November 18, 2003

out Baghdad and the Sunni triangle. Get law
and order. Then get a constitution and vic-
tory. But since General Eric Shinseki said
we need ‘“‘several hundred thousand troops,”
Secretary Rumsfeld is determined not to
send troops, but to argue structure. ‘““Oper-
ation Meatgrinder’ continues.

Apparently, the game plan is to give 200,000
hungry lIragis a uniform, a square meal, and
then announce we have security and leave.
We’ll end up with exactly what Secretary
Rumsfeld said we wouldn’t have—a Shiite de-
mocracy, or another Iran. And, of course, a
lot more terrorism.

For the first time in history, this adminis-
tration, this Congress, will not pay for the
war. And for the Guardsmen we are sending
this time, Washington hopes they don’t get
killed so that they can hurry back and be
given the bill. We are not going to pay for it;
we need a tax cut.

We should have listened to former Presi-
dent ‘““Papa’” Bush, who wrote in A World

transformed, ‘“‘we should not march into
Baghdad . . . turning the whole Arab world
against us . . . assigning young soldiers . . .

to fight in what would be an unwinnable
urban guerrilla war.”’

———

RECOGNITION OF THE HONORABLE
TOM OSBORNE

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, | rise today to congratulate my
friend and colleague from Nebraska,
Congressman ToM OSBORNE, on his
dedicated work for mentoring pro-
grams that has earned him a place in
the Hall of Fame for Caring Americans.

Congressman OSBORNE has been
awarded this honor by the Caring Insti-
tute for his commitment and under-
standing of the positive influence that
mentors can have on a child’s life. In
1991, while he was still head coach of
the Nebraska football team and | was
the Governor of Nebraska, Tom
OsBORNE and his wife Nancy started a
program called TeamMates. This pro-
gram paired middle school students
with university football players to give
young people someone who could talk
with them, help them set goals, and re-
inforce basic skills, attitudes, and
other lessons of life. The program was
a success and it soon expanded state-
wide.

Tom OsBORNE, the football coach, be-
came Congressman ToOM OSBORNE in
2000, the same year | joined the Senate,
and it has been a pleasure to work with
him on several mentoring projects. His
Mentoring for Success Act authorized
$50 million in new competitive grant
awards to local school districts and
community based organizations to fund
mentoring initiatives. He also led the
way in designating January ‘‘National
Mentoring Month.”” He continues to
work to fund these valuable programs.

I am glad to see that the Caring In-
stitute has chosen to honor Congress-
man OSBORNE’s efforts to make men-
toring a priority in the United States.
The environment in which many Kids
today are raised looks nothing like the
one in which | grew up. Today, close to
50 percent of all children are raised in
single-parent households. In most
cases, single parents work long hours;
their energy and resources are
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stretched thin. In other cases, even two
parent families cannot provide—for
various reasons—the support a child
needs. Congressman OSBORNE’s Men-
toring for Success Act is for these kids.
It can make a big difference for so
many young people and it can change
these kids’ lives and brighten their fu-
ture.

It is appropriate that Congressman
OSBORNE receive this award just before
Thanksgiving because his programs
have given so many young people a
friend and a brighter future to be
thankful for. Congratulations to Con-
gressman OSBORNE and thank you for
your continuing commitment to men-
toring.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

WORLD YOUTH ALLIANCE

e Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, at
a time when the global community’s
attention is focused on rebuilding Iraq
and the relations that states have to
one another, 1 would like to commend
the World Youth Alliance, which offers
itself as a way forward to address some
of the critical questions with which we
are faced.

Working with over 1 million young
people from over 100 countries around
the world, these young people have had
a constant presence at the United Na-
tions and other international institu-
tions for the last 4 years. Their mem-
bership consists of young people of di-
verse faiths—Christian, Jewish, Mus-
lim, and other—and young people of no
faith. Their binding commitment is to
work for the promotion of the dignity
of the person at the international level
and in each of their countries and com-
munities around the world.

The World Youth Alliance under-
stands that building sustainable, free
and just societies can only be accom-
plished when the human person is rec-
ognized and placed at the center of all
policy, programs, and culture. In doing
this, they are reaching out to each
other and to the world to impact the
policy and culture that is being created
around them.

The dignity of the person, according
to the World Youth Alliance, is intrin-
sic and inviolable. The dignity of the
person is the basis for all human
rights. In this, they place themselves
directly in the heart of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, and the
great human rights history that has
particularly grown after the tragedy of
World War I1.

The World Youth Alliance recognizes
that each individual, no matter how
vulnerable, must be protected by the
state. Otherwise, the state finds itself
in the terrifying position of deciding
the worth of a human being and
objectifying the human person. At such
a point, the freedom and justice of the
state are called into question. The
World Youth Alliance then reminds the
global community that the person can
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never be seen as the problem, but must
be recognized at all times with having
the dignity and rights which the person
possesses by simple right of being. This
global coalition understands that to
protect each human person and to
build sustainable and free societies,
this dignity must be extended to each
member of the human family, uncondi-
tionally, from the moment of concep-
tion until natural death.

In the last 4 years, this coalition of
young people has had extraordinary
success. Their membership continues
to grow. They have participated at
major United Nations conferences.
They have spoken to the General As-
sembly and to individual states, and
they have helped to determine the out-
comes of documents and resolutions.

This group of young people has
trained over 10,000 young people on the
importance of the international insti-
tutions and the relationship that these
institutions have on their lives. They
have initiated projects together:
projects to build community centers in
Nigeria for young people who are strug-
gling to build up their communities
and combat HIV/AIDS; projects to edu-
cate and rebuild schools in Tanzania,
South Africa and Mexico; projects with
street children in Latin America;
projects with art and beauty to re-
awaken the transcendent among all of
their generation and ours.

Most recently the World Youth Alli-
ance has worked with a coalition of
states at the United Nations, including
the United States, on the draft discus-
sions to prepare for an international
treaty on human cloning. At the first
discussion on cloning, the United
States quoted from the World Youth
Alliance in their statement to the Gen-
eral Assembly. Recognizing a shared
commitment to protecting the dignity
of each and every person, the state-
ment read: ‘‘[this resolution] also re-
sponds to a call by over one million
youth from all continents. They are
members of the World Youth Alliance,
who believe that only a total, com-
prehensive ban on human cloning
would protect and respect the dignity
of all human beings. They respectfully
asked the Ad Hoc Committee to work
towards a complete ban. To the youth,
the future world leaders, we hope that
the Sixth Committee will be able to
say—we heard you!”’

As the World Youth Alliance con-
tinues to grow and expand their work
in Latin America, Africa, Asia and Eu-
rope, let us wish them the same kind of
continued growth and success. Their
work to train young people to engage
at the international level, connecting a
generation together in the promotion
of the dignity of the person and human
rights, is precisely what the world
needs. | look forward to seeing many of
them as the future world leaders, a role
in which they have already found
themselves, demonstrating remarkable
integrity, vision and capability. Our
work will be well served when it in-
spires this kind of response and com-
mitment from the world’s youth.e
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