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the alien’s birth under section 203(a) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1153(a)). 

f 

FOR THE RELIEF OF ILKO 
VASILEV IVANOV, ANELIA 
MARINOVA PENEVA, MARINA 
ILKOVA IVANOVA, AND JULIE 
ILKOVA IVANOVA 
The bill (S. 541) for the relief of Ilko 

Vasilev Ivanov, Anelia Marinova 
Peneva, Marina Ilkova Ivanova, and 
Julie Ilkova Ivanova, was considered, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and 
passed, as follows: 

S. 541 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENCE. 

In the administration of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.), 
Ilko Vasilev Ivanov, Anelia Marinova 
Peneva, Marina Ilkova Ivanova, and Julia 
Ilkova Ivanova shall be held and considered 
to have been lawfully admitted to the United 
States for permanent residence as of the date 
of the enactment of this Act upon payment 
of the required visa fees. 
SEC. 2. REDUCTION OF NUMBER OF AVAILABLE 

VISAS. 
Upon the granting of permanent residence 

to Ilko Vasilev Ivanov, Anelia Marinova 
Peneva, Marina Ilkova Ivanova, and Julia 
Ilkova Ivanova as provided in this Act, the 
Secretary of State shall instruct the proper 
officer to reduce by the appropriate number 
during the current fiscal year the total num-
ber of immigrant visas available to natives 
of the country of the aliens’ birth under sub-
section (a) of section 203 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1153). 

f 

THANKING STAFF OF 
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 277 introduced earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 277) tendering the sin-
cere thanks of the Senate to the staffs of the 
Offices of the Legislative Counsel of the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives for 
their dedication and service to the legisla-
tive process. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and any statements relating 
to the resolution be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 277) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 277 

Whereas the Offices of the Legislative 
Counsel of the Senate and the House of Rep-

resentatives have demonstrated great exper-
tise, dedication, professionalism, and integ-
rity in faithfully discharging the duties and 
responsibilities of their positions; 

Whereas legislative drafting is a lengthy, 
arduous, and demanding process requiring a 
keen intellect, thorough knowledge, stern 
constitution, and remarkable patience; 

Whereas the staff of the Senate and House 
Offices of the Legislative Counsel, in par-
ticular, Ruth Ann Ernst, John Goetcheus, 
Peter Goodloe, Edward G. Grossman, Pierre 
Poisson, and James G. Scott, have performed 
above and beyond the call of duty in drafting 
the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improve-
ment, and Modernization Act of 2003; and 

Whereas the Senate and House Offices of 
the Legislative Counsel have met the legisla-
tive drafting needs of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives with unfailing pro-
fessionalism, exceptional skill, undying dedi-
cation, and, above all, patience and good 
humor as the Medicare Prescription Drug, 
Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003 
passed through the legislative process: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the sincere thanks of the 
Senate are hereby tendered to the staff of 
both the Office of the Legislative Counsel of 
the Senate and the Office of the Legislative 
Counsel of the House of Representatives for 
their outstanding work and dedication to the 
United States Congress and the people of the 
United States of America. 

f 

BAN ON UNDETECTABLE 
FIREARMS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 3348 which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 3348) to reauthorize the ban on 
undetectable firearms. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, it is 
gratifying that Congress is finally act-
ing to renew one of the Nation’s essen-
tial protections against terrorism. 

The Undetectable Firearms Act—also 
known as the ‘‘plastic gun’’ law— 
makes it illegal to manufacture, im-
port, possess, or transfer a firearm that 
is not detectable by walk-through 
metal detectors or airport x-ray ma-
chines. Only firearms necessary for cer-
tain military and intelligence uses are 
exempt. 

This law was first enacted in 1988, 
long before the attacks on 9/11, and it 
is more important than ever now. It 
has been extended once since it was 
first enacted, but it is scheduled to ex-
pire on December 10th. Its expiration 
would result in Americans in all parts 
of the Nation becoming needlessly vul-
nerable to gun violence in airlines, air-
ports, schools, office buildings, and 
many other places, and even to ter-
rorist attacks. 

