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is proposed as an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, which shall be 
valid to all intents and purposes as part of 
the Constitution when ratified by the legis-
latures of three-fourths of the several States 
within seven years after the date of its sub-
mission by the Congress: 

‘‘ARTICLE — 
‘‘Marriage in the United States shall con-

sist only of the union of a man and a woman. 
Neither this Constitution, nor the Constitu-
tion of any State, nor State or Federal law, 
shall be construed to require that marital 
status or the legal incidents thereof be con-
ferred upon unmarried couples or groups.’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 275—TO AF-
FIRM THE DEFENSE OF MAR-
RIAGE ACT 

Mr. NICKLES (for himself, Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. BUN-
NING, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. SANTORUM, and 
Mr. ALLARD) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 275 

Whereas, marriage is a fundamental social 
institution that has been tested and re-
affirmed over thousands of years; 

Whereas, historically marriage has been 
reflected in our law and the law of all juris-
dictions in the United States as the union of 
a man and a woman, and the everyday mean-
ing of marriage and the legal meaning of 
marriage has always been defined as the 
legal union of a man and a woman as hus-
band and wife; 

Whereas, families consisting of the legal 
union of one man and one woman for the 
purpose of bearing and raising children re-
mains the basic unit of our civil society; 

Whereas, in Goodridge v. Department of 
Public Health, the Supreme Judicial Court of 
Massachusetts ruled 4 to 3 that the Constitu-
tion of the State of Massachusetts prohibits 
the denial of the issuance of marriage li-
censes to same-sex couples; 

Whereas, the power to regulate marriage 
lies with the legislature and not with the ju-
diciary and the Constitution of the State 
Massachusetts specifically states that the 
judiciary ‘‘shall never exercise the legisla-
tive and executive powers, or either of them: 
to the end it may be a government of laws 
and not of men’’; and 

Whereas, in 1996, Congress overwhelmingly 
passed, and President Bill Clinton signed, 
the Defense of Marriage Act under which 
Congress exercised its rights under the ef-
fects clause of section 1 of Article IV of the 
United States Constitution: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That it is the Sense of the Sen-
ate— 

(1) Congress should take whatever steps 
necessary to affirm the fact that marriage in 
the United States shall consist only of the 
union of one man and one woman; 

(2)(A) same-sex marriage is not a right, 
fundamental or otherwise, recognized in this 
country; and 

(B) neither the United States Constitution 
nor any Federal law shall be construed to re-
quire that marital status or legal incidents 
thereof be conferred upon unmarried couples 
or groups; and 

(3) the Defense of Marriage Act is a proper 
and constitutional exercise of Congress’s 
powers under the effects clause of section 1 
of Article IV and that no State, territory, or 
possession of the United States, or Indian 

tribe, shall be required to give effect to any 
public act, record, or judicial proceeding of 
any other State, territory, possession, or 
tribe respecting a relationship between per-
sons of the same sex that is treated as a mar-
riage under the laws of such State, territory, 
possession, or tribe, or a right or claim aris-
ing from such relationship. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 276—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING FIGHTING 
TERROR AND EMBRACING EF-
FORTS TO ACHIEVE ISRAELI- 
PALESTINIAN PEACE 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
CHAFEE, Mr. NELSON of Florida, Mr. 
LEAHY, and Mr. LAUTENBERG) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. RES. 276 

Whereas ending the violence and terror 
that have devastated Israel, the West Bank, 
and Gaza since September 2000 is in the vital 
interests of the United States, Israel, and 
the Palestinians; 

Whereas ongoing Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict strengthens extremists and opponents 
of peace throughout the region, including 
those who seek to undermine efforts by the 
United States to stabilize Iraq and those who 
want to see conflict spread to other nations 
in the region; 

Whereas more than 3 years of violence, ter-
ror, and escalating military engagement 
have demonstrated that military means 
alone will not solve the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict; 

Whereas despite mutual mistrust, anger, 
and pain, courageous and credible Israelis 
and Palestinians have come together in a 
private capacity to develop serious model 
peace initiatives, like the People’s Voice Ini-
tiative, One Voice, and the Geneva Accord; 

