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Sonoma Valley Unified School District in
Sonoma. As superintendent for Tamalpais
Union High School District, he managed to
raise teacher for salaries so that the students
could have the best and brightest teachers
possible.

Membership in the Marin County School/
Law Enforcement Partnership, School to Ca-
reer Partnership, the Treasury Oversight Com-
mittee, and the Joint Legislative Advisory
Committee demonstrates Bill's commitment to
education on the community level. He has
been President of the Marin Association of Su-
perintendents and the Special Education Local
Plan Area Operational Steering Committee
and worked statewide on behalf of small
school districts and basic aid districts.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Levinson’s commitment to
education extends beyond his duties as a su-
perintendent. Talk to him and you understand
that he is all about the students. | am proud
to salute an educator who demonstrates the
passion we need to ensure that our nation’s
children will grow up to be the leaders of to-
MOrrow.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JESSICA
McKAY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity and recognize Jessica
McKay, a senior at Fruita Monument High
School in Fruita, Colorado. A member of the
varsity golf team, Jessica has had a remark-
able spring season. Beginning with a thirteen
shot win at the season opening tournament at
Tiara Rado Golf Course, she has dominated
the Western Slope Tour. Jessica has dem-
onstrated remarkable poise and courage to
become the player she is today.

As a four-year varsity player on the Fruita
Monument team, Jessica has steadily im-
proved to become one of the top golfers in the
state. However, Jessica and her family were
struck with tragedy when, during her sopho-
more year, her younger brother Ricky was
killed in a car accident, and six months later
her father Tim died of a heart attack. Jessica
did not play golf for eight months, but feeling
guided by her departed loved ones, she re-
dedicated herself to the game. Last summer
she participated in a program that took her to
Rhode Island and Florida, and she competed
in a tournament in the Virgin Islands. Not only
is Jessica an excellent golfer, but she is also
an inspiration to her team and a natural lead-
er.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
the achievements of Jessica McKay before
this body of Congress and this nation. Her
dedication and perseverance in spite of obsta-
cles is truly moving. | wish her all the best in
her future endeavors.
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RECOGNIZING MRS. MARTHA
MARTINA THERESA DE LA ROSA
RIOS

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | stand today to
recognize the numerous contributions of Mar-
tha Martina Theresa De La Rosa Rios, who is
being honored with the Mexican Mother of the
Year Award by the Mexican Mother of the
Year Association.

Born on January 10, 1933, in Los Angeles,
California, Mrs. Rios graduated from Sacred
Heart of Jesus High School and married her
high school sweetheart, Jesus Melendrez Rios
in 1953, with whom she recently celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary. A mother of
five, Martha Rios has always prioritized the
happiness and well-being of her children and
family above all else. She made sure that her
children had beautiful birthday cakes and pre-
sents on the holidays even though their finan-
cial resources were tight. It comes as no sur-
prise to all those who know her—Martha Rios
exemplifies a giving and dedicated mother
whose love for her children sees no bound-
aries.

Martha Rios not only devotes herself to her
family, but also generously gives her time and
energy to her community as well. As a first
step in her goal to help others, Mrs. Rios en-
rolled in Rio Hondo College in her forties and
balanced taking care of her family and study-
ing to become a Registered Nurse. After at-
taining her degree, she worked in the Emer-
gency Room at the Beverly Hospital in
Montebello, California, where she spent many
hours trying to relieve patients’ distress.

Mrs. Rios also worked as a nurse for
AltaMed, and eventually became a social
worker for the elderly in the community. With
a strong sense of social duty, she often gave
her patients small gifts or food out of her own
pocket. Cherished and respected by all those
around her, Mrs. Rios relentlessly strives to
make her community a happier, healthier and
safer place for all. Her devotion to her family,
work, and her commitment to others has
earned her the love and praise of countless
people who have received her comfort, advice
and support.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask my col-
leagues to join me in saluting Mrs. Martha
Martina Theresa De La Rosa Rios for her self-
less and extraordinary dedication to her family
and our community. | am happy to know that
there are mothers like Mrs. Rios who will
serve as role models for future generations of
Mexican-American families, and | am honored
to recognize her today.

—

EXPRESSING CONCERN OF CON-
GRESS OVER IRAN’'S DEVELOP-
MENT OF MEANS TO PRODUCE
NUCLEAR WEAPONS

SPEECH OF

FORTNEY “PETE” STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 5, 2004

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, Iran’s deceptions
about its nuclear weapons program are rightly
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condemned. The United States ought to use
the tools at our disposal—both political and
economic—to demand an end to their egre-
gious policies.

However, this resolution calls for the U.S. to
use “all appropriate means to deter, dissuade,
and prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weap-
ons.” As long as President Bush is in office,
| can no longer trust that our foreign policy will
be carried out using “appropriate means.”
This President is no longer deserving of our
trust.

That's why | am forced to vote present on
this resolution. | simply don'’t trust that Presi-
dent Bush won’t misinterpret Congressional in-
tent and attempt to use this resolution in ways
Congress never intended.

The pre-emptive quagmire in Iraq in which
we now find ourselves was started under the
pretense of deterring and preventing weapons
of mass destruction. In fact, President Bush
used past declarations of Congress meant
merely to reprimand Iraq to justify full-blown
war against that regime.

Mr. Speaker, the Bush foreign policy of pre-
emptive war, threats, and isolation has made
the world a far more dangerous place. | want
no part of this neoconservative agenda.

—————

TRIBUTE TO ERNEST KOLB,
MAYOR OF OAK LAWN, COOK
COUNTY, IL

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 6, 2004

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the memory of a remarkable
civic leader from the Third District of lllinois,
Mayor Ernest F. Kolb. Throughout his career,
Mayor Kolb was an incredible visionary for the
Village of Oak Lawn.

Mayor Ernie was a strong, energetic leader,
and over the years he became a dear friend
of mine. The people of Oak Lawn thought the
world of him, for he was a man of true char-
acter and integrity. Mayor Ernie passed away
in June of 2003, yet he will live on in our
hearts and always be remembered by the
people of Oak Lawn.

Mayor Ernie served the Village of Oak Lawn
since 1955, and as mayor for the past twenty
six years. He dedicated his life to the village,
at all times envisioning routes to build a better
community. Mayor Ernie greatly impacted the
growth and prosperity of the village by seeing
to the construction of a new village hall, police
station, and fire station. Mayor Ernie continu-
ously recruited new businesses, worked to
beautify the community, and overall improved
the quality of life.

On April 24, 2004, the Ridgeland School
District honored this great man by dedicating
the Ernest F. Kolb Elementary School in his
name. During financial hardship for the State
of lllinois, the district was forced to close down
several schools. Mayor Ernie went far beyond
the call of duty to ensure that the Dearborn
Heights Elementary School kept the doors
open to their students. Today, the newly ren-
ovated Dearborn Heights will possess the
name and spirit of Ernest F. Kolb. The Village
of Oak Lawn will continue to share in his pas-
sion for education. The future of our commu-
nities rest in the children of our schools and it
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