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hundreds of professors and is report-
edly looking to reinstate others whose
skills and support are needed for Iraq’s
development. I hope this revision is
seen for what it is—acknowledgement
that we went too far, acknowledgement
that we made a mistake. I hope it will
also include the removal of Ahmed
Chalabi as the head of the de-
Baathification program, as well. He is
the wrong person for the job for a lot of
reasons.

While not reversing the mistaken de-
cision to disband the Iraqi Army, the
administration’s decision to bring back
some military officers who were not
high Baathists to help guide the new
Iraqi Army and other security forces is
a practical first step—very late. We
only have a few thousand in the Iraqi
Army who are now trained but long
overdue.

One other mistake was perhaps the
biggest mistake of all, in my judgment.
Our uniformed military leadership was
largely excluded from the planning for
the potentially violent aftermath of
the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime.
The civilians in the Pentagon who were
put in charge projected rose-colored
scenarios in their planning for the
aftermath: Our troops would be greeted
with embraces and flowers. It would be
a cakewalk.

Had our uniformed military leader-
ship been more deeply involved in that
planning, it would have been very dif-
ferent, as our military plans for worst
case scenarios. The worst case scenario
is what turned out to be the case. But
uniformed military were all but left
out of the planning for the post-Sad-
dam period. General Tommy Franks,
the now retired commander of Central
Command who planned the other
phases of the operation, confirmed that
to me and to Senator WARNER a few
weeks ago.

On the matter of planning, I realize
the administration is committed to the
June 30 date for the restoration of Iraqi
sovereignty. But I hope that commit-
ment will not prevent it from planning
for other options in the event Mr.
Brahimi is not successful in identifying
a credible entity to whom sovereignty
can be restored by that date.

If we have a chance of succeeding and
bringing stability and democracy to
Iraq, it will mean learning from our
mistakes, not denying them and not ig-
noring them.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

The Senator from Wyoming is recog-
nized.

Mr. THOMAS. Madam President, are
we now under the Republican time?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mi-
nority has 3 minutes remaining.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I yield
that 3 minutes to the Senator from
Minnesota, Mr. DAYTON.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota is recognized.
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AMENDMENT NO. 3050

Mr. DAYTON. Madam President, I
thank my friend from Nevada for this
opportunity to speak on behalf of the
amendment being offered by Senator
DASCHLE to the bill before the Senate
about the use of ethanol and other re-
newable fuels.

Here we are in the middle of this en-
ergy price crisis in our country, when
in Minnesota the price of a gallon of
regular unleaded gasoline is almost $2,
and in other parts of the country it is
as high as $2.50. Possibly it is going
higher. I am being asked what are we
doing about bringing the price of motor
fuel down. I think the honest answer is
nothing. There is not a whole lot we
can do when we are dependent upon
foreign supplies of o0il, when we are
sending $115 billion a year overseas to
buy that product.

Senator DASCHLE’S amendment—I
give him great credit for every year
championing the cause of renewable
fuels, with the opportunity that is
right before us in America today to
shift from foreign oil consumption to
using a cleaner burning, lower priced,
American-grown, American-produced
fuel, not as a substitute for MTBE—the
additives to gasoline—but as a sub-
stitute for gasoline itself. I know that
because I drive all over the State of
Minnesota in a Ford Explorer, factory-
produced, with a slight modification to
the usual engine. It was modified in the
factory. I drive on 85-percent ethanol
and 15-percent gasoline. Today it is 20
cents a gallon cheaper than regular un-
leaded gasoline. I can get it in most
places in Minnesota.

We can give the American people a
choice to have a homegrown fuel with
the money staying in America to ben-
efit our rural economies. We can renew
it every year. We know we can produce
the amount that will be necessary, and
today it will cost 20 to 15 cents a gallon
less than regular unleaded gasoline and
likely in the future $1 less than the ris-
ing cost of gasoline. If we are not going
to take any steps to bring about that
opportunity, people will think we are
out of our minds.

I do not understand why the debate
today on Senator DASCHLE’s amend-
ment about why do this, or why not do
this and even more.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. DAYTON. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent for 1 minute to
finish my remarks.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
that the majority have an additional 1
minute in morning business also.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DAYTON. Madam President,
Senator DASCHLE has been heroic in my
caucus and this body in his support for
those who are not in corn-producing
States who support ethanol and other
renewable fuels, biofuels as products.
But this is not just about South Da-
kota or Minnesota. Yes, it benefits my
State. It benefits the farmers of my
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State. This benefits America. This is
the best opportunity in my lifetime to
shift our energy consumption from our
traditional sources and their costs to
something that is American, that is
clean, and that is cheaper. I am amazed
we are not racing to the stores for that
product. We have it. Senator DASCHLE’S
amendment will take us in that direc-
tion. We should be doing even more
than that, but this is an important
first step. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the amendment.

