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to enter the labor market because of the lack
of jobs.

Over 760,000 people have exhausted their
unemployment benefits between the end of
December and the end of February, and two
million are projected to lose their benefits by
June without an extension of these benefits.
To make matters worse, President Bush has
proposed to cut nearly $1.8 billion in job train-
ing and vocational education funding since he
took office, eliminating training opportunities
for thousands of workers. Now House Repub-
licans answer these dire economic conditions
by proposing a Budget Resolution without any
meaningful help for American workers:

The Republican Budget Resolution would
freeze job training and vocational education
funding. The Budget resolution utilizes its pal-
try increase for programs other than job train-
ing, leaving no room for an increase for these
critical initiatives.

The Republican Budget Resolution contains
no funding for an extension of unemployment
benefits. The Bush Administration and Con-
gressional Republicans have failed to extend
unemployment benefits despite continued high
unemployment and lack of job growth, and de-
spite the fact that $20 billion will be sitting, un-
tapped, in the Unemployment Insurance Trust
funds at the end of March.

President Bush’s budget severely cuts avail-
able child care assistance and the Republican
budget resolution does nothing to rectify this
situation. Despite the importance of quality
child care on later academic achievement and
despite research demonstrating how child care
is the most important work support keeping
low income workers employed, the Republican
budgets significantly decrease the number of
children served by the federal child care as-
sistance program.

According to the President's own budget
documents, his decision to freeze child care
funding will lead to more than a 10 percent
decrease in child care assistance for low in-
come workers. Despite serving only 15 per-
cent of eligible children to begin with, the Ad-
ministration chose to cut the number of chil-
dren served by child care assistance, from 2.5
million in 2003 to 2.2 million by 2009.

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Chairman, | yield
myself 15 seconds just to say, yes, but
you did not, either. You had the choice
to put an alternative budget on the
floor to fully fund the promises that
you are complaining about here today
and you chose not to. So be careful
what you promise on the campaign
trail.

Mr. Chairman, I move that the Com-
mittee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
GILCHREST) having assumed the chair,
Mr. SiMpsoN, Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
393) establishing the congressional
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2005 and setting
forth appropriate budgetary levels for
fiscal years 2004 and 2006 through 2009,
had come to no resolution thereon.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF HOUSE CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTION 393, CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTION ON THE
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, from
the Committee on Rules, submitted a
privileged report (Rept. No. 108-446) on
the resolution (H. Res. 574) providing
for further consideration of the concur-
rent resolution (H. Con. Res. 393) estab-
lishing the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2005 and setting forth appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2004 and 2006 through 2009, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO SE-
LECT COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND
SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 4 of House Resolution 5,
108th Congress, and the order of the
House of December 8, 2003, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Member of the House
to the Select Committee on Homeland
Security to fill the existing vacancy
thereon:

Mr. CHANDLER, Kentucky.

————
[0 1915

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILCHREST). Pursuant to the order of
the House of Tuesday, March 23, 2004,
and rule XVIII, the Chair declares the
House in the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 393.

O 1915
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the concurrent
resolution (H. Con. Res. 393) estab-
lishing the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2005 and setting forth appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2004 and 2006 through 2009, with Mr.
SIMPSON in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The CHAIRMAN. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
the following time remained for gen-
eral debate confined to the congres-
sional budget:

The gentleman from Ilowa (Mr.
NuUssSLE) has 37%2 minutes remaining,
the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. SPRATT) has 37 minutes remain-
ing, and the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. KIND) has 5% minutes remaining.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Chairman, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

H1451

Just a quick response to my good
friend from lowa. Just to be clear, the
Democratic substitute is offering close
to 10 billion more in additional funds
over the next 5 years to fund No Child
Left Behind and special education; over
the next 10 years, $50 billion more than
the President’s baseline budget that he
submitted in regards to education pro-
grams. Yet we still achieve balance, a
balanced budget within 8 years, given
the limitations that we face with these
historically large budget deficits that
we have the majority party to thank
for.

Mr. Chairman, | yield 3% minutes to
the distinguished gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. HoOOLEY), from the Com-
mittee on the Budget.

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Chair-
man, | thank the gentleman from Wis-
consin for yielding me this time, and |
applaud his leadership on this issue.

I do not know about anybody else,
but I grew up in a family where if we
gave our word, we kept our word. We
did not break our promise. And this
budget is full of broken promises.

I want to talk about just one of those
today. There are many, including for
veterans, No Child Left Behind, IDEA;
but one of the things we do is we fill
niches in education, and education is
the one piece that gives everybody
equal opportunity in this country. Edu-
cation is incredibly important. Twen-

ty-nine years ago, this Congress
pledged it would fully fund IDEA,
which is Individuals with Disabilities

Education Act. We would fully fund it
at 40 percent of the excess cost. And for
29 years Congress has failed to keep
that promise, leaving States to shoul-
der the brunt of this unfunded man-
date. Many of us have voted here. We
said we will not have any unfunded
mandates; yet this has been going on
for 29 years.

This budget continues to fail our stu-
dents, our schools. It costs on average
twice as much to educate children with
disabilities than a nondisabled child.
With the Federal Government failing
to live up to its end of the bargain, the
State and local school districts are
forced to divert already-meager re-
sources from other students in order to
ensure that special needs students also
receive instruction.

This year, the appropriations for
IDEA was $10.1 billion, or at 18.65 per-
cent of excess cost, leaving States and
local districts with an unfunded Fed-
eral mandate of $12 billion. That is 12
billion that our States and our school
districts could be spending to alleviate
the school crisis, reduce class size,
modernize our schools. The failure to
adequately fund IDEA is affecting
every student in every classroom
across America.

Last year | was very pleased. The Re-
publicans and Democrats got together
and said we are going to get to fully
funding by the year 2010. | said hooray,
at least we know where we are going.
But this budget in front of us in the
year 2005 increases special education by
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