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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BURNS).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 9, 2004.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MAX BURNS
to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill and a
concurrent resolution of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 741. An act to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act with regard to new
animal drugs, and for other purposes.

S. Con. Res. 96. Concurrent resolution com-
memorating the 150th anniversary of the
first meeting of the Republican Party in
Ripon, Wisconsin.

————

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 20, 2004, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SoLls) for
5 minutes.

CURRENT STATE OF OUR
ECONOMY

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today |
would like to talk about the current
state of our economy here in the U.S.
Three years and three massive tax cuts
later, President Bush keeps telling
American working families that our
economy is turning the corner and that
jobs are going to be coming soon. Well,
Mr. President, where are the jobs?
Where are those promises you made?

Last Friday brought more dis-
appointing news about our jobless re-
covery. In fact, only 21,000 new jobs
were created last month. Many econo-
mists had expected 125,000 new jobs,
and the President promised 300,000 new
jobs. The disastrous job creation levels
are further evidence that the Bush eco-
nomic policies are not working. How-
ever, the President continues to insist
that his plan is the right approach.

President Bush was in my home
State of California last Friday when
the dismal employment numbers were
released. He was in Bakersfield, a town
with an unemployment rate of 12.8 per-
cent, painting an uplifting and positive
picture of our troubled economy. When
he learned that a local business there
would be creating two new jobs, the
President called it really good news.
We need far more than two and three
new jobs, Mr. President, to put our
State back on track.

The Bush economic policies have
been a disaster for our State. Rather
than create jobs, we have lost 3 million
private sector jobs under this adminis-
tration. If the rest of the year mirrors
last month’s numbers, it would take 9
years, 9 years, to recover all the jobs
lost under this President.

Much of the job loss has been in the
manufacturing sector, where job loss is
at a 53-year high. Another 3,000 manu-
facturing jobs disappeared last month
because of outsourcing, a policy that
the Bush administration says is
healthy for our economy. Long-term

unemployment also continues to be a
very, very serious problem. The aver-
age out-of-work American is now un-
employed for 5 months, the highest in
20 years.

A report recently released by the
Economic Policy Institute and the Na-
tional Employment Law Project found
that college graduates, older workers,
and workers in the manufacturing in-
dustry disproportionately are likely to
experience long-term chronic unem-
ployment in our current economy. To
make matters worse, President Bush
wants to make it even more difficult
for those to find work.

Under his budget proposals this year,
worker training and assistance pro-
grams for millions of Americans would
be cut significantly. He wants to re-
duce access to worker training, child
care support, housing assistance and
college tuition relief and public health
insurance at a time when most work-
ing families need help the most. | think
that is wrong.

Those of us that live in my district
know how hard it has been. The reality
is that in my district we have very
high unemployment rates. In the cities
that | represent, particularly East Los
Angeles where about 70 to 80 percent of
the population are Latino families,
they are experiencing up to 10 percent
and above unemployment rates. It has
been that way for the last 3 years.

Where is the relief for the districts
that | represent, for the hardworking
Americans that contribute to our tax-
ing system here and get nothing in re-
turn when they really need it?

I would ask for us to take a strong
look at the policies that this adminis-
tration is advocating and postpone the
tax cuts for the wealthy and restore in-
tegrity in the health care services and
in our education and in our environ-
ment.

Our environment is suffering. Latino
children in my district suffer higher
rates of chronic illnesses, asthma, obe-
sity, and diabetes. If these issues are
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not contained now, we are going to
have to be paying for those tomorrow.

We need to invest in America. We
need to stop outsourcing. We need to
make sure that our children and our
families are taken care of.

I would ask for all Americans to take
a second look at this recovery that the
President is proposing. | would ask for
all of us to join together and make our
resources felt here at home.

——————

RESPONSIBILITY WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 20, 2004, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. DELAY) is recognized during morn-
ing hour debates.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, this week
the House will take up two bills that,
in addition to strengthening our econ-
omy and improving the quality of
American family life, will send a very
real message of accountability to two
industries not lately known for it.

Opponents of the Personal Responsi-
bility in Food Consumption Act and
the Broadcast Decency Enforcement
Act may dismiss them as meaningless
symbols, but American families know
better.

The American families know that the
raw greed that fuels both abusive law-
suits and vulgar broadcast program-
ming has punctured the boundaries of
reasonable tolerance. People have tired
of hearing about yet another loopy
scam cooked up by predatory trial law-
yers to sue some unsuspecting com-
pany for some imaginary offense; and
at the same time, people have grown
weary of the junk that comes across
our television screens.

For years we have chastised Holly-
wood, cajoled Hollywood, and begged
Hollywood to shape up. Yet in both
cases, the entertainment industry and
trial lawyers, either out of arrogance
or ignorance or both, have chosen to
ignore these pleas.

Mr. Speaker, this week the House
will send a very clear signal to one and
all: enough is enough. Predatory law-
suits undermine our economy; offen-
sive television programming under-
mines the moral imagination of our
children; and both undermine the fun-
damental human value of personal re-
sponsibility.

Lawyers and broadcasters may not
care about their moral responsibilities,
Mr. Speaker; but under these bills, if
they do not at least start to fake ift,
they are going to pay.

Under the Personal Responsibility in
Food Consumption Act, Congress will
declare, as if we should have to, that
restaurants are not responsible for the
tummy aches that their customers suf-
fer when they eat too much.

Under the Broadcast Decency En-
forcement Act, television broadcasters
who have thumbed their noses at the
FEC’s maximum obscenity fine of
$27,500 per offense will soon have to re-
assess the actions of their respective
thumbs and noses in the face of max-
imum fines of $500,000 per offense.
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So after years of trying the American
people’s patience, predatory trial law-
yers and irresponsible broadcasters are
going to be held accountable for their
actions. It is Responsibility Week here
in the House, Mr. Speaker; and thank-
fully for the viewers at home watching
C-SPAN, there will not be a half-time
show.

—————
JOB NUMBERS FOR LAST MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 20, 2004, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, last Fri-
day, we got another reality check as to
how, after 3 years in the White House,
President Bush still has not figured out
how to create jobs for Americans here
in the United States. The February job
numbers illustrate how the economic
policies of President Bush and the Re-
publican Congress still are not creating
jobs.

Last month, only 21,000 jobs were cre-
ated by the American economy. That is
21,000 jobs. The Labor Department also
revised its numbers for both December
and January, stating that 23,000 less
jobs were created during those 2
months than when it was first re-
ported; and this means employers have
added an average of 61,000 jobs per
month since August, well below the
150,000 new jobs economists said were
needed to keep pace with population
growth.

If the jobs recession does not end
soon and the economy does not create
2.1 million jobs this year, then Presi-
dent Bush will be the first President
since Herbert Hoover to preside over an
economy in which he did not create one
net job; and yet the President con-
tinues to say that the best way to cre-
ate more jobs in the upcoming month
is for Congress to make permanent all
his tax cuts, the tax cuts that over-
whelmingly benefit our Nation’s
wealthiest Americans.

I would just like to know, Mr. Speak-
er, when is the President going to
learn? Congressional Republicans cut
taxes year after year, and the jobs they
predicted would be created have never
become a reality. Last year, when the
President was touting another round of
tax cuts benefiting our Nation’s
wealthiest elite, the White House pre-
dicted the cuts would create more than
2.1 million new jobs in the 7 months
after its passage. And what actually
happened during that period? Only
296,000 jobs were created, 1.8 million
short of the President’s predictions.

Now President Bush says he is going
to create jobs, but he is about as good
at predicting job creation as he is in
advancing policies that create those
jobs. He is not very good at it, Mr.
Speaker. Perhaps that is why President
Bush and some of his leading economic
advisers are now backing away from
their own ‘“‘Economic Report of the
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President,” in which the administra-
tion predicted that 2.6 million jobs
would be created this year. Just one
week after release of that report,
Treasury Secretary John W. Snow and
Commerce Secretary Donald Evans re-
fused to embrace President Bush’s own
economic projections.

One would think the Bush adminis-
tration would be concerned about the
job losses, but last month we learned
that President Bush and his economic
advisers view the movement of Amer-
ican factory jobs and white collar work
to other countries as a positive trans-
formation that will, in the end, enrich
our economy.

The President’s chief economist,
Gregory Mankiw, made national head-
lines when he said, ‘‘Outsourcing is
just a new way of doing international
trade. More things are tradeable than
were tradeable in the past, and that’s a
good thing.”” President Bush supported
this view in his annual economic report
in which he wrote: “When a good or
service is produced more cheaply
abroad, it makes more sense to import
it than make or provide it domesti-
cally.”

Mr. Speaker, how can we have eco-
nomic success if we send jobs overseas,
but do not create enough new jobs with
comparable wages here in the United
States?

| think it is about time that the Bush
administration realizes that shipping
jobs overseas and cutting taxes for the
wealthiest elite in our country will not
create jobs. President Bush and con-
gressional Republicans have had 3
years to turn this jobs recession
around. They have totally failed. It is
time for Congress to pass measures
that will encourage companies to keep
jobs here in the United States, and it is
time we level the playing field and pro-
tect American jobs here rather than
exporting them overseas.

—————

EXTENDING OF UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 20, 2004, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) is recognized during morn-
ing hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
my friend, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE), just talked
about the new economic statistics,
that some 21,000 jobs were created last
month in this country. The President
had predicted 250,000 jobs. The Wall
Street Journal had predicted 150,000,
something like that; 21,000 were actu-
ally created. Of those 21,000, actually
every one of those jobs was a govern-
ment job, many of them in education,
productive, important jobs; but actu-
ally there was no private sector job
creation, period. There was actually a
loss of private sector jobs.

This is where it really matters to
people. There were 760,000 American
workers whose unemployment benefits
have expired in December, January,
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and February. That is 760,000 workers
whose unemployment has expired who
cannot find jobs. That is 760,000 fami-
lies, many of whom have children, who
have lost their unemployment com-
pensation, have no income, cannot find
jobs.

My friend on the other side of the
aisle, the President and the Republican
leadership, even though a lot of Repub-
licans want to support it but the Presi-
dent and the Republican leadership will
not bring it up, have said no to extend-
ing unemployment compensation for
those 760,000 workers, those 760,000 fam-
ilies.

Last week, | visited a group of about
50 or 60 machine-shop operators in
Akron in my district, in the city of
Akron, Ohio. Right before | spoke, a
man walked forward and put just a
plastic bag full of brochures like this
in front of me, and what they are is a
bag of about five times this size.

————

0 1245

He had gotten several hundred of
these every month. These are auction
notices he receives in his company, his
machine shop, where he employs 10, 15
workers, something like that. Most of
the companies represented there last
week when | talked to them, were
small manufacturers, 10, 20, 50, 100,
maybe one company was 150. Most of
them were very small manufacturers.
But they said they were getting these
auction notices from companies all
over the United States, and they are
basically fire sales, get out of business
sales.

This is an auction notice from Hous-
ton, Texas. Large capacity fabricating
and machine shop closing. They are
selling their capital equipment to any-
one who will buy it. This is from a
company in Springfield, Ohio. Surplus
to the ongoing operation of this small
manufacturing company. They are sell-
ing their surplus equipment. They do
not have customers so they are laying
off workers. This is another one. Plant
closed, everything sells. This is an-
other one. This one is from Cincinnati,
Ohio, another company which says ex-
cess equipment due to corporate
outsourcing.

This one is from Medina, Ohio, just
south of my district. Fax facility
closed. All must go. This is from An-
derson, Indiana. Assets no longer re-
quired in the continuing operations be-
cause of foreign competition and
outsourcing. This is one from Portland,
Maine. This is from Newfoundland,
New Jersey. This is one from War-
rington, Pennsylvania, a company
going out of business. Willoughby,
Ohio. Kent, Ohio.

Companies all over this country, Mr.
Speaker, are going out of business, lay-
ing off 10 and 20 and 50 and 100 workers.
Manufacturing jobs. One out of six
manufacturers jobs in my State has
been lost since George Bush became
president. His answer to every single
bad piece of economic news is more tax
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cuts for the richest people in our coun-
try and more trade agreements like
NAFTA that will ship jobs overseas;
that will hemorrhage jobs to Mexico
and China.

Here is the result of the President’s
economic policy. It is plant closing
after machine shop closing after down-
scaling and downsizing because of
outsourcing, because of foreign com-
petition, because of the fact that this
President has no manufacturing policy
whatsoever. One out of six manufac-
turing jobs in my State of Ohio has
simply gone away in the last 3 years.

As the gentleman from New Jersey
(Mr. PALLONE) said, George Bush will
be the fist President since Herbert Hoo-
ver to have lost jobs during his time in
office to the tune of about 3 million
jobs, it looks like.

Going back to those 760,000 workers
who have seen their unemployment ex-
pire. While Members of Congress get
paid $3,000 a week, $3,000 a week, this
body has absolutely failed, just failed,
just ignored, just brazenly, callously
been disdainful of those workers who
have lost their jobs, cannot find work,
and had their unemployment benefits
expire.

This is not welfare, this is unemploy-
ment. It is called unemployment insur-
ance. It is insurance in case you are
laid off. These are 760,000 workers
whose unemployment has expired. This
Congress is too callous and too hard-
hearted to help those 760,000 families
while our economic policies continue
to fail.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE GIRL SCOUTS OF
AMERICA AND THE GIRL SCOUTS
OF GUAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BURNS). Pursuant to the order of the
House of January 20, 2004, the gentle-
woman from Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) is
recognized during morning hour de-
bates for 5 minutes.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, as the
Girl Scouts of America celebrate their
92nd anniversary this Friday, March 12,
and the Guam Girl Scouts celebrate
their 69th anniversary, | would like to
take this time to commend the organi-
zation for its continuing commitment
to improving the lives of young girls in
America and abroad.

The Girl Scouts have fostered the in-
dividual talents of the young girls they
serve through learning activities focus-
ing on education, health, physical fit-
ness, community service, and cultural
exchange. The Girl Scouts have helped
instill strong leadership and decision-
making skills in millions of young
girls.

Through its U.S.A. Girl Scouts Over-
seas, Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. serves
approximately 16,000 girls in more than
81 countries. Guam Girl Scouts is one
of the longest-serving community orga-
nizations on Guam. They have served
thousands of young girls, including
myself, since 1935.

Last week, representatives from our
local Girl Scouts organization, along
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with Girl Scouts from across the Na-
tion, journeyed to Washington, D.C. to
speak to Members of Congress about
issues affecting the program and our
society today.

I was visited by Monica Pido, Presi-
dent of the Board of Directors of the
Guam Girl Scouts, and Vickie Fish, Ex-
ecutive Director of Guam Girl Scouts. |
was impressed by the range of pro-
grams that they are undertaking to in-
crease girls’ safety, promote math and
science education, and improve girls’
health and fitness. Preventing youth
violence in communities and ensuring
girls feel emotionally and physically
safe is one of the latest proactive ef-
forts of our Girl Scouts.

Their P.A.V.E. the Way youth vio-
lence prevention initiative is an inno-
vative way to improve the safety of
girls and communities throughout our
Nation.

Girl Scouts provide a structure and
stability to girls between the ages of 5
and 17 years old, teaching them lessons
and building character that will last a
lifetime. Girl Scouts really make a dif-
ference, one girl at a time.

Today, with more than 50 million
women across the Nation having been
involved in girl scouting as a child, the
difference Girl Scouts make is enor-
mous. As a former girl scout, | can at-
test to the quality and success of these
programs.

I congratulate Girl Scouts as they
celebrate their anniversary and hope
that they will continue to be a part of
many girls’ lives in the years to come.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2

.m.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 53
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
[0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. TERRY) at 2 p.m.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

We will praise You, Lord, with open
hearts. We will recount all Your won-
ders. We will rejoice in You and be
glad, just judge of heaven and Earth.

You are enthroned on high over-
seeing every nation and all peoples.
You hold the just in Your balance and
destroy the wicked. You take up the
cause and interests of this government
as all others. You will guide the course
of events here in Congress. In the end,
its accomplishments will be measured
and its failures will not be overlooked.
For You are a stronghold for the op-
pressed and will judge everyone with
truth.
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Those who know Your name will
place their trust in You always, be-
cause You never forsake those who
seek You and seek Your ways. Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. MORAN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MORAN of Virginia
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

led the

——————

THANKING INTERNATIONAL RE-
PUBLICAN INSTITUTE FOR AD-
VANCING THE MARCH OF FREE-
DOM

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, one of my life goals in public
service has been to promote democracy
and freedom throughout the world. A
leading proponent of this goal is the
International Republican Institute,
widely revered as IRI. Founded in 1983,
this visionary nonprofit organization
responded to President Ronald Rea-
gan’s call in 1982 that ‘“‘we must be
staunch in our conviction that freedom
is not the sole prerogative of a lucky
few, but the inalienable and universal
right of all human beings.”

