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Peace since 1993 has really made a dif-
ference in communication, most espe-
cially with young people. They have 
brought together people like Indians 
and Pakistanis and Israelis and Arabs, 
as well as teenagers from Cyprus, Af-
ghanistan and the U.S. to understand 
that peace really is possible. They have 
helped young people from all conflict 
areas see each other as human beings, 
not as the enemy. They have helped 
them to break down the barriers of ha-
tred and distrust.
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In March of 2003, two Seeds of Peace 
students joined me in a peace dialogue 
that I had here at the Capitol. The 
Israeli student said when she joined 
Seeds of Peace, she felt she was doing 
something significant. The change was 
not aimed to change the world right 
away. It started out small, giving her 
an opportunity to change her own per-
sonal world. It gave her the oppor-
tunity to talk about the other side in 
terms of friends instead of saying 
‘‘those Palestinians.’’

The Palestinian student said she first 
participated in a Seeds of Peace camp 
in 1999. She said 4 years have passed 
since then and she cannot recognize 
the person she was before. She also said 
that at Seeds of Peace, you get to open 
up, actually listen to each other, listen 
to different views and points of view 
and not toward just rebutting their ar-
gument, but to understand and eventu-
ally find respect for the argument. 

We must voice our support for grass-
roots institutions that are mobilizing 
for peace. It might start small, but 
when young people in this number 
begin to speak about peace and trying 
to understand each other around the 
world, we will see the impact in the fu-
ture. Institutions like Seeds of Peace 
can be instrumental in changing this 
world. They have helped the world to 
remember one thing, that peace begins 
with each of us.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, as a proud 
original cosponsor of this resolution, I rise in 
strong support of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 288, honoring Seeds of Peace for its pro-
motion of understanding, reconciliation, ac-
ceptance, coexistence, and peace among 
youth from the Middle East and other regions 
of conflict. 

Since 1993, Seeds of Peace has brought 
children from war torn areas to the Seeds of 
Peace International Camp in my district in 
Maine. 

It is a source of great pride to have such a 
noble mission based in my state. 

That mission is to sow the seeds of peace 
in children who have grown up in the horrors 
of war. 

Seeds of Peace helps teenagers from the 
war torn regions of the Middle East, the Bal-
kans, Cyprus, and South Asia, learn to respect 
and understand those they would call their 
enemy. 

In so many of these conflicts building trust 
between the youth of the opposing sides is the 
only hope for ending the cycle of violence. 

The work performed by Seeds of Peace 
goes to the heart of our war on terrorism, and 

it goes to the heart of our goal to bring peace 
and prosperity to the world because it goes to 
the hearts of children to show them that vio-
lence is not the answer. 

I thank my good friend and fellow represent-
ative from Maine for introducing this legislation 
and I urge my colleagues to support it.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Con. Res. 288 which honors the 
Seeds of Peace Program for its efforts to pro-
mote understanding and peace among young 
people from areas of conflict. 

John Wallach, a constituent of mine and a 
true visionary, founded the program in 1993 to 
bring youths together from around the world to 
break down barriers and learn more about 
each other. 

The organization plays a vital role in pro-
moting many of our foreign policy goals and 
has been recognized by American leaders for 
its outstanding work. 

By instilling understanding and open-mind-
edness in the world’s children, we can help to 
put an end to long-standing conflicts and bring 
hope to these regions. 

Seeds of Peace is a wonderful program that 
I hope will continue to produce more thought-
ful, understanding leaders of the future. 

At a time when there is so much hate in the 
world, the Seeds of Peace participants are an 
inspiration, and I admire their courage and de-
termination. 

I join my colleagues in paying tribute to this 
great organization and its founder John 
Wallach.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHAW). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. LEACH) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 288. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

COMMENDING AFGHAN WOMEN 
FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION IN 
AFGHAN GOVERNMENT AND 
CIVIL SOCIETY 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 393) com-
mending Afghan women for their par-
ticipation in Afghan government and 
civil society, encouraging the inclusion 
of Afghan women in the political and 
economic life of Afghanistan, and advo-
cating the protection of Afghan wom-
en’s human rights in the Afghanistan 
Constitution, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 393
Whereas the women of Afghanistan suf-

fered horrible tragedies under the Taliban 
regime; 

Whereas the Afghan people have rejected 
the Taliban and are in the process of build-
ing a free and democratic republic and re-
pairing the damage inflicted upon Afghan so-
ciety by the Taliban; 

