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unanimous consent that the clerk read 
the titles of the bills for a second time 
en bloc. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. The clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 4181) to amend the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986 to permanently extend 
the marriage penalty relief provided under 
the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2001. 

A bill (S. 2370) to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide for an in-
crease in the Federal minimum wage, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I object to further 
proceeding en bloc. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bills will 
be placed on the calendar. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be a period for the transaction of 
morning business for up to 60 minutes 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each, time being di-
vided equally between the two sides. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be dispensed with. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the previous 
quorum call and any other quorum 
calls during this morning’s business be 
charged equally to both sides. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

ENEMY COMBATANTS 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, there 
are a couple of news events in the last 
24 hours or 48 hours that I thought de-
serve some comment. 

Let me first talk a moment about the 
atrocities and abuse of enemy combat-
ants—prisoners—in Iraq which has 
been a major concern. Many of my col-
leagues have commented upon the hor-
rific images that have come out on tel-
evision and in the papers. I have not 
seen as yet many comments about the 
Pentagon’s response. That is what I 
wanted to comment on briefly. 

Officials within the Department of 
Defense have known at least since Jan-
uary that prisoners held as enemy com-
batants in Iraq have been subject to 
maltreatment, and to physical and sex-
ual abuse. We know this because in 
January the Department of Defense re-

lieved the camp commander of her du-
ties and ordered an investigation. The 
investigation was completed in Feb-
ruary. The 54-page report that was 
issued, as I understand it, contains hor-
rifying details about these abuses. 

Yesterday, on the CBS news program 
‘‘Face the Nation,’’ Bob Schieffer, the 
host of that program, interviewed Gen-
eral Myers, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. Bob Schieffer asked 
about this report. He said, ‘‘There is a 
53-page report that Sy Hersh of the 
New Yorker has obtained which says 
that the situation was even worse. How 
could this have happened? What is 
going to occur? 

The part that I thought was most dis-
turbing was the response by General 
Myers to the question: ‘‘Why would 
you not have seen the report?’’ The in-
vestigation was carried out in Decem-
ber. The report was completed in Feb-
ruary. ‘‘Why would you not have seen 
report?’’ And the response was: ‘‘It is 
working its way up, up the chain. I will 
see this report. I am sure it just hasn’t 
come to me yet.’’ 

This is an unacceptable response. If 
this is a concern of our Department of 
Defense, if this is a concern of the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
how can he state in May that he has 
not seen the report or demanded to see 
the report, and that it is, as he under-
stands it, ‘‘working its way up’’ and 
will eventually come to him? 

I don’t think that is the level of con-
cern we ought to be demonstrating in 
our Department of Defense for this 
kind of circumstance. It is not the 
level of concern the American people 
would expect of their military com-
manders for this type of conduct. 

I would think if the general believed 
swift action was required he might 
have directed those in the command— 
in his command and, of course, that is 
everyone in the military—to get that 
report to him immediately upon com-
pletion, and to give him concrete ac-
tion items they were intending to take 
to deal with the situation. 

Leadership and responsibility flow 
from the top in our military. We all 
know that. For the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff to handle this 
matter in this way and indicate that, 
on May first, he has not seen the report 
but he assumes it is working its way up 
through the chain of command, dem-
onstrates to all members of the mili-
tary that humane treatment of pris-
oners is not a priority for our military 
in Iraq. 

That is unacceptable. That is unac-
ceptable to this Senator. It is unac-
ceptable, I believe, to the American 
public. I hope we can get a different re-
action from the Pentagon and a more 
acceptable reaction from the Pentagon 
to this horrific state of affairs that has 
come to our attention. 

f 

ENSURING AMERICA’S FUTURE 
COMPETITIVENESS 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
also want to comment about another 

subject which is not as much on the 
minds of the American public, but it 
clearly is on the minds of some. 

There is an article that I ask unani-
mous consent be printed in the RECORD 
immediately following my remarks 
from today’s New York Times by Wil-
liam Broad entitled ‘‘U.S. Is Losing Its 
Dominance in the Sciences.’’ 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

(See exhibit 1.) 
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 

also ask unanimous consent that a 
speech Senator DASCHLE gave 2 weeks 
ago to the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science be printed 
in the RECORD following my remarks. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

(See exhibit 2.) 
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, the 

author of this report on the front page 
of the New York Times today, Mr. 
Broad, points to several trends that are 
working against the United States 
with regard to our world leadership po-
sition in science and technology. He 
points out the percentage of patents 
issued to Americans is declining. He 
points out the portion of published re-
search attributable to Americans in 
top physics journals is decreasing. He 
points out the number of Nobel Prizes 
awarded in the basic sciences to Ameri-
cans is decreasing. He points out the 
number of doctoral degrees granted in 
science and engineering in this country 
is on the decline. He points out the de-
clining percentage of science and engi-
neering doctoral degree candidates 
from foreign countries who are plan-
ning to stay in the United States after 
they graduate. This last phenomenon I 
referred to has been dubbed ‘‘the re-
verse brain drain.’’ He talks exten-
sively about that. 

The simple fact is, the world has be-
come a highly competitive place with 
regard to science and technology lead-
ership and talent and investments. We 
have historically believed we were the 
leaders in the world in this arena, and 
we have taken for granted the fact that 
promising young scientists and engi-
neers from other countries would all 
want to come here, to stay here, and 
contribute to our continued world lead-
ership. All of that is now in danger of 
changing. 

We ignore this challenge to our long- 
term economic security at our own 
peril. This challenge requires strong ef-
forts by our Government and our indus-
try to counter the strong efforts that 
are being made in other countries, and 
to match the strong efforts that are 
being made in other countries in this 
field. 

So what needs to be done? Let me list 
briefly six areas on which I think we 
ought to take aggressive action. The 
first area relates to research frontiers. 
We need to start by focusing on broad 
support for basic science and engineer-
ing research across the board, as well -
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