IRl has advanced the march of free-
dom by teaching nations recovering
from Communist and authoritarian to-
talitarian regimes how to self-govern
through the rule of law. IRI adheres to
the fundamental American principles
of individual freedom, equal oppor-
tunity, and entrepreneurial spirit that
foster economic development.

I have seen IRI’s success firsthand in
Bulgaria, as | joined a delegation to ob-
serve their first free elections since
victory in the Cold War. They have de-
mocracy efforts in 56 countries, includ-
ing Iraq, Afghanistan, China, Slovakia,
and Russia.

I want to personally thank IRI’s
president, George A. Folsom, for his
commitment to bringing the hope of
freedom to people all over the world.

In conclusion, may God bless our
troops, and we will never forget Sep-
tember 11.
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THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION IS
OUTSOURCING RESPONSIBIL-
ITIES RELATING TO JOBS AND
THE ECONOMY

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker,
when it comes to jobs and the econ-
omy, this administration has
outsourced its responsibility.

The Department of Labor has just
given us proof. February unemploy-
ment figures are grim and include a
stunning revelation: the private sector
actually lost jobs last month. The mea-
ger 21,000 jobs, new jobs, all came from
local and State government. This is
not economic recovery; it is an eco-
nomic crisis. Long-term unemploy-
ment is at its highest level in 20 years.
The unemployment rate among teens is
a staggering 37 percent. The Commu-
nity Service Society says in some cit-
ies the unemployment rate among
black men is 50 percent.

The administration has turned its
back on average Americans. We must
pass extended unemployment benefits.
An administration that does not care
about the average American is an ad-
ministration that has outsourced its
leadership. It has gone somewhere. We
need to get it back.

————
ECONOMIC JOBS AND GROWTH
PLAN IS WORKING FOR AMERI-

CANS

(Mr. WELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, we have
some great challenges before our coun-
try in today’s world; and one of them,
of course, is moving our economy for-
ward.

I am pleased to report to the House
that the Economic Jobs and Growth
Plan that was signed into law by Presi-
dent Bush in May of last year is work-
ing. We have seen some real benefits as
a result of that Jobs and Economic
Growth Plan, plans that cut taxes for
every American, eliminated the mar-
riage tax penalty, doubled the child tax
credit, and also provided incentives for
investment.

As a result of the President’s plan
that was passed into law by this Con-
gress, we have seen a generation of well
over 300,000 new jobs just in the last
few months. | would also report that as
a result of the bonus depreciation, the
extra 50 percent that businesses can
use for deducting the cost of buying a
company car or an office computer or
telecommunications equipment, a ma-
chine tool that, as a result of that
bonus depreciation, we have now seen
the highest level ever of investment by
the private sector, by business, and
capital assets, cars and trucks, ma-
chine tools, computers. When we en-
courage a business to buy a new com-
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pany car, to buy a machine tool, to buy
telecommunications equipment, to buy
other types of equipment, that creates

jobs.

The President’s plan is working.

——————

STOP VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
WEEK

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | am
wearing a Liz Claiborne, very attrac-
tive, very glamorous scarf which is
being used and is being handed out to
Members of Congress, especially
women Members of Congress this week,
as we call attention to Violence
Against Women and Stop Violence
Against Women Week. The bipartisan
Women’s Caucus and the Hispanic Cau-
cus are kicking off this event this week
with a reception later on.

The point is to wear something beau-
tiful in order to draw attention to a
very ugly phenomenon in our country
and around the world, and that is vio-
lence against women, very closely re-
lated to child abuse. One way to stop
child abuse is to focus more on violence
against women themselves. We have a
bill, the Violence Against Women Act,
of course, which means that Congress
itself regards this as a major phe-
nomenon in our society.

Mr. Speaker, let us use this entire
week to call attention to it and to
eliminate it once and for all from the
United States of America and from the
world.

——

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 8, 2004.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington,
DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule Il of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, | have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
March 8, 2004 at 3:15 p.m. and said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
submits a report on implementation of PL
107-228 concerning Russian Debt Reduction
for Nonproliferation.

With best wishes, | am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

———

REPORT TO THE CONGRESS ON
AUTHORITY FOR RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION DEBT REDUCTION FOR
NONPROLIFERATION—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 108-
171)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
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from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations and ordered
to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with section 1321 of the
Foreign Relations Authorization Act,
Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107-228), |
transmit herewith a report prepared by
my Administration on implementation
of the debt reduction authority con-
ferred by title XIII, subtitle B of Public
Law 107-228.
GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 8, 2004.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 8, 2004.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule Il of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, | have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
March 8, 2004 at 11:55 a.m. and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby
he notifies the Congress of his intention to
enter into a free trade agreement with the
Kingdom of Morocco.

With best wishes, | am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

———

INTENTION TO ENTER INTO FREE
TRADE AGREEMENT WITH THE
KINGDOM OF MOROCCO—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 108-172)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Ways and Means and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:
Consistent with section 2105(a)(1)(A)
of the Trade Act of 2002 (Public Law
107-210; the ““Trade Act’’), | am pleased
to notify the Congress of my intent to
enter into a free trade agreement
(FTA) with the Kingdom of Morocco.
This agreement will create new op-
portunities for America’s workers,
farmers, businesses, and consumers by
eliminating barriers in trade with Mo-
rocco. Morocco is one of the United
States strongest friends in the Middle
East. increased trade will benefit
Americans and help strengthen a toler-
ant, open, and more prosperous Mo-
rocco. Entering into an FTA with Mo-
rocco will not only strengthen our bi-
lateral ties with this important ally, it
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will also advance my goal of a Middle
East free trade are (MEFTA) within a
decade.

Consistent with the Trade Act, | am
sending this notification at least 90
days in advance of signing the United
States-Morocco FTA. My Administra-
tion looks forward to working with the
Congress in developing appropriate leg-
islation to approve and implement this
free trade agreement.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HousE, March 8, 2004.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken at 6:30 p.m. today.

————

SENSE OF THE HOUSE WITH RE-
SPECT TO SAN LUIS OBISPO
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, DECEM-
BER 22, 2003 EARTHQUAKE

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
519) expressing the sense of the House
of Representatives with respect to the
earthquake that occurred in San Luis
Obispo County, California, on Decem-
ber 22, 2003.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 519

Whereas at 11:15 A.M. on Monday, Decem-
ber 22, 2003, an earthquake measuring 6.5 on
the Richter Scale occurred in San Luis
Obispo County, California, with an epicenter
approximately 6 miles northeast of the com-
munity of San Simeon and 24 miles north-
west of the City of Paso Robles;

Whereas the magnitude of the earthquake
was such that it was felt from the City of
San Francisco to the Los Angeles Basin, and
may have caused the Coastal Range to be-
come up to a foot higher;

Whereas the earthquake caused damage to
homes, businesses, and public infrastructure
such as buildings, bridges, and roads, that
will cost millions of dollars to repair;

Whereas tragically, 2 lives were lost and
more than 40 persons sustained injuries;

Whereas local public safety and law en-
forcement personnel responded immediately,
effectively, and courageously to assist vic-
tims of the earthquake and otherwise pro-
tect the public; and

Whereas a Federal disaster declaration was
issued on January 13, 2004: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) is saddened by the loss of life and prop-
erty caused by the earthquake that occurred
in San Luis Obispo County, California, on
December 22, 2003, and sends its deepest con-
dolences to the victims and their families;
and

(2) recognizes and honors those local offi-
cials, public safety and law enforcement per-
sonnel, and individuals, who in private or
public capacity provided assistance to the
victims of the earthquake and their families,
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and commends this dedicated service to the
residents of San Luis Obispo and Santa Bar-
bara Counties and the State of California.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. Tom DAvIS) and the gen-
tlewoman from the District of Colum-
bia (Ms. NorRTON) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. Tom DAvViIS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the resolution under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 519,
introduced by the gentleman from
California (Mr. THOMAS), honors the
victims and affected residents of the
earthquake that occurred in San Luis
Obispo, California, on December 22,
2003. The earthquake registered a 6.5 on
the Richter scale, and it killed two
people and injured 50 others. This was
the largest quake to hit the counties of
San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara
since 1994.

The historic town of Paso Robles was
hit the hardest. Many of the buildings
in that area were unreinforced ma-
sonry structures built over a century
ago, and they were unfortunately no
match for the earthquake’s power. The
two deaths occurred in Paso Robles. In
addition, the earthquake’s tremors
were felt in San Francisco to Los Ange-
les, and more than 30 aftershocks were
reported in the following hours. The
quake knocked out power to approxi-
mately 75,000 residents, and many oth-
ers were forced to evacuate. This reso-
lution remembers the victims and
those who were injured and under-
scores the heroic sacrifices made by
countless disaster relief workers and
emergency personnel after the earth-
quake.

Following the wildfires that scorched
hundreds of thousands of acres in Octo-
ber, the December 22 earthquake con-
cluded a difficult fall season for so
many California residents. Therefore, |
thank the distinguished gentleman
from California (Mr. THOMAS) for intro-
ducing this resolution. It helps us all
remember the victims of this disaster.

The resolution also appropriately
recognizes the public safety officials
and emergency response personnel who
helped limit the earthquake’s effects
on the region. Many individuals, busi-
nesses, and organizations in sur-
rounding areas provided much-needed
assistance to victims in the days and
the weeks following the tragedy. | com-
mend the gentleman from California
for the resolution’s important focus in
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commending these charitable groups as
well.

Mr. Speaker, | strongly urge all
Members to support House Resolution
519.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

[ 1415

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Paso Robles, California,
is a small town nestled in the Central
California wine country. Since 1892, the
clock tower atop the Mastagni Build-
ing had kept the pulse of the town, an
unceasing progression of hours for 111
years. The ticking stopped at 11:16 a.m.
on Monday, December 22, 2003, when
the building crumbled underneath it
and the clock fell to the street below.

Marilyn Zafuto of Paso Robles and
Jennifer Myrick of Atascadero were
shopping at a dress shop in the
Mastagni Building on that fateful day,
and as they attempted to flee to safety,
they were Kkilled by falling debris.
Their tragic fate made them the only
two deaths of a powerful earthquake
that shook California from San Fran-
cisco to Los Angeles.

With a magnitude of 6.5 on the Rich-
ter Scale, the San Luis Obispo County
earthquake of 2003 threw lives into up-
heaval all around the State. In addi-
tion to the deaths of Ms. Zafuto and
Ms. Myrick, 40 people were injured in
the quake and its subsequent after-
shocks, which measured as strong as
magnitude 4.7. More than 40 buildings
were damaged, roads were buckled, gas
mains were damaged, water pipes were
ruptured. This was the largest earth-
quake to hit California since 1999 when
a magnitude 7.1 quake was measured in
the desert near Joshua Tree and the
first to cause deaths since the 6.7 mag-
nitude earthquake in Northridge in
1994.

The effects of this earthquake were
felt far and wide across California. At
the Federal Building in San Francisco,
165 miles northwest of the epicenter,
the top floor swayed for 30 seconds and
people in downtown Los Angeles re-
ported that the streets were beset with
a sustained rolling motion.

As often is the case, from American
tragedies come stories of American
heroism. The San Luis Obispo earth-
quake is no exception. The 200 emer-
gency workers who toiled for hours,
looking through the rubble for victims
and tending to the wounded, deserve
the admiration of this House as do the
countless local heroes who rose to the
occasion when circumstances called for
it.

We have not the time to tell all the
stories, but | would like to tell you of
Nick and Patricia Sherwin. Mr. Sher-
win owns a jewelry store in the
Mastagni Building in Paso Robles.
When the quake hit, Mr. Sherwin took
charge, calling for the evacuation of
his store. Most of the people made it
outside before the roof, including the
clock tower, was shorn off the building.
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But two elderly customers fell before
they could get outside. Mr. and Mrs.
Sherwin went back and draped them-
selves over the fallen elderly customers
and shielded them and their bodies
until the quake subsided. Untold heroic
stories like this one unfolded across
Central California on that day.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of men and
women, Americans like these, | offer
my respect for their quiet heroism on a
day when the earth made their feet
seem poised to betray them. | also ex-
tend, along with the rest of the House,
my deepest condolences to the victims
and families of the San Luis Obispo
County earthquake.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, | yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMAS), the distinguished
sponsor of this resolution.

(Mr. THOMAS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, | want to
thank the chairman, the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. Tom DAvis) for his
willingness to expeditiously move this
resolution. Those of us in California ex-
perience earthquakes periodically. It is
difficult to predict. The usual formula
is the longer it has been since the last
one, the sooner it is to the next one.
When actually, if you will look at
newspapers in California on a regular
basis, literally on a daily basis there
are anywhere from several dozen to
several hundred earthquakes that
occur, many of them are not felt.

Periodically, we get an earthquake as
occurred in Paso Robles on December
22. It was a good size earthquake, 6.5 on
the Richter Scale is a good size earth-
quake. The earthquake that literally
leveled downtown Bakersfield in 1952
was only 6.1. The earthquake that pro-
duced between 20 and 50,000 lives lost in
Bam, Iran, in 2003 was about the same
magnitude, 6.5.

This particular earthquake caused
about a quarter of a billion dollars
worth of damage in homes, businesses
and government offices. But only two
lives lost. And even then, it was a pecu-
liar set of circumstances that produced
the tragedy of the two lives lost. | have
a district office in San Luis Obispo
County in the 1915 Atascadero City
Hall which was shook pretty severely,
bricks were falling, and the building
itself suffered a number of cracks. And
in visiting the site and in the sur-
rounding area, again and again and
again it was clear how fortunate we
were, how many near misses occurred.

I do want to thank the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. TomMm DAvis) for
moving this resolution, and for all of
us to remember those individuals who
lost their life, those individuals who
suffered major business damage down-
town, and to the general psyche.

I know that when earthquakes occur,
I have seen local television stations go
to the airport to interview people, to
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ask them if they are thinking about re-
turning to California because the earth
literally shook. | have told them many
times that although it occurs periodi-
cally on the east coast, literally, hurri-
canes and tornados occur everywhere.
There are difficulties that you have to
put up with wherever you live. Cali-
fornia, unfortunately, on the rim of
fire, is periodically subjected to these
earthquakes.

This one was a difficult one for all of
us. My colleagues in the area, Mrs.
Capps and others responded fairly
quickly. | do want to put on the record
how magnificently the local elected of-
ficials responded, setting up emergency
teams, keeping lines of communication
open. And | want to compliment the
Federal Government in its quick re-
sponse in providing grants and loans to
those who were clearly depressed and
destroyed and were given the oppor-
tunity very quickly to rebuild.

The spring has come, the rains have
come, the grass is green, but the psy-
che shattering earthquake of last De-
cember is still present in downtown
areas and in the surrounding commu-
nities. And the scar on the earth will
be there for a long time.

| thank the chairman for the quick
response and especially for the Na-
tion’s taxpayers in responding in the
hour of need in San Luis Obispo, Paso
Robles, Atascadero and the sur-
rounding community. | thank the gen-
tleman for yielding me this time.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, | reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
CAPPS).

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | thank
my colleague, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
for yielding to me.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in strong
support of House Resolution 519, a reso-
lution honoring the victims of the De-
cember 22, 2003, San Simeon earth-
quake and paying tribute to the law
enforcement, emergency personnel, and
many local leaders who provided assist-
ance to citizens throughout San Luis
Obispo and Santa Barbara Counties.

I thank my colleague, the gentleman
from California (Mr. THOMAS) for intro-
ducing this resolution and for bringing
it to the floor of the House today. It
has been a privilege for me to work
with him to help get the central coast
back on its feet again.

Mr. Speaker, earthquakes impact all
segments of the communities they
strike: Individuals, businesses, and
public services such as police, fire, hos-
pitals, and schools. In the days fol-
lowing this earthquake | was very
moved by the devastation in San Luis
Obispo County and in northern Santa
Barbara County. The earthquake reg-
istered 6.5 on the Richter Scale and
was felt from San Francisco all the
way to Los Angeles. | know what it was
like to feel it strongly in my fourth
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floor congressional office building as |
was meeting with constituents at that
very hour.

Even though the earthquake lasted
only seconds, it left behind destruction
that will take months, if not years, to
repair and rebuild. The greatest trag-
edy, of course, is that time will not
undue the loss of life of two people
caused by this earthquake. Two women
perished when a clock tower collapsed
in Paso Robles. Our thoughts and pray-
ers continue to go out to the friends
and families of these victims.

More than 50 people were injured as a
result of the earthquake. There was ex-
tensive damage to residential prop-
erties, to historical and public build-
ings, and to public utility structures. |
have received numerous calls and let-
ters from constituents who have suf-
fered major losses to their businesses.

Total costs and damages to the coun-
ties of San Luis Obispo and Santa Bar-
bara are expected to exceed $300 mil-
lion with reports of more damage com-
ing in daily.