I thank the Chair. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

IRAQ

Mr. THOMAS. Madam President, I
had come to the Senate floor to talk
about an issue that is very important
to all of us, particularly Medicare re-
cipients in this country. But first I
have to express some disappointment,
frankly, and some surprise about the
discussion that has gone on here in the
first 30 minutes criticizing the Presi-
dent on everything that is happening
overseas, acting as if we are not in sup-
port of what is happening there.

I am very surprised and, frankly, dis-
appointed. All they talk about is what
the President has done. We voted here
on this floor to do this job in the Mid-
dle East. That is what we are seeking
to do, and that is what our great serv-
ice people are doing for us over there.

The idea behind conducting Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom was to free 25 mil-
lion Iraqis from the Saddam Hussein
regime. That is why we are there: to
defend the will of the international
community, to remove the threat of
terrorism that happened here on Sep-
tember 11, and to change the dynamics
in the Middle East. That is what we are
seeking to do, and that is what we are
trying to carry on, and it is an admi-
rable effort.

Madam President, 211 Members of
Congress have visited Iraq and wit-
nessed firsthand some of the extraor-
dinary efforts of the coalition forces
and Iraqis. I have been to Iraq. I am
impressed with what they are doing.
For us to simply criticize everything
that is happening there aimed at the
election in 2004 is a great disappoint-
ment to me.

Despite the terrorist attacks and the
tough events that have happened, pub-
lic opinion has found 56 percent of
Iraqis believe things are better than
they were; 71 percent believe a year
from now they will be better than they
are now. Again, having been there, I
agree with that assessment. I have
been there traveling around with the
military, with all the little kids wav-
ing and saying hello. I have seen the
schools and hospitals that have been
fixed up. Of course, there is a real prob-
lem with terrorism, there is no ques-
tion about it.

The defeat of Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime is the second major victory in the
war on terrorism. We need to continue.
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I hope we give the kind of support that
is necessary.

———

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUGS

Mr. THOMAS. Madam President, we
also have issues at home about which
we ought to be talking. One of them is
health care, of course. We have great
health care in this country, the best in
the world. We have some limited ac-
cess, however, because of the costs, and
we need to address that issue.

There are many reasons for the costs.
One reason is liability and malpractice,
which we do not seem to be able to deal
with. Another reason, I suppose, is
overutilization. There is a difference
between health care and health. We
have some responsibility to take care
of ourselves as well. Modern equipment
is the biggest cost increase. We all
want the modern equipment. We have
to find the system in which the costs
can be reduced.

In any event, what we are talking
about today is the opportunity to
make it much better for Medicare folks
through a Medicare drug discount card
in which seniors will soon be able to
enroll. All Medicare beneficiaries, ex-
cept those who have medication paid
for by Medicaid, will be eligible. While
seniors may enroll in only one Medi-
care-approved discount card, they can
keep the other discount cards if they
have them, if they like. There are
going to be 40 official discount cards
available. It is surprising there has
been that much involvement. It shows
we are moving in the right direction
and doing what needs to be done.

This is the first time in Medicare’s
history that seniors will have a dis-
count for pharmaceutical drugs. Quite
frankly, it is the first thing in about 30
years we have done to bring Medicare
more into the modern world and give
some options to seniors. I want to em-
phasize what is going to happen. In
2006, there are going to be options for
seniors. They can stay with what they
now have. It is also the first time that
low-income seniors will receive addi-
tional assistance from the Federal Gov-
ernment for the cost of their medica-
tions. It is a great step forward for sen-
iors to deal with the high cost of drugs.

This is more of a temporary program.
When we put this together in the Fi-
nance Committee, of which I am a
member, we knew changes were going
to be difficult. We knew it would take
some time to ©prepare for those
changes, not only on the part of seniors
but on the part of people who have a
program. This program will be imple-
mented and in place until 2006, when
there will be a broad system put into
place. We need to take advantage of
this card system as quickly as possible
so we get the benefits from it.

I commend the hard work of Sec-
retary Tommy Thompson and CMS Ad-
ministrator Mark McClellan. There has
been an overwhelming response to this
program. As I mentioned, 40 drug dis-
count cards will be available from
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which seniors can choose. I believe
there are an additional 33 that will be
available on a regional basis. So there
is a lot of interest for doing something
in this area.

