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and we do not discount that. But, Mr. 
Speaker, there is nothing more dev-
astating than a family that has lost 
their source of income. First maybe 
the father or the spouse, and then the 
mother or the wife, or then an indi-
vidual single parent who has lost their 
job. 

I can assure you that no amount of 
patriotic statements will quash the 
pain of not being able to make ends 
meet, of providing for one’s family. 
And those families who are on minimal 
income have been hurt even more, be-
cause as they have sought to lift them-
selves up, as they have experienced the 
results of welfare reform, and they 
have taken the jobs at the Burger 
Kings and McDonald’ses, how inter-
esting it is now to compete with indi-
viduals with higher education who 
have lost their jobs who can find no 
other work than to work at Burger 
King, McDonald’s and other fast-food 
establishments, which we have the 
greatest respect for, because they are 
jobs. But, frankly, when you have 
those at the lesser income level com-
peting, then you know that you have a 
serious problem. 

You have more of a serious problem 
when officials of the Bush administra-
tion continue to emphasize that the 
putting together of the hamburger is 
manufacturing and are completely in-
sensitive to outsourcing that is causing 
more and more jobs to leave the shores 
of the United States of America. 

So, Mr. Speaker, my thrust this 
evening is to again put this very cru-
cially in the minds of this administra-
tion: it is imperative that the Presi-
dent give a national, a national, call to 
job creation, and stop the reckless giv-
ing of large tax cuts to the richest of 
our Nation, and begin to take those 
dollars and invest in this economy, to 
provide more job training, to provide 
more bridges for those who are 
transitioning from jobs because plants 
were closed, such as the plant I saw in 
South Carolina when traveling in that 
area, and the plants throughout Texas 
that I have seen and throughout the 
rest of the United States. We need a 
real jobs effort to secure jobs on behalf 
of the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important to note 
that Americans want to work, but they 
cannot work where there is no work. 
They certainly cannot work where we 
do not have a policy that is definitively 
done on behalf of job creation. 

Right now we have on the floor of the 
House a massive job creation bill, as 
well as a bill to help our crumbling in-
frastructure. One of the issues that we 
have noted in homeland security, as a 
member of the Select Committee on 
Homeland Security, is we have a crum-
bling infrastructure. 

Again, I ask the President not to 
veto this bill, which will help the 
crumbling infrastructure of this Nation 
and transportation needs, but also will 
create jobs for millions and millions of 
Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, the time for creation of 
jobs is now. The President must re-
spond to this question and to this need. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New Mexico (Mrs. WILSON) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HINOJOSA) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HINOJOSA addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HINCHEY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

CELEBRATING NATIONAL WOMEN’S 
HISTORY MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, as we 
gather to celebrate National Women’s 
History Month, I rise to recognize not 
only the contributions of all women, 
but most importantly, the work of my 
constituents that made this month 
possible. 

Sonoma County, in my district, is 
the birthplace of the National Women’s 
History Project, the nonprofit edu-
cation organization that is responsible 
for establishing Women’s History 
Month. 

In 1978, the Education Task Force of 
the Sonoma County Commission on the 
Status of Women initiated a Women’s 
History Week under my tutelage. I was 
the Chair, actually, of the commission 
at that time. Later, in 1987, with the 
help of museums, libraries, educators 
across the country, the National Wom-
en’s History Project petitioned Con-
gress to expand the celebration to the 
entire month of March. A resolution 
recognizing Women’s History Month 
was quickly passed with strong bipar-
tisan support in both the House and the 
Senate. 

Since that time, Women’s History 
Month has provided a perfect oppor-
tunity to discuss and honor the con-
tributions that women have made 
throughout the history of our Nation, 
both here in our capital and in our 
classrooms. 

There are so many remarkable ac-
complishments that deserve mention, 
from the fight for suffrage and repro-
ductive freedom, to efforts to give 
women and girls equal access to edu-
cation and employment opportunities. 
We have come so far in so very many 
ways; and, yet, Mr. Speaker, we seem 
to be losing ground on so much of the 
precious progress we have made. 

Since we last celebrated National 
Women’s History Month, the President 

has signed a bill criminalizing a safe 
and accepted medical procedure for the 
first time ever. Legislators have now 
inserted themselves into the difficult 
medical decisions that should be left to 
a woman, her family, and her doctor. 
To add insult to injury, the Justice De-
partment is seeking permission, per-
mission, to rifle through women’s per-
sonal medical records in the State De-
partment’s attempt to uphold this in-
trusive law. 

These violations of privacy are with-
out precedent and are simply, simply 
unacceptable. Women have worked too 
hard. They have fought too long to be 
told that they are not allowed to un-
dergo a medical procedure rec-
ommended by their doctor, and that 
the Justice Department and their law-
yers have the right to examine wom-
en’s medical records. 

It is not enough to devote a month 
every year to celebrating the progress 
that women have made in the battles 
that we have won. If we do not stand up 
after these recent impositions and in-
sist on our right to make decisions 
about our own bodies, when will we? 
How many more restrictions must be 
placed on us before we insist that this 
must stop? 

Well, on April 25 of this year, this 
month, actually, hundreds of thou-
sands of women, men and children will 
come to Washington, D.C. to do just 
that. We will speak out, because 
women deserve accurate and balanced 
information about their reproductive 
options. We will speak out, because 
women deserve access to contraception 
and prenatal care. 

These services are not a luxury for 
women. They are truly a matter of life 
or death. At the march on April 25, we 
will clearly convey that protecting 
women’s lives is of paramount impor-
tance for Americans from all walks of 
life. 

I look forward to being part of this 
truly historic gathering and joining 
with my colleagues, constituents, and 
people from all over the world to show 
the United States that we care about 
women’s lives in America. 

When we gather this time next year 
to recognize National Women’s History 
Month, we will be able to list the 2004 
March for Women’s Lives as another 
notable accomplishment; and even 
more importantly, I hope we will be 
able to say that we have stopped the 
tide of anti-choice restrictions, to say 
that our private medical records will 
remain private, and to say that we 
have the right to undergo medical pro-
cedures recommended by our doctors. 

In honor of National Women’s His-
tory Month, we must not only remem-
ber the accomplishments of the women 
who have come before us; we must also 
commit to the protection of that 
progress on behalf of the women who 
will come after us. 
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