Mr. Speaker, residents and local au-
thorities are continuing to rebuild
their lives after this earthquake. | was
pleased the President heeded calls from
Governor Schwarzenegger, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMAS),
and me and declared San Luis Obispo
and Santa Barbara Counties Federal
disaster areas as a result of the Decem-
ber 22 earthquake. Federal funding and
loan assistance is essential to help
businesses and individuals rebuild their
lives and get their lives back on track
following this, such a devastating
earthquake.

However, | remain disappointed that
the Governor’s request that Santa Bar-
bara County’s Federal disaster area
declaration does not include individual
assistance programs. It only limits the
support from the Federal Government
to the businesses involved.

In northern Santa Barbara County,
especially in the cities of Santa Maria
and Guadalupe, homeowners are still
suffering from the impact of this earth-
quake and its after shocks. Updated
damage assessments have revealed that
northern Santa Barbara County resi-
dents suffered much more loss than
was originally estimated.

My office will continue to work with
all businesses and all families affected
by the earthquake to ensure that they
have access to loans and other assist-
ance that could help them recover as
quickly as possible. Work has already
begun to make sure that the hundreds
of Federal historic properties are pre-
served and retrofitted to provide safe
and accessible work in public spaces.

This is a critical component of cre-
ating communities where our families
and businesses are safe, healthy, and
that the economy is secure. State and
Federal agencies, including the Gov-
ernor’s Office of Emergency Services,
FEMA and the Small Business Admin-
istration all have been working closely
with local officials to give them all the
support that they need. And | want to
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extend my heartfelt thanks to them as
well as to the first responders, to the
rescue workers and to all of the volun-
teers, so many of them, everyone who
took great risk to themselves to search
the wreckage for their fellow citizens.
They did an extraordinary job.

I also want to commend the city, the
county, and State workers and utility
crews who worked around the clock to
restore power, water, and other impor-
tant services to our communities. Crit-
ical functions such as emergency cen-
ters, fire stations, police stations and
hospitals were functioning right after
the earthquake.

We do not want to think about what
would happen in such an event, but
when it does, we are all heartened by
the way that people pull together and
work together from every level, par-
ticularly the volunteers who leave
whatever they were doing aside and
step right up to the plate. They cannot
do it without the assistance of local,
State, and Federal support.

The San Simeon earthquake was a
shocking reminder to people who live
just about anywhere in California that
we are prone to earthquakes and
should do whatever we can to prepare.
Preparing for an earthquake can be as
simple as making an earthquake pre-
paredness kit with first aid supplies,
extra food and water, and clothing. |
encourage all Californians to take this
step. This may be a lifesaver in the
next quake.

Mr. Speaker, as | said, people on the
Central Coast are returning to their
lives as they once knew them before
the earthquake. The earthquake may
have shaken our foundations, but it,
once again, proves the strength of our
communities and our unshakable re-
solve to help each other out during
times of tragedy. | urge immediate
adoption of this resolution to pay trib-
ute to the lives we lost that day and to
honor all of those who stepped in,
stepped up to the plate, to help their
neighbors to get through such a dif-
ficult time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, | have no further requests for
time, and | yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. Tom DAvis) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 519.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, on that, | demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
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proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——
[ 1430

ARMY STAFF SGT. LINCOLN
HOLLINSAID MALDEN POST OF-
FICE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 3536) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 210 Main
Street in Malden, Illinois, as the
“Army Staff Sgt. Lincoln Hollinsaid
Malden Post Office”.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3536

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ARMY STAFF SGT. LINCOLN
HOLLINSAID MALDEN POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 210
Main Street in Malden, Illinois, shall be
known and designated as the “Army Staff
Sgt. Lincoln Hollinsaid Malden Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the Army Staff Sgt. Lin-
coln Hollinsaid Malden Post Office.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. MiL-
LER) and the gentlewoman from the
District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H.R. 3536.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the next three pieces of
legislation that the House will consider
today are each tributes to a fallen sol-
dier of the United States Armed Forces
who served in Iraqg in the past year.

All Americans and all peace-loving
people around the world should have
rejoiced in the news just yesterday
that members of the Iraqi Governing
Council signed an interim constitution,
a grand step towards the objective of
establishing free elections and a per-
manent self-ruling government in Iraqg.

Mr. Speaker, in working to achieve
these extraordinary goals, countless
American servicemen and women have
sacrificed for months since the begin-
ning of Operation Iraqi Freedom nearly
one year ago and, indeed, some Amer-
ican soldiers today have paid the ulti-
mate price for our country. Today | am
pleased that the House is taking time
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to consider bills that will honor the
lives of three brave men whose service
to our Nation and to freedom every-
where must never be forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, the first of the three
bills introduced by the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. WELLER) that we will con-
sider is H.R. 3536. This designates a
post office in Malden, lllinois as the
Army Staff Sgt. Lincoln Hollinsaid
Post Office. All members of the Illinois
State delegation have co-sponsored
this meaningful legislation.

Mr. Speaker, Staff Sergeant Lincoln
Hollinsaid left his home in Malden, Illi-
nois, on January 22, 2003 and headed to
the Middle East as an engineer with
the Army’s Third Infantry Division to
participate in the liberation of Iraqg. He
was killed tragically on April 7, 2003 in
Iraqg when a rocket propelled grenade
hit the crane that he was operating.
Sergeant Hollinsaid was 27 years old.

Lincoln was a graduate of Princeton
High School in Princeton, Illinois, and
he was an avid fisher. He enlisted with
the Army in 1995 and he had served
ever since.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER), |
extend the heartfelt sympathy of the
House of Representatives to the family
of Lincoln Hollinsaid, especially his fa-
ther, Dan, his mother, Nancy, and his
two brothers, Adam and Kevin.

I urge all the Members of the House
to support H.R. 3536, that will com-
memorate the life and service of Staff
Sergeant Lincoln Hollinsaid.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to
join the gentlewoman from Michigan
(Mrs. MILLER) in presenting these 3
bills that honor three men who have
served us with all they had to give in
Irag. | am particularly honored to do
so because the District of Columbia has
lost more men already in lrag than
many States all without voting rep-
resentation in this House or in the Sen-
ate. So it is with special pride that I
speak for myself and for all whom |
represent in honoring these three men
who gave their lives for all of us.

As a member of the House Committee
on Government Reform, | am pleased
to join my colleague in consideration
of H.R. 3536, legislation naming a post-
al facility in Malden, Illinois after
Staff Sergeant Lincoln Hollinsaid. This
measure was introduced by the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) on
November 19, 2003 and unanimously re-
ported by our committee on February
12, 2004.

H.R. 3536 enjoys the support and co-
sponsorship of the entire Illinois dele-
gation.

Army Staff Sergeant Lincoln D.
Hollinsaid was a soldier from Malden,
Ilinois, who was killed on April 7, 2003
in an lIraq grenade attack.

Lincoln Hollinsaid graduated from
the local high school in Malden,
Princeton High, and worked a short
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while at a local construction company
before enlisting in the U.S. Army. As
an Army engineer, Staff Sergeant
Hollinsaid served on the Army’s Third
Infantry Division. He was assigned to
the B company, 1l1th Engineer Bat-
talion, in Fort Stewart, Georgia.

Because of his interest in serving in
combat, Hollinsaid transferred from a
California training post to the Third
Infantry Division in Georgia. Sadly, at
age 27, this staff sergeant was killed
when the crane he was driving was hit
by a rocket propelled grenade. He is
survived by his parents, Dan and
Nancy, and two brothers, Adam and
Kevin.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league for seeking to honor the mem-
ory of a fallen soldier. | urge swift pas-
sage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | yield as much time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Ilinois (Mr. WELLER), the sponsor of
this legislation.

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, let me
first begin by thanking the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. DAvIS) of the Com-
mittee on Government Reform, every
member of the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform, and particularly the gen-
tlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. MiL-
LER) and the gentlewoman from the
District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) for
joining me here on the floor and their
assistance in their effort to honor
these three members of the American
military.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to com-
mend the heroic actions of three serv-
ice members from the 11th Congres-
sional District of Illinois, three service
members who gave the ultimate sac-
rifice of their life to the defense of our
Nation and our freedoms. Army Staff
Sgt. Lincoln Hollinsaid of Malden, Illi-
nois; Marine Captain Ryan Beaupre of
St. Anne, lllinois; and Army Private
Shawn Pahnke of Manhattan, lllinois,
each served proudly and bravely in the
United States military.

Today, Mr. Speaker, the House will
honor the memory of these three sol-
diers with the passage of H.R. 3536,
H.R. 3537, and H.R. 3538, bills that will
rename the post offices in each of these
soldiers’ hometowns in their honor. I
note and express appreciation to my
colleagues in the Illinois delegation,
all of whom have co-sponsored this leg-
islation, each and every one of them of
the 19 in the Illinois delegation.

Mr. Speaker, | have unfortunately
lost three soldiers from my district in
the war against terror. In each of these
cases the soldiers who gave their lives
came from small communities, towns
where each of those soldiers are well
known, towns that gave one of their
own in the defense of freedom, towns
that have been there to help give the
Hollinsaid, Beaupre and Pahnke fami-
lies the support they needed and still
need in dealing with their loss.

Today this body will bestow a small
yet important honor in remembrance
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of the sacrifices of these three men,
soldiers and their families by renaming
the only Federal installations in these
three small towns, the community
gathering place, the local United
States Post Office.

H.R. 3536 will rename the Malden, II-
linois Post Office after Army Staff Ser-
geant Lincoln Hollinsaid. Staff Ser-
geant Hollinsaid was an engineer with
the U.S. Army Third Infantry Bat-
talion. He was lost April 7, 2003 while
operating a crane to help clear a path
along U.S. Army forces to penetrate
the grounds of the Baghdad Airport
and capture this key facility.

Lincoln loved fishing, four-wheeling
in his truck, and was also a self-taught
guitar player. Linc, as his father Dan
and mother Nancy called him, was
proud to serve in the United States
Armed Forces and his service has been
a great source of pride for the small
community of Malden, a town of 380
residents in Bureau County, lllinois.

Lincoln Hollinsaid was more than a
source of pride, though. Linc and his
family have been a source of strength
for other military families dealing
with the loss of a loved one. So much
so that our own president, President
Bush, made mention of Linc in his ad-
dress at Arlington National Cemetery
this past Memorial Day.

The Memorial Day services at Arling-
ton was somber, as tradition would
have you expect, but the crowd chuck-
led as President Bush recalled a letter
that Army Staff Sergeant Lincoln
Hollinsaid wrote from the Mid East,
telling his family that he enjoyed get-
ting mail from them but | wish my
truck and boat knew how to write.
President Bush said, quoting
Hollinsaid, ‘‘I sure do miss them.”

We miss Lincoln Hollinsaid. | ask for
Members’ prayers for the Hollinsaid
family and Members’ unanimous sup-
port of H.R. 3536 to rename the Malden,
Illinois Post Office after Army Staff
Sergeant Lincoln Hollinsaid.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further speakers, and | yield back the
balance of my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | urge all members to support
H.R. 3536.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs.
MILLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3536.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ARMY PVT. SHAWN PAHNKE

MANHATTAN POST OFFICE
Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 3537) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
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Postal Service located at 185 State
Street in Manhattan, lllinois, as the
“Army Pvt. Shawn Pahnke Manhattan
Post Office”.
The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3537

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ARMY PVT. SHAWN PAHNKE MANHAT-
TAN POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 185
State Street in Manhattan, Illinois, shall be
known and designated as the “Army Pvt.
Shawn Pahnke Manhattan Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the Army Pvt. Shawn
Pahnke Manhattan Post Office.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H.R. 3537.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the second post office
designation bill in honor of an Irag war
victim pays tribute to the courage and
service of Army Private Shawn
Pahnke.

This legislation, H.R. 3537, names a
United States Postal Service Facility
after Private Shawn Pahnke of Man-

hattan, Illinois, the town in which
Shawn grew up.
Mr. Speaker, Shawn was another

hero serving in Irag to secure the free-
dom of all lIragi citizens. Private
Pahnke enlisted in October of 2002
right after getting married to his wife,
Elisha. He left with the First Armored
Division for Freidberg, Germany, four
days before the birth of his son, Dean,
on March 20, 2003. Sadly, Shawn would
never meet his son. While patrolling
the streets of Baghdad in a Humvee ar-
mored vehicle, a single bullet was fired
into the vehicle and struck Private
Pahnke in the back, fatally wounding
him.

Mr. Speaker, Shawn’s lifelong dream
was to serve in the military. In the
days after his son’s death, his father,
Tom, told about the letter Shawn had
written to his family. These letters de-
scribed how proud he was to be a sol-
dier. His mother, Linda, said Shawn
wanted to show the Iragi people how
wonderful freedom could be.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) for
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honoring Army Private Shawn Pahnke.
This post office is a deserved and per-
manent token of appreciation from a
grateful Nation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
Committee on Government Reform, |
am pleased to join my colleague in the
consideration of H.R. 3537, legislation
naming a postal facility in Manhattan,
Illinois after Private Shawn Pahnke.
This measure was introduced by the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER)
on November 19, 2003, and unanimously
reported by our committee on Feb-
ruary 12, 2004.

H.R. 3537 enjoys the support and co-
sponsorship of the entire Illinois dele-
gation.

Army Private Shawn D. Pahnke was
a soldier from Shelbyville, Indiana,
who was killed by enemy fire in Bagh-
dad on June 16, 2003. Shawn Pahnke
grew up in Manhattan, Illinois and
graduated from Lincoln Way High
School in New Lenox, Illinois. Con-
tinuing his family’s tradition of mili-
tary service, Shawn’s father was a
Vietnam veteran and his grandfather
served in World War Il, Shawn enlisted
in the U.S. Army. He was assigned to
Company C, 1st Battalion, 37th Ar-
mored Regiment, 1st Armored Division,
Freidberg, Germany.

Sadly, at age 27, Private Pahnke was
patrolling in a Humvee with other sol-
diers from his unit when he was hit by
a sniper’s bullet. He is survived by his
wife, baby son, Dean, his parents and
two older brothers. He was buried with
honors and received a Bronze Star and
Purple Heart.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league for seeking to honor the mem-
ory of a fallen soldier. | urge the swift
passage of this bill.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | yield as much time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
the State of Illinois (Mr. WELLER), the
sponsor of this legislation, my distin-
guished colleague.

(Mr. WELLER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
again today to pay tribute to another
fallen brave hero from my home State
of Illinois, a brave hero from the war
on terror and Operation Iraqi Freedom,
Army Private Shawn Pahnke.

Under the legislation | am offering
today, H.R. 3537, the Manhattan, Illi-
nois, United States Post Office will be
renamed after Army Private Shawn
Pahnke. | also wish to thank my col-
leagues in the Illinois delegation for
joining me as original cosponsors of
this legislation.

Private Pahnke was a main battle
tank crewman with the United States
Army 1st Armored Division’s First Bri-
gade. He was lost June 16, 2003, while
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patrolling Baghdad in a Humvee on a
security detail. Shawn enjoyed playing
baseball and was relatively new to the
Armed Forces and had only recently
been stationed in lrag when he was
taken from us.

Shawn was the father to a newborn
baby son, Dean, whom he never met.
On the day of Dean’s arrival, Private
Pahnke spent most of the day on the
phone with his wife, Elisha, talking her
through labor and getting to hear the
birth of his son and his son’s first min-
utes in the world over the telephone. |
have known Private Pahnke’s father,
Tom, for many years through his work
as town administrator with the village
of Manhattan, as well as his mother,
Linda.

Mr. Speaker, this is a good family, a
patriotic family that is very proud of
Shawn’s service in the United States
military. Private Pahnke was much
like the other two soldiers we will be
honoring today, as he comes from a
small town. Shawn’s loss was a loss felt
by family, by friends, and by the entire
community in Manhattan; and while
we in this Chamber today can never re-
place the memory of a lost father, hus-
band or son, by passing H.R. 3537 we
can ensure that the memory of this
American hero endures in his home-
town; and perhaps one day, when he is
old enough to understand, baby Dean
Pahnke will realize his father was
truly loved, not only by his family but
by the community and the Nation he
served.

Our hearts and prayers go out to the
entire Pahnke family.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
give H.R. 3537, renaming the Manhat-
tan, Illinois, post office after Army
Private Shawn Pahnke, their unani-
mous support.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | ask that all Members would
support the passage of this important
legislation, and | yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3537.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

——————

MARINE CAPT. RYAN BEAUPRE
SAINT ANNE POST OFFICE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 3538) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 201 South
Chicago Avenue in Saint Anne, lllinois,
as the ‘““Marine Capt. Ryan Beaupre
Saint Anne Post Office”.

The Clerk read as follows:
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H.R. 3538
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MARINE CAPT. RYAN BEAUPRE SAINT
ANNE POST OFFICE.
@

DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 201
South Chicago Avenue in Saint Anne, Illi-
nois, shall be known and designated as the
‘““Marine Capt. Ryan Beaupre Saint Anne
Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the Marine Capt. Ryan
Beaupre Saint Anne Post Office.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NorTON) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks on H.R. 3538, the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself as much time
as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, like the last two pieces
of legislation, H.R. 3538 names a post
office after a courageous young man
who died while bravely fighting for our
Nation in Irag. This bill designates a
postal service facility in Saint Anne,
Illinois, as the Marine Capt. Ryan
Beaupre Saint Anne Post Office.

