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opportunity to use his training in the
service of his country. After having
been in Iraq for less than a month and
in a combat zone for less than 24 hours,
Sgt. Labadie was fatally wounded when
his camp came under a mortar and
small arms attack.

Our condolences and prayers go out
to William’s wife, Sunnie, of Del City,
OK; to his son, Bryan; and to his par-
ents, Cheryl and Carl Winters of Baux-
ite, AR.

William’s mother, Cheryl, was quoted
in our State’s newspaper, the Benton
Courier, as saying that “‘[t]his honestly
was his goal in life. He knew that this
was his last shot at 45 years old. He
told his commanding officer: ‘Give me
a shot.” It was like he was going to
Disneyland.” That kind of enthusiasm
is what makes this nation great. We
honor William’s spirit and his strong
resolve to take on the responsibility of
advancing freedom to the world.

BRANDON CLINTON SMITH

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I also
rise today to pay tribute to a son of Ar-
kansas who gave up the security of his
family and home to protect our free-
doms in the war on terrorism. Marine
Private First Class Brandon Clinton
Smith, 20, of Fayetteville was killed on
March 17, 2004, in Al Qaim, Iraq, as he
and three of his fellow Marines were
racing to help comrades who had come
under attack by insurgents.

Brandon attended Fayetteville High
School and dreamed of becoming a Ma-
rine. He fulfilled his dream by enlisting
this past September. He was so proud
of his decision that he framed his Ma-
rine Corps acceptance letter and hung
it in his bedroom. Upon completing
boot camp, Brandon became a member
of the 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regi-
ment, 1st Marine Division, I Marine
Expeditionary Force.

Brandon was buried with full mili-
tary honors in Fayetteville on Friday,
March 26. Our thoughts and prayers go
out to his father, Gordon Smith; to his
mother, Deborah Bolin of West Fork;
and to his sister, Desirae.

An attendee at Brandon’s funeral was
quoted by the Associated Press as say-
ing that ‘“‘[Brandon] made a great Ma-
rine. We could see he had changed when
he came back from training. He had
found himself.”” As this mission in Iraq
continues, I am humbled that this
young Marine found himself in so great
a purpose as defending his nation.

——
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2003
Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise

today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement
Act, a Dbill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.

On November 18, 2004, in Fargo, ND,
Derek Puttbrese, 20, beat a friend in
his apartment. Both the victim and
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Puttbrese admit that the assault origi-
nated after the victim admitted he was
gay. The victim told authorities that
Puttbrese had stayed at his apartment
as a guest and attacked him after the
two drank some wine.

I believe that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. I believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

———————

REMEMBERING THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor the victims of the
Armenian Genocide, one of the great
tragedies of the 20th century. Last Sat-
urday, April 24, 2004, marked the 89th
anniversary of the beginning of that
tragic period and I urge all Americans
to take time to remember, reflect, and
pledge never to forget what happened.

On April 24, 1915, under the guise of
collecting supplies for its participation
in World War I, the Ottoman Empire
launched a brutal and unconscionable
policy of mass murder. The New York
Times reported that the Ottoman Em-
pire had adopted a policy to annihilate
the Armenians living within the em-
pire. Throughout the following years,
Armenians faced violent attacks, star-
vation, deportation, and murder.
Sadly, the world took little notice.

Before the violence began in 1914, 2.5
million Armenians lived in the Otto-
man Empire. As a result of the geno-
cide, 1.5 million Armenians had died
and another 500,000 had been driven
from their homes and villages. We
must remember and pay homage to
those that died. We must remind the
world of these deaths and renew our
commitment to ensure that such trage-
dies never happen again.

I am proud to represent an Armenian
community of half a million in my
great State of California. They are a
strong and resilient community, tak-
ing strength in the tragedies of the
past and the promise of a better tomor-
row. This community is leading the ef-
fort to preserve the memory of the Ar-
menian Genocide not only for future
generations of Armenian Americans,
but, indeed, for all Americans and all
citizens of the world.

I urge my colleagues to join me in re-
membering the first genocide of the
20th century. Through our commemo-
ration of this tragedy, we make clear
that we will not tolerate mass murder
and ethnic cleansing ever again and we
will never forget.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, peo-
ple around the world are joining to-
gether to solemnly remember and
honor the men, women and children
who perished in the Armenian geno-
cide. Eighty-none years ago, 1¥2 million
Armenians were systematically mas-
sacred at the hands of the Ottoman
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Empire. Over 500,000 more were forced
to flee their homeland of 3,000 years.
Before genocide was defined and codi-
fied in international law, Armenians
experienced its horror.

Yet it appears that the international
community did not learn the lessons of
Armenia’s genocide. Throughout the
20th century, the international com-
munity failed to act as governments in
Germany, Yugoslavia and Rwanda at-
tempted to methodically eliminate
people because of their religion or eth-
nicity. Minority groups were aban-
doned by the international community
in each instance to be overwhelmed by
violence and despair. In Armenia, as in
Rwanda and the Holocaust, the perpe-
trating governments scapegoated their
minority groups for the difficulties
they faced as societies. They justified
their campaigns of hatred with polit-
ical and economic reasons in an at-
tempt to rationalize their depravity.

This is why we must remember the
Armenian genocide. To forget it is to
enable more genocides and ethnic
cleansing to occur. We must honor its
victims by reaffirming our resolve to
not let it happen again.

In the shadow of the Holocaust, in
1948, the United Nations adopted the
Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide.
What Winston Churchill once called a
“‘crime without a name’, was now
called ‘‘genocide” by the Convention
and defined as ‘‘acts committed with
intent to destroy, in whole or in part,
a national, ethnical, racial or religious
group.” The Convention required its
parties to create domestic legislation
to hold perpetrators of genocide ac-
countable for their actions and to place
these perpetrators before domestic
courts or international tribunals.

The international community has a
long way to go in punishing and espe-
cially, preventing genocide. But we
have made the first steps. As we move
forward, we must learn the lessons of
Armenia’s genocide. Can we recognize
the rhetorical veils of murderous lead-
ers, thrown up to disguise the agenda
at hand? Have we, the international
community, learned that we must not
stand by, paralyzed, as horrors occur,
but work collectively to prevent and
stop genocides from occurring? We owe
the victims of the Armenian genocide
this commitment.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF 56 YEARS OF
ISRAELI INDEPENDENCE

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I rise
today to congratulate Israel on 56
years of independence. Last year, I vis-
ited Israel in my capacity as Chairman
of the Subcommittee on Near Eastern
and South Eastern Affairs of the Sen-
ate Committee on Foreign Relations.
This was my first visit to Israel, and I
was tremendously impressed with how
much has been accomplished by this
tiny country over the last several dec-
ades. I also was reminded of how much
Israel has suffered at the hands of sui-
cide bombers, who have killed hundreds
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