Whereas those efforts have improved the 
daily lives of Afghan women, children, and 
refugees; 

Whereas more Afghan girls are attending 
school than ever before in the history of Af-
ghanistan and, in addition, many millions 
more adult women are either returning to 
school to make up for the time they were not 
allowed to attend school during the Taliban 
regime or taking vocational training classes 
to prepare for the job market; 

Whereas women in Afghanistan now are 
able to work outside the home and hold posi-
tions in all levels of government and in pri-
vate sector organizations, as they did before 
the Taliban regime; 

Whereas the reconstruction of Afghanistan 
and the writing of the Afghanistan Constitu-
tion provide a unique opportunity to con-
tinue this success and to affirm women’s 
human rights under the law; 

Whereas, in order for women to fully par-
ticipate in Afghan society, they must have 
the right to vote, the right to run for office, 
equality of opportunity, and access to health 
care, education, and employment; 

Whereas women’s human rights must be 
guaranteed in the Afghanistan Constitution; 
and 

Whereas the United States, through its 
diplomatic activities, is actively involved in 
encouraging the full inclusion and participa-
tion of Afghan women in the political and 
economic life of their country, and must con-
tinue to do so throughout the reconstruction 
process: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the participation of Afghan 
women in Afghanistan’s government and 
civil society; 

(2) proclaims its ongoing commitment to 
encouraging the full inclusion of women, and 
indeed all members of Afghan society, in the 
political and economic life of their country; 
and 

(3) advocates the protection of the human 
rights of all Afghans, particularly women, in 
the Afghanistan Constitution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the 
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

In 1996, a heavy shroud was placed on 
the people of Afghanistan when the 
Taliban captured Kabul. But the 
Taliban’s brutality and blatant dis-
regard for the lives and the well-being 
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of the Afghan people was perhaps most 
clearly evident among half of its popu-
lation, the women of Afghanistan. 
They had been made destitute, sick and 
marginalized. They were banned from 
receiving any education past the age of 
8. They were denied proper medical 
treatment. Throughout, the strong will 
and courage of the Afghan women 
helped them endure these most deplor-
able of circumstances. 

Today, the Afghan people are free. 
Women are enjoying freedoms and op-
portunities previously denied to them 
under the Taliban. The new Afghan 
Ministry of Education estimates that 
over 5 million children are in school, 
and 42 percent of these are girls. A 
Ministry of Women’s Affairs has been 
created for the sole purpose of advo-
cating for the rights of women and en-
suring their access to, and participa-
tion in, all sectors of Afghan society. 
The current head of the Human Rights 
Commission is an Afghan woman, Dr. 
Sima Simar. Afghan women are play-
ing an active role in the political and 
economic reconstruction of their na-
tion, including as members of the com-
mission responsible for the drafting of 
the Afghan Constitution. Their con-
tributions can already be seen in this 
draft document. Articles 44, 83 and 84 of 
the Constitution mandate the pro-
motion of women’s education and the 
elimination of illiteracy while also es-
tablishing requirements that seek to 
ensure female representation through-
out the government. After suffering 
unspeakable oppression, persecution 
and violations of their most basic free-
doms, the women of Afghanistan, as 
the women’s minister recently stated, 
‘‘can have our position in the society, 
and our people in Afghanistan can be 
under one Constitution.’’

All of these developments, Mr. 
Speaker, as the International Crisis 
Group has described it, ‘‘heralded a 
new day for women in Afghanistan.’’ 
However, this would not have been pos-
sible without the support of the inter-
national community and, in particular, 
the unwavering commitment of our 
United States. One of the many ways 
in which we have demonstrated our 
commitment to the full participation 
of women in Afghanistan’s political 
and economic reconstruction has been 
through programs such as the U.S. 
Agency for International Development, 
AID, and its contribution of $2.5 mil-
lion for the creation of women’s re-
source centers in various provinces 
throughout Afghanistan. 

The resolution before us details the 
developments that have taken place 
since the end of the Taliban regime and 
the progress made in improving the 
daily lives of Afghan women. Further, 
it notes the efforts of the United States 
in encouraging the full inclusion and 
participation of Afghan women in the 
political and economic arena and pro-
claims our ongoing commitment on 
this front. House Resolution 393 is a 
straightforward resolution that com-
mends the participation of Afghan 

women in civil society and underscores 
the will of the U.S. House of Represent-
atives that the protection of the 
human rights of all Afghans, particu-
larly women, be protected in the con-
stitution of Afghanistan. 