Mr. Speaker, Captain Ryan Beaupre
of Saint Anne, Illinois, was a pilot of a
CH-46 helicopter that crashed in Ku-
wait on March 20, 2003, just days after
the beginning of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. Captain Beaupre died at the age
of 30.

Mr. Speaker, prior to serving in the
Marine Corps, Ryan Beaupre was a
standout student at Bishop McNamara
High School and Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity. In his spare time in Saint
Anne, he enjoyed exercising and he vol-
unteered at a homeless shelter. He is
survived by his father, Mark; mother,
Nicky; two sisters, Alyse and Kari; and
a brother, Cristopher. | want to assure
the Beaupre family that the thoughts
and the prayers of all Members of this
House are with them. With passage of
this legislation, the Congress can for-
ever commemorate Ryan Beaupre’s
sacrifice with a post office that bears
his name in his hometown.

Mr. Speaker, serving in our Nation’s
military is perhaps the greatest con-
tribution one can make for his or her
country. Our Armed Forces serve the
entire Nation at home and overseas
with unparalleled loyalty and selfless-
ness. Undeniably, Ryan Beaupre pos-
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sessed these admirable characteristics.
That is why | urge all Members to sup-
port this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

As a member of the Committee on
Government Reform, | am pleased and
proud to join my colleague in the con-
sideration of H.R. 3538, legislation
naming a postal facility in Saint Anne,
Ilinois, after Captain Ryan Beaupre.
The measure was introduced by the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER)
on November 19, 2003, and unanimously
reported by our committee on Feb-
ruary 12, 2004. H.R. 3538 enjoys the sup-
port and cosponsorship of the entire Il-
linois delegation.

Marine Captain Ryan Beaupre was a
soldier and a pilot from Saint Anne, II-
linois, who was killed in a helicopter
crash in Kuwait on March 21, 2003.

Ryan Beaupre grew up in Saint Anne.
He graduated from Bishop MacNamara

High School in Kankakee, Illinois, and
graduated from Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity in Bloomington, lllinois, with

honors in 1995 and joined the Marine
Corps in 1995 and was based at Camp
Pendleton, California.

Sadly, at age 30, Captain Beaupre’s
CH-46 Sea Knight helicopter crashed,
killing eight British and four U.S. Ma-
rines. He is survived by his parents, a
brother, and two sisters.

Mr. Speaker, | note that Illinois Gov-
ernor Rod Blagojevich, a former Mem-
ber of Congress and a committee col-
league, has commissioned two memo-
rials to honor lllinois servicemembers
who have lost their lives during the
wars in Afghanistan and Irag. Captain
Beaupre, Staff Sergeant Hollinsaid, and
Private Pahnke will be among the
servicemembers honored. The memo-
rials will be displayed in the State cap-

itol rotunda in Springfield, Illinois,
and the James R. Thompson center in
Chicago.

Again, | commend my colleague for
seeking to honor the memory of a fall-
en soldier and urge the swift passage of
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | yield as much time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Ilinois (Mr. WELLER).

(Mr. WELLER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, it has
been an honor to have been the sponsor
of H.R. 3538, as well as the two previous
pieces of legislation honoring three
fallen war heroes from my State of Illi-
nois.

This legislation, H.R. 3538, the Ma-
rine Capt. Ryan Beaupre Saint Anne
Post Office Designation Act, is just
like the two previous bills considered
by the House. Under H.R. 3538, the
Saint Anne, lllinois, post office will be
named after Marine Captain Ryan
Beaupre, another Operation Iraqi Free-
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dom hero from the 11th Congressional
District of Illinois; and, again, Mr.
Speaker, | wish to express my grati-
tude for my colleagues in the Illinois
delegation for joining me as original
cosponsors of this legislation.

Captain Beaupre was a helicopter
pilot with the 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force. He was lost on March 20,
2003, while piloting a CH-46 Sea Knight
helicopter in Kuwait, 9 miles from the
border with Iraq.

Ryan enjoyed competing in cross-
country and track. He was also a vol-
unteer in the community, volunteering
at Home-Sweet-Home mission, a home-
less shelter and transitional housing
program. He attended Bishop McNa-
mara High School and Illinois Wes-
leyan University in my congressional
district.

I have had the opportunity to meet
with Ryan’s parents, Mark and Nicky
Beaupre; and | can tell my colleagues
that the Beaupre family is a very proud
family, a very close family, and a very
patriotic family.

Ryan Beaupre loved to fly. He en-
joyed being a pilot, and he enjoyed
being a Marine. Mr. Speaker, the words
we speak in this Chamber can never be
enough to truly understand what Ryan
Beaupre meant to those who knew him.
So, Mr. Speaker, | offer these remarks
from Ann Harding, assistant director of
Career Services at Illinois Wesleyan
University, from the school’s memorial
page to Ryan Beaupre:

“When | got the news about Ryan’s
death, | immediately went through my
many photo albums of IWU students.
Suddenly Ryan’s face was everywhere.
What a great smile!l Ryan worked for
me in the Career Center. We stayed in
touch after he started his job at State
Farm. While he worked for me, he
talked about his interest in learning
how to fly. We even discussed the Offi-
cers Training Program. When he ac-
cepted the job at State Farm, | figured
he put the idea out of his mind. Then a
year later he called and said he had
given his 2 weeks’ notice and was join-
ing the Marines. ‘They’re going to
teach me how to fly,” he said.

“l was happy for him because he al-
ways kept his eye on his dream. To
think he could have been as safe as I
am in Bloomington, Illinois, had he not
pursued the real dream. | admire Ryan
and any one of you that goes after
what you want. | know that until there
was no time left, Ryan was doing ev-
erything right and to the very best of
his ability. He was a smart and inno-
cent man.

“To see so many alumni come back
to the service on campus is a testa-
ment to a how close you all become in
a short 4-year period. | will go to the
services on Thursday in Saint Anne
and be very proud to have known Ryan
Beaupre.”’

Mr. Speaker, Ryan Beaupre died liv-
ing a dream, a dream of flying, a dream
of serving as a United States Marine, a
dream of helping bring freedom and a
better life to those in the Middle East.
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The prayers of a grateful Nation and
a grateful Congress go out to all the
families that have lost a loved one in
defense of America’s freedom. | ask
that the House honor the memory of IlI-
linois’ lost son, Marine Captain Ryan
Beaupre, by passing H.R. 3538, renam-
ing the Saint Anne, lllinois, post office
after our fallen hero of the war against
terror.

I especially want to thank my two
distinguished colleagues, the distin-
guished gentlewoman from Michigan
and the gentlewoman from the District
of Columbia, for joining me on the
floor today to help with this legislation
and also thanks to my colleagues as
well as ask unanimous support for this
legislation.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | ask that all Members sup-
port the passage of this important leg-
islation, and | yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs.
MILLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3538.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRATULATING DETROIT
SHOCK FOR WINNING 2003 WOM-
EN’'S NATIONAL BASKETBALL
ASSOCIATION CHAMPIONSHIP

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
392) congratulating the Detroit Shock
for winning the 2003 Women’s National
Basketball Association championship.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. REs. 392

Whereas on September 16, 2003, the Detroit
Shock won the 2003 Women’s National Bas-
ketball Association championship, defeating
the 2-time defending champion Los Angeles
Sparks;

Whereas the Shock finished at the top of
the Eastern Conference with an outstanding
25-win season;

Whereas the Shock defeated the Cleveland
Rockers 2 games to 1 in the first round of the
playoffs;

Whereas the Shock defeated the Con-
necticut Sun 2 games to none in the Eastern
Conference finals;

Whereas in the finals against the Sparks
the Shock won 2 straight games after losing
the opening game;

Whereas Ruth Riley scored a career-high 27
points in the final game;

Whereas in the final game Deanna Nolan
nailed a 3-pointer with 53 seconds remaining,
and made 4 out of 4 free throws down the
stretch;

Whereas 22,076 attended the final game,
setting a new attendance record for the
WNBA;

Whereas the Shock made an unprecedented
turnaround in the 2003 season under the lead-
ership of their coach, the former Detroit Pis-
ton and NBA champion Bill Laimbeer, who
was named 2003 WNBA Coach of the Year;
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Whereas Coach Laimbeer and his staff of
Laurie Byrd, Pamela McGee, and Korie Hlede
provided strong leadership and solid coach-
ing, resulting in a basketball team which has
been undeniably dominant in regular and
postseason play;

Whereas many other individuals have con-
tributed to the Shock’s success, including
athletic trainer Laura Ramus;

Whereas the Shock’s success resulted from
contributions from the entire roster of play-
ers, including Swin Cash, Allison Curtin,
Barbara Farris, Cheryl Ford, Kedra Holland-
Corn, Sheila Lambert, Astou Ndiaye-Diatta,
Deanna Nolan, Elaine Powell, Ruth Riley,
Stacey Thomas, Petra Ujhelyi, and Ayana
Walker;

Whereas 3 Shock players, Cheryl Ford,
Swin Cash, and Deanna Nolan, were named
to the all-WNBA second team;

Whereas Cheryl Ford was named 2003
WNBA rookie of the year, receiving 49 out of
54 possible votes;

Whereas Ruth Riley was named Most Valu-
able Player of the 2003 WNBA Finals MVP;

Whereas the WNBA and the Shock exem-
plify the highest standards of sportsmanship
and success, and help to encourage the par-
ticipation of women in professional sports;
and

Whereas the Shock have displayed great
strength, ability, and perseverance this sea-
son, which are all reflective of the hard-
working people of the metropolitan Detroit
region and the great State of Michigan: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates the Detroit Shock for
winning the 2003 Women’s National Basket-
ball championship and for their outstanding
performance during the entire 2003 season,
and congratulates all of the 8 WNBA teams
who played in the postseason;

(2) salutes the achievements of all of the
players, coaches, and staff of the Shock, who
worked hard and who were instrumental in
bringing the City of Detroit its first WNBA
championship;

(3) commends the Los Angeles Sparks for a
valiant performance during the playoff finals
and for displaying their strength and skill as
a team; and

(4) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to the Shock players, Head
Coach Bill Laimbeer, and President and
team owner William Davidson.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NorTON) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks on H. Res. 392, the reso-
lution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself as much time
as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 392 congratu-
lates the Detroit Shock for winning the
2003 Women’s National Basketball As-
sociation championship; and first of
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all, I would like to thank the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS)
for introducing this resolution, and |
also want to thank all of my fellow col-
leagues from the Michigan delegation
who have joined me in cosponsoring H.
Res. 392.

Mr. Speaker, on September 16, 2003,
the Detroit Shock defeated the 2-time
defending champion Los Angeles
Sparks to win their first WNBA cham-
pionship. The Shock team is comprised
of a wonderful group of women who
continue the strong tradition of profes-
sional basketball in Michigan. In fact,
the Shock are coached by one of the
leaders of the 2-time NBA champion
Detroit Pistons, the ultimate bad boy,
the baddest of the bad boys, Bill
Laimbeer.
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Under the leadership of Coach Bill
Laimbeer and of his staff of Laurie
Byrd, Pamela McGee, and Korie Hlede,
the Detroit Shocks made an unbeliev-
able turnaround during the 2003 season
to become champions. The team won 25
games last summer, after winning only
nine games the year previously.

In an era where some athletes are
embroiled in steroid scandals, salary
contract negotiations, and legal bat-
tles, the women of the Detroit Shocks,
and | think the entire WNBA serve as a
valuable role model to millions of
young girls. 1 applaud every member of
the Shock roster for their dedication
and for their hard work, and | thank
them for their commitment to our
community. Even though they are
champions on the court, each member
of the team is a champion in her own
right off the court as well.

Mr. Speaker, the Detroit Shocks
have made the metropolitan Detroit
area and the great State of Michigan
proud. In fact, 22,076 fans attended the
final game of the season, which was a
new attendance record for the WNBA.
Three of their players, Cheryl Ford,
Swin Cash, and Deanna Nolan were
named to the all-WNBA second team;
and Ruth Riley 2003 WNBA finals MVP.
But unlike many professional teams in
sports today, there are no individuals
on this team. They are simply the De-
troit Shocks, and they are champions.

Mr. Speaker, | support House Resolu-
tion 392.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

The Detroit Shocks proved they were
the best team in the league last Sep-
tember when they came from behind
and knocked out the two-time defend-
ing champions the Los Angeles Sparks
before the league’s largest crowd in
history, with a score of 83 to 78.

The Shocks started the game with a
14-point lead, but the Sparks kept com-
ing back. With less than a minute left
in the game, Deanna Nolan nailed a
three-pointer from the corner and gave
the Shocks a 75-73 lead. Then Cheryl
Ford hit three free throws and it was a
four-point lead with 43 seconds left.
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Just when you thought the Shocks
had it all wrapped up, the Sparks made
a comeback, twice. But the Shocks
pulled out a win, and a franchise that
was down and out a year before was ac-
cepting the Women’s National Basket-
ball Association championship.

Head Coach Bill Laimbeer and his
staff of Laurie Byrd, Pamela McGee,
and Korie Hlede provided strong leader-
ship and solid coaching. This has re-
sulted in a basketball team that is
hard working and dominates on the
basketball court.

The Women’s National Basketball
Association and the Detroit Shocks ex-
emplify the highest standards of
sportsmanship and success, and as
such, have encouraged girls and women
across the country to participate in
professional sports. | congratulate
them on a well-deserved win and urge
the passage of this resolution.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the women of the Detroit Shock Wom-
en’s National Basketball Association team. On
September 16, 2003, the ladies of the Detroit
Shock made history with their first ever Wom-
en’s National Basketball Association cham-
pionship, defeating the 2-time defending
champion Los Angeles Sparks. Through the
leadership of Rookie of the Year Cheryl Ford,
Playoff MVP Ruth Riley, and Coach Bill
Laimbeer, the Shocks displayed strength, re-
solve and the highest standard of sportsman-
ship.

It is fitting that H. Res. 392 will be passed
today, just one day after International Wom-
en’s Day and during National Women’s Month.
This month we are celebrating the great
strides women have made in society, and
must recognize and highlight the advance-
ments women have made in professional
sports. Since the passage of Title X, which
mandates gender equity in school sports, we
have seen women’s athletics flourish as a tool
for empowering young girls. College basketball
programs across the country have produced
some of the most dynamic athletes of our
time—including Cheryl Ford and Ruth Riley of
the Shock, as well as Diana Taurasi of the
University of Connecticut. These young
women are clear examples to the younger
generation of girls that the pursuit of athletic
excellence can produce the highest rewards
for women and men alike.

The Detroit Shock team has made metro-
politan Detroit and greater Michigan proud by
displaying the trademark Michigan values of
hard work, dedication, and perseverance. We
honor these women for their strength and re-
solve, and for being leaders of the next gen-
eration of women in sports. We look forward
to another win this year!

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | have
no further requests for time, | urge all
Members to support the adoption of H.
Res. 392, and | yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 392.

The question was taken.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, on that | demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———
CONGRATULATING THE SAN JOSE
EARTHQUAKES FOR  WINNING

THE 2003 MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
CUP

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
475) congratulating the San Jose
Earthquakes for winning the 2003
Major League Soccer Cup.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 475

Whereas on November 23, 2003, the San
Jose Earthquakes defeated the Chicago Fire
to win the 2003 Major League Soccer Cup;

Whereas the Earthquakes achieved a 14-7-
9 regular season record to finish 1st in the
Major League Soccer Western Conference;

Whereas the San Jose Earthquakes fin-
ished an extraordinary season by overcoming
injuries, adversity, and multiple-goal defi-
cits to reach the Major League Soccer Cup
championship match;

Whereas in the championship match, the
San Jose Earthquakes and the Chicago Fire
scored 6 goals combined, breaking the Major
League Soccer Cup championship match
scoring record;

Whereas the Earthquakes’ Head Coach
Frank Yallop led the team to victory;

Whereas the Earthquakes’ team of world-
class players, including Jeff Agoos, Arturo
Alvarez, Brian Ching, Jon Conway, Ramiro
Corrales, Troy Dayak, Dwayne De Rosario,
Landon Donovan, Todd Dunivant, Ronnie

Ekelund, Rodrigo Faria, Manny Lagos,
Roger Levesque, Brain Mullan, Richard
Mulrooney, Pat Onstad, Eddie Robinson,

Chris Roner, lan Russell, Josh Saunders,
Craig Waibel, and Jamil Walker contributed
extraordinary performances throughout the
regular season, playoffs and Major League
Soccer Cup;

Whereas San Jose midfielder Ronnie
Ekelund scored in the 5th minute of play,
tying Eduardo Hurtado for the fastest goal
scored in a Major League Soccer Cup cham-
pionship match;

Whereas with the victory, San Jose cap-
tain Jeff Agoos won his 2nd Major League
Soccer Cup for the San Jose Earthquakes
and his 5th Major League Soccer Cup overall;

Whereas San Jose forward Landon Dono-
van, who has been named United States Na-
tional Team Player of the Year twice, scored
2 goals on 2 shots in the championship
match, earning the Honda Major League Soc-
cer Cup Most Valuable Player Award;

Whereas by winning the 2003 Major League
Soccer Cup, the San Jose Earthquakes join
DC United to become the 2nd team in Major
League Soccer history to win the Major
League Soccer Cup more than once;

Whereas the Earthquakes have brought
great pride to the City of San Jose and to the
State of California;

Whereas Major League Soccer has become
extremely popular in only 8 seasons; and

Whereas the success of Major League Soc-
cer has contributed to the growing popu-
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larity of soccer in the United States in re-
cent years: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates the San Jose Earth-
quakes for winning the 2003 Major League
Soccer Cup;

(2) recognizes the achievement of the San
Jose Earthquakes’ players, coaches, staff,
and supporters in bringing the 2003 Major
League Soccer Cup to San Jose;

(3) commends the San Jose community for
its enthusiastic support of the Earthquakes;
and

(4) expresses the hope that Major League
Soccer will continue to inspire fans and
young players in the United States and
around the world by producing teams of San
Jose’s high caliber.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NorTON) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and to include extra-
neous material on H. Res. 475.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | yield myself such time as |
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, last November, in the
championship match of the 2003 Major
League Soccer season, the San Jose
Earthquakes defeated the Chicago Fire
4 to 2. The win clinched the Earth-
quakes’ second MLS title in three sea-
sons. House Resolution 475 deservedly
congratulates the San Jose Earth-
quakes for winning the Major League
Soccer Cup. With this championship,
San Jose became only the second team
in MLS history to win two Cups.

