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retirement, and wish her, and her wonderful
husband Bill, all the happiness in the future.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it has come to
my attention that Dr. Helen Washburn will re-
tire as President of Cottey College in Nevada,
Missouri. Cottey College is a two-year, inde-
pendent women'’s college that for the past 18
years has benefitted from the fine leadership
of Dr. Washburn.

In her time at Cottey College, Dr. Washburn
has been the most valuable of leaders. Seeing
needs, she worked to address them and make
the experience at Cottey of the highest quality.
As an example, Dr. Washburn was instru-
mental in combating a trend that she observed
of young women losing interest in math and
sciences at a young age. In response, she
created a summer science camp held on the
Cottey campus. This camp was exclusively for
young women. In addition, Dr. Washburn's
long-range planning efforts resulted in an As-
sociate of Science degree to compliment the
Associate of Arts already offered.

Dr. Washburn’s efforts to aid in the edu-
cation of young women can be seen in other
aspects of Cottey College. She led the cam-
paign to construct the Rubie Burton Academic
Center, a state-of-the-art academic facility that
helps students keep up with the latest tech-
nology. The Center for Women’'s Leadership
aids young women in becoming tomorrow’s
leaders. Most recently, under Dr. Washburn’s
leadership, Cottey College received ten-year
continued accreditation with The Higher Learn-
ing Commission of the North Central Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools.

In recognition of the many accomplishments
realized during her time as President of Cottey
College, Dr. Washburn has been the recipient
of many awards. For her efforts in creating an
international community on campus, the
French government named her an Officer in
the National Order of Merit. In 2003, she was
named Chief Executive Officer of the Year for
District VI of the Council for the Advancement
and Support of Education. In addition, the Uni-
versity of Idaho, from which she earned her
bachelor's and master's degrees, presented
her with the prestigious Silver and Gold
award, an honor based on career achieve-
ment, and the University of Idaho Alumni As-
sociation inducted Dr. Washburn into its Hall
of Fame.

There can be no greater testament to an
educator than the accomplishments of her stu-
dents. The many women who have passed
through the halls of Cottey College under the
leadership and direction of Dr. Washburn have
proven to be a worthy and lasting legacy. And
though Dr. Washburn will soon be leaving the
Cottey campus, many more women in the
years to come will benefit from her out-
standing work during her 18 years as its Presi-
dent.

Mr. Speaker, | am sure the Members of the
House will join me in honoring Dr. Helen
Washburn for her years of service and in
wishing her all the best in the days ahead.
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Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of SPC Jacob S. Fletcher,
a fallen soldier from my district. SPC Fletcher
gave his life on November 13, 2003 in
Samarra, Iraq.

Jacob was the most recent in a long line of
heroes to make the ultimate sacrifice for his
country. In the two and a quarter centuries of
our nation’s history, our country has faced
seemingly insurmountable obstacles. But in
generation after generation, Americans have
risen to the occasion and met every challenge.

In the 18th century, our forefathers were
able to beat back the greatest military super-
power in the world to secure our independ-
ence. In the 19th century, Americans defeated
the greatest injustice in the world—slavery.
And in the 20th century, millions of patriots, in
what has come to be known as America’s
greatest generation, defeated the greatest evil
the world has ever known—the Nazis. Jacob
was part of a generation that faces a newer,
but no less dangerous tyranny.

He was born and raised on Long Island. In
many ways, he was very much like the hun-
dreds of thousands of other children in our
country—with one remarkable exception.
Jacob was willing to make the ultimate sac-
rifice to secure the blessings of liberty—for his
countrymen, for our children, and for Amer-
ica’s future. By sacrificing himself for our way
of life, Jacob died an American hero.

By fighting for a better world, Jacob, as the
poet John Gillespie Magee, Jr. wrote, “slipped
the surly bonds of earth” to “touch the face of
God.” May his name be remembered through-
out history, and may he serve as a source of
strength and pride to future American genera-
tions.

———
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Armenian Relief Society Western
Region as it celebrates its 20th anniversary of
serving communities in the United States.

Founded in 1910, the Armenian Relief Soci-
ety brought together the existing women'’s
groups into a cohesive nationwide organiza-
tion with the main goal of serving the needs of
the victims of the Armenian genocide. As an
independent  non-government and non-
sectarian organization, the Armenian Relief
Society serves the social and educational
needs of Armenian communities throughout
the world, seeking to preserve the cultural
identity of the Armenian nation as well as
bringing humanitarian aid to all communities in
distress—Armenian and non-Armenian alike.

In response to the growing needs of the
communities, the ARSWR was established as
a region in 1984. The 26 chapters of the
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Western Region have an extensive program of
service to the community such as assisting
newly arrived immigrants with clarification of
legal matters, translation, preparation of docu-
ments, employment, distribution of food and
other necessities and financial aid, serving
over 50,000 clients annually. In an effort to en-
hance the education of the society’s members
and encourage their involvement in public
service, the ARS sponsors many educational
programs such as summer camps, Saturday
schools, numerous scholarships, and cultural
activities including lectures, concerts and art
exhibitions. One of the most successful pro-
grams has been the “Sponsor a Child” pro-
gram through which the Western Region cur-
rently sponsors over 1000 children.

The ARSWR has been able to meet and ful-
fill its challenges for 20 years because of a
base of dedicated grassroots supporters, vol-
unteers and donors. It is this partnership that
has made such growth and impact possible
and will continue to do so in the 21st century.

It is my distinct honor to recognize the Ar-
menian Relief Society Western Region’s innu-
merable accomplishments over the years. |
ask all members to join me in congratulating
ARS Western Region’s 20 years of myriad of
cultural and social contributions to all aspects
of the community.

——
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Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
one of my Academy appointees that has truly
distinguished himself at the U.S. Air Force
Academy. 2nd Lt. Chris Ayoub of Richardson,
Texas. Chris was recently honored last week
as the U.S. Air Force Cadet of the Year.

The Air Force Cadet of the Year Award was
established by the Air Squadron of the United
Kingdom to recognize the best cadet in a
United States Air Force Commissioning Pro-
gram. The British Air Squadron is a private or-
ganization comprised of British citizens who
wish to pay tribute to the U.S. military for the
support it has provided to the United Kingdom
over the years. 2nd Lt. Ayoub is the fourth re-
cipient of the Air Force Cadet of the Year
Award.

The Honorable James Roche, Secretary of
the Air Force; General John P. Jumper, Air
Force Chief of Staff and native Texan; Gen-
eral Michael “Buzz” Moseley, Air Force Vice
Chief of Staff and native Texan; Royal Air
Force Air Commodore Jerry J. Witts, British
Air Attaché and Assistant Defence Attaché;
and the Honorable Christopher Sharples, Air
Squadron of the United Kingdom, were on
hand for the presentation of the award at the
Pentagon on Thursday, March 4, 2004.

| was honored to see Chris receive his
award at the Pentagon last Thursday, and to
be with him for his visit to the White House.
President Bush congratulated 2nd Lt. Ayoub
on this prestigious and well-deserved award.

| salute Chris for his commitment to serve
the country and the U.S. Air Force, as | know
that this will be the first of many accomplish-
ments during his tenure of service.
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