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of students, faculty, and sponsors such as 
American Airlines, who delivered the clothing 
to Haiti free of charge. He has followed the 
footsteps of a very close role model, his broth-
er Chase, who is an eighth-grader at Saint 
John’s, began a book recollection program 
and recently won the Do Something Brick 
Awards, a program that recognizes community 
service involvement in young men and 
women. 

Mr. Speaker, I can attest to the fact that 
both are extraordinary students and remark-
able young people. I feel very proud of rep-
resenting first-rate students like Mónica and 
Ridge in Congress. They are members of a 
whole new generation of Puerto Ricans greatly 
concerned with their people and their country 
and willing to take action to improve their com-
munity. During the course of their projects, 
they have demonstrated superb intellectual 
ability and undertaken a very commendable 
task: service to their neighbor.
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PERMANENTLY EXTENDING IN-
CREASED STANDARD DEDUC-
TION, AND 15-PERCENT INDI-
VIDUAL INCOME TAX RATE 
BRACKET EXPANSION, FOR MAR-
RIED TAXPAYERS FILING JOINT 
RETURNS 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 2004

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of legislation that provides permanent re-
lief from the marriage penalty for millions of 
married Americans. 

Congress has debated this issue for years, 
but this is the first time we have really come 
close to getting rid of this onerous, unfair tax. 
Frankly, we should have done away with this 
tax a long time ago. It has not been for lack 
of trying by Republicans. In 2000, the Repub-
lican Congress sent President Clinton a bill 
that provided marriage penalty relief. President 
Clinton vetoed the bill before leaving Wash-
ington that day for a round of golf in Martha’s 
Vineyard. Couples were left with another year 
of paying higher taxes simply because they 
were married. 

In 2001 the Republican Congress sent 
President Bush a bill that gradually phased-in 
tax benefits for married couples. The 2001 
Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconcili-
ation Act increased the standard deduction for 
married couples that filed joint returns and in-
creased the width of the 15 percent bracket 
for joint filers. These provisions would be 
phased-in beginning in 2005. Shortly after 
Congress passed this legislation, President 
Bush signed it into law. After years of frustra-
tion, progress was finally being made on low-
ering the tax burden on married Americans. 

Again in 2003 the Republican Congress sig-
naled support for legislation that accelerated 
the tax benefits given to married couples. In-
stead of waiting around until 2005, under the 
Jobs and Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation 
Act, married couples would be able to receive 
tax benefits in 2003 and 2004. Beginning in 
2005, however, the full strength of the mar-
riage tax will again penalize taxpayers. We 
must not retreat from the progress we have 
made on eliminating the marriage tax. 

Opponents of making permanent marriage 
penalty relief argue that the country cannot af-
ford lowering taxes for married couples. Cer-
tainly, it is without dispute that the country is 
facing a federal deficit. Federal deficits are a 
concern and we must work immediately to 
erase the red ink. In my view, cutting wasteful 
government spending should be a top priority. 

The legislation today leads us to accom-
plishing three main Republican priorities: per-
manent elimination of an unfair tax on mar-
riage; continued economic growth through tax 
cuts; and deficit reduction because of a grow-
ing economy and job creation. For these im-
portant reasons, I support permanent repeal of 
the marriage penalty and urge my colleagues 
to support this legislation.
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IN RECOGNITION OF YOM 
HA’SHOAH—THE HOLOCAUST RE-
MEMBRANCE DAY 

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 2004

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of Holocaust Remembrance Day. As 
in years past, today we honor those who were 
lost to the world forever in the horrors of the 
Holocaust. 

More than fifty years have elapsed since 
that dark period in human history. Since that 
time, Grandparents have taught their children 
and those children have taught their own, to 
remember the events that changed our world 
forever so as never to repeat the mistakes of 
our past. Year-round, we fight ignorance and 
disbelief through educating and informing oth-
ers about the causes, realities, and legacies of 
the Holocaust. Today however, we set aside 
the day of Yom Ha’Shoah, to memorialize the 
tragedy and pay tribute to all who suffered. 

We remember those who endured, those 
who fought, and those who died during World 
War II. We recognize not only the loss of more 
than six million Jewish lives, but also the loss 
of human potential. Entire families were lost to 
the world forever. We think of the descendants 
of victims of the Holocaust who never had the 
opportunity to make their contributions to man-
kind. And we recall the heroes who risked and 
surrendered their lives in the greatest fight for 
freedom and democracy the modern world has 
ever known. 

Our greatest tribute to the millions who suf-
fered at the hands of the Nazis will be to en-
sure that their suffering was not in vain. It is 
through our reflections on Holocaust Remem-
brance Day that we acknowledge their loss, 
and it is through our actions that we build a 
better world for us all. 

With contemporary examples of hatred and 
terrorism all around us, we think back and 
marvel at the strength and character of the 
Jewish people. Their steadfast determination 
to rebuild their lives following the Holocaust 
has given the world a remarkable model of re-
solve. Through their example, we can glimpse 
the extraordinary human spirit that rises above 
the fruitlessness of anger and resentment. 
With this special day and with our deeds we 
honor that spirit. 

Mr. Speaker, today we observe Holocaust 
Remembrance Day and call to action all peo-
ples of the world to build a more tolerant and 

loving society. I am proud to recognize Yom 
Ha’Shoah and urge all Americans to do the 
same.
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HONORING 2004 RN OF THE YEAR 
AWARD RECIPIENT CYNTHIA 
DOLATA 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 2004

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Cynthia Dolata on the oc-
casion of receiving the Central Valley Coalition 
of Nursing Organizations’ 2004 RN of the Year 
Award for Outstanding Education. A banquet 
honoring her and three other award winners 
will be held on Friday, May 7th at the 
Radisson Hotel in Fresno, California. 

Cynthia Dolata shows a strong dedication to 
the nursing profession. She has taught in a 
variety of healthcare, academic, and commu-
nity settings. Cindy began her career as a 
staff nurse in Gynecology at Saint Agnes Med-
ical Center in 1999. While maintaining her po-
sition in the Gynecology department she was 
also a clinical nursing instructor at California 
State University, Fresno and Fresno City Col-
lege. In 2003 Cindy became a Breast Health 
Educator, a position she continues to serve in 
today. 

As a Breast Health educator, Ms. Dolata 
meets with patients and their families prior to 
breast surgery and listens to their fears and 
anxieties while providing support. She also re-
ceived grant money to purchase books for pa-
tient’s family members. Her latest project was 
creating a video tape for women with breast 
cancer called, ‘‘A Patient’s Journey.’’ The 
video takes a patient with breast cancer on a 
journey from diagnosis through postsurgical 
follow up. She has also developed ‘‘comfort 
kits,’’ a bag that includes educational materials 
and other items for her patients. Her lifelong 
achievements are reflective in her love for the 
profession and for the welfare of all people. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize Cyn-
thia Dolata for her excellence in the field of 
Outstanding Education. I invite my colleagues 
to join me in wishing Cynthia many years of 
continued success.
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CONGRATULATING LISA C. HER-
MAN ELLISON ON BEING NAMED 
ONE OF THE FINALISTS FOR THE 
NCEE/NASDAQ NATIONAL TEACH-
ING AWARDS 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 4, 2004

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Ms. Lisa Herman Ellison 
for being nominated as one of only five na-
tional finalists in the National Council on Eco-
nomic Education (NCEE) and NASDAQ Na-
tional Teaching Awards. Lisa was selected 
from among applicants around the United 
States for her originality, creativity, and effec-
tiveness in the teaching of economics. 

One of the greatest educational challenges 
we face today is ensuring that students enter 
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