Mr. Speaker, throughout the long
soccer season, the steady leadership of
Coach Frank Yallop guided the Earth-
quakes to 14 wins. And after winning
the MLS Western Conference crown
during the regular season, the Earth-
quakes rallied from behind in both the
Conference Semifinals and the Con-
ference Championship matches to
reach the Championship. In the final
match, the Earthquakes outlasted the
Chicago Fire in the highest scoring
MLS Cup final ever, winning 4 to 2.

Mr. Speaker, Coach Yallop earned his
second MLS Cup with the victory, and
he became the second coach in league
history to lead two championship
teams. Also noteworthy, the Earth-
quakes’ star forward Landon Donovan
became the first player to score two
goals in an MLS Cup final match. He
earned the MLS Cup’s Most Valuable
Player award for his performance.

Mr. Speaker, the 2003 season was cer-
tainly one to remember for the San
Jose Earthquakes’ players, for their
coaches, for their support staff, and
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their fans. | thank the gentleman from
California (Mr. HonDA) for working to
congratulate the champs of Major
League Soccer, the San Jose Earth-
quakes, and | strongly support House
Resolution 475.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

On November 23, 2003, the San Jose
Earthquakes thrilled a sellout crowd of
soccer fans with a 4 to 2 Major League
Soccer victory over the Chicago Fire.
The Earthquakes earned their second
Major League Soccer Cup in 3 years
and became only the second major
league team to win multiple titles. My
hometown team, D.C. United, has won
the Cup three times in its 8-year his-
tory.

Major League Soccer could not have
asked for a better and more exciting
game for its network-televised event.
The San Jose Earthquakes and the Chi-
cago Fire scored six goals combined,
breaking the Major League Soccer Cup
championship match scoring record.

San Jose midfielder Ronnie Ekelund
scored in the fifth minute of play,
tying Eduardo Hurtado for the fastest
goal scored in a Major League Soccer
Cup championship. Jeff Agoos won his
second Major League Soccer Cup as
captain of the San Jose Earthquakes
and his fifth Major League Soccer Cup
overall. San Jose forward Landon
Donovan, who has been named United
States National Team Player of the
Year twice, scored two goals and two
shots in the championship match, earn-
ing the Honda Major League Soccer
Cup Most Valuable Player Award.

Major league soccer was created in
1996 as a professional American soccer
league to build on the base of popu-
larity generated during the World Cup
Finals held in the United States in
1994. Major League Soccer has aptly
and skillfully filled the void that re-
sulted when the North American
League played its last game in 1984,
and it has done so with teams like the
San Jose Earthquakes that play with
zeal and love for the game.

The sellout crowd at The Home
Depot Center for the 2003 Major League
Soccer Cup is a testament to the grow-
ing popularity of soccer and all those
who play the game.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, | have no further requests for
time, and | yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | am very
pleased to yield such time as he may
consume to the gentleman from the
gentleman from  California (Mr.
HoONDA), who is the author of this reso-
lution.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | want to
thank the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia and the gentlewoman
from Michigan for this opportunity to
sort of crow a little here. | rise today
to congratulate an extraordinary team
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on a successful season through H.R.
475.

Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, November
23, 2003, the San Jose Earthquakes be-
came the second team in Major League
Soccer history to win the Major
League Soccer Cup a second time. The
Earthquakes’ 4-to-2 victory over the
Chicago Fire showcased the team’s ex-
plosive talent and demonstrated why
soccer is one of the fastest growing
sports in America today.

The Earthquakes’ rise to the MLS
championship game provided soccer
fans with endless drama and excite-
ment, including a five-goal comeback
against the Los Angeles Galaxy, and a
3-to-2 victory over the Kansas City
Wizards.

In the championship game the
Quakes showed a capacity crowd in
Carson, California, four goals, one
saved penalty kick, and 90 minutes of
world class soccer. Throughout the
game and throughout the season, this
team played exciting soccer to the de-
light of San Jose’s growing legion of
fans.

Soccer is perhaps the world’s most
beloved sport. From Latin America to
East Asia to Europe and Africa, indeed
all the world’s cultures play this great
game. It therefore comes as no surprise
that a community of San Jose’s multi-
cultural and multinational makeup
should produce a soccer team of such
prodigious ability.

In Latin America, soccer is called “‘la
pasion de multitudes,” and the San
Jose Earthquakes have shown us why
this is truly the “‘passion of people.”

While the Earthquakes’ recent per-
formances have been impressive, their
greatest success may be the team’s
contribution to the sport of soccer here
in America. In particular, the sports-
manship and gamesmanship of the
Earthquakes have helped make Major
League Soccer a hit. Although it is
barely 8 years old, Major League Soc-
cer has already captured the hearts and
imaginations of fans around the coun-
try and around the world. The MLS
also has served as a training ground for
some of the world’s best players. Many
of those players were instrumental in
bringing the United States to the quar-
ter finals of the 2002 World Cup.

Now approaching its ninth successful
year, and bolstered by the inspiring
play of teams like the San Jose Earth-
quakes, Major League Soccer is strong-
er than ever. The fact that 20 million
fans have attended MLS matches dur-
ing the league’s first eight seasons is a
testament to the enormous popularity
of the beautiful game here in the
United States.

In addition to their on-the-field per-
formance, | would like to thank the
Earthquakes for their off-the-field
dedication to the San Jose community.
At a time when there seem to be too
few positive role models in professional
athletics, the Quakes have proven
themselves not only as great athletes,
but good people. Players from this
team have repeatedly lent their celeb-
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rity and talent to numerous local orga-
nizations.

In 2003 alone, the Quakes have made
appearances at the Muscular Dys-
trophy Association’s summer camp,
conducted free soccer clinics for local
youth, raised money for numerous
local charities, and supplied free tick-
ets to disadvantaged youth through the
Kick for Kids Program. It is deeply re-
warding to witness this team’s com-
mitment to its community, and in par-
ticular, to San Jose’s youth.

As a member of the San Jose commu-
nity and a soccer fan, | look forward to
watching the Quakes provide us with
even greater inspiration in the years to
come. The San Jose Earthquakes are
the pride not only of the Bay Area in
California, but also of America.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the 2003 Major
League Soccer champions, and | con-
gratulate the San Jose Earthquakes on
a fantastic season. And to the soccer
moms and dads of this country, there is
a place for youngsters to go after they
play their local teams.

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the San Jose, CA Earthquakes
for defeating the Chicago, IL Fire 4-2 on No-
vember 23, 2003 to win the 2003 Major
League Soccer (MLS) Cup.

It was eight years ago that San Jose be-
came the proud home of the MLS Earth-
quakes. In those short years, we have
watched with excitement as the Earthquakes
have become repeat champions and helped
increase the popularity of soccer in our com-
munity and throughout the world.

The Earthquakes have many truly talented
players. California native Landon Donovan for
example is a two-time U.S. National Team
Player of the Year and scored two goals in the
championship game to earn him the MSL Cup
Most Valuable Player Award. Even with indi-
viduals like Landon playing for the Earth-
gquakes, their success has come, not as indi-
viduals but rather as a team.

It was as a team that the Earthquakes over-
came injuries, critics and goal deficits through-
out their 14-7-9 regular season and it was as
a team that they became Major League Soc-
cer's very best. Since coming to San Jose, the
Earthquake’s have represented our city with
dignity.

Mr. Speaker, the San Jose Earthquakes are
the standard to which all MLS teams should
be compared. Their commitment to our com-
munity, the sport of soccer and to achieving
excellence runs much further than any soccer
field. Their success and good works are a sta-
ple in our city. For these reasons and many
others, it is most appropriate that we congratu-
late the 2003 MLS Cup winning San Jose
Earthquakes today.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs.
MILLER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 475.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.
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Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, on that | demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———
[ 1515

MEDICAL DEVICES TECHNICAL
CORRECTIONS ACT

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, |
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 1881) to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to
make technical corrections relating to
the amendments made by the Medical
Device User Fee and Modernization Act

of 2002, and for other purposes, as
amended.
The Clerk read as follows:

S. 1881

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ““Medical Devices
Technical Corrections Act™.

SEC. 2. TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS REGARDING
PUBLIC LAW 107-250.

(a) TITLE |; FEES RELATING TO MEDICAL DE-
VICES.—Part 3 of subchapter C of chapter VII of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 379i et seq.), as added by section 102 of
Public Law 107-250 (116 Stat. 1589), is amend-
ed—

(1) in section 737—

(A) in paragraph (4)(B), by striking “‘and for
which clinical data are generally necessary to
provide a reasonable assurance of safety and ef-
fectiveness’” and inserting ‘‘and for which sub-
stantial clinical data are necessary to provide a
reasonable assurance of safety and effective-
ness’’;

(B) in paragraph (4)(D), by striking ‘“‘manu-
facturing,”’;

(C) in paragraph (5)(J), by striking ‘‘a pre-
market application’ and all that follows and in-
serting ‘“‘a premarket application or premarket
report under section 515 or a premarket applica-
tion under section 351 of the Public Health Serv-
ice Act.”’; and

(D) in paragraph (8), by striking ““The term
‘affiliate’ means a business entity that has a re-
lationship with a second business entity’”” and
inserting ‘““The term ‘affiliate’ means a business
entity that has a relationship with a second
business entity (whether domestic or inter-
national)”’; and

(2) in section 738—

(A) in subsection (a)(1)—

(i) in subparagraph (A)—

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i) by strik-
ing “‘subsection (d),”” and inserting ‘‘subsections
(d) and (e),”;

(1) in clause (iv), by striking “‘clause (i),”
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘clause (i).”’;
and

(111) in clause (vii), by striking ‘“‘clause (i),”’
and all that follows and inserting ‘““‘clause (i),
subject to any adjustment under subsection
(&) (C)(ii).””; and

(ii) in subparagraph (D), in each of clauses (i)
and (ii), by striking ‘‘application’ and inserting
““application, report,’’;

(B) in subsection (d)(2)(B), beginning in the
second sentence, by striking “‘firms. which
show’” and inserting ‘‘firms, which show’’;

(C) in subsection (e)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘““Where’” and
inserting ‘‘For fiscal year 2004 and each subse-
qguent fiscal year, where’’; and
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(ii) in paragraph (2)—

(1) in subparagraph (B), beginning in the sec-
ond sentence, by striking ‘‘firms. which show”’
and inserting ‘“firms, which show’’; and

(I1) in subparagraph (C)(i), by striking
“Where”” and inserting ‘“‘For fiscal year 2004
and each subsequent fiscal year, where’’;

(D) in subsection (f), by striking “‘for filing’’;
and

(E) in subsection (h)(2)(B)—

(i) in clause (ii), by redesignating subclauses
(1) and (I1) as items (aa) and (bb), respectively;

(ii) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) as
subclauses (1) and (I1), respectively;

(iii) by striking ““The Secretary’” and inserting
the following:

““(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; and

(iv) by adding at the end the following:

‘(i) MORE THAN 5 PERCENT.—To the extent
such costs are more than 5 percent below the
specified level in subparagraph (A)(ii), fees may
not be collected under this section for that fiscal
year.”.

(b) TITLE Il; AMENDMENTS REGARDING REGU-
LATION OF MEDICAL DEVICES.—

(1) INSPECTIONS BY ACCREDITED PERSONS.—
Section 704(g) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 374(g)), as added by sec-
tion 201 of Public Law 107-250 (116 Stat. 1602),
is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), in the first sentence, by
striking ‘“‘conducting inspections’ and all that
follows and inserting ‘““‘conducting inspections of
establishments that manufacture, prepare, prop-
agate, compound, or process class Il or class 111
devices, which inspections are required under
section 510(h) or are inspections of such estab-
lishments required to register under section
510(i)."";

(B) in paragraph (5)(B), in the first sentence,
by striking ‘‘or poses’”” and all that follows
through the period and inserting ‘‘poses a
threat to public health, fails to act in a manner
that is consistent with the purposes of this sub-
section, or where the Secretary determines that
there is a financial conflict of interest in the re-
lationship between the accredited person and
the owner or operator of a device establishment
that the accredited person has inspected under
this subsection.”’;

(C) in paragraph (6)(A)—

(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘of the establish-
ment pursuant to subsection (h) or (i) of section
510 and inserting ‘‘described in paragraph
@

(ii) in clause (ii)—

(1) in the matter preceding subclause (I)—

(aa) by striking ‘‘each inspection’” and insert-
ing “‘inspections’’; and

(bb) by inserting ‘‘during a 2-year period”’
after “‘person’’; and

(1) in subclause (1), by striking “‘such a per-
son’’ and inserting ‘‘an accredited person’’;

(iii) in clause (iii)—

(1) in the matter preceding subclause (1), by
striking ‘“‘and the following additional condi-
tions are met:”” and inserting ‘““and 1 or both of
the following additional conditions are met:”’;

(I1) in subclause (1), by striking ‘‘accredited”’
and all that follows through the period and in-
serting ‘‘(accredited under paragraph (2) and
identified under clause (ii)(11)) as a person au-
thorized to conduct such inspections of device
establishments.”’; and

(111) in subclause (I1), by inserting “‘or by a
person accredited under paragraph (2)’ after
“‘by the Secretary’’;

(iv) in clause (iv)(l)—

(1) in the first sentence—

(aa) by striking ‘“‘the two immediately pre-
ceding inspections of the establishment’ and in-
serting ‘‘inspections of the establishment during
the previous 4 years’’; and

(bb) by inserting ‘‘section’ after ‘‘pursuant
to’’;

(1) in the third sentence—

(aa) by striking “‘the petition states a commer-
cial reason for the waiver;’’; and
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(bb) by inserting ‘“‘not”’ after ‘‘the Secretary
has not determined that the public health
would”’; and

(I11) in the fourth sentence,
“‘granted until” and inserting
deemed to be granted until’’; and

(v) in clause (iv)(11)—

(1) by inserting “‘of a device establishment re-
quired to register’” after “‘to be conducted’’; and

(I1) by inserting ‘“‘section’ after ‘“‘pursuant
to”’;

(D) in paragraph (6)(B)(iii)—

(i) in the first sentence, by striking “‘, and
data otherwise describing whether the establish-
ment has consistently been in compliance with
sections 501 and 502 and other’” and inserting
““and with other’’; and

(ii) in the second sentence—

() by striking ‘‘inspections’” and inserting
“‘inspectional findings’’; and

(I1) by inserting ‘‘relevant’” after ‘‘together
with all other’’;

(E) in paragraph (6)(B)(iv)—

(i) by inserting ““(1)”’ after “*(iv)’’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following:

“(11) If, during the two-year period following
clearance under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary determines that the device establishment
is substantially not in compliance with this Act,
the Secretary may, after notice and a written re-
sponse, notify the establishment that the eligi-
bility of the establishment for the inspections by
accredited persons has been suspended.’’;

(F) in paragraph (6)(C)(ii), by striking “‘in ac-
cordance with section 510(h), or has not during
such period been inspected pursuant to section
510(i), as applicable’’;

(G) in paragraph (10)(B)(iii), by striking “‘a
reporting’” and inserting ‘‘a report’’; and

(H) in paragraph (12)—

(i) by striking subparagraph (A) and inserting
the following:

““(A) the number of inspections conducted by
accredited persons pursuant to this subsection
and the number of inspections conducted by
Federal employees pursuant to section 510(h)
and of device establishments required to register
under section 510(i);"’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘ob-
tained by the Secretary’” and all that follows
and inserting ‘‘obtained by the Secretary pursu-
ant to inspections conducted by Federal employ-
ees;”.

