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Alamosa County Chamber of Commerce for
over eighty years of impeccable service to the
Alamosa, Colorado business community. The
Alamosa Chamber is an incredible asset to
the town, and | would like to join my col-
leagues here today in recognizing the Cham-
ber’'s tremendous service to the Alamosa com-
munity.

Looking back on the history of Alamosa, the
Chamber has sponsored many events and ac-
tivities to improve the town, including its Town
and Gown banquet, Cribbage tournaments,
and founding the Alamosa Community Devel-
opment Corporation. The Chamber has also
helped to maintain a fantastic relationship be-
tween the town and Adams State College
through sponsoring scholarships and orga-
nizing community and school events. Most im-
portantly, the Chamber has been instrumental
in promoting local businesses, aiding in their
growth and success throughout the years.

Mr. Speaker, the Alamosa County Chamber
of Commerce is a dedicated organization that
is actively involved in bringing the people of
Alamosa together. For over eight decades, the
Chamber has left an indelible mark of excel-
lence on the Alamosa community and the
State of Colorado. It is my privilege to pay trib-
ute to the Chamber and its members before
this body of Congress and this nation today. |
thank them for the remarkable service they
provide to Alamosa and the State of Colorado.

——
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to an organization
whose dedication and contributions to the
community of Riverside County, California are
exceptional. Riverside has been fortunate to
have dynamic and dedicated community orga-
nizations who willingly and make their commu-
nities a better place to live and work. Western
Municipal Water District is one of these orga-
nizations. On Thursday, May 13, 2004, West-
ern Municipal Water District will celebrate 50
years of service.

Western Municipal Water District, since its
formation on January 19, 1954 and authoriza-
tion by public vote on January 26, 1954 has
fulfilled its founding raison d’etre, to augment
the shortage of local water available to local
communities with supplemental water imported
242 miles to western Riverside County via
Metropolitan Water District's Colorado River
Aqueduct.

The Western Municipal Water District, rec-
ognizing the need for a long-term source of
high quality drinking water to sustain domestic
needs of a burgeoning population, began im-
porting a second source of high quality water
in 1979 from northern California via the State
Water Project’s 444 mile-long California Aque-
duct.

The Western Municipal Water District pro-
vides vital wastewater services as administra-
tive operator of the West Riverside County
Wastewater Authority since 1998, as operator
of the Santa Ana Regional Interceptor (SARI)
brine line since 1983, and as owner-operator
of the March Air Reserve Base treatment facil-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

ity providing irrigation water to the nation’s
second largest veteran’s cemetery since 1996.

The Western Municipal Water District, as a
court-appointed watermaster pursuant to the
1969 Stipulated Judgment, has been instru-
mental in maintaining peace among all parties
to water rights and water quality issues in the
Santa Ana Watershed.

The Western Municipal Water District, as
one of the five water agencies comprising
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority
(SAWPA), has provided exemplary water re-
source management through implementation
of the Santa Ana Watershed Basin Plan in co-
operation and integrated planning with its
neighbors in the Santa Ana Watershed.

Western Municipal Water District, has
worked cooperatively and diplomatically to ad-
dress complex political and regulatory issues
impacting water at local, regional, state and
national levels, and has invested prudently in
efficient drought-proofing ventures such as the
Nonpotable Conveyance System, Arlington
Desalter and Riverside-Corona Feeder. |
would like to express deep appreciation to
Western Municipal Water District for profound
contributions to the present and future health
and prosperity of all communities in Western’s
510 square mile service.

————————
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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to our nation’s Reserve
and National Guard members. In particular, |
would like to take this opportunity to welcome
home reservists from Ft. Meade in the 2nd
Congressional District of Maryland—my home
district. This includes members from the 323rd
Military Intelligence Battalion and the 444th
Personnel Service Battalion, Detachment 2.
These men and women have rejoined their
families after serving in the Middle East for as
long as 14 months and we are thrilled to see
them return home.

But Mr. Speaker, such home comings are
bitter sweet in light of ongoing conflicts in Iraq
and Afghanistan. As the number of wounded
and casualties continues to rise—as the length
of deployment for many reservists expecting
‘temporary’ activation continues to be ex-
tended—there is much concern and worry at
home. Loss is always difficult and war is never
easy. But America’s support for our men and
women in uniform, for their dedication and
service, for their sacrifice, for those who have
already paid the ultimate price . . . America’s
support shall not waver. And | for one vow to
continue to do all | can to support our Armed
Forces.

For me, that support has meant many dif-
ferent things. From the creation of Operation
Hero Miles to help soldiers returning home on
R&R to founding a Veterans Advisory Council
in the Maryland 2nd Congressional District to
work with local veterans on national issues, |
believe lawmakers need to put their efforts
where their rhetoric is. | am less interested in
what people say than what they do and | urge
my colleagues to consider this edict as we

April 20, 2004

look at the legislative agenda for the remain-
der of this congressional session.

Our nations’ Reserve and National Guard
members are facing daunting problems largely
created by the realities of the post-September
11 War on Terrorism. With a leaner full time
active military, we are relying on the talent,
dedication and service of reservists in unprec-
edented ways. Not since the Korean War have
such a large percentage of boots on the
ground been filled by reservists and not since
they have reservists served for such extended
periods of time. But even in Korea, that per-
centage has never been as high as it is today.

Today, reservists face unprecedented prob-
lems. Military benefits that exist today simply
were not a concern back in the 1950’s when
our forces were largely involuntary. Today,
America’s reservists are serving side-by-side
with full time active military men and women

. and yet they are not recognized equally
when it comes to their benefits. Parity is the
key word for reservists today and little legisla-
tion is actually moving through Congress to
solve their problems. Their retirement plans
are unequal. Health care prior to activation is
non-existent for many and creating readiness
issues. Reservists are plagued with payroll
problems causing bankruptcies, divorces, and
unfair heart ache. There are critical questions
about gap pay for reservists working in the pri-
vate sector when not serving. Extended de-
ployments are creating unforeseen hardships
for families, employers, small business own-
ers, and the self employed.

Mr. Speaker, it doesn’t matter if you were
for or against the war in Iraq. The reality is we
are there now and the troops deserve our sup-
port with the same unwavering dedication. |
urge leadership in both chambers and on both
sides of the aisle to help our nation’s Reserve
and National Guard members. Yes, we should
continue to salute and pay tribute as they re-
turn home. But we should do so with our ac-
tions here in this chamber to ensure that our
actions reflect how truly grateful we are.

———
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Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great respect for the outstanding record
of excellence she has compiled in academics,
leadership and community service, that | am
proud to salute Rosanna May Leddy-Green,
winner of the 2004 LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship. This award is given to young adults who
have demonstrated their true commitment to
playing an important role in our Nation’s fu-
ture.

As a winner of the LeGrand Smith Scholar-
ship, Rosanna is being honored for dem-
onstrating the same generosity of spirit, intel-
ligence, responsible citizenship, and capacity
for human service that distinguished the late
LeGrand Smith of Somerset, Michigan.

Rosanna is an exceptional student at
Morenci High School. She has an outstanding
record of achievement, exemplified by her sta-
tus on the All ‘A’ Honor Roll. Rosanna has ex-
celled in athletics as a member of the cross
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