The technology of gun manufacturers 
has significantly improved since the 
1980’s—and the determination of terror-
ists to attack Americans has soared. 
We know that terrorists are exploiting 
the weaknesses and loopholes in our 

gun laws. In 2000, a member of the Mid-
dle East terrorist group Hezbollah was 
convicted in Detroit on gun charges 
and conspiracy to ship guns and ammu-
nition to Lebanon. He had purchased 
many of those weapons at gun shows in 
Michigan. In the war in Afghanistan, 
American soldiers discovered a ter-
rorist training manual entitled ‘‘How 
Can I Train Myself for Jihad’’ in a 
house in that country. One part of the 
manual stated: ‘‘In other countries, 
e.g. some states of USA . . . it is per-
fectly legal for members of the public 
to own certain types of firearms. If you 
live in such a country, obtain an as-
sault rifle legally . . . learn how to use 
it properly and go and practice in the 
areas allowed for such training.’’ 

Last month, I introduced a bill, S. 
1774, to renew the Undetectable Fire-
arms Act and repeal the sunset provi-
sion. The bill now before us, H.R. 3348, 
extends the sunset provision for an-
other 10 years. The danger to security 
from undetectable firearms won’t sun-
set, and the law that bans them 
shouldn’t sunset either. Nevertheless, I 
am encouraged that Congress is taking 
action, and I look forward to the re-
newal of this gun ban being signed into 
law. 

This measure is only one of several 
steps that Congress should take to pro-
tect our citizens from gun violence. We 
also need to strengthen criminal back-
ground checks for gun purchases under 
the Brady Law, renew the assault 
weapons ban, and close the ‘‘gun show 
loophole’’ once and for all. Each of 
these gun-safety measures is needed to 
protect our people in communities 
across the country. I urge my col-
leagues to support the pending bill, and 
to act on these other vital measures as 
well. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read the third time, passed, the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table, 
with no intervening action or debate, 
and that any statements relating to 
the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 3348) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

BANKRUPTCY EXTENSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of S. 1920 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
A bill (S. 1920) to extend for 6 months the 

period for which chapter 12 of title 11 of the 
United States Code is reenacted. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 
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Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 

pleased that the Senate is passing leg-
islation to extend family farmer bank-
ruptcy protection through June 30, 
2004. 

Senator GRASSLEY and I introduced 
S. 1920 to temporarily extend these pro-
tections that our farmers have come to 
rely upon for another 6 months because 
Chapter 12 of the Bankruptcy Code is 
set to expire on January 1, 2004. But 
this is just a short term fix. We need to 
stop playing politics and permanently 
reauthorize the Chapter 12 family 
farmer protections. 

Too many family farmers have been 
left in legal limbo in bankruptcy 
courts across the country because 
Chapter 12 of the Bankruptcy Code is 
still a temporary measure. This is the 
seventh time that Congress must act to 
restore or extend basic bankruptcy 
safeguards for family farmers because 
Chapter 12 is still a temporary provi-
sion despite its first passage into law 
in 1986. Our family farmers do not de-
serve these lapses in bankruptcy law 
that could mean the difference between 
foreclosure and farming. 

In 2000 and 2001, for example, the Sen-
ate, then as now controlled by the 
other party, failed to take up a House- 
passed bill to retroactively renew 
Chapter 12. As a result, family farmers 
lost Chapter 12 bankruptcy protection 
for eight months. Another lapse of 
Chapter 12 lasted more than six months 
in the previous Congress. At the end of 
June, Chapter 12 lapsed once again. 

It is time to end this absurdity and 
make these bankruptcy protections 
permanent. Everyone agrees that Chap-
ter 12 has worked. It is time for Con-
gress to make Chapter 12 a permanent 
part of the Bankruptcy Code to provide 
a stable safety net for our Nation’s 
family farmers. 