(2) OTHER CORRECTIONS.—

(A) PROHIBITED ACTS.—Section 301(gg) of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 331(gg)), as amended by section 201(d) of
Public Law 107-250 (116 Stat. 1609), is amended
to read as follows:

““(gg) The knowing failure to comply with
paragraph (7)(E) of section 704(g); the knowing
inclusion by a person accredited under para-
graph (2) of such section of false information in
an inspection report under paragraph (7)(A) of
such section; or the knowing failure of such a
person to include material facts in such a re-
port.”.

(B) ELECTRONIC LABELING.—Section 502(f) of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 352(f)), as amended by section 206 of
Public Law 107-250 (116 Stat. 1613), is amended,
in the last sentence—

(i) by inserting ‘“‘or by a health care profes-
sional and required labeling for in vitro diag-
nostic devices intended for use by health care
professionals or in blood establishments’ after
““in health care facilities’’;

(ii) by inserting a comma after ‘‘means’’;

(iii) by striking ‘‘requirements of law and,
that” and inserting ‘“‘requirements of law, and
that”’;

(iv) by striking ‘‘the manufacturer affords
health care facilities the opportunity”” and in-
serting ‘‘the manufacturer affords such users
the opportunity’’; and

(v) by striking ‘‘the health care facility”’.

(c) TITLE I11; ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Section 301(b) of Public
Law 107-250 (116 Stat. 1616), is amended by

by striking
‘“‘granted or
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striking ““18 months” and 36
months”.

(2) PREMARKET NOTIFICATION.—Section 510(0)
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 360(0)), as added by section 302(b) of
Public Law 107-250 (116 Stat. 1616), is amend-
ed—

(A) in paragraph (1)(B), by striking *‘, adul-
terated’” and inserting ‘‘or adulterated’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘, adul-
terated’” and inserting ‘‘or adulterated’’; and

(i) in subparagraph (E), by striking
‘“‘semicritical’’ and inserting ‘‘semi-critical’.

(d) MISCELLANEOUS CORRECTIONS.—

(1) CERTAIN AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 515.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—

(i) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 515(c) of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 360e(c)), as amended by sections 209 and
302(c)(2)(A) of Public Law 107-250 (116 Stat.
1613, 1618), is amended by redesignating para-
graph (3) (as added by section 209 of such Pub-
lic Law) as paragraph (4).

(ii) MODULAR REVIEW.—Section 515(c)(4)(B) of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 360e(c)(4)(B)) is amended by striking
““‘unless an issue of safety’”” and inserting ‘‘un-
less a significant issue of safety’”.

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 210 of
Public Law 107-250 (116 Stat. 1614) is amended
by striking ‘‘, as amended’’ and all that follows
through “‘by adding” and inserting ‘‘is amended
in paragraph (3), as redesignated by section
302(c)(2)(A) of this Act, by adding’’.

(2) CERTAIN AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 738.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 738(a) of the Federal
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Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
379j(a)), as amended by subsection (a), is
amended—

(i) in the matter preceding paragraph (1)—

(1) by striking ‘‘(a) Types of Fees.—Beginning
on’’ and inserting the following:

““(a) TYPES OF FEES.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on’’; and

(1) by striking “‘this section as follows:”” and
inserting ‘‘this section.”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘“(1) PREMARKET APPLICA-
TION,” and inserting the following: ‘‘(2) PRE-
MARKET APPLICATION,”".

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 738 of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 379j), as amended by subparagraph (A),
is amended—

(i) in subsection (d)(1), in the last sentence, by

striking ‘‘subsection (a)(1)(A)”’ and inserting
““subsection (a)(2)(A)"’;
(ii) in subsection (e)(1), by striking ‘‘sub-

section (a)(1)(A)(vii)”” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(@)@)(A)(vii);

(iii) in subsection (e)(2)(C)—

(1) in each of clauses (i) and (ii), by striking
““subsection (a)(1)(A)(vii)”” and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (a)(2)(A)(vii)’; and

(1) in clause (ii), by striking
@@)A)G)” and inserting
@@AM); and

(iv) in subsection (j), by striking ‘‘subsection
(@)(1)(D),” and inserting “‘subsection
@@)(D),”.

(C) ADDITIONAL CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—
Section 102(b)(1) of Public Law 107-250 (116
Stat. 1600) is amended, in the matter preceding
subparagraph  (A), by striking ‘‘section
738(a)(L)(A) (i)’ and inserting ‘“‘section
738(a)(2)(A)(ii)™.

(3) PuBLIC LAW 107-250.—Public Law 107-250 is
amended—

(A) in section 102(a) (116 Stat. 1589), by strik-
ing ““(21 U.S.C. 379F et seq.)”” and inserting ““(21
U.S.C. 379f et seq.)”’;

(B) in section 102(b) (116 Stat. 1600)—

(i) by striking paragraph (2);

(ii) in paragraph (1), by redesignating sub-
paragraphs (A) and (B) as paragraphs (1) and
(2), respectively; and

(iii) by striking:

““(b) FEE EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIN ENTITIES
SUBMITTING PREMARKET REPORTS.—

‘“‘subsection
‘“‘subsection

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

““(1) IN GENERAL.—A person submitting a pre-
market report’’and inserting:

““(b) FEE EXEMPTION FOR CERTAIN ENTITIES
SUBMITTING PREMARKET REPORTS.—A person
submitting a premarket report’’; and

(C) in section 212(b)(2) (116 Stat. 1614), by
striking **, such as phase 1V trials,””.

SEC. 3. REPORT ON BARRIERS TO AVAILABILITY
OF DEVICES INTENDED FOR CHIL-
DREN.

Not later than 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services shall submit to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of
the Senate and the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives a re-
port on the barriers to the availability of devices
intended for the treatment or diagnosis of dis-
eases and conditions that affect children. The
report shall include any recommendations of the
Secretary of Health and Human Services for
changes to existing statutory authority, regula-
tions, or agency policy or practice to encourage
the invention and development of such devices.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GREEN-
wooD) and the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. BROWN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GREENWOOD).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, |
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on S. 1881.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support
of S. 1881, the Medical Devices Tech-
nical Corrections Act. S. 1881 is the
companion to H.R. 3493, a bill I intro-
duced with the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. EsH00), which makes tech-
nical and clarifying amendments to the
Medical Device User Fee and Mod-
ernization Act of 2002. That bill was
signed into law by President Bush on
October 26, 2002, and made sweeping
changes to the laws that govern device
approvals to establish new programs
and streamline processes to accelerate
the availability of medical devices to
patients.

H.R. 3493 passed the House on Janu-
ary 27 by a vote of 333 to zero and S.
1881 had passed by unanimous consent
in the Senate on November 25, 2003. S.
1881 amends the Medical Device User
Fee and Modernization Act to ensure
that it is being implemented properly.

These two bills differ slightly, and
the amended bill we are considering
today is the conferenced version of this
legislation. Staff have resolved the
fairly minor differences between the
Senate and House versions of the legis-
lation, and this legislation should ulti-
mately become law.

Some of the changes are truly tech-
nical, while others clarify the inten-
tions of Congress in the Medical Device
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User Fee Act. For example, this legis-
lation ensures that the user fee reduc-
tions that apply to small businesses
apply for 2004 and years in the future.
In addition, S. 1881, as amended, clari-
fies that as part of the third-party in-
spection program, companies must sub-
mit reports of inspectional findings
consistent with current FDA practices.
And S. 1881 clarifies which data need to
be submitted for a firm to be eligible
for third-party consideration.

Medical devices are some of our
health care system’s most remarkable
innovations. The provisions in this
technical and clarifying amendments
bill will allow the FDA to continue to
reduce review times, increase the effi-
ciency of its operations, and allow
these wonderful technologies to be de-
livered to patients more quickly.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Texas (Chairman BARTON), the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS),
and the ranking members, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL)
and the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN), as well as the gentleman from
California (Mr. WAXMAN) and each of
their staff for this legislation. This has
been another outstanding example of
teamwork and bipartisanship on the
Committee on Energy and Commerce. |
urge Members to support this legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
yield myself such time as | may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to support
this legislation, which will help ensure
that FDA’s medical device user fee and
third-party review programs operate as
intended. The goal of those programs is
to promote timely access to medical
devices without compromising FDA’s
ability to evaluate properly the safety
and effectiveness of those devices.

Successful bipartisan negotiations
produced the authorizing legislation
for these programs, and it is the same
with this follow-up measure. I com-
mend the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. EsHoO) and the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. GREENwOOD) for
their work on this successful com-
mittee effort.

Unfortunately, the need for non-
controversial technical corrections is
not the only obstacle preventing the
medical device user program from ful-
filling its potential. It is important for
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
be aware that continuation of the user
fee program, and it is this program
that enables patients to receive cutting
edge medical devices on a timely basis,
the continuation of the user fee pro-
gram hinges on the appropriations
process.

User fees do no incremental good if
they supplant rather than supplement
Federal spending. As in the successful
prescription drug user fee program, the
continuation of user fees depends on
sufficient annual appropriations. Last
year’s appropriation for medical device
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reviews was insufficient to sustain the
medical device user fee program. If this
year’s appropriation does not address
this shortfall, the user fee program
could very well fold.

Hard work went into establishing
that program. The existence of that
program enables patients more timely
access to medical devices at no addi-
tional cost to American taxpayers. We
need to make sure the program does
not fold.

Mr. Speaker, as this House continues
its rush to give more tax cuts to the
most affluent people in the country,
therefore making a choice to underfund
too often health and education, it is
important that we focus on this very
important, essential program.

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, as the Chair-
man of the appropriations committee that
funds the Food and Drug Administration, | feel
that | must register my concerns.

We have seen user fees for human drugs,
animal drugs, and now medical devices. That
is fine—companies are paying for a service,
and they have been able to invest in FDA to
gain efficiency.

Mr concern arises over requirements in the
user fee legislation for certain levels of appro-
priations for those programs—usually referred
to as “triggers”. Medical devices is the most
extreme example. The authorizing legislation
requires tremendous increases in appropriated
funding.

| would like to submit for the RECORD a let-
ter that Chairman YOuNG and | sent to Chair-
man TAUZIN last October outlining these con-
cerns.

OCTOBER 21, 2003.

Hon. W.J. (Billy) TAuzIN,

Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce,
House of Representatives, Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN TAUZIN: We are writing to
you as our partners in maintaining the via-
bility of the Food and Drug Administration
(FDA). We have a very collegial and positive
working relationship with your Committee
in its role as authorizers for FDA activities,
and we appreciate your diligence in pro-
viding critical oversight. However, we write
to you today with concerns we have as ap-
propriators with the responsibility for set-
ting annual appropriations levels for the
FDA.

We see a trend occurring within the au-
thorizing legislation for user fee programs.
Prescription drug user fees were first author-
ized in 1992. That legislation included a
““trigger’”’ which required that appropriations
for FDA as a whole and for drug review, in
particular, meet certain levels in each of the
years that the user fees were in effect. The
two reauthorizations of those user fees re-
tained the appropriations requirements; in
fact, in the last reauthorization in 2002, addi-
tional triggers were added. Also in 2002, med-
ical devices user fees were enacted. Again,
requirements for FDA appropriations were
integral to the user fee legislation. In the
case of the medical device legislation, the re-
quirement for appropriated funding of the
medical device program included substantial
and sustained increases in budget authority.
The authorization language stipulates that if
the cumulative appropriations trigger is not
met, the user fee program will cease at the
end of fiscal year 2005. This requirement was
included without consultation with the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

Most recently, the House and Senate have
passed similar legislation allowing for the
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collection of animal drug user fees. Again,
both the House and Senate versions of the
bill contain requirements for certain levels
of FDA appropriations. According to some
published reports, your Committee had re-
ceived assurance from the leadership that
funding levels for animal drug reviews would
be increased in fiscal year 2004. Again, the
Committee on Appropriations was not con-
sulted in these negotiations.

In effect, these triggers in user fee legisla-
tion earmark FDA funds for human drugs,
medical devices, and animal drugs. The Com-
mittee on Appropriations has always sup-
ported FDA as a whole and has resisted ef-
forts to add budget authority to one program
area at the expense of another. If we let user
fee triggers drive our decisions, the FDA pro-
grams to suffer would be those not covered
by fees—blood, vaccines, counter-terrorism
activities, food safety, or bovine spongiform
encephalopathy (BSE) prevention. We firmly
believe that a strong FDA must balance the
needs of all its mission areas to best benefit
public health. We have serious concerns
about the prevalence and scope of appropria-
tions requirements embedded in user fee au-
thorizing legislation for FDA, and about the
lack of consultation with our Committee in
legislating such requirements.

A larger problem is the fact that your
Committee’s jurisdiction over the Agri-
culture Appropriations Bill is limited to the
FDA. It is our Committee’s task to establish
fair allocations of resources among com-
peting interests under the jurisdiction of all
authorizing committees. Legislating triggers
for individual programs serves to thwart our
efforts at fairness by favoring a limited num-
ber of programs at the expense of others in
our bill—including the Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC), agriculture research, and
conservation activities. These programs are
critically important to many members and
their constituents.

As always, we are available to discuss the
issue with you, and would be glad to do so.
We share your dedication to improve the ef-
fectiveness and viability of FDA’s programs
that are crucial to our nation’s well being.

Sincerely,
C.W. BILL YOUNG,
Chairman, Committee
on Appropriations.
HENRY BONILLA,
Chairman, Subcommit-
tee on Agriculture,
Rural Development,
FDA and Related
Agencies.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, |
have no further requests for time, and
| yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, |
have no further requests for time, and
| yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GREENWOOD) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S.
1881, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, on
that | demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

March 9, 2004

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS
THAT KIDS LOVE A MYSTERY IS
A PROGRAM THAT PROMOTES
LITERACY AND SHOULD BE EN-
COURAGED

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 373)
expressing the sense of Congress that
Kids Love a Mystery is a program that
promotes literacy and should be en-
couraged.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 373

Whereas knowledge, wisdom, and children
are the greatest assets of a democracy;

Whereas books enable one generation to
pass on its knowledge and wisdom to the
next;

Whereas learning to read is one of the
greatest privileges the Nation extends to its
children;

Whereas children most often choose mys-
teries as their favorite books;

Whereas the Mystery Writers of America
sponsors Kids Love a Mystery, an outreach
program designed to bring mystery writers
and children together to encourage literacy
and the love of reading; and

Whereas the Mystery Writers of America
recognizes the value in celebrating the im-
portance of reading for children: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) Kids Love a Mystery is a program that
helps promote literacy and reading and
should be supported and encouraged; and

(2) the President should issue a proclama-
tion encouraging the people of the United
States and interested groups to promote
Kids Love a Mystery with appropriate pro-
grams and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 373.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
House Concurrent Resolution 373, of-
fered by the gentleman from California
(Mr. GEORGE MILLER). The concurrent
resolution would establish Kids Love a
Mystery Month and recognize the im-
portance of encouraging children to
read books, and especially mystery sto-
ries.

I am pleased that First Lady Laura
Bush has agreed to serve as honorary
chair of Mystery Writers of America’s
Kids Love a Mystery Program. Mrs.
Bush expressed the appropriate senti-
ment for us all when she said, “Our
love of reading is what makes us tuck
a paperback under our arm on the way
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to work; its bedside tables that include
piles of books that we read before we
fall asleep, or continue reading when
we cannot sleep. Oh, the refuge we find
in books and reading, and how mys-
tery, history and intrigue draw us back
again and again.”’

Mr. Speaker, | would dare say there
is not one of us who has not had our
nose buried in a “whodunit’ book, let-
ting our imagination soar in wonder-
ment about what the ending will be.
Whether it is Sherlock Holmes or Dick
Tracy or Harry Potter, or my child-
hood favorite, the Hardy Boys mys-
teries, our support for reading and
writing mystery books is a worthy
cause. Exciting mystery writers over
the years have provided untold hours of
enjoyment to child and adult alike. Ag-
atha Christie, Ellery Queen, Alfred
Hitchcock, Phyllis Whitney, Mickey
Spillane, Mary Higgins Clark, and J.K.
Rowling have enriched our lives and
stimulated our imaginations.

In the Kids Love a Mystery reading
program, participants can earn an
Eddie Award Certificate by registering
with a local sponsor and reading at
least one mystery book. Or partici-
pants may write their own mystery
story and have a panel selected by an
author judge the entry.

I commend the Mystery Writers of
America for recognizing the value and
importance of reading and for observ-
ing October each year as Kids Love a
Mystery Month.

