wounded. There also were six non-
combat deaths, and seven soldiers were killed 
and one missing off the Kenyan coast in a 
crash this month of an AC–130 Specter 
gunship. In addition, about 68 U.N. soldiers 
were killed and 262 wounded, according to 
U.N. figures, making this the bloodiest peace-
keeping operation since the Congo crisis three 
decades ago. 

This situation is similar to that experienced 
by our troops today in Iraq. I visited the As-
Sayliyah Central Command Base in Doha, 
Qatar on October 13, 2003 and heard the con-
cerns of the troops from their own mouths. 
Leaders of the units keep a warm smile and 
upbeat attitude to keep their troops feeling 
positive despite the compound feeling of 
homesickness due to the failure of our govern-
ment to timely relieve them and the feeling of 
vulnerability due to the lack of a sufficient 
number of trained MP’s. I heard testimony 
about how a ground soldier watched his part-
ner and the operator of a military vehicle get 
tossed out as the vehicle was thrown airborne 
by a land mine. ‘‘Why did you hit this mine,’’ 
I asked. ‘‘It was just one of those mines that 
was missed in the sweep . . .,’’ said the sol-
dier. Because there isn’t enough personnel or 
specialists to assign to technical tasks, un-
skilled or untrained technicians frequently get 
asked to do jobs that they have not mastered 
enough to guarantee the lives of those who 
must traverse the sands of Baghdad. He 
misses his wife and newborn baby dearly. Be-
cause there hasn’t been a change in the per-
sonnel on the front lines in several months, 
many reservists and active duty servicemen 
and women have spent a longer time in Iraq 
than was promised by the Administration. May 
1, 2003 was supposed to have been a day of 
hope and homecoming; instead, it was a 
sham. Some of these troops feel like ‘‘sitting 
ducks’’ out in the foreign terrain. They don’t 
speak Arabic. They don’t know Tikrit like they 
know their hometowns. When I asked them if 
they have seen any troops of other coalition 
nations, they responded, ‘‘what coalition 
troops?’’ They need support and they need 
continuous relief. 

Many of the vulnerabilities that led to the 
death of the 18 soldiers in ‘‘Operation Restore 
Hope’’ affect our troops in ‘‘Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.’’ I value the service that our troops 
of ‘‘Operation Restore Hope’’ provided, and I 
am honored to support this important legisla-
tion to commemorate them.
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Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I rise as a 
cosponsor and in strong support of H. Res. 
409, a resolution to repudiate the Malaysian 
Prime Minister for racist comments harmful not 
only to the global Jewish community but to the 
advancement of peace in the Middle East and 
global tolerance of racial and ethnic diversity. 

The speech by Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad to a gathering of Muslim leaders 
earlier this month has been described by other 
world leaders of democratic and free nations—
including President Bush during his recent trip 
to Asia—as offensive and anti-Semitic. Rhet-
oric of this nature, which embodies age-old 
stereotypes, can be neither excused nor 
rationalized. It only serves to incite further sec-
tarian violence and should be condemned uni-
versally. 

Even more disturbing is that none of 57 na-
tional representatives attending the Organiza-
tion of the Islamic Conference, including some 
U.S. allies, have raised their voices in protest. 
In fact, many demonstrated complicity in 
spreading this message of hate and incitement 
against Jews by applauding the Prime Min-
ister’s remarks. The standing ovation he re-
ceived and the subsequent defense of his re-
marks by almost all the participants at this 
meeting of Muslim leaders reminds us that 
anti-Semitic beliefs remain prevalent through-
out the world, even in moderate states like 
Malaysia. 

I was proud to be one of 80 Members of the 
House who signed a letter to the Prime Min-
ister of Malaysia condemning his remarks and 
calling upon him to clarify or retract his state-
ments. I also commend the Senate for passing 
a resolution condemning the statement and re-
questing that President Bush condemn the re-
marks during his meeting with the Malaysian 
Prime Minister in Bangkok during Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit. 

Mr. Speaker, we must always take a stand 
against hatred and bigotry by world leaders 
whose rhetoric threatens to make peace in the 
Middle East and around the world more elu-
sive. I am pleased to be a cosponsor of this 
important resolution and urge my colleagues 
to support it today.
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Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 29, the Oceanside community will cele-
brate the 20th anniversary of the Brother 
Benno foundation. 

The foundation was established by Harold 
and Kay Kutler in 1983 based on the work of 
a Benedictine monk, Brother Benno Garrity, 
from the Prince of Peace Abbey in Oceanside, 

CA. Brother Benno died in 1992 after dedi-
cating his life to feeding the poor and home-
less. 

The foundation began with a small soup 
kitchen at 307 Minnesota Street in Oceanside. 
It has since grown into a ministry addressing 
many types of social problems in San Diego 
County including hunger, homelessness, and 
alcohol and drug addiction. 

Anyone needing help can come to Brother 
Bennos and register for services provided by 
the foundation. In their 20 years of service the 
foundation has provided 132,000 nights of 
lodging, more than 434,000 articles of cloth-
ing, 18,900 blankets and medical and dental 
care. 

On behalf of all the people whose lives have 
been touched by the Brother Benno Founda-
tion I want to recognize the volunteers and 
support staff at the Brother Benno Foundation. 
Thank you for 20 years of service.
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Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a new organization on the Southern 
University campus. A new chapter of the Col-
lege Republicans has been created at this 
Historically Black University in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. This is a welcome event for all Lou-
isiana Republicans. 

My heartfelt congratulations are extended to 
all of the members of the Southern University 
College Republicans, and especially club 
president Gene Tinner, for their hard work in 
founding this new organization. I am confident 
that this chapter will earn respect on the 
Southern Campus and throughout Louisiana, 
and become a valuable addition to the state 
Republican Party. I am honored to share this 
affiliation with such a bright group of young 
Louisianians from one of our great educational 
institutions. 

My best wishes go forth to this new group 
for their vision and leadership, and to the 
Southern University campus for their support.
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Ms. HART. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
have the opportunity to pay tribute to a leading 
Insurance Provider that serves Western Penn-
sylvania. October 24, 2003 marks the 100th 
anniversary of Travelers Property Casualty, a 
leading provider of a broad range of insurance 
products. 

Travelers Property Casualty, located in 
Pittsburgh since 1903, currently employs more 
than 225 individuals. Travelers provides a 
wide range of insurance products including 
workers compensation, integrated disability, 
property, liability specialty lines and broiler and 
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