I ask my colleagues to support this 
measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion. First I would like to thank the 
gentlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. 
BIGGERT), the gentlewoman from New 
York (Mrs. MALONEY) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) for their important con-
tribution in bringing this issue to our 
attention. 

Mr. Speaker, Afghanistan is entering 
a crucial phase in its efforts to leave 
behind the legacy of two decades of 
nightmare, civil war, narco-terrorism, 
the Taliban, and the appalling abuse of 
women and girls. Over the coming 
year, the Afghans will be approving a 
new constitution and a new Afghan 
government hopes to hold free and fair 
elections. These acts will determine 
Afghanistan’s course for decades to 
come. 

The role of women and girls in this 
process remains, unfortunately, un-
clear. After suffering for so long under 
the brutal Taliban regime, Afghan 
women are finally participating in Af-
ghan society, including the political 
process in that country. But despite 
progress being made, the threat still 
remains that Afghan women will once 
again become the subject of both dis-
crimination and violence. Indeed, Mr. 
Speaker, girls’ education is coming in-
creasingly under attack, with the burn-
ing of schools dedicated for that pur-
pose. And there are disturbing reports 
of abuses of women’s rights by local 
warlords in spite of the efforts of the 
Afghan transitional authority to pro-
tect them. 

Our resolution commends the partici-
pation of Afghan women in the govern-
ment of Afghanistan and in civil soci-
ety, and it encourages the full inclu-
sion of women in all sectors of Afghan 
society, particularly the political, eco-
nomic and educational sectors. As the 
key decisions on the Afghan Constitu-
tion draw near, the United States and 
the international community must 
continue to press the Afghan govern-
ment to allow the full inclusion of 
women in Afghan society at all levels 
and to provide for the full protection of 
women’s human rights in the Constitu-
tion of Afghanistan. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
H. Res. 393.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 5 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT), the spon-
sor of the resolution. 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding me this 

time and for her very helpful input on 
this resolution. Her commitment to 
protecting human rights is well-known, 
and I am honored to work with her to 
support the women of Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of this very important resolution. I am 
honored to sponsor it and I thank the 
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
MALONEY) for introducing it with me. I 
also want to thank my neighbor, the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) 
along with the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS) and the staff on 
the Committee on International Rela-
tions for helping to bring this resolu-
tion to the floor. 

Frankly, it is no secret that Afghan 
women had a very, very hard time 
under Taliban rule. Women were fre-
quently beaten, raped, kidnapped and 
killed. They had no access to education 
or health care. For 5 years, they were 
told that the only place for them was 
at home with their husbands or in the 
grave. Women were systematically and 
routinely singled out for abuse simply 
because they were women. In short, 
they lived in nightmarish conditions 
that few of us could even imagine. 

Two years after the fall of the 
Taliban, the women of Afghanistan are 
making tremendous progress in re-
claiming their rightful place in soci-
ety. Women are returning to positions 
they held in pre-Taliban times, work-
ing as doctors, lawyers, teachers, civil 
servants and in numerous other profes-
sions. Most girls are attending school, 
which was not true ever before in the 
history of this country. They are no 
longer forced to wear the burdensome 
burqa, although many of them do, and 
hopefully they are no longer living in 
fear of being brutalized simply because 
they are female. 

These women have overcome un-
imaginable obstacles and they deserve 
our ongoing support as they work to 
build a new democracy. I have been in-
volved in several meetings here in the 
United States and a video conference 
with women leaders in Afghanistan 
through the U.S.-Afghan Women’s 
Council. It is encouraging to see that 
the country is transforming itself into 
a democracy and the Afghan women 
are participating, working towards 
elections, and some of these women 
will be candidates. All of this is good 
news, but there is still so much more 
that must be accomplished. 

As part of the rebuilding process, the 
people of Afghanistan are drafting a 
constitution that will define the prin-
ciples of their new democratic govern-
ment. Under the Bonn agreement, the 
final draft will be finished in a few 
short months. As the drafters continue 
the hard work of crafting that impor-
tant document, we must continue to 
encourage the inclusion of women and 
the protection of their most basic 
rights. The creation of a permanent Af-
ghan government marks an important 
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transition in the history of that coun-
try. It also provides a unique oppor-
tunity to commend the women of Af-
ghanistan for overcoming the monu-
mental challenges they have faced and 
to reiterate the U.S. commitment to 
protecting the human rights of all. 
This is what the resolution does. 