Mr. Speaker, it is fitting and appro-
priate then for Congress to celebrate
the reading for children and agree to
this concurrent resolution establishing
Kids Love a Mystery Month. | urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting it.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support
of H. Con. Res. 373, the resolution of
the gentleman from California (Mr.
GEORGE MILLER) which supports and
promotes Kids Love a Mystery Pro-
gram throughout the United States.

Under the sponsorship of the Mystery
Writers of America organization, this
program brings together authors who
write for juvenile and young adult
readers with children, parents, teach-
ers, and librarians in a nationwide se-
ries of events each October to celebrate
mystery writing.

This year, First Lady Laura Bush
will serve as the honorary chair of the
Kids Love a Mystery program. H. Con.
Res. 373 expresses the sense of Congress
that Kids Love a Mystery is a good pro-
gram that promotes literacy through
the creative process and should be en-
couraged. It underscores our belief that
learning to read is the greatest gift one
generation can bestow on the next.

With this resolution, we encourage
the President to issue a proclamation
in support of the Kids Love a Mystery
Program. This annual program has
proven to be a valuable method to en-
courage literacy, foster deductive rea-
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soning, and enhance critical-thinking
skills for our young readers. The Kids
Love a Mystery Program was developed
by the Mystery Writers of America, a
nonprofit entity that serves as the pre-
mier organization for mystery writers
and other professionals in the mystery
field. Through its chapters in all 50
States, the organization has utilized
the month of October each year to or-
chestrate the Kids Love a Mystery Pro-
gram with particular emphasis on fos-
tering both reading and writing initia-
tives.

Since its inception in 1998, the Kids
Love a Mystery Program has involved
more than 15,000 young readers in 31
States plus the District of Columbia.
Two of the most popular initiatives
within the Kids Love a Mystery Pro-
gram are the presentation of Eddie
Awards, certificates that are given to
every child who registers with a local
participating library, school, bookstore
or even on the Internet and reads at
least one mystery book in the month of
October.

In addition, young readers are en-
couraged to write their own mystery
stories in October to earn an Eddie
Award.

Mr. Speaker, we know that reading is
the basis for all learning, and mystery
stories have proven to be particularly
attractive to young readers. | urge my
colleagues to pass this resolution to
encourage more young people to read.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

In closing, let me say that nothing is
more important to the education of our
children than the ability to read and
read well. We have often heard it said
that we learn to read so we can read to
learn. The importance of that needs to
be accomplished, indeed, as in the con-
text of No Child Left Behind by the
third grade. We will continue to have a
strong emphasis on reading programs
like this resolution in regard to Kids
Love a Mystery. | would just encourage
all of my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle, and it is nice to have an op-
portunity to have a good bipartisan
piece of legislation that we can all sup-
port. We are all behind trying to make
sure that all our children can read and
read well.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage unanimous
support for House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 373.

Mr. Speaker, | yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. GINGREY) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 373.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 31 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

————
[ 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN) at 6 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on three motions to sus-
pend the rules previously postponed.
Votes will be taken in the following
order:

House Resolution 519, by the yeas and
nays;

House Resolution 392, by the yeas and
nays; and

House Resolution 495, by the yeas and
nays.

The votes on S. 1881 and House Con-
current Resolution 373 will be taken to-
morrow.

The first and third electronic votes
will be conducted as 15-minute votes.
The second vote in this series will be a
5-minute vote.

——————

SENSE OF HOUSE WITH RESPECT
TO SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY,
CALIFORNIA, DECEMBER 22, 2003
EARTHQUAKE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and agreeing to the
resolution, H. Res. 519.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Tom
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 519, on which the yeas and nays
are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 404, nays 0,
not voting 29, as follows:

[Roll No. 42]

YEAS—404
Abercrombie Allen Baker
Ackerman Andrews Baldwin
Aderholt Baca Ballance
Akin Bachus Ballenger
Alexander Baird Barrett (SC)
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Bartlett (MD)
Bass
Beauprez
Becerra
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonner
Bono
Boozman
Boswell
Boucher
Boyd
Bradley (NH)
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brown (OH)
Brown (SC)
Brown, Corrine
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Burgess
Burns
Burr
Burton (IN)
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Capuano
Cardin
Cardoza
Carson (IN)
Carson (OK)
Case
Castle
Chabot
Chandler
Chocola
Clay
Clyburn
Coble
Cole
Collins
Conyers
Cooper
Costello
Cox
Cramer
Crane
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cubin
Cummings
Cunningham
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (TN)
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DelLauro
DelLay
Deutsch
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Dooley (CA)
Doolittle
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Edwards
Ehlers
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
English
Eshoo

Etheridge
Evans
Everett
Farr

Fattah
Feeney
Ferguson
Filner
Flake

Foley
Forbes

Ford
Fossella
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Frost
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gingrey
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Goss
Granger
Graves
Green (TX)
Green (WI)
Greenwood
Grijalva
Gutknecht
Harman
Harris

Hart
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hensarling
Herger

Hill
Hinchey
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holden

Holt

Honda
Hooley (OR)
Hostettler
Houghton
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Hyde

Inslee
Isakson
Israel

Issa

Istook
Jackson (IL)
Jefferson
Jenkins
John
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller

Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
Kennedy (RI)
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind

King (1A)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kleczka
Kline
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaHood
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Leach
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Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Lowey
Lucas (KY)
Lucas (OK)
Lynch
Majette
Maloney
Manzullo
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHugh
Mclnnis
Mclintyre
McKeon
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Menendez
Mica
Michaud
Millender-
McDonald
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mollohan
Moore
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Nethercutt
Neugebauer
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nunes
Nussle
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Osborne
Ose
Otter
Owens
Oxley
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Pence
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts
Platts
Pombo
Pomeroy
Porter
Portman
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Rehberg
Renzi
Reynolds

Rogers (AL) Shimkus Tiberi
Rogers (KY) Shuster Tierney
Rogers (MI) Simmons Towns
Rohrabacher Simpson Turner (OH)
Ros-Lehtinen Skelton Turner (TX)
Ross Slayghter Udall (NM)
Rothman Sm!th (M1) Upton
Roybal-Allard Sm!th (NJ) Van Hollen
Royce Sm!th (TX) Velazquez
Ruppersberger Smith (WA) Visclosky
Ryan (OH) Sny_der vitter
Ryan (WI) Solis Wwalden (OR)
Ryun (KS) Souder Walsh
Sabo Spratt Wam
Sanchez, Linda Stark Watelss

T. Stearns
Sanchez, Loretta Stenholm Watson
Sanders Strickland Wwatt
Sandlin Stupak Wa?<man
Saxton Sullivan Weiner
Schakowsky Sweeney Weldon (PA)
Schiff Tancredo Weller
Schrock Tanner Whitfield
Scott (GA) Tauscher Wicker
Scott (VA) Taylor (MS) Wilson (NM)
Sensenbrenner Taylor (NC) Wilson (SC)
Serrano Terry Wolf
Sessions Thomas Woolsey
Shaw Thompson (CA) Wu
Shays Thompson (MS) Wynn
Sherman Thornberry Young (AK)
Sherwood Tiahrt Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—29

Barton (TX) Gutierrez Ortiz
Bell Hall Reyes
Bereuter Hinojosa Rodriguez
Carter Hoeffel Rush
Culberson Jackson-Lee Shadegg
Davis (IL) (TX) Tauzin
DeMint Johnson, Sam Toomey
Doggett Kucinich Udall (CO)
Gephardt Miller (FL) Weldon (FL)
Gonzalez Murtha Wexler

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN) (during the vote). Members
are advised 2 minutes remain in this
vote.
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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRATULATING DETROIT
SHOCK FOR WINNING 2003 WOM-
EN’S NATIONAL BASKETBALL
ASSOCIATION CHAMPIONSHIP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and agreeing to the
resolution, H. Res. 392.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs.
MILLER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 392, on which the yeas and nays
are ordered.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 401, nays 0,
not voting 32, as follows:

[Roll No. 43]

YEAS—401
Abercrombie Alexander Bachus
Ackerman Allen Baird
Aderholt Andrews Baker
Akin Baca Baldwin

Ballance
Ballenger
Barrett (SC)
Bartlett (MD)
Bass
Beauprez
Becerra
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonner
Bono
Boozman
Boswell
Boucher
Boyd
Bradley (NH)
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brown (OH)
Brown (SC)
Brown, Corrine
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Burgess
Burns
Burr
Burton (IN)
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Capuano
Cardin
Cardoza
Carson (IN)
Carson (OK)
Case
Castle
Chabot
Chandler
Chocola
Clay
Clyburn
Coble
Cole
Collins
Conyers
Cooper
Costello
Cox
Cramer
Crane
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cubin
Cummings
Cunningham
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (TN)
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DelLauro
DelLay
Deutsch
Diaz-Balart, L.

Diaz-Balart, M.

Dicks
Dingell
Dooley (CA)
Doolittle
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Edwards
Ehlers
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
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English
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Everett
Farr

Fattah
Feeney
Ferguson
Filner
Flake

Foley
Forbes

Ford
Fossella
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Frost
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gingrey
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Goss
Granger
Graves
Green (TX)
Green (WI)
Greenwood
Grijalva
Gutknecht
Harman
Harris

Hart
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hensarling
Herger

Hill
Hinchey
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holden

Holt

Honda
Hooley (OR)
Hostettler
Houghton
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Hyde

Inslee
Isakson
Israel

Issa

Istook
Jackson (IL)
Jefferson
Jenkins
John
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller

Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
Kennedy (RI)
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind

King (1A)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kleczka
Kline
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaHood
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham

LaTourette
Leach
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Lowey
Lucas (KY)
Lucas (OK)
Lynch
Majette
Maloney
Manzullo
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHugh
Mclnnis
Mclintyre
McKeon
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Menendez
Mica
Michaud
Millender-
McDonald
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mollohan
Moore
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Nethercutt
Neugebauer
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nunes
Nussle
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Osborne
Ose
Otter
Owens
Oxley
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Pence
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts
Platts
Pombo
Pomeroy
Porter
Portman
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Rehberg
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Renzi Sherwood Tiberi
Reynolds Shimkus Tierney
Rogers (AL) Shuster Towns
Rogers (KY) Simmons Turner (OH)
Rogers (MI) Simpson Turner (TX)
Rohrabacher Skelton Udall (NM)
Ross Sla_ughter Upton
Rothman Sm!th (MI) Van Hollen
Roybal-Allard Sm!th (NJ) Velazquez
Royce Sm!th (TX) Visclosky
Ruppersberger Smith (WA) Vitter
Ryan (OH) Snyder Walden (OR)
Ryan (WI) Solis W.
alsh

Ryun (KS) Souder Wamn
Sabo Spratt Wate?s
Sanchez, Linda Stark

T. Stearns Watson
Sanchez, Loretta Stenholm Watt
Sanders Strickland Wa?(man
Sandlin Stupak Weiner
Saxton Sullivan Weldon (PA)
Schakowsky Sweeney Weller
Schiff Tancredo Whitfield
Schrock Tanner Wicker
Scott (GA) Tauscher Wilson (NM)
Scott (VA) Taylor (MS) Wilson (SC)
Sensenbrenner Taylor (NC) Wolf
Serrano Terry Woolsey
Sessions Thomas Wu
Shaw Thompson (CA) Wynn
Shays Thompson (MS) Young (AK)
Sherman Thornberry Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—32
Barton (TX) Gutierrez Reyes
Bell Hall Rodriguez
Bereuter Hinojosa Ros-Lehtinen
Capps Hoeffel Rush
Carter Jackson-Lee Shadegg
Culberson (TX) Tauzin
Davis (IL) Johnson, Sam Tiahrt
DeMint Kucinich Toomey
Doggett Miller (FL) Udall (CO)
Gephardt Murtha Weldon (FL)
Gonzalez Ortiz Wexler
J 1905

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
CONGRATULATING THE SAN JOSE
EARTHQUAKES FOR  WINNING

THE 2003 MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER
CUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN). The pending business is the
question of suspending the rules and
agreeing to the resolution, H. Res. 475.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs.
MILLER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 475, on which the yeas and nays
are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 399, nays 0,
not voting 34, as follows:

[Roll No. 44]

YEAS—399
Abercrombie Baldwin Biggert
Ackerman Ballance Bilirakis
Aderholt Ballenger Bishop (GA)
Akin Barrett (SC) Bishop (NY)
Alexander Bartlett (MD) Bishop (UT)
Allen Bass Blackburn
Andrews Beauprez Blumenauer
Baca Becerra Blunt
Bachus Berkley Boehlert
Baird Berman Boehner
Baker Berry Bonilla

Bonner
Bono
Boozman
Boswell
Boucher
Boyd
Bradley (NH)
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brown (OH)
Brown (SC)
Brown, Corrine
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Burgess
Burns
Burr
Burton (IN)
Calvert
Camp
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Capuano
Cardin
Cardoza
Carson (IN)
Carson (OK)
Case
Castle
Chabot
Chandler
Chocola
Clay
Clyburn
Coble
Cole
Collins
Conyers
Cooper
Costello
Cox
Cramer
Crane
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cubin
Cummings
Cunningham
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (TN)
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DelLauro
DeLay
Deutsch
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Dooley (CA)
Doolittle
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Edwards
Ehlers
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
English
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Everett
Farr
Fattah
Feeney
Ferguson
Filner
Flake
Foley
Forbes
Ford
Fossella
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Frost
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)

Gerlach
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gingrey
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Goss
Granger
Graves
Green (TX)
Green (WI)
Greenwood
Grijalva
Gutknecht
Harman
Harris

Hart
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hensarling
Herger

Hill
Hinchey
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holden

Holt

Honda
Hooley (OR)
Hostettler
Houghton
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Hyde

Inslee
Isakson
Israel

Issa

Istook
Jackson (IL)
Jefferson
Jenkins
John
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Keller
Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
Kennedy (RI)
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind

King (1A)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kleczka
Kline
Knollenberg
Kolbe
LaHood
Lampson
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Leach

Lee

Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Lowey
Lucas (KY)
Lucas (OK)
Lynch
Majette
Maloney
Manzullo
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
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Matsui
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHugh
Mclnnis
Mclintyre
McKeon
McNulty
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Menendez
Mica
Michaud
Millender-
McDonald
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mollohan
Moore
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Nethercutt
Neugebauer
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nunes
Nussle
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Osborne
Ose
Otter
Owens
Oxley
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Pence
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Pickering
Pitts
Platts
Pombo
Pomeroy
Porter
Portman
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Putnam
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Regula
Rehberg
Renzi
Reynolds
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Ross
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Sabo
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sanders
Sandlin
Saxton
Schakowsky
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Schiff Spratt Van Hollen
Schrock Stark Velazquez
Scott (GA) Stearns Visclosky
Scott (VA) Stenholm Vitter
Sensenbrenner Strickland Walden (OR)
Serrano Sullivan Walsh
Sessions Sweeney Wamp
Shaw Tancredo Waters
Shays Tanner Watson
Sherman Tauscher Watt
Sherwood Taylor (MS) Waxman
Shimkus Taylor (NC) Weiner
Shuster Terry Weldon (PA)
Simmons Thomas Weller
Simpson Thompson (CA) Whitfield
Skelton Thompson (MS) Wicker
Slaughter Tiahrt Wilson (NM)
Smith (MI) Tiberi Wilson (SC)
Smith (NJ) Tierney Wolf
Smith (TX) Towns Woolsey
Smith (WA) Turner (OH) Wu
Snyder Turner (TX) Wynn
Solis Udall (NM) Young (AK)
Souder Upton Young (FL)
NOT VOTING—34
Barton (TX) Hall Rodriguez
Bell Hinojosa Ros-Lehtinen
Bereuter Hoeffel Rush
Buyer Jackson-Lee Shadegg
Carter (TX) Stupak
Culberson Johnson, Sam Tauzin
Davis (IL) Kucinich Thornberry
DeMint Meehan
Doggett Miller (FL) EgngT?C/O)
Gephardt Murtha Weldon (FL)
Gonzalez Ortiz
Gutierrez Reyes Wexler

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN) (during the vote). Members
are advised there are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.
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So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall vote
No. 44 | was unavoidably detained. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. Speaker, | was absent
during rollcall Vote Nos. 42, 43, and 44. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea” on
each of those votes.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, un-
fortunately, | was unable to be present for to-
day’s votes. Had | been present | would have
voted “yea” on the following resolutions: H.
Res. 519—Expressing the sense of the House
of Representatives with respect to the earth-
quake that occurred in San Luis Obispo Coun-
ty, CA, on December 22, 2003 (Representa-
tive THOMAS); H. Res. 392—Congratulating the
Detroit Shock for winning the 2003 Women'’s
National Basketball Association championship
(Representative CONYERS); and H. Res. 475—
Congratulating the San Jose Earthquakes for
winning the 2003 Major League Soccer Cup
(Representative HONDA).
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF

H.R. 339, PERSONAL RESPONSI-
BILITY IN FOOD CONSUMPTION
ACT

Mr. SESSIONS, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 108-435) on the resolution (H.
Res. 552) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 339) to prevent frivolous
lawsuits against the manufacturers,
distributors, or sellers of food or non-
alcoholic beverage products that com-
ply with applicable statutory and regu-
latory requirements, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BONNER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 7, 2003, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS SHOULD
RENEW ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. McCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, assault weapons will go back
on American streets in 188 days.

