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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

ADERHOLT). All time has expired. 
Without objection, the previous ques-

tion is ordered on the motion to in-
struct. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to instruct 
offered by the gentleman from Kansas 
(Mr. MOORE). 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today or tomorrow. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF INCREASING AWARENESS OF 
AUTISM 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 605) recognizing the 
importance of increasing awareness of 
autism, supporting programs for in-
creased research and improved treat-
ment of autism, improving training 
and support for individuals with au-
tism and those who care for individuals 
with autism, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 605 

Whereas the Autism Society of America, 
Cure Autism Now, the National Alliance for 
Autism Research, Unlocking Autism, and 
numerous other organizations commemorate 
April of each year as ‘‘National Autism 
Awareness Month’’; 

Whereas autism is a developmental dis-
order that is typically diagnosed during the 
first three years of life, robbing individuals 
of their ability to communicate and interact 
with others; 

Whereas autism affects an estimated 1 of 
every 166 children in the United States; 

Whereas autism is four times more likely 
to be found in boys than in girls and can af-
fect anyone, regardless of race, ethnicity, or 
other factors; 

Whereas the cost of specialized treatment 
in a developmental center for individuals 
with autism is approximately $80,000 per in-
dividual per year; 

Whereas the cost of special education pro-
grams for school-aged children with autism 
is often more than $30,000 per child per year; 

Whereas the total cost nationally of caring 
for individuals with autism is estimated at 
more than $90,000,000,000 per year; and 

Whereas despite the fact that autism is one 
of the most common developmental dis-
orders, many professionals in the medical 
and educational fields are still unaware of 
the best methods to diagnose and treat the 
disorder: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional Autism Awareness Month’’; 

(2) recognizes and commends the parents 
and relatives of children with autism for 
their sacrifice and dedication in providing 
for the special needs of children with autism 
and for absorbing significant financial costs 
for specialized education and support serv-
ices; 

(3) supports aggressive research to deter-
mine the causes of autism, identify the best 
methods of early intervention and treat-
ment, expand programs for individuals with 
autism across their lifespan, and promote 
understanding of the special needs of individ-
uals with autism; 

(4) commends the Department of Health 
and Human Services for implementing pro-
grams to study the epidemiology of autism 
and related disorders and advancing autism 
research at the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the National Institutes 
of Health; 

(5) stresses the need to begin early inter-
vention services soon after an individual has 
been diagnosed with autism, noting that 
early intervention strategies are the primary 
therapeutic options for individuals with au-
tism and early intervention significantly im-
proves outcomes for individuals with autism 
and can reduce the level of funding and serv-
ices needed later in life; 

(6) supports the Federal Government’s 
commitment to provide States with part of 
the costs needed to educate children with 
disabilities under part B of the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 
1411 et seq.); 

(7) encourages more Americans to pursue 
the teaching profession and to be trained 
with the skills necessary to teach, assist, 
and respond to special needs students, in-
cluding those students with autism; and 

(8) recognizes the importance of worker 
training programs that meet the needs of de-
velopmentally disabled individuals, includ-
ing those individuals with autism, and notes 
that people with autism can be, and are, pro-
ductive members of the workforce if they are 
given appropriate support, training, and 
early intervention services. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material 
on the resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H. Res. 605, a resolution that recog-
nizes the importance of increasing 
awareness of autism, supporting pro-
grams for increased research and im-

proved treatment of autism, and im-
proving training and support for indi-
viduals with autism and those who care 
for individuals with autism. 

Autism is a developmental disability 
that usually appears, unfortunately, in 
very young children. We all have 
friends who are experiencing the trag-
edy, and God knows it is a tragedy, of 
having a child diagnosed that is autis-
tic. What that does to a family we can 
only try to imagine. The least that we 
can do is to encourage more research 
and awareness and education among all 
families. 

The disease impacts the normal de-
velopment of the brain that controls 
social interaction and communication 
skills. Autism is four times more prev-
alent in boys and knows no racial, eth-
nic, or social boundaries. 

More than 500,000 people in the 
United States today have some form of 
autism, making it the third most com-
mon developmental disability. Many 
people are surprised to learn that au-
tism is more common than Downs Syn-
drome. 

While we are finding better ways to 
understand and work with autistic in-
dividuals, the disease is still greatly 
misunderstood. The majority of indi-
viduals, including health care profes-
sionals, are still unaware of how au-
tism affects people and how to effec-
tively work with the individuals with 
the disease. 

However, some progress has been 
made. A few years ago, most people 
with autism were eventually placed in 
institutions. Today, even the most se-
verely autistic disabled can be taught 
skills to assist their development due 
to the development of individualized 
services and programs. 

We are all extremely concerned 
about this disease. This resolution 
stresses that early diagnosis and treat-
ment are essential to ensuring a better 
quality of life for individuals with au-
tism. However, early diagnosis and 
treatment can only occur with in-
creased awareness, and that is much of 
what we try to do with this resolution; 
and that is why, Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
of my colleagues to support this good 
bipartisan legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself 3 minutes. 

I want to thank the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. TIERNEY) for his 
leadership on this critical and growing 
health problem, and I would like to 
thank my friend from Florida (Mr. 
BILIRAKIS), the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Health, for his good 
work on this issue and on many others. 

One of the more eye-opening meet-
ings I have had in my 12 years in Con-
gress was with the family of an autistic 
child. The first time I did that, it was 
sobering to listen to the mother and fa-
ther talk about their son’s diagnosis of 
autism, a disease about which the 
causes are disagreed and generally un-
known. It is sobering to learn what 

VerDate May 04 2004 03:11 May 06, 2004 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05MY7.081 H05PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-15T11:55:10-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