The United States has a vested inter-
est in promoting a democratic regime 
in Afghanistan. As President Bush put 
it, women will be the backbone of a 
new Afghanistan. It is critical, there-
fore, that women be assured of their 
right to participate in the civic life of 
their country. It is encouraging to note 
that women have been involved in the 
drafting of the constitution. However, 
in order for women to continue partici-
pating in public life, this right must be 
protected. 

I am pleased that the U.S. has taken 
such an active role in aiding the 
women of Afghanistan. In the last Con-
gress, we passed and the President 
signed into law the Afghan Women and 
Children’s Relief Act. This much-need-
ed legislation provided educational and 
health care assistance for women and 
children living in Afghanistan and as 
refugees in neighboring countries. This 
was an important first step that pro-
vided immediate assistance. Now, how-
ever, it is time to look beyond the 
short term and provide long-term as-
surance that the women of Afghanistan 
will never again be targeted for abuse 
by their government and forced to live 
under such horrific conditions. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an important 
and timely resolution. In order to pro-
mote true democracy in Afghanistan, 
we must do all we can to encourage the 
inclusion of women in the civic life of 
their country. I am honored to support 
this resolution, and I encourage my 
colleagues to do so as well. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Mrs. 
MALONEY) who has been an indefati-
gable fighter for all human rights 
issues and without whom we would not 
be considering this resolution.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding me 
this time and acknowledge the tremen-
dous role that he and the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE) had in the pas-
sage of this resolution. 

I rise in strong support of this resolu-
tion which commends Afghan women 
and supports their participation in gov-
ernment and the inclusion of women’s 
rights in the Afghan constitution. The 
gentlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. 
BIGGERT), my good friend, and I co-au-
thored this resolution to acknowledge 
the struggles that Afghan women have 
faced and to show the support of this 
Congress for winning the battles that 
remain. 

Women under the Taliban were de-
nied their basic rights to work, edu-
cation, and health care; and they suf-
fered greatly over the course of 23 

years of war. The end of the Taliban re-
gime, appointment of women to the 
cabinet, and the establishment of the 
Ministry of Women’s Affairs and the 
participation of over 200 women dele-
gates in the June, 2002, Loya Jirga gave 
women hope. Yet many women con-
tinue to wear the burka out of fear of 
attack from fundamentalist extrem-
ists, and there are extremely dis-
turbing reports of discrimination and 
the burning of over 30 girls’ schools. 

Earlier this Congress showed their 
support not only in words but with fi-
nancial support. Our amendment to the 
fiscal year 2004 emergency supple-
mental appropriations legislation di-
rected $5 million to the Independent 
Human Rights Commission in Afghani-
stan and $60 million in direct funding 
for the Ministry of Women’s Affairs 
and Afghan women-led governmental 
organizations which is necessary to 
build permanent institutions to safe-
guard women’s rights in Afghanistan. 

For women to advance in Afghani-
stan, they must have equal rights 
under the law, they must have the 
right to vote and the right to run for 
office and the equality of opportunity 
and access to health care, education, 
and employment. These rights will not 
be possible in Afghanistan without 
their inclusion in the constitution and 
without the ability of delegates to the 
December Loya Jirga to speak out for 
women’s rights and human rights with-
out fear of reprisal. 

I deeply thank this Congress and the 
leadership of this Congress for being 
committed to helping the women in Af-
ghanistan, for their support of the pas-
sage of this important resolution, and 
their earlier support for direct appro-
priations to help the women in Afghan-
istan. I particularly thank the leader-
ship of the gentleman from California 
(Mr. LANTOS), the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. HYDE), and the gentlewoman 
from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT). 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the distinguished 
gentleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER), a staunch defender of human 
rights worldwide. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in strong support of this resolution 
and commend those who were involved 
with bringing it to the floor today. 

About 5 months ago, I traveled across 
Afghanistan. Just actually my wife and 
I decided to travel by car, and we were 
told that it was rather risky and that 
it was a precarious situation; but we 
wanted to see exactly what was hap-
pening on the scene, and I would like 
to report a little incident that hap-
pened. 

