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hard work, of family and community. When I 
grew up, she worked in a sweatshop, sewing 
shirt collars for pennies. Everyday she would 
make me come by after school to see the hor-
rible, cramped conditions. It is something I will 
never forget. The lesson was clear: work hard. 
Make something of yourself. Get a good edu-
cation. 

She took her own lessons to heart, retiring 
4 years ago after 35 years on the New Haven 
Board of Alderman—the longest serving mem-
ber in its history. During that time, she 
touched countless lives. I will always remem-
ber the people sitting around my parents’ 
kitchen table in Wooster Square in New 
Haven. There, I witnessed firsthand how she 
and my father helped solve the problems of 
people in our neighborhood. 

My mother knew the importance of helping 
people—she understood that politics was an 
avenue for change. She also understood that 
women had an obligation to participate in the 
political process. When I first ran for Congress 
in 1990, I found an article my mother wrote in 
the 10th ward Democratic newsletter in 
1933—70 years ago. Amazingly, she wrote: 

It is not my intention to be critical, rather 
my motive in writing this article is to en-
courage the female members of this organi-
zation to take a more active part in its af-
fairs. We are not living in the middle ages 
when a woman’s part in life was merely to 
serve her master in her home, but we have 
gradually taken our place in every phase of 
human endeavor, and even in the here-to-for 
stronghold of the male sex: politics. I have 
noticed that the girls, unlike the men, are 
timid in asserting themselves, and many a 
good idea is lost, having been suppressed by 
its creator. Come on girls, let’s make our-
selves heard. 

And so, mom, I want to take this opportunity 
to say, ‘‘You made yourself heard.’’ You con-
tinue to make us all proud. Thank you and 
congratulations on your ninth decade. You are 
your daughter’s greatest inspiration.
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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, over the past 
two months Rep. JOHN DINGELL and I have 
written to the White House several times seek-
ing an explanation for the high prices Halli-
burton is charging to import gasoline into Iraq. 
We have repeatedly expressed concern that 
Halliburton has been paid an average price of 
$2.64 per gallon to import millions of gallons 
of gasoline from Kuwait into Iraq. 

Halliburton’s price is more than double what 
others have paid to import gasoline from Ku-
wait into Iraq, including Iraq’s state-owned oil 
company, SOMO, and the Pentagon’s own 
Defense Energy Support Center. In addition, 
independent experts I consulted have called 
these charges a ‘‘huge ripoff’’ of the taxpayer. 

Gasoline imports are one of the single larg-
est expenditures of U.S. reconstruction efforts 
in Iraq. To date, nearly $450 million has been 
spent on gasoline imports, and an additional 
$690 million has been appropriated for gaso-
line and other fuel imports in 2004. Literally 
hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars are at 
stake. 

Despite these enormous costs, the White 
House has consistently refused to address this 
issue. The White House has refused to re-
spond to our inquiries or offer any explanation 
for the high costs being paid by the taxpayer. 
Today, I call on the White House to imme-
diately investigate this matter and respond to 
the concerns raised in our letters.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to pay tribute to a tal-
ented rancher from New Castle, Colorado. 
Carol Dodo is a family-oriented rancher who 
has been feeding the citizens of Colorado for 
forty years. Carol is an intelligent educator and 
active participant in the beef industry and I 
would like to join my colleagues here today in 
recognizing her tremendous service to the 
New Castle community. 

The Colorado Cattlemen/Cattlewomen’s As-
sociation recently named Carol Dodo 
Cattlewoman of the Year for her long-time 
dedication to her trade. Carol runs a cow-calf 
organization at West Elk Ranch north of New 
Castle. She has been in the ranching business 
since the mid-fifties and has increased her in-
volvement in the industry over the years by 
promoting and educating people about the 
benefits of eating beef. Despite the dwindling 
number of ranching operations over the years, 
the Dodo family maintains that raising cattle is 
a rewarding occupation. 

Mr. Speaker, Carol Dodo is a dedicated in-
dividual who is actively involved in the organi-
zation and facilitation of the beef industry in 
Colorado. Carol has demonstrated a love for 
ranching that resonates in her compassionate 
and selfless service to the Colorado Commu-
nity. Carol’s enthusiasm and commitment cer-
tainly deserve the recognition of this body of 
Congress. Congratulations on your award 
Carol, I wish you all the best in your future en-
deavors.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Perez Brothers upon 
their induction into the 2003 Stanislaus County 
Ag Center Foundation Ag Hall of Fame. Their 
contributions to agriculture have been felt 
across the nation. The brothers, Tom, Earl, 
Daniel, and Mike, will be honored at the 2003 
Ag Hall of Fame Dinner on December 4 at the 
Stanislaus County Ag Center in California. 

The Perez Brothers have been leaders in 
the agricultural industry since the 1940s, but 
the legacy was started earlier by their father, 
Juan, in northern Spain. In the early 1900s, 
the search for greater opportunities led Mr. 
Perez to California. In 1936, the family moved 
to the San Joaquin Valley and started farming 
280 acres. Their father had visions of the val-
ley being rich in agriculture. Today, with an 

operation that stretches nearly 80 miles, the 
brothers farm over 8,000 acres of melons, 
beans, cotton, tree crops, and, most-notably, 
tomatoes. The family is one of the largest to-
mato shippers in the country. 

The family’s commitment to the environment 
and to agricultural and community organiza-
tions has been evident through the years. The 
brothers have served on several boards and 
committees and offer their time to numerous 
community organizations. Harvesting with the 
latest and cleanest machinery, as well as the 
support offered for research and improve-
ments in farming, have earned the Perez 
Brothers an earth-friendly reputation. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to commend 
the Perez Brothers for their induction into the 
2003 Stanislaus County Ag Center Foundation 
Ag Hall of Fame. I invite my colleagues to join 
me in wishing the Perez Brothers continued 
success.
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the memory of Narayan 
Keshavan who passed away suddenly and un-
expectedly last week. 

Keshavan worked for me from January of 
1998 until June of 2001. During much of that 
time I was the Co-chair of the Congressional 
Caucus on India and Indian-Americans and 
Keshavan helped me stay abreast of the 
issues facing India and Indian-Americans and 
stay in contact with the vibrant community 
here. 

Keshavan had a love for two countries. His 
adopted home, the United States and his an-
cestral home, India. So few people modestly 
and selflessly served to help U.S.-India rela-
tions through such dramatic periods of growth 
and change. Keshavan was an early and 
vocal advocate for a different kind of relation-
ship between the oldest and largest democ-
racies in the world. He saw the possibility, in 
fact the necessity, of India and the United 
States working closely together well before it 
was evident to leaders in either country. In a 
clear example of bringing the two cultures 
closer together, Kesh was one of the Indian 
Americans who made the October 23, 2003 
First Deepavali Event at the White House hap-
pen. 

Born May 31, 1950 in Hyderabad, India, 
Keshavan was a graduate of Andhra Univer-
sity (Visakahapatnam, India) where he re-
ceived a BA in Pharmacy and Osmania Uni-
versity (Hyderabad, India) with a BA and MA 
in journalism. Over his impressive career as a 
journalist, Kesh was respected for his vision 
and commitment to politics and Indo-U.S. Re-
lations. In addition to working for the Congres-
sional Caucus on India and Indian-Americans, 
he was the Founder and Executive Director of 
the Indian American Republican Council, and 
President of the Indian American Forum for 
Political Education (NYC and LI chapter). He 
also was a founder of the Indo-U.S. Par-
liamentary Forum. He served as a mentor to 
countless individuals of all ages and faiths, 
deeply touching the lives of many here and in 
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