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8 months whenever I have met with Co-
lombian President Uribe or other Co-
lombian officials, I have urged them to
make every effort to gain their release.
President Uribe indicated to me that
the Colombian military continues
every day to search for them and that
these efforts will not cease until they
are found.

In addition, during a hearing last fall
of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, I urged the now-serving United
States Ambassador to Colombia, Wil-
liam Wood, to make their rescue his
highest priority. He pledged to do so
and has kept me informed of develop-
ments in this matter. I have also con-
tinually urged the Bush administration
to provide all means of assistance, in-
cluding technological assistance, to
bring about the safe rescue of Marc,
Keith, and Tom. It is my under-
standing that the administration con-
tinues to work with Colombian au-
thorities to locate them.

Certainly, their rescue will not be
easy. However, I have to believe that
more can be done. This must be the
highest of priorities. The airing last
year of the videotape showing them in
captivity only further highlights the
importance of this effort.

The families of Marc, Keith, and Tom
will find no rest until their sons, hus-
bands, fathers, and brothers return
home safely. I will be meeting with Jo
Rosano tomorrow, when she, along
with other family members of the hos-
tages, come to Washington, DC on the
anniversary of this tragic incident to
urge United States policymakers not
to forget their family members in cap-
tivity.

And I will tell her what I have said
here today: that we must make every
effort and we must leave no stone
unturned in our search. As Americans,
Marc, Keith, and Tom are also our
sons—they are members of our ex-
tended American family. For my part,
I pledge to continue to do everything
possible to ensure their speedy release
and safe return. I urge the Bush admin-
istration and Colombian Government
to do the same. We must not rest until
they are all home safely.

——
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2003
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise

today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement
Act, a bill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.
One such crime occurred in Honolulu,
HI, in August 1998. A heterosexual man
was found dead in a public shower. He
had been brutally killed by a group of
teenagers because they thought he was
gay.
I believe that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
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become substance. I believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

——

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CELEBRATING THE
“SEUSSENTENNIAL”

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, each
year on March 2 thousands of schools
and millions of children take part in
Read Across America, the National
Education Association’s annual cele-
bration of reading and literacy. The
date is no accident: March 2 is the
birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel, bet-
ter known as Dr. Seuss.

As much as anyone in the past cen-
tury, Dr. Seuss helped children learn to
love reading by making it fun and ex-
citing. In my frequent visits to class-
rooms and afterschool programs, I
often read to young children, and I
have found that Dr. Seuss is their fa-
vorite author.

His books are read and treasured ev-
erywhere—particularly in California,
where he spent most of his adult life.
In 1948, he bought an old observation
tower in La Jolla, CA. For the rest of
his life, The Tower was his residence
and workshop. Every morning, Ted
Geisel would walk into his studio, lock
the door, and become Dr. Seuss. Draw-
ing on his extensive collection of
hats—inspired by ‘“The 500 Hats of Bar-
tholomew Cubbins”’—Dr. Seuss would
put on a ‘‘thinking cap’” and get to
work.

The books that came out of The
Tower—including ‘‘The Cat in the
Hat,” “Green Eggs and Ham,” “If I Ran
the Zoo,” ‘“Horton Hears a Who,” ‘“‘And
to Think That I Saw It on Mulberry
Street,” ‘“‘How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas,” and ‘‘Oh, the Places You’ll
Go!”’—are among the best-known and
best-loved classics of children’s lit-
erature.

Dr. Seuss inspired Read Across Amer-
ica because he opened the door to lit-
eracy for generations of children by en-
gaging them with gentle humor and
fantasy.

The 2004 Read Across America is
extra-special because it is the
“Seussentennial”’—Dr. Seuss’s 100th
birthday. The celebration has already
begun in schools and community cen-
ters across America, where Kkids are
making giant birthday cards, col-
lecting hats, and, of course, reading
lots of good books.

As we approach the ‘‘Seussenten-
nial,” I invite children and grownups
everywhere to celebrate the joy of
reading by honoring a great American
author and educator, Theodor Seuss
Geisel.®

————

HONORING R. LEWIS SHAW

e Mr. GRAHAM of South Carolina. Mr.
President, I wish to recognize the ac-
complishments of one of my constitu-
ents, R. Lewis Shaw and to commend
him for his tenure as deputy commis-
sioner for environmental quality con-
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trol at the South Carolina Department
of Health and Environmental Control
as he leaves after 33 years of service.

Lewis began his career with the de-
partment as the district director for
the Wateree district office, and later
served as chief of the Bureau of Water
Supply. Lewis was promoted to deputy
commissioner of environmental quality
control in 1984 and has provided exem-
plary leadership since that time. Under
Lewis’s leadership, the environmental
quality control programs have grown
to keep pace with national and State
initiatives and are considered by the
United States Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to be among the best
State environmental programs in the
Nation.

Lewis has also been active in shaping
national environmental policy over the
past two decades by serving on numer-
ous national committees, often as
chairman, which advise both the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and the
United States Congress. He has on sev-
eral occasions presented testimony to
both House and Senate committees re-
garding the impact of proposed Federal
environmental legislation on indi-
vidual States. Lewis has earned the re-
spect of his counterparts in other
States and has served as president of
their national association known as
the Environmental Council of the
States. Lewis is currently the longest
serving State environmental program
director in the Nation.

A graduate of the University of
South Carolina with a degree in chem-
ical engineering, Lewis also earned a
graduate degree in environmental engi-
neering from Clemson University, and
is a registered professional engineer in
South Carolina. Lewis is married to
the former Judy Brown and has two
children, Jason Shaw and April Shaw
McCaskill.

I invite you to join me in thanking
R. Lewis Shaw for his service and dedi-
cation to the natural resources and the
citizens of the State of South Caro-

lina.e®
————
A LIVING LEGACY
e Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise

today to honor one of Oregon’s unsung
heroes, Jim Willis. For many years,
Mr. Willis has dedicated his life to as-
sisting and enriching the lives of
countless Oregonians. His story should
serve as an inspiration to us all as we
try to make our country a better place.

He was raised in California and at-
tended the University of California at
Santa Cruz. Upon graduation he was
accepted for graduate school of the
prestigious University of California at
Berkeley, yet he never had the oppor-
tunity to complete his degree when his
father became ill. Willis returned to be
with his father in Bishop, CA, where he
worked as the Education Department
director for the Owens Valley Paiute
Tribes. The experience set the tone for
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