As we were traveling between Kabul 
and Mazar Sharif, we saw the devasta-
tion throughout the countryside, 
burned-out Russian tanks and build-
ings that had been destroyed. We no-
ticed some young people, hundreds of 
people, gathered at this old building 
that seemed like a bombed-out relic 
from World War II; and we had our 
driver stop, and we walked over and we 

had an interpreter with us. And there 
we found, I guess, about 100 young Af-
ghan children all about 8, 9, 10 years 
old, sitting in this burned-out building 
where they had piled rocks together 
and formed little desks, trying to teach 
each other how to read and to write. 
There was never a symbol of a people 
who were more committed to moving 
ahead and to bringing themselves out 
of the ashes of this horrible catas-
trophe that has befallen their country 
for these last 25 years than these young 
children; and what was most important 
is they were not just a bunch of boys. 
There were young boys and young girls 
who were there being taught to read 
and to write and to improve themselves 
and thus bring up their country, and it 
was one of the most inspiring sights I 
had seen. 

The United States has a special bur-
den here in Afghanistan. We turned 
away from the Afghans before, and it 
led to another era of crises after the 
Soviets left; and let me just note that 
I am afraid to offer this to my col-
leagues: I think we need to pay more 
attention to Afghanistan. This resolu-
tion is an important step, but we need 
to pay more attention. Things are slid-
ing back in the wrong direction if we 
do not pay attention. 

And I think we have a message today 
to the people of Afghanistan, and that 
is democracy is sometimes slow to 
move, but we are committed to helping 
them rebuild their country and to build 
those institutions that provide for 
human dignity. We respect their reli-
gion, we respect their faith, but we also 
know that the persecution of women is 
not required by Islam, that this 
Taliban extremism and Islamic extre-
mism that we see in various parts of 
the world does not reflect the broad 
cross-section of Muslims who would 
grant women their rights and have lit-
tle children who happen to be girls edu-
cated and treated equally and with due 
respect. But today we have to work 
with the Afghan people to make sure 
that the Taliban does not come back, 
and that threat still exists. And to the 
people of Afghanistan we say today do 
not give in to these evil people again. 
The Americans have not left. We will 
not leave until they are secure from 
the return of the Taliban and al Qaeda 
and the terrorists that held them in 
bondage.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
commend my friend from California for 
his powerful statement. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
distinguished gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. LOFGREN). 

(Ms. LOFGREN asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to support this resolution, but I 
must note that it is not enough. We 
need to make every effort to assist the 
women of Afghanistan to become full 
and participating members of society 
as so many women there wish. 
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Inside the Beltway it may seem that 

we are doing enough, but we have con-
tinually appropriated money to help 
Afghan women and children, 5 million 
in 2003, 25 million in 2004, 60 million in 
the recent supplemental appropriations 
bill. But unfortunately the money is 
not necessarily getting to the women 
themselves, and Members of Congress 
have written to our President about 
that, but we have not actually made 
the difference that we would want. 

Last week when I returned to my dis-
trict, I met an Afghan women’s advo-
cate, Afifa Azim, who was full of hope 
but has been let down by this adminis-
tration. She had come all the way to 
America to search for support from pri-
vate organizations in California. Imag-
ine, she had to travel here to find pri-
vate help when we have appropriated 
millions of dollars for women’s pro-
grams and the President has told us he 
is committed to administering the 
money in the best possible way. Other 
Afghan women advocates are telling 
me the same. 

The problem is not that the women 
of Afghanistan are not full of hope, nor 
is the problem with Congress who has 
appropriated funds. The problem is 
that the administration has not 
tracked the resources to make sure 
that they get to the Afghan women 
who need these funds; and I would like 
to read from the San Francisco Chron-
icle a story about Ms. Azim. She said, 
‘‘What’s most unfortunate is that in 
the beginning, the international com-
munity was promising to first help the 
women, but that has not happened. For 
almost 2 years, they were promising to 
open women’s centers in different prov-
inces, but it hasn’t happened, all be-
cause of a lack of resources, not de-
sire.’’

If the President is serious about win-
ning the war on terror, he must not 
forget that a great key to our success 
lies in the women of Afghanistan. I 
support this resolution, but I would be 
happier if we were actually directing 
the President to send the resources 
necessary to the women of Afghani-
stan. And I include in the RECORD the 
article from the San Francisco Chron-
icle about Ms. Azim’s visit.
[From the San Francisco Chronicle, Nov. 17, 

2003] 
AFGHAN WOMAN SOLDIER ON BAY AREA VISIT 

TO RAISE SUPPORT FOR FREEDOMS NOT YET 
REALIZED 

(By Anastasia Hendrix) 
Standing just 5 feet tall, even in heels, 

Afifa Azim may appear diminutive but her 
ambition to improve the lives of women in 
Afghanistan is enormous, and she is visiting 
the Bay Area to get some help. 