I will continue to work hard with 
Senator GRASSLEY, Senator FEINGOLD 
and others on both sides of the aisle to 
pass legislation that once and for all 
assures our farmers of permanent 
bankruptcy protection to keep their 
farms. In the meantime, we should 
quickly pass this legislation and pre-
vent another lapse in this basic bank-
ruptcy protection for our family farm-
ers. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and any statements relating to 
the billing be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 1920) was read the third 
time and passed, as follows: 

S. 1920 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SIX-MONTH EXTENSION OF PERIOD 

FOR WHICH CHAPTER 12 OF TITLE 
11, UNITED STATES CODE IS REEN-
ACTED. 

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Section 149 of title I of 
division C of Public Law 105 09277 (11 U.S.C. 
1201 note) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘January 1, 2004’’ each place 
it appears and inserting ‘‘July 1, 2004’’; and 

(2) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘June 30, 2003’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘December 31, 2003’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘July 1, 2003’’ and inserting 

‘‘January 1, 2004’’. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 

made by subsection (a) shall take effect on 
January 1, 2004. 

f 

IMPROVING THE UNITED STATES 
CODE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 1437 and 
the Senate proceed to its immediate 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 1437) to improve the United 
States Code. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read the third time, and passed, the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements relating 
to the measure be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 1437) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

AUTHORIZATION FOR MAJORITY 
LEADER TO SIGN ENROLLED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 
DURING SENATE’S ADJOURN-
MENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that, during 
the Senate’s adjournment, the major-
ity leader be authorized to sign en-
rolled bills and joint resolutions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, we 
have been working this afternoon try-
ing to clear the Executive Calendar, re-
grettably with little or no success. I 
had a conversation with the Demo-
cratic leader about this just a few mo-
ments ago. He can represent his own 
position. But let me say, from my 
point of view, what is customarily done 
at the end of the session is we work out 

understandings under which we are 
able to, for the most part, except for 
extremely controversial nominees, 
clear the calendar. But alas, that will 
not be the case today. It is a result of 
another round of obstructionism. As we 
adjourn today, a grand total of 95 
nominees will be languishing here on 
the Executive Calendar awaiting ap-
proval. I hoped that entering the holi-
day season, we would be able to put 
aside our differences and work to-
gether. Instead, the politics seems to 
have overtaken reason once again. 

This level of obstructionism on the 
other side has reached a really stun-
ning new low. An example of the posi-
tions that will be left languishing here, 
dealing with the national security of 
this country, is the Deputy Attorney 
General, the Ambassador to Saudi Ara-
bia, a very important country in the 
war on terrorism, the Under Secretary 
of State for Public Diplomacy and the 
International Trade Commission—all 
obstructed as we bring this session to 
an end. From those positions all the 
way down to such things as members of 
the African Development Foundation, 
the U.S. Postal Service, the Chemical 
Safety and Hazard Investigation Board, 
even the National Commission on Li-
braries and Information Science—all 
obstructed. 

On a day when the Senate delivered 
on a 38-year-old promise to 40 million 
seniors to provide a prescription drug 
benefit, we end the day woefully short 
of our obligations. It is somewhat iron-
ic that two of the victims of obstruc-
tionist are nominees to the U.S. Insti-
tute of Peace. 

I hope we can get serious about doing 
our work around here. Our work in-
cludes, at the very least, confirming 
nominations that are not controver-
sial. This is disturbing. We have an Ex-
ecutive Calendar full of innocent peo-
ple who are not caught up in any of the 
games around here who are being held 
up at the very least until we come back 
on December 9. And who knows, maybe 
until next year and maybe forever, po-
sitions from extremely important posi-
tions such as the Ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia all the way down to boards that 
are arguably not of any great con-
sequence. It is a sad conclusion to the 
session. 

Hopefully, sometime over the next 
few weeks we can figure out a way to 
clear these nominations, these people 
who deserve better treatment by the 
Senate. We abuse people and abuse peo-
ple and abuse people. It is a wonder 
that anyone is willing to enter into 
public service anymore if they have to 
go through the confirmation process. 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I rise 
to note my disappointment with the 
impasse over nominations. Earlier this 
afternoon I made clear to the Repub-
lican leadership that the Democratic 
Caucus was ready to confirm the fol-
lowing nominees today for important 
ambassadorships around the world: 

David C. Mulford to be Ambassador 
to India, William Hudson to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Tunisia, Jon 
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