We pay a heavy toll at the hands of
criminals, gangs, and terrorists. The
average cost of a gunshot wound is
more than $16,000 to treat. Treating se-
vere gunshot injuries like wounds to
the head or spinal cord can run well
over $1 million. The direct medical
costs for firearms or related injuries is
$4 billion a year; $4 billion a year. Half
of that is paid by us as taxpayers.

I know that the police across this Na-
tion want to make sure that we keep
assault weapons off the streets. Mr.
Speaker, when we see that we are cut-
ting the money for the COPS program
and yet allowing assault weapons back
on the street, to me it does not make
any sense. Since | have been talking
about this every Tuesday, we are hear-
ing from people around the Nation.
What | am saying to the people of this
country is you do have a voice, and you
can call Members of Congress and the
Senate to make sure that we are al-
lowed to bring the bill up on the floor
so we can vote for it.

This is not the time to go backwards.
In the last 10 years, we have seen cer-
tainly it come down as far as assault
weapon Killings. We have a report from
the FBI. Before the ban went in place,
one out of every five cops that were
shot were shot with an assault weapon.
Why should we go backwards? When we
know that there might be a possibility
of having terrorists here in this coun-
try, when we know that gangs and drug
dealers, these are the guns of choice,
why would we want assault weapons
back on the street?
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Mr. Speaker, $4 billion a year in
health costs. | can talk about my own
son who was shot. He was shot in the
head. His medical care has cost over $1
million already, and the total keeps
going higher and higher. This is going
on with so many people. There are
things that we can prevent. We cannot
prevent every shooting; we cannot. We
cannot see to it that every police offi-
cer is being protected. But we can do a
better job, and that is by renewing the
assault weapons ban by September 13.

Mr. Speaker, 10 years ago, before |
came to Congress, | was here lobbying
the Members of Congress to make sure
we had an assault weapons bill passed.
There are some that will say the as-
sault weapons bill has not worked.
Well, it has worked; but there are loop-
holes in it, and those loopholes are
where the gun manufacturers are al-
lowed to make copycats of the guns
that were banned. One of the guns that
everyone is watching on CNN and all of
the other stations tonight is the Bush-
master, the guns that were used by the
snipers in the D.C. area. That is a copy-
cat. That is a gun that was originally
banned. Yet the gun manufacturers
allow these to have copycats and put
back on our streets.

Do we actually want on September 14
for anyone to be able to go into a gun
store and buy an assault weapon? Is
this what this Nation is coming to?

Mr. Speaker, I am not for taking
away the right of someone to own a
gun. | happen to believe that if people
want to own a gun, they have a right to
own a gun. But assault weapons are
made for Kkilling machines. Assault
weapons are made for our Army. When
we see our police officers and they have
to wear protective gear, assault weap-
ons can go through that. One of the
other things that a lot of people do not
understand is, when we did the ban
back 10 years ago, we cut back the
amount of bullets in a clip, down to 10.
On the Long Island Rail Road, the clips
that were used by Collin Ferguson to
do his killing and shooting of people
had 15 bullets in the clip.
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And every one of those bullets made
their mark. And he was able to get 30
rounds off and Kill six people and in-
jure 19.

Hunters give animals a better chance
of survival than we do with these large
capacity clips. Our police officers are
allowed to have these large capacity
clips, our military are allowed to. And
that is fine. 1 do not believe that our
hunters need them, | do not believe
that our ordinary citizens need those
kind of clips.

These are things that we should be
doing. Those are good safety laws.
Those are good gun safety laws.

I hope that the American people will
take up this challenge and demand
that we are able to bring this vote up
before September 13. It would be a
shame to see assault weapons back on
the street.
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ASSIGNING MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED SERVICES TO BORDER
PATROL DUTIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BONNER). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. GOODE) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GOODE. Mr. Speaker, 1 would
like to express my gratitude to U.S.
Border Control and the thousands of
Americans from coast to coast who
have taken the time and the trouble to
send e-mails, letters, postcards and pe-
titions to Congress urging their Rep-
resentatives and Senators to support
my legislation to authorize the Sec-
retary of Defense to assign members of
our Armed Forces to assist the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security in the per-
formance of border protection duties.

Clearly, the need for such assistance
has never been greater. Every year our
border crisis worsens. First it was
drugs, then disease, then it was illegal
aliens crossing by the hundreds, and
now by the millions. And now terror-
ists could be crossing our borders, de-
termined to rain death and destruction
upon us.

If there were ever a time for the
United States to put troops on the bor-
der, this is it. We are fighting enemies
who have already brought the battle to
our shores and are threatening to do it
again. It makes no sense to have thou-
sands of troops guarding borders
throughout the world while our own
borders are wide open and undefended
in a time of war.

According to U.S. Border Control,
every recent survey conducted shows
the vast majority of Americans support
allowing troops on the border. Con-
stituents are beginning to question
how we can claim to be serious about
combating issues like drug smuggling,
people smuggling and terrorism when
it was unable to take such a simple and
non-intrusive step as putting troops on
the border. Last year the House adopt-
ed the amendment that would author-
ize the troops on our borders. Unfortu-
nately, it did not survive conference. |
hope this year we will be able to see it
survive the entire legislative process.

I urge my colleagues to join in giving
the executive branch the authority it
needs to assign members of our Armed
Forces to assist Homeland Security in
securing our borders from these threats
to our Nation.

———

TAX CUTS AND THE LATEST
EMPLOYMENT DATA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, on Fri-
day the government announced its lat-
est employment data. Unfortunately,
the news for working Americans or
Americans trying to find jobs was real-
ly bad. 21,000 jobs nationally were cre-
ated. Now, remember, of course, it was
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just 2 weeks ago that the President’s
principal economic advisor Mr.
Mankiw, the same person who says it is
good to export jobs, it helps the econ-
omy, predicted that the Bush tax cuts
would produce 200,000 jobs a month. Of
course, the President’s former eco-
nomic advisor, who was a little bit too
honest about the cost of the war in
Iraq, Mr. Lindsey, predicted the same
thing last year and the jobs did not
materialize.

Well, we are in the same situation
now. They predicted 200,000. 21,000 were
created. Now, were these jobs created
because of tax cuts? Well, actually, no,
because the 21,000 jobs that were cre-
ated were government jobs. They were
State and local government jobs. So
the tax cuts had absolutely no impact
on stimulating those governments to
hire more people. That is for certain.

So, we now have 8.2 million unem-
ployed Americans, 4.4 million Ameri-
cans involuntarily working part-time.
They would like to work full-time.
They need to work full-time. They can-
not find full-time work.

Three million private sector jobs
have been lost since the beginning of
the Bush 43 administration. That is the
worst job creation or destruction
record since Herbert Hoover in the
1920s. 3,000 manufacturing jobs lost last
month, 2.8 million lost since the begin-
ning of the Bush administration. But
just today, the President was saying he
is a radical free trader. There is noth-
ing but free trade. The alternative to
absolute free trade and exporting our
jobs and our industrial and manufac-
turing base and impoverishing the
working people of America is protec-
tionism or isolationism.

Well, there is a pretty big ground be-
tween those two things. Some managed
trade, something that would bring jobs
or keep jobs of value here in America,
might maintain our industrial and
manufacturing and IT infrastructure,
might not be a bad idea. But not to this
President. His chief economic advisor
says job exports are great. Yeah, they
make a few people a lot of money: Cor-
porate CEOs, some stockholders, but
they sure do put a lot of Americans out
of work and hollow out the wealth of
this country long term.

Now, we saw the unemployment rate
stay at 5.6 percent. Sounds pretty good
except the reason it stayed there is be-
cause 392,000 people gave up looking for
work. There is no prospect for them
out there. So guess what? In the great
world of George Bush and Mr. Mankiw,
they do not count anymore. Americans
who are unemployed who would like to
work, but who are totally discouraged
and give up looking for work, they do
not count as unemployed in their
world. This is pretty strange.

But the President says he has a solu-
tion to make his tax cuts permanent.
That is, these unbelievably expensive
tax cuts that would take place after
the year 2010, now all the tax cuts he
has already had which have put the
country into the deepest fiscal hole in
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our history, are not creating the jobs.
His free trade policy is not creating the
jobs. He wants more free trade, he
wants more tax cuts.

Maybe it is time to think about real
investments, investments in infra-
structure. You create 47,500 jobs with
every billion dollars you spend on
roads, bridges, and highways. We have
bridges and roads crumbling across
America. But what has the President
and the White House doing? They are
stonewalling the highway bill. The
highway bill has expired. And nothing
is happening because they will not
agree on an adequate bill. They say oh,
no, we want a low-ball bill. We do not
believe that building roads, bridges,
and highways creates jobs.

No, it does not create jobs overseas,
like Mr. Mankiw thinks are great, it
does not make investors rich. It does
not give them tax benefits. But it puts
a heck of a lot of the people in the con-
struction industry to work, and a
whole lot of small businesses to work
and a whole lot of communities with
some wealth and money flowing
through those communities, that
would do something for this country.
That would put people back to work.

He will not even extend unemploy-
ment benefits for those who cannot
find work but want it. He says we can-
not afford it. There are $17 billion in
the unemployment trust fund, paid in
by employers and employees sitting
there. He does not even have to borrow
the money. He is borrowing the money
for tax cuts for rich people. He does not
even have to borrow the money to ex-
tend unemployment benefits for those
Americans who want and cannot find
work. He just has to authorize spend-
ing down some of the trust fund.

That trust fund this year is actually
going to grow. It is going to grow. Of
course, the money will be borrowed and
given away in tax cuts to wealthy
which will put people to work, he says,
but it does not.

Now, just one last point on these tax
cuts. One of the things he is really
pushing for is a permanent extension of
estates worth more than $5 million
from any taxation. He says that will
really put people back to work in this
country. That would be after 2010. That
costs $80 billion a year. Money drained
out of the rest of the economy, drained
from other taxpayers and Social Secu-
rity to benefit a very, very small per-
centage.

This is voodoo economics at
worst, as his dad would have said.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. DREIER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
JOBS, ECONOMY, AND TAXES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, it has been
said by some that the American econ-
omy is in chaos and decline. I come to
the floor today to counter such non-
sense with the facts. After the shocks
of the recession and the tragedy of 9/11,
the economy has experienced 60 con-
secutive months of job growth and dur-
ing that time has added a total of
364,000 new jobs to the economy. In
point of fact, the unemployment rate is
currently lower, lower than the aver-
age unemployment rate during the
1970s, the 1980s and even the 1990s.

Since 2001, the U.S. economy has
grown more than twice as fast as the
economies of Europe and Japan. Our
economy is in better shape and growing
faster than any member of the G-7
group of industrialized nations. Amer-
ica is the largest exporter in the world
and the main source of economic
growth in the world. Productivity
growing at 4.1 percent annually over
the last 3 years is at an historic high.
The economy is expected to grow faster
from 2003 to 2004 than any other year in
the last 20.

Mr. Speaker, the number of Ameri-
cans working today stands at 138.3 mil-
lion, the highest number in the history
of this Nation, higher even than the
number of Americans who were work-
ing in January of 2001. And most Amer-
icans are prospering like they never
have before, with family net worth hit-
ting a record high of $44.4 trillion. This
is in part because the home ownership
rate stands at 68.5 percent also an his-
toric high.

I cite these figures not because | be-
lieve there is nothing that can or
should be done to further promote eco-
nomic growth and job creation, but in-
stead, to provide some perspective on
how the media and the other side of the
aisle are misrepresenting and
misportraying the facts concerning the
state of our economy.

Mr. Speaker, the truth is most Amer-
icans are not fond of the pointless de-
bate over when the recent recession
began or who was responsible for it.
This debate does nothing to lower the
unemployment rate. It is an exercise in
political histrionics.

We are now experiencing economic
recovery and that is something most
Americans do care about. What mat-
ters to them is how to maintain and
sustain and expand that recovery. To
sustain this recovery, | believe we need
to simplify the Tax Code. We need to
reduce the burden of frivolous lawsuits
on our economy. We need to pass an en-
ergy bill to ensure an affordable and re-
liable energy supply. We need to
streamline regulations and paperwork
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requirements on small businesses that
are the driving force for job creation in
this country. And we need to reduce
the deficit.

Mr. Speaker, Congress is beginning
the effort to tackle the budget deficit,
which | believe has been primarily
caused by out-of-control spending and
should be solved by controlling the
growth in spending. We could balance
the Federal budget within 5 years if we
held increases in Federal spending to 2
percent a year. Inside the Beltway I
know, to some that is an unthinkable
sacrifice, but how many families, how
many businesses had to limit their
spending by similar amounts during
the last few years? What we must not
do is pass legislation that would make
this economic recovery come to an ab-
rupt halt.

We should not take the easy way out
of our budget problem by raising taxes.
The tax cuts for families and small
businesses created this economic re-
covery and raising taxes would put the
breaks on this economic recovery.

———

SAFETY FOR AMERICANS FROM
NUCLEAR WEAPONS TESTING ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. MATHESON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MATHESON. Mr. Speaker, today
I announce the introduction of legisla-
tion called the Safety for Americans
From Nuclear Weapons Testing Act.
Let me describe the history and the
events that have led me to the intro-
duction of this legislation.

Our country began open-air testing of
nuclear weapons in 1951. Between 1951
and 1992, over 1,000 weapons tests took
place, over 100 above ground and over
800 below ground as well.

Now, what is interesting about this is
the government told the citizens of
this country that the testing was safe.
And I, like a lot of people in Utah, have
roots in southern Utah, and my rel-
atives live in southern Utah. They said
it was safe too.
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I remember my dad telling me how
people would wake up and watch the
sky light up in the morning from the
tests.

People in southern Utah take a back
seat to no one when it comes to their
patriotism and their support of a
strong national defense. What is unfor-
tunate in this story is that the govern-
ment lied. They lied to the people in
southern Utah. They lied to anyone
who was down wind of the fallout from
the nuclear testing. In fact, the govern-
ment knew they were putting people at
risk. They kept that information quiet.
It was not until the early 1980s that
documents in the Pentagon were de-
classified that showed that in fact the
government only conducted the testing
when the wind blew the fallout in the
least populated direction, which hap-
pened to be southern Utah.
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Now, a lot of people say, Wait a
minute. We used to have those above-
ground tests, but now they are below
ground. This is an underground test
right here. This was in 1970. This was
an underground test. The dust and de-
bris went 10,000 feet into the atmos-
phere. So the notion that underground
testing is in and of itself safe, | think
a picture is worth more than a thou-
sand words.

Now, what happened in Utah is rates
of cancer are much higher than else-
where in southern Utah. Ultimately,
the government admitted culpability
when Congress passed something called
the Radiation Exposure Compensation
Act, which provided monetary com-
pensation to individuals who happened
to be living in certain counties that re-
ceived high amounts of fallout from
nuclear testing. Yes, the government
ultimately did admit its culpability.

Why am | talking about introducing
this legislation today? Because Con-
gress in the past year has taken some
actions that are taking us down the
path to renewal of nuclear testing of
the Nevada test site. Since 1992 there
has been a moratorium on testing. Con-
gress voted in the last year to remove
what is called the Spratt First Amend-
ment which prevented development of
new nuclear weapons. Congress also in
its appropriations process voted to
move ahead in funding of the develop-
ment of a new generation of nuclear
weapons. And development of a new
generation of nuclear weapons to me
means we are going down the path to
additional nuclear testing. That is why
I have introduced this bill.

Now, you can say that this bill is im-
portant just because of its impact in
the West and particularly in Utah, but
this is not just a Western issue. This is
a national issue.

It turns out when we studied one of
the significant isotopes from previous
testing, lodine 131, and showed the con-
centrations in each county; every
county in the lower 48 States had con-
centrations of lodine 131. Interestingly
enough, if you look at this map, you
will notice you have some counties up
here in New York and Vermont that
had higher concentrations than some
counties in southern Utah. This once
again from the National Cancer Insti-
tute demonstrates that fallout from
nuclear testing is a national issue. It
should be an issue of national concern.

That is why | have introduced today
the Safety for Americans From Nu-
clear Weapons Testing Act. Let me de-
scribe what the act does. First of all, it
would require before any testing hap-
pens that the Federal Government con-
duct a full national environmental pol-
icy act review to assess health, safety
and environmental impacts prior to
conducting nuclear weapons testing. It
requires congressional authorization
prior to the possible resumption of nu-
clear weapons testing as well. If those
steps are completed, it would require 1
week’s public notice prior to any test,
and it is going to require much more
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extensive monitoring for potential re-
leases of radiation beyond the Nevada
test site. It would require the Depart-