Though the world’s attention has shifted 
to the conflict in Iraq and the repressive 
Taliban regime has been chased out of Af-
ghanistan, women there have not been able 
to enjoy the freedoms they had decades ago, 
she said. 

‘‘Most of the women outside of Kabul, in 
the villages, are still oppressed, still wearing 
burkas and still are afraid,’’ she said. ‘‘I am 
saying please be patient and pay attention to 
Afghanistan. We still desperately need it.’’

Azim is the director of the Afghan Wom-
en’s Network, an umbrella organization com-

prised of 65 nonprofit, nongovernmental 
groups designed to support, train and employ 
women. 

Born in Kabul, the 49-year-old mother of 
two daughters and three sons oversees the 
agency’s headquarters in Peshawar, Paki-
stan, as well as two offices in Afghanistan. 
The agency has yet to get a working fax ma-
chine, she said, but has received grants for 
several computers. 

She is meeting with native Afghans and 
women’s rights advocates as part of a pro-
gram developed by the San Francisco-based 
Women’s Intercultural Network (WIN), 
which strives to create a network of women’s 
organizations around the world for ‘‘collec-
tive action on mutual concerns.’’

‘‘A lot of people are going into Afghanistan 
now doing refugee work, doing work on hous-
ing, food and infrastructure, but nobody’s 
really working directly with the women to 
build the capacity of their organizations,’’ 
said Marilyn Fowler, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the network. ‘‘It’s not just 
about money, but also the training and tech-
nology that is so badly needed.’’

Azim is one of nine women on a committee 
participating in the drafting of Afghani-
stan’s new constitution, which will be impor-
tant to legally protect women’s rights, she 
said. 

It is a more daunting task than it may 
seem, said Rona Popal, executive director of 
the Fremont-based Afghan Women Associa-
tion International, who recently returned 
form a trip to Kabul. 

‘‘For example, the Ministry of Women’s Af-
fairs is one of the poorest ministries (in the 
Afghan government). Many programs have 
been closed, and a lot of women have had to 
be laid off,’’ she said. ‘‘What’s most unfortu-
nate is that in the beginning, the inter-
national community was promising to first 
help the women, but that had not happened. 
For almost two years they were promising to 
open women’s centers in different provinces, 
but it hasn’t happened—all because of a lack 
of resources, not desire.’’

If anyone is up to the challenge of fighting 
for the emerging women’s rights movement 
in Afghanistan, it is Azim, said Irene Lu, a 
senior at Standford University who spent six 
months this year working for the Afghan 
Women’s Network in Kabul. 

‘‘It’s amazing how much she really loves 
her country. She works day and night think-
ing of specific projects,’’ Lu said,‘‘She’s often 
at the office until1 1 or 12 at night, and she 
even came to the office at 3 a.m. to talk to 
me about one of the projects we were work-
ing on.’’

With Azim, Lu created a national directory 
of nonprofit women’s groups in and around 
Afghanistan, surveyed women in refugee 
camps and created a paid internship program 
for female students at Kabul University. 

Azim said there are setbacks and times of 
sadness and frustration, but that she relies 
on the strength of other women’s rights ad-
vocates for motivation and her family for in-
spiration. 

Her three sons, ages 18, 19, and 20, all vol-
unteer for her organization. Her daughters, 
ages 8 and 22, are constant reminder of her 
goals, she said. 

‘‘I want them to have a bright future, to be 
able to have a good and happy life,’’ she said. 

Her husband, Azim, is also supportive of 
her efforts, it not necessarily her frequent 
trips to Kabul, she said. The family fled Af-
ghanistan in 1985 but plans to move back by 
new year, she said. 

Today, Azim is headed back to Pakistan. 
She said she will travel and work as much as 
necessary to broaden awareness about the 
struggles still facing Afghan women. 

‘‘We know that American women are 
strong and have the power to do something 

to help our women, even if the government 
can’t or won’t’’ she said. ‘‘Of this, I am con-
fident.’’.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE), a strong leader 
in our Committee on International Re-
lations. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlewoman for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill com-
mending the participation of Afghan 
women in that society. But let me 
share with the Members that I had an 
opportunity to travel in Afghanistan, 
and there is a small orphanage that I 
have supported. I have been a board 
member for a number of years on this 
particular board for this school that 
attempts to teach orphans in Afghani-
stan. And I wanted to see about the 
work that they were conducting. So 
when I was there, I actually had an op-
portunity to talk not only to the stu-
dents, several of whom spoke English, 
but also with the teachers. 