Drug card sponsors are required to
provide information to beneficiaries,
the annual enrollment fee cannot be
more than $30 per year, and the people
who are putting out the cards will have
to show what their discount prices will
be. The transparency will give an op-
portunity for people to choose what
will work best for them.

We are trying to make this as simple
as possible. Medicare’s Web site will be
the best opportunity for people to get
an update on drug prices. The Web site
is www.medicare.gov. The information
will be there. In my home State of Wy-
oming, AARP is holding seminars to
help people understand the benefits,
what the options are, and how you can
take advantage of them. It is very im-
portant for seniors in the next couple
of weeks to take advantage of the in-
formational efforts being put forth.
The easiest one, of course, is for sen-
iors to call 1-800-Medicare, and a live
person in this country will answer and
help them figure out the card that
meets their needs the best.

CMS has already received a lot of
calls. They received 112,000 calls on
Monday, as a matter of fact—isn’t that
amazing?—and 94,000 on Tuesday from
seniors seeking information. It is the
right thing to do to call that 1-800-
Medicare number.

The average wait is only a very short
22 seconds, I believe. This is a huge ac-
complishment for a Federal bureauc-
racy to be able to put this into place to
deal with that many people in that
short a time.

By mid-May, seniors should make a
decision so they can receive a card, and
the benefits are to begin on June 1. I
think it is great to take advantage of
this information. Our own offices in
Wyoming will have the information as
to where people can go to get the infor-
mation and find out the choices that
are available.

Contrary to what some people have
said on the other side of the aisle, this
discount card will provide for signifi-
cant savings. There was a study that
was done which shows there will be an
approximate 17-, 18- to 25-percent re-
duction in the cost. The average bene-
ficiary will probably spend $1,500. This
is a significant amount of saving over
where we are today.

It is expected that the overall sav-
ings to seniors would be probably about
a billion dollars over the next year, and
that is very useful.

The card provides immediate help to
the most needy Medicare beneficiaries.
Low-income seniors who do not cur-
rently have prescription drug coverage
or do not qualify for Medicaid will be
given additional help. Low-income
beneficiaries will be helped by receiv-
ing $600 annually to help them buy the
medicine right from the pharma-
ceutical companies.
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To qualify for that additional assist-
ance, they must have an income of 135
percent of the Federal poverty level.
That is about $12,000 per individual or
$16,000 for couples. If they qualify for
Medicaid, of course, they get their as-
sistance there and will not get it from
the card.

Further, the Federal Government
will pay the annual enrollment fees for
low-income seniors. Major card compa-
nies have told HHS that they will con-
tinue to provide the drugs that are al-
ready given free or at a steeply dis-
counted rate for those people who qual-
ify for the $600 use. So low-income peo-
ple will reap a great benefit from this.

In Wyoming, of course, we know that
our AARP chapter and the Senior
Health Insurance Information Program
have been working hard. I think that is
the case in all States. So I guess the
point we are trying to make today is,
here is a program that has the poten-
tial to be beneficial to all Medicare re-
cipients. It is a choice program. If they
have other cards that are not in this
official brand, they may Kkeep those.
They do not need to get into it if they
choose not to, but it is beneficial, and
they need to know what is required to
get the information and then have an
opportunity to make choices among
several things that can indeed happen.

So we want to urge everyone to take
advantage of this potential new change
and the opportunities available to reap
some savings and to make pharma-
ceuticals even a stronger part of their
health care program by making them
less expensive through this program.

I yield to my friend from Wyoming.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

———

FILING DEADLINE

Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent
that the filing deadline under cloture
rules for second-degree amendments to
the Daschle amendment occur at 11:30
a.m. today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. ENZI. Madam President, I am a
little disturbed at some of the words I
heard on the Senate floor this morning.
The minority is trying to take the
President apart at the cost of our
troops, and we cannot stand for that.
We have people fighting in Iraq. Two
weeks ago I was in Germany, and I met
with some of the wounded troops. We
thought we would have to pump them
up, but they pumped us up. Their mes-
sage to us was: How come everything
sounds so bad back home when it is im-
proving in Iraq? They said the people of
Iraq appreciate what we are doing. We
are making a difference. Let us do our
job.

Then we hear this rhetoric which is
just based on a Presidential election. It
has nothing to do with the true feel-
ings in Iraq or the protection of our
troops. In much the same way, I hear
people on that side of the aisle trying
to scare seniors about Medicare.
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