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for fair representation for all voters, Mr.
Shelton was a leader in securing four single-
member district representatives on the
Pinellas County Commission.

An advocate of continuing education, Mr.
Shelton went back to school to become a
paralegal, specializing in elder law. Working
for Gulf Coast Legal Services, he fought dis-
crimination against the elderly. Mr. Shelton
never gave up the fight—he was even writing
letters on behalf of the St. Petersburg Com-
mission on Aging at age 91.

Mr. Shelton was a Walter Mondale delegate
to the 1984 Democratic National Convention.
He served on the Environmental Development
Commission, Housing Authority and Fair
Housing Board and was a chairman of the leg-
islative committee of the St. Petersburg Coun-
cil on Human Relations. In 1988, the City of
St. Petersburg gave Mr. Shelton a Senior Hall
of Fame Award in honor of all his contributions
to our community.

St. Petersburg is undoubtably a better place
to live thanks to Perkins Shelton. On behalf of
our community, | would like to extend my
deepest sympathies to Mr. Shelton’s family.
His impact will not be forgotten.

———
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a great
deal of pride that | rise before this body of
Congress and this nation today to pay tribute
to an American hero. Command Master Chief
Robert Conklin stands as a fine example of
our fighting men and women of the Armed
Services who have dedicated their lives to
protecting their nation and their fellow citizens.
Master Chief Conklin has given thirty-four
years of service to his country, and | am hon-
ored to pay tribute to his accomplishments
here today.

Robert Conklin enlisted in the Navy in 1969,
and has accomplished a long and distin-
guished career. He has served as Command
Master Chief, the highest rank for an enlisted
man, on the USS Conolly, the USS Dwight D.
Eisenhower, and the USS Bataan, and cur-
rently serves aboard the USS Ronald Reagan.
Through his service, Master Chief Conklin has
earned numerous awards, including the Meri-
torious Service Medal, the Navy Good Con-
duct Medal, and the Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal.

Mr. Speaker, Command Master Chief Rob-
ert Conklin is the kind of dedicated and de-
voted serviceman who young recruits look to
for guidance and encouragement. He has en-
joyed a stellar career, and has earned the ad-
miration of his fellow shipmates, as well as the
respect of the citizens of the country he has
committed his life to serving. | am deeply hon-
ored to join with my colleagues in recognizing
the tireless work and dedicated service of
Master Chief Robert Conklin here today.
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Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today on behalf of the members of Vernon
Chapel A.M.E. Church of Flint, Michigan, to
congratulate them on their successful comple-
tion of a $2 million expansion/renovation
project. The church will hold a dedication cere-
mony to celebrate this blessed achievement
on Sunday, November 9, 2003. Bishop Philip
R. Cousin, the Presiding Bishop of the Fourth
District of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church, will be the guest preacher and will
preside over the dedication.

The expansion of Vernon Chapel A.M.E.
Church started with a vision 10 years ago and
now that vision has come to life. Proverbs
29:18 states that “Where there is no vision,
the people perish.” Vernon Chapel A.M.E
church is definitely alive, and growing by leaps
and bounds. One proof of that growth is their
newly constructed 8,700 square-foot family life
center. The church and community will utilize
the facility for wedding receptions, recreation
events and banquets. Inside the church, seven
new classrooms were added along with four
offices, an elevator, and six restrooms. They
have also added a day care and health care
site. The church’s purpose in starting this
project was to give back to the community.
They saw a need and they fulfilled it. With the
newly expanded facility, the church will be
able to spread the Gospel to more people in
different ways. Reverend Darryl Williams, Pas-
tor of Vernon Chapel for 13 years, stated to
me that completion of this project is a testa-
ment to their faith, their progressive attitude
and their desire to serve the people of Flint
and Genesee County in a greater capacity.
The members of Vernon Chapel AM.E.
Church are beyond doubt dedicated to the
work of the Lord.

Mr. Speaker many people in Genesee
County have greatly benefited from Vernon
Chapel A.M.E. Church outreach. This church
consistently thrives to make the community a
better place to live and worship. | ask my col-
leagues in the 108th Congress to please join
me in congratulating this fine Christian com-
munity on a job well done.

———
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise before this
body of Congress and this nation today to pay
tribute to an outstanding citizen from my dis-
trict. William “Sarge” Brown of Grand Junc-
tion, Colorado is an active member of the ski-
ing community and a great citizen. For his
years of hard work and many contributions to
Colorado’s ski industry and his local commu-
nity, | am honored to pay tribute to Sarge here
today.

Like many of his generation, Sarge heeded
his country’s call, serving in the Army during
World War Il and the Korean War. At the end
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of the Korean War, Sarge directed a mountain
and winter warfare program for Dartmouth
College’'s Reserve Officer Training Corps. He
retired from the military in 1966 as a Sergeant
Major, and began work at Vail Mountain where
he worked his way up the ranks to become
Mountain Manager. While at Vail, Sarge
worked to help make the resort the world-
class destination that it is today. Sarge retired
from Vail in 1989, and was inducted into the
National Ski Hall of Fame in 1990. Today,
Sarge remains active in the skiing community
by serving on the board of the Powderhorn
Recreation and Development Company.

Mr. Speaker, William “Sarge” Brown has
dedicated many years to serving his country
and his community, first in the Army, and then
as Mountain Manager at one of Colorado’s
most beloved ski resorts. His hard work and
contributions to his community are an inspira-
tion, and | am honored to join with my col-
leagues in recognizing the work of William
“Sarge” Brown here today.

———
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3289) making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
defense and for the reconstruction of Iraq
and Afghanistan for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2004, and for other purposes:

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Chairman, | will reluc-
tantly support this Iraqg Supplemental Appro-
priations bill conference report for our troops
and their families.

I will support this bill because we must sup-
port our troops and we must continue to en-
gage the effort in Iraq to its successful conclu-
sion. | have the honor of representing the
Army’s Fort Bragg, Pope Air Force Base and
many Guard and Reserve units in North Caro-
lina. Many of them are serving in Irag while
their families here at home pray for their safe-
ty and speedy return. This bill increases funds
to purchase body armor for our troops and to
contract for the clearing of unexploded ord-
nance. The bill provides funding for the con-
tracting of security guards to replace reservists
currently performing these duties. The Army
has indicated this provision would permit the
demobilization of 7,000 to 10,000 reserve
component soldiers. The bill also includes a
provision to continue the increased monthly
rate of hazardous duty pay and Family Sepa-
ration Allowances through September 30,
2004. These provisions are very important to
the military families in my district because they
have a very real impact in relieving some of
their financial burden. | am proud my Demo-
cratic colleagues in the House and | have suc-
cessfully led the fight to secure these needed
funds.

| have serious reservations about this vote
because despite the brilliant and valiant action
of our soldiers to defeat the evil regime of
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