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was a shining star on and off the foot-
ball field. In high school at Leland
High in San Jose, CA, Pat was named
the Central Coast Co-Player of the
Year for 1993 and earned a scholarship
to Arizona State University. At Ari-
zona State, he led the team to the Pa-
cific-10 Conference Title and then to
the Rose Bowl. In 1997, while at Ari-
zona State, Pat was named Pac-10 De-
fensive Player of the Year. Pat also
knew the value of a good education. He
earned a degree in marketing at Ari-
zona State University, while also main-
taining a 3.84 GPA. The Arizona Car-
dinals selected Pat in the 1998 NFL
draft where he played hard for the Car-
dinals as a safety. In 2000, the St. Louis
Rams offered him a substantial in-
crease in compensation to play for
them. However, out of loyalty, Pat
turned it down to stay in Phoenix.

It was Pat’s deep loyalty and char-
acter that led him to his next career
move. After the horrific attacks of 9/11,
Pat, who was just returning from his
honeymoon, announced that he was
leaving the NFL to join the Army
Rangers. Pat left behind his new bride
Marie and a substantial contract from
the Arizona Cardinals.

Pat Tillman was not about money or
fame. He was a remarkable young man
who put his country and its ideals
ahead of himself. Pat’s physical
strength and talents were only over-
shadowed by his personal integrity.
The United States Army posthumously
awarded Pat the Purple Heart, the
Meritorious Service Medal, the Silver
Star, the Good Conduct Medal and the
Combat Infantryman’s Badge.

Pat Tillman was a loving husband,
son, and brother. My heart goes out to
his wife Marie, his parents, Patrick, Sr.
and Mary; his two brothers, Kevin and
Richard and the countless others whose
lives he touched. I want his family to
know that people across California and
throughout our country share their
grief as we also salute the gift of his
life and service.

Pat Tillman was a man of great
strength, courage and patriotism. His
example will continue to inspire count-
less Americans for years to come. It is
most appropriate that we honor him
for his outstanding courage and his
selfless devotion to others and to his
country. A hero is gone, but he will not
be forgotten.

———

HONORING ALASKA CORREC-
TIONAL OFFICER DANIEL BATES

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, law
enforcement officers from around the
Nation—troopers, police officers, sher-
iff’s deputies, professional corrections
officers, conservation officers and
rangers and federal law enforcement
officers—are traveling to our Nation’s
Capital for the annual observance of
National Police Week which begins on
May 9 and continues through May 15.

National Police Week is a solemn pe-
riod, during which law enforcement of-
ficers recognize their brothers and sis-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

ters who died in the line of duty and
provide support and comfort to the sur-
vivors.

Last year, during National Police
Week, | had the sad duty of acknowl-
edging the loss of Officer James C.
Hesterberg, the first member of the
Alaska Department of Corrections to
lose his life in the line of duty. This
year, | must sadly acknowledge the
loss of Officer John Watson of the
Kenai Police Department who was fa-
tally shot while on duty on Christmas
night 2003.

On May 11, as part of the National
Police Week observance, Corrections
U.S.A., an association of 90,000 pub-
licly-employed professional corrections
officers, will meet to honor their broth-
ers and sisters who have performed
acts above and beyond in the protec-
tion of public safety.

It gives me great pride to recognize
Officer Daniel Bates, an employee of
the Alaska Department of Corrections,
presently assigned to the Hiland Moun-
tain Correctional Center, who will re-
ceive the 2004 Silver Medal of Valor
from Corrections U.S.A.

On December 31, 2000, Officer Bates,
then assigned to the Ketchikan Correc-
tional Center, reacted quickly and pro-
fessionally to an incident involving an
inmate who one month prior was con-
victed of twelve criminal counts stem-
ming from the armed robbery of a lig-
uor store and a convenience store. Two
of those counts were for the crime of
attempted murder. The prisoner in
question was arrested after an all night
manhunt during which he shot at po-
lice officers who tried to apprehend
him at a motel.

The inmate was participating in out-
door recreation at the jail when he
began to scale the first of two perim-
eter fences around the exercise area.
He succeeded in scaling the inner
fence, ignoring orders to stop, and
failed to stop after being struck by a
rubber projectile fired by Officer Bates.
After the prisoner breached the outer
fence, the final barrier, Officer Bates
fired at him with live ammunition,
bringing him down.

Given this inmate’s history of vio-
lence toward law enforcement officers,
it was critical to the public’s safety
that Officer Bates acted promptly and
decisively to prevent the escape. His
calm and professional actions may
have been instrumental in keeping the
names of one or more Alaska law en-
forcement officers off of the National
Law Enforcement Officer’s Memorial
Wall in Judiciary Square. For this we
are grateful.

Our Nation’s professional correc-
tional officers are said to walk the
toughest beat in law enforcement. | am
pleased to join with Corrections U.S.A.
in recognizing one of America’s finest
officers, Daniel Bates, a veteran mem-
ber of the Alaska Department of Cor-
rections, whose actions personify the
department’s motto, ‘““Vigilance Pride
Dedication.”

I thank the President and yield the
floor.
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ABUSE OF IRAQI PRISONERS

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, |
share the sense of outrage and disgust
that has been expressed by so many
Americans since the allegations and
horrifying pictures of deeply troubling
abuses at the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq
have come to light.

I am particularly sickened by the
damage that has been done to the
brave men and women of the United
States military. The depraved acts of a
few risk tarnishing the reputation of
hundreds of thousands of American
servicemen and women who behave
honorably every day, even in extraor-
dinarily difficult circumstances. These
acts also put our troops at risk, by
casting them in the role of abusers,
making it more difficult to gain the
trust and cooperation of lIraqis. Any-
time the Geneva Convention is vio-
lated, the framework of basic standards
on which all military personnel and
their families depend is weakened.

I am also troubled by the irreparable
damage done to American power. Our
power does not come only from mili-
tary might or economic muscle. We
also derive power from what we stand
for. Our commitment to basic human
rights, to human dignity, and to the
rule of law gives us power to persuade
and to lead and to inspire. When this
commitment is called into question,
American power is diminished, and this
is a terrible loss.

Now that these appalling acts have
been exposed and reported around the
world, we must proceed to show the
world something else—that our mili-
tary, our political system, and our so-
ciety do not condone this behavior,
that we are capable of a full and trans-
parent accounting for what has hap-
pened and how it has happened, that we
will take action to correct the failures
in the system, and that we are com-
mitted to addressing these abuses
through the rule of law.

———

DISCLOSING GOVERNMENT
WRONGDOING

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, today |
rise to pay tribute to those public serv-
ants who step forward to disclose gov-
ernment waste, fraud, and abuse. Com-
monly called whistleblowers, these in-
dividuals alert Congress and the public
to threats to health, waste of taxpayer
money, and other information vital to
running an effective and efficient gov-
ernment. While there are protections
in place for Federal employees who dis-
close government wrongdoing, certain
legal decisions prevent many from
coming forward. To underscore the im-
portance of whistleblowers, Time Mag-
azine called 2002 the ‘‘Year of the Whis-
tleblowers’ because of the bravery of
FBI Agent Colleen Rowley, who alerted
Congress to serious institutional prob-
lems at the FBI, and Sherron Watkins
and Cynthia Cooper, who blew the
whistle on financial mismanagement
at Enron and WorldCom, respectively.
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