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the urgency of tackling corruption in 
the lead up to critical parliamentary 
elections slated for next year, and pres-
idential elections to select Kuchma’s 
successor in 2004. 

Meanwhile, those serious about root-
ing out corruption and corrupt officials 
should take a hard look at the han-
dling—or more accurately, mis-
handling—of Ukrainian and foreign 
owned businesses. For example, United 
States-owned businesses have been vic-
timized through expropriations, asset 
thefts, extortion and the like per-
petrated or abetted by corrupt officials 
and courts in Ukraine. While new cases 
continue to occur, longstanding cases 
remain unresolved with investors un-
able to obtain the relief to which they 
are entitled under Ukrainian and inter-
national law. 

Although the State Department has 
made repeated representations about 
these cases at senior levels of the 
Kuchma administration, Kyiv rebuffed 
repeated requests to resolve them in 
accordance with the law. At the same 
time it refuses to punish the perpetra-
tors of the criminal acts or take cor-
rective measures to prevent similar 
cases from arising. 

If the victims are to ever achieve a 
measure of justice, it is essential that 
U.S. officials raise these cases at every 
appropriate opportunity. 

In one especially egregious and illus-
trative case, well-connected individ-
uals in Ukraine were able to orches-
trate the seizure of all the assets of a 
successful pharmaceutical joint ven-
ture which was half owned by United 
States investors. When, 6 years after 
the theft the Ukrainian appeals courts 
finally dismissed the spurious claims 
to the assets on grounds that they were 
based entirely on forged and falsely 
fabricated documents, senior Ukrain-
ian officials launched into action. 
Within weeks of these judicial deci-
sions, the Ukrainian President report-
edly convened a meeting of senior offi-
cials, including the cognizant senior 
judges and his own senior law enforce-
ment and national security cabinet 
level officers, at which he made clear 
that he did not want the stolen assets 
restored to their rightful American 
owners. 

The courts quickly complied, without 
explanation, and in disregard of the co-
pious evidence before them, the judges 
reversed the decisions taken just two 
months earlier and held in favor of the 
claimants. Several months later long-
standing criminal charges against the 
same individuals were dropped. 

The circumstances surrounding this 
case and others involving United 
States investors are indicative of the 
far reaching scope of corruption and 
the rule of law deficit in Ukraine 
today. While the matter was repeatedly 
raised by the State Department several 
years ago, I am concerned that the 
Ukrainian side might assume that the 
matter is a closed case. I urge officials 
at the Departments of State and Com-
merce to disabuse Ukrainian Govern-
ment officials of such an impression. 

If the Kuchma administration is seri-
ous about rooting out corruption and 
advancing democracy and the rule of 
law, these cases provide a good starting 
point. Only time will tell if they are up 
to the challenge. 
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CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE 
OF GUATEMALA ON THEIR RE-
CENT ELECTIONS 

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, the 
people of Guatemala went to the polls 
on November 9 to elect a new Presi-
dent, Members of the Guatemalan Par-
liament, local officials, and representa-
tives to the Central American Par-
liament. 

These elections attracted attention, 
in large part, due to the candidacy of 
Efrain Rios Montt, a former coup lead-
er who under the Guatemalan constitu-
tion should have been banned from run-
ning for the Presidency all together. 
Rios Montt presided over a troubled 
part of Guatemala’s history, during 
which time too many innocent lives 
were lost. 

Now these elections were not perfect. 
Long lines and confusion over where to 
vote made it difficult for many Guate-
malans to express their political views. 
Some polling stations stayed open for 
as long as 5 hours after they were 
scheduled to close; other did not. The 
time period leading up to the elections 
was marked by violence and intimida-
tion linked to some Rios Montt sup-
porters. 

But in the end, these were important 
and hopeful elections for a number of 
reasons. Rios Montt was defeated in 
the ballot box—and he accepted defeat. 
The willingness of losers to accept de-
feat is one sign of a maturing democ-
racy. And the result of this defeat for 
Rios Montt should not be overlooked; 
he will lose his immunity from pros-
ecution for crimes committed under 
his watch. 

There is much more to the story than 
Rios Montt’s candidacy, however. Ap-
proximately 60 percent of Guatemala’s 
5 million voters went to the polls on 
Sunday—the largest turnout since 1985. 
By turning out in such numbers, Gua-
temalans showed they understand the 
power of the ballot box. As one woman 
put it, ‘‘You have to vote if you want 
things to change.’’ 

Overall, these elections were fair and 
open. Ballots were not rigged, and vehi-
cles carrying them were monitored by 
satellite. 

Violence on election day was iso-
lated. In spite of an insecure climate 
during the campaign season, threats of 
violence were not carried out on a 
large scale over the weekend. The vio-
lence many had feared—and some ob-
servers have come to expect from elec-
tions of this sort—did not take place. 
In the words of Guatemalan Nobel 
Prize winner Rigoberta Menchu: ‘‘This 
first round was about saying no to vio-
lence.’’ 

These elections also marked the first 
time a nation-wide network of over 

3,000 independent election observers, 
Mirador Electoral, monitored Guate-
malan elections—no easy feat in a 
country ravaged by 40 years of civil 
war. The group was so highly regarded, 
they were asked by the Guatemalan 
election commission to release their 
‘‘quick count’’ projections of the win-
ners. And the results of Mirador Elec-
toral matched those reached by the 
election commission. 

Guatemalans will go to the polls 
again on December 28, and will choose 
between top vote-getters Oscar Berger 
and Alvaro Colon to be the next Presi-
dent. I would call upon the Guatemalan 
Government to maintain their commit-
ment to fairness, and to make adjust-
ments to better prepare for a high 
turn-out of Guatemalans. 

While Guatemala still has many 
problems, these elections give me hope 
for the future. I congratulate the Gua-
temalan people for their commitment 
to democracy. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CONGRATULATING EDITH MILLER 

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, 
today I recognize the outstanding con-
tributions made by Edith Miller, out-
going Executive Director for the 
Vermont School Boards Association, 
VSBA. 

Edie, as she is known to her col-
leagues, friends, and family, joined the 
Vermont School Boards Association in 
December 1997 after previously serving 
for many years as the director of the 
University of Vermont’s Continuing 
Education Program. 

Edie also served with great distinc-
tion on numerous boards dedicated to 
the arts and community welfare. Her 
participation in local government is 
noteworthy. She has worn many hats, 
from holding positions on the town 
zoning and planning commissions to 
her current role as Chair of the East 
Montpelier Select Board. 

I also had the pleasure and benefit of 
having her husband, Martin Miller, on 
staff during my tenure as Vermont At-
torney General from 1969 through 1972. 

Over the years, various individuals 
have described Edie Miller as a strong 
and articulate voice in support of pub-
lic education. She possesses a tireless 
work ethic and an ability to identify 
critical issues, analyze the informa-
tion, and communicate that informa-
tion not only to the VSBA members, 
but also to local State and Federal offi-
cials. 

Edie was a driving force in the cre-
ation and implementation of the 
Vermont Education Leadership Alli-
ance Project, VELA. She worked dili-
gently with her colleagues in the 
Vermont Superintendents Association 
and the Vermont Principals’ Associa-
tion to address the critical shortage of 
principals, superintendents and school 
board members in Vermont. The pro-
gram was designed to train and certify 
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