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abroad. While we claim him for Mis-
souri, his pastoring and his services ex-
tend to many people beyond the bor-
ders of our State. We are extremely de-
lighted that he has been able to bring 
this body together and start us, we 
hope, on the right track today. 

Dr. McClendon was educated in Geor-
gia, Kentucky, and Missouri, and has 
been pastor for lengthy periods of serv-
ice in New Mexico and Texas before 
being elevated to the current status in 
Missouri. 

In addition to his church responsibil-
ities, Dr. McClendon is a widely re-
spected civic leader. He has served as 
trustee for the Ozark Mental Health 
Center, on the board of directors for 
the Ronald McDonald House of the four 
States, and as a member of the Advi-
sory Council for the Community Blood 
Center of the Ozarks. 

Dr. McClendon’s works can be read 
through his published works. He has 
been on numerous television broad-
casts throughout the region and has 
developed quite a wide following. 

The interesting thing about Dr. 
McClendon is his ability to balance his 
calling, his family duties, all the while 
contributing so much to the Greater 
Joplin community. It underscores his 
dedication and active commitment to 
doing God’s work for the betterment of 
humanity and all of our spiritual lives. 

Dr. McClendon and his wife Jackie 
have three children, Scott, Gwen, and 
Crystal. Today, we are very pleased to 
be able to welcome an enthusiastic 
group of friends and admirers as he 
opened the Senate for business. We are 
truly delighted to welcome him and his 
group. 

Thanks, Dr. McClendon, to you and 
your family, for your service. 

I appreciate the opportunity to make 
these remarks. I thank the Chair for 
giving me this opportunity. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader. 

f 

EARTH DAY 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, very brief-
ly, I wish to comment on an event we 
are celebrating throughout the United 
States today and indeed throughout 
the world today. That is the fact that 
today is the 34th anniversary of Earth 
Day, an event that gives people the op-
portunity to celebrate the environ-
mental accomplishments that have 
been made over the past three decades 
and, yes, to look ahead to see what 
progress can and should be made. 

What has been so apparent to me as 
I travel back to Tennessee and talk to 
people across Tennessee is the oppor-
tunity that this day and this focus 
gives communities to discuss, to par-
ticipate, and clean up of projects—to 
participate in conservation projects all 
across Tennessee. And, thus, it is hap-
pening all across the country. 

Thousands of volunteers today, right 
now as we speak, are participating in 
an event—and the next few weeks will 
continue that discussion and that ac-

tivity—all of which will serve to raise 
environmental awareness and improve 
the cities and towns and the environ-
ment in which we live. 

This year we have much to celebrate. 
The quality of our environment has 
dramatically improved over the past 30 
years. Federal, State, and local efforts 
have enhanced our air and enhanced 
our water quality by reducing pollu-
tion. Major steps have been taken to 
clean up contaminated sites over the 
last 30 years and to protect our natural 
resources. 

Since 1970—a little over 30 years 
ago—aggregate emissions of harmful 
pollutants have decreased by 25 per-
cent. And that has happened—this de-
creasing of the pollutants by 25 per-
cent—at the same time our gross do-
mestic product has increased 161 per-
cent. Energy consumption has in-
creased 42 percent. 

Tennessee is home to some of our Na-
tion’s most diverse natural areas. We 
have the Great Smoky Mountains in 
east Tennessee, a wonderful environ-
ment, a wonderful region, a wonderful 
space that I personally enjoy. I hike 
through it every year with my family— 
my wife Karyn and my three boys. 

It is our Nation’s most visited Na-
tional Park, the great Smoky Moun-
tains National Park. It is home to 
more than 100,000 different, distinct 
species, hundreds of which are new to 
science. The park itself is one of the 
most biologically diverse, indeed, in 
the world. Tennesseans know how criti-
cally important it is to protect and to 
conserve our limited resource. 

In recognition of Earth Day, Ten-
nesseans are volunteering all across 
the State, in National Parks, commu-
nity cleanup projects, in wildlife ref-
uges. A lot of the projects I mentioned 
are underway as I speak. In Nashville, 
thousands turned out to Centennial 
Park to learn about the Cumberland 
River and the region’s water resources. 
Tennesseans are taking part in cleanup 
activities in the Reelfoot National 
Wildlife Refuge which is in northwest 
Tennessee. In east Tennessee and 
Knoxville there is the Fifth Annual 
Earthfest which is themed ‘‘What’s In 
Your Water,’’ to highlight water re-
sources and quality issues in east Ten-
nessee. 

Federal agencies, in cooperation with 
national and grassroots organizations, 
are working together to educate Amer-
icans about how they can participate 
in cleaning up their environment on a 
daily basis, what they can do as indi-
viduals, as communities, initiatives 
such as the ENERGY STAR Program, 
statewide recycling programs, and 
under the Department of Agriculture, 
the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service is teaching people how to be 
good stewards of our planet. 

Earth Day is, indeed, an opportunity 
to reflect our accomplishments today 
and think about how we can do more to 
improve the environment. 

The administration has proposed sev-
eral new initiatives that will reduce air 

pollution, which will support conserva-
tion and environmental stewardship 
programs and address our Nation’s lim-
ited water resources issues. We also are 
working with international partners to 
address global climate change and as-
sist developing countries with environ-
mental challenges such as deforest-
ation and illegal logging. 

After more than 30 years, Earth Day 
has become an integral part of our Na-
tion’s environmental consciousness. No 
matter how you choose to celebrate 
Earth Day, you will be taking part in 
an international effort to preserve our 
natural resources and build a healthier 
tomorrow. 

I yield the floor. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The assistant Democratic leader. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. REID. This is a unanimous con-
sent request. I will not take time from 
the distinguished Senator from Colo-
rado. Under the half hour that has been 
allotted to the Democrats in our morn-
ing business, we would dispense that by 
giving 10 minutes to Senator KOHL, 10 
minutes to Senator LEAHY, and 10 min-
utes to Senator Lautenburg, not nec-
essarily in that order; whoever is there, 
10 minutes each. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there is 
a period for the transaction of morning 
business for 60 minutes, with the first 
30 minutes under the time of the ma-
jority leader or his designee and the 
final 30 minutes under the time of the 
Democratic leader or his designee. 

The Senator from Colorado. 

f 

ASBESTOS 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, the 
Senate will decide shortly what path to 
take on the pending asbestos liability 
legislation, otherwise known as the 
Fairness In Asbestos Injury Resolution 
Act, more frequently referred to simply 
as the FAIR Act. This bill has inspired 
very strong sentiments from many 
Americans. Like my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle, I am deeply sympa-
thetic to those who have suffered se-
vere medical consequences from expo-
sure to asbestos. 

I am somewhat less sympathetic to 
those who may seek compensation 
without demonstrating a medical im-
pact on their lives. While the number 
of mesothelioma claims has remained 
relatively steady at about 2,000 claims 
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