Whereas those initiatives, and other simi-
lar private efforts, are founded on the deter-
mination of Israelis and Palestinians to put 
an end to decades of confrontation and con-
flict and to live in peaceful coexistence, mu-
tual dignity, and security, based on a just, 
lasting, and comprehensive peace and 
achieving historic reconciliation; 

Whereas those initiatives demonstrate 
that both Israelis and Palestinians have a 
partner for peace, that both peoples want to 
end the current vicious stalemate, and that 
both peoples are prepared to make necessary 
compromises in order to achieve peace; 

Whereas each of the private initiatives ad-
dresses the fundamental requirements of 
both peoples, including preservation of the 
Jewish, democratic nature of Israel with se-
cure and defensible borders and the creation 
of a viable Palestinian state; and 

Whereas such peace initiatives dem-
onstrate that there are solutions to the con-
flict and present precious opportunities to 
end the violence and restart fruitful peace 
negotiations: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) applauds the courage and vision of 

Israelis and Palestinians who are working 
together to conceive pragmatic, serious 
plans for achieving peace; 

(2) calls on Israeli and Palestinian leaders 
to capitalize on the opportunity offered by 
these peace initiatives; and 

(3) urges the President of the United States 
to encourage and embrace all serious efforts 
to move away from violent military stale-
mate toward achieving Israeli-Palestinian 
peace. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 277—TEN-
DERING THE SINCERE THANKS 
OF THE SENATE TO THE STAFFS 
OF THE OFFICES OF THE LEGIS-
LATIVE COUNSEL OF THE SEN-
ATE AND THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES FOR THEIR DEDI-
CATION AND SERVICE TO THE 
LEGISLATIVE PROCESS 
Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. GRASS-

LEY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. BREAUX, Mr. BAU-
CUS, and Mr. NICKLES) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 277 
Whereas the Offices of the Legislative 

Counsel of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives have demonstrated great exper-
tise, dedication, professionalism, and integ-
rity in faithfully discharging the duties and 
responsibilities of their positions; 

Whereas legislative drafting is a lengthy, 
arduous, and demanding process requiring a 
keen intellect, thorough knowledge, stern 
constitution, and remarkable patience; 

Whereas the staff of the Senate and House 
Offices of the Legislative Counsel, in par-
ticular, Ruth Ann Ernst, John Goetcheus, 
Peter Goodloe, Edward G. Grossman, Pierre 
Poisson, and James G. Scott, have performed 
above and beyond the call of duty in drafting 
the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improve-
ment, and Modernization Act of 2003; and 

Whereas the Senate and House Offices of 
the Legislative Counsel have met the legisla-
tive drafting needs of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives with unfailing pro-
fessionalism, exceptional skill, undying dedi-
cation, and, above all, patience and good 
humor as the Medicare Prescription Drug, 
Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003 
passed through the legislative process: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the sincere thanks of the 
Senate are hereby tendered to the staff of 
both the Office of the Legislative Counsel of 
the Senate and the Office of the Legislative 
Counsel of the House of Representatives for 
their outstanding work and dedication to the 
United States Congress and the people of the 
United States of America. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 278—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE REGARDING THE AN-
THRAX AND SMALLPOX VAC-
CINES 
Mr. BINGAMAN submitted the fol-

lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Armed Services: 

S. RES. 278 

Whereas military personnel are asked to 
risk and even sacrifice their lives and the 
well-being of their families in defense of the 
United States; 

Whereas vaccines are an important factor 
in ensuring force health protection by pro-
tecting the military personnel of the United 
States from both natural health threats and 
health threats resulting from biological 
weapons in overseas conflicts; 

Whereas vaccines offer significant benefits 
and protections that must be carefully bal-
anced with the reality that vaccines and 
drugs generally carry rare but serious ad-
verse events and life-threatening risks; 

Whereas in 2002, the insert label for the an-
thrax vaccine required by the Food and Drug 
Administration was revised to include ap-
proximately 40 serious adverse events with 
information that ‘‘approximately 6 percent 
of the reported events were listed as seri-
ous.’’; 
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