One of the teachers showed me, by 
the way, the scars on his legs and arms. 
He was caught by the former regime. 
He was not teaching jihad. He was 
teaching mathematics. He was teach-
ing science. And that was considered 
verboten. That was forbidden by that 
government. And as a consequence, he 
was tortured for that. But the school 
continued its work clandestinely, and 
today that work continues. And I asked 
the young students there what they in-
tended to be when they grew up, and we 
got different answers from different 
students. But one young woman stood 
up and she said, ‘‘When I grow up, I 
want to go to the University of Kabul 
because I am going to be a physician.’’

And I asked her, ‘‘Why do you want 
to become a doctor?’’

She said, ‘‘I want to become a doctor 
because I want to help my people.’’

We forget that two thirds of the phy-
sicians in Afghanistan before the 
Taliban, two thirds of physicians, were 
women. But, in fact, when that society 
was hijacked by the Taliban and that 
brutal regime began the process of ex-
cluding women not only from edu-
cation but from the workforce and 
from riding a bus or from visiting a 
doctor, we forget just how brutal that 
regime was. 

I have got a great deal of respect for 
what the new government is trying to 
do. The new Afghan government has es-
tablished a Ministry of Women’s Af-
fairs dedicated to improving women’s 
rights, but in the meantime the reality 
continues, that at the hands of re-
gional warlords and brigands and reli-
gious fanatics, women are still beaten 
and they are still raped and they are 
still abducted. 

However, as this is happening, 
women are playing a role in the polit-
ical reconstruction of Afghanistan. 
Seven women are members of the con-
stitutional drafting commission. That 
is 20 percent of the commission. Under 
the released draft constitution, Af-
ghanistan’s president can nominate 
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women to hold up to 50 percent of the 
seats of the upper house of parliament. 

For the first time in years, Afghans 
are hearing the voice of women on the 
air because the broadcasts of Radio 
Free Afghanistan air commentary from 
both the women in the Afghan min-
istries and the men and women that 
are interviewed on the streets, in the 
towns. And it is important to remem-
ber again that before 1978 women were 
very influential in this society. Not 
only were they two-thirds of teachers, 
as I mentioned, but they played a role 
throughout the society, throughout the 
workforce, and they must play a vital 
role in helping Afghanistan become a 
stable state. 

There is so much work to be done, 
and there is so much more attention 
that we as a Congress, not just the ad-
ministration, but we as a Congress 
need to pay to this problem. 

But Afghanistan has made tremen-
dous strides, at least in Kabul, in the 
liberation from the Taliban; and we 
have to remember that the Taliban is 
still rooted in parts of that country. 
And I ask my colleagues to support 
this resolution and to continue to focus 
in their own time and in their own 
ways on ideas of how we can expand 
some measure of progress beyond the 
capital into the regional areas of Af-
ghanistan. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LANTOS), my good 
friend. It is always a real honor and a 
pleasure to work with him. He is a man 
of integrity, great intelligence, and I 
consider him one of my mentors. It is 
always a pleasure to handle a bill on 
the floor with him.

b 1200 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would 
merely like to underscore the stark 
contrast between the Afghanistan that 
we had under the Taliban and the free 
Afghanistan that today is working to 
rebuild from the ruins of over 20 years 
of war and oppression. But all is not 
perfect, as we heard from many speak-
ers here today. The road ahead will not 
be an easy task, but nothing that is 
worth doing and having usually comes 
easy. 

The Afghan people and especially the 
women of Afghanistan need our sup-
port. They need our steadfast commit-
ment to stay with them, to remain en-
gaged for the long haul. This resolution 
before us reiterates that commitment, 
a commitment that was articulated by 
President Bush just this morning, and I 
ask my colleagues to support the reso-
lution of the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Mrs. BIGGERT) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. 
MALONEY).

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of the resolution 

commending Afghan women for their participa-
tion in the Afghan government. Overcoming a 
history of suppression under Taliban rule, the 
women of Afghanistan have worked to 
strengthen women’s rights in Afghanistan’s 
new democracy. 

Prior to Taliban rule, Afghanistan had a 
Constitutional democracy that affirmed wom-
en’s rights, including the right to vote and 
equal pay provisions. However, under control 
of the Taliban, women were silenced and de-
nied basic-fundamental rights to healthcare, 
education and employment. Today, Afghan 
women have emerged to help build a brighter 
and more stable future for Afghanistan. 

Afghan women are more involved than ever 
in the Afghanistan government. Currently, 
there are two women holding high-ranking po-
sitions in Afghanistan’s transitional govern-
ment. Additionally, on September 5, 2003, the 
third annual conference of Women for Afghan 
Women (WAW) met in Kandahar to draft an 
Afghan Women’s Bill of Rights to present to 
President Hamid Karzai. These rights include 
mandatory education for all women, protection 
and security from gender abuse, freedom to 
vote and the ability to run for all elections. 

Afghanistan is at a crucial transition point 
and it is imperative that the United States con-
tinue its support in promoting democracy and 
equality for both men and women of Afghani-
stan. I urge all of my fellow Members to vote 
with me in support of H. Res. 393 and com-
mend the women of Afghanistan for their con-
tributions and involvement in the Afghan gov-
ernment.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHAW). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 393, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

MUTUAL FUNDS INTEGRITY AND 
FEE TRANSPARENCY ACT OF 2003 

Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2420) to improve transparency re-
lating to the fees and costs that mu-
tual fund investors incur and to im-
prove corporate governance of mutual 
funds, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 2420

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Mutual Funds Integrity and Fee Trans-
parency Act of 2003’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—
Sec. 1. Short title. 

TITLE I—INTEGRITY AND FEE 
TRANSPARENCY 

Sec. 101. Improved transparency of mutual 
fund costs. 

Sec. 102. Obligations regarding certain dis-
tribution and soft dollar ar-
rangements. 

Sec. 103. Mutual fund governance. 
Sec. 104. Audit committee requirements for 

investment companies. 
Sec. 105. Trading restrictions. 
Sec. 106. Definition of no-load mutual fund. 
Sec. 107. Informing directors of significant 

deficiencies. 
Sec. 108. Exemption from in person meeting 

requirements. 
Sec. 109. Proxy voting disclosure. 
Sec. 110. Incentive compensation and mu-

tual fund sales. 
Sec. 111. Commission study and report regu-

lating soft dollar arrangements. 
Sec. 112. Study of arbitration claims. 

TITLE II—PREVENTION OF ABUSIVE 
MUTUAL FUND PRACTICES 

Sec. 201. Prevention of fraud; internal com-
pliance and control procedures. 

Sec. 202. Ban on joint management of mu-
tual funds and hedge funds. 

Sec. 203. Short term trading by interested 
persons prohibited. 

Sec. 204. Elimination of stale prices. 
Sec. 205. Prevention of unfair after-hours 

trading. 
Sec. 206. Report on adequacy of remedial ac-

tions.
TITLE I—INTEGRITY AND FEE 

TRANSPARENCY 
SEC. 101. IMPROVED TRANSPARENCY OF MUTUAL 

FUND COSTS. 
(a) REGULATION REVISION REQUIRED.—With-

in 270 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act, the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission shall revise regulations under the 
Securities Act of 1933, the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934, or the Investment Com-
pany Act of 1940, or any combination thereof, 
to require, consistent with the protection of 
investors and the public interest, improved 
disclosure with respect to an open-end man-
agement investment company, in the quar-
terly statement or other periodic report to 
shareholders or other appropriate disclosure 
document, of the following: 

(1) The estimated amount, in dollars for 
each $1,000 of investment in the company, of 
the operating expenses of the company that 
are borne by shareholders. 

(2) The structure of, or method used to de-
termine, the compensation of individuals 
employed by the investment adviser of the 
company to manage the portfolio of the com-
pany, and the ownership interest of such in-
dividuals in the securities of the company. 

(3) The portfolio turnover rate of the com-
pany, set forth in a manner that facilitates 
comparison among investment companies, 
and a description of the implications of a 
high turnover rate for portfolio transaction 
costs and performance. 

(4) Information concerning the company’s 
policies and practices with respect to the 
payment of commissions for effecting securi-
ties transactions to a member of an ex-
change, broker, or dealer who—

(A) furnishes advice, either directly or 
through publications or writings, as to the 
value of securities, the advisability of in-
vesting in, purchasing, or selling securities, 
and the availability of securities or pur-
chasers or sellers of securities; 

(B) furnishes analyses and reports con-
cerning issuers, industries, securities, eco-
nomic factors and trends, portfolio strategy, 
and the performance of accounts; or 
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