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those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda
Evans, one of his secretaries.

———————

CONDEMNING GOVERNMENT OF
REPUBLIC OF SUDAN FOR AT-
TACKS AGAINST INNOCENT CI-
VILIANS IN IMPOVERISHED
DARFUR REGION

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 403) condemning the Govern-
ment of the Republic of the Sudan for
its attacks against innocent civilians
in the impoverished Darfur region of
western Sudan, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 403

Whereas, since early 2003, a conflict be-
tween forces of the Government of the Re-
public of the Sudan, including militia forces
backed by the Government, and rebel forces
in the impoverished Darfur region of western
Sudan has resulted in attacks by ground and
air forces of the Government of Sudan
against innocent civilians and undefended
villages in the region;

Whereas Sudanese Government forces and
government supported militia forces have
also engaged in the use of rape as a weapon
of war, the abduction of children, the de-
struction of food and water sources, and the
deliberate and systematic manipulation and
denial of humanitarian assistance for the
people of the Darfur region;

Whereas, on December 18, 2003, United Na-
tions Undersecretary General for Humani-
tarian Affairs Jan Egeland declared that the
Darfur region was probably ‘‘the world’s
worst humanitarian catastrophe’”, and in
April 2004 reported to the United Nations Se-
curity Council that in Darfur, ‘‘a sequence of
deliberate actions has been observed that
seem aimed at achieving a specific objective:
the forcible and long-term displacement of
the targeted communities which may also be
termed ‘ethnic cleansing’’’;

Whereas, on February 17, 2004, Amnesty
International reported that it ‘‘continues to
receive details of horrifying attacks against
civilians in villages by government war-
planes, soldiers, and pro-government mili-
tia’’;

Whereas, on February 18, 2004, United Na-
tions Special Envoy for Humanitarian Af-
fairs in Sudan Tom Eric Vraalsen declared,
following a trip to the Darfur region, that
‘‘aid workers are unable to reach the vast
majority [of the displaced]’’;

Whereas Doctors Without Borders, the
Nobel Peace Prize-winning medical humani-
tarian relief organization and one of the few
aid groups on the ground in the Darfur re-
gion, reported that the region is the scene of
‘“‘catastrophic mortality rates’’;

Whereas, on April 20, the United Nations
Office of the High Commissioner for Human
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Rights delayed the release of a report citing
gross human rights abuses, crimes against
humanity, and war crimes committed in
Darfur in a bid to gain access to Sudan for
investigators;

Whereas the Government of Sudan con-
tinues to deny humanitarian assistance for
the people of the Darfur region by denying
them unrestricted access to humanitarian
aid organizations;

Whereas attacks on civilians in Darfur
continue despite an April 8, 2004, temporary
cease-fire agreement;

Whereas nearly 3,000,000 people affected by
the conflict in the Darfur region have re-
mained beyond the reach of aid agencies try-
ing to provide essential humanitarian assist-
ance, and United Nations aid agencies esti-
mate that they have been able to reach only
15 percent of people in need and that more
than 700,000 people have been displaced with-
in Sudan in the past year; and

Whereas the United States delegation to
the 60th Session of the United Nations Com-
mission on Human Rights sponsored a reso-
lution condemning the Government of Sudan
for grave violations of human rights and hu-
manitarian law occurring in the Darfur re-
gion: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) strongly condemns the Government of
the Republic of the Sudan and militia groups
supported by the Government of Sudan for
attacks against innocent civilians in the im-
poverished Darfur region of western Sudan,
in violation of Article 3 of the Geneva Con-
ventions, done at Geneva August 12, 1949, and
entered into force October 21, 1950, which
specifically prohibit attacks on civilians,
and demands that the Government of Sudan
immediately take actions to cease these at-
tacks;

(2) urges the Government of Sudan to im-
mediately disarm and disband government
supported militia groups;

(3) urges the Government of Sudan and all
parties to honor commitments made in the
cease-fire agreement of April 8, 2004;

(4) calls on the Government of Sudan to
grant full, unconditional, and immediate ac-
cess to Darfur to humanitarian aid organiza-
tions, the human rights investigation and
humanitarian teams of the United Nations,
including protection officers, and an inter-
national monitoring team in compliance
with the temporary cease-fire agreement
that is based in Darfur and has the support
of the United States and the European
Union;

(5) encourages the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International De-
velopment to work with donors to imme-
diately deliver humanitarian assistance to
Darfur, including the delivery of food by air
if necessary;

(6) calls on the Secretary of State to de-
velop a plan for further bilateral and multi-
lateral action in the event the Government
of Sudan fails to immediately undertake the
actions called for in paragraph (3), including
a plan to seek a Security Council resolution
addressing the Darfur situation;

(7) deplores the inaction of some member
states of the United Nations and the failure
of the United Nations Human Rights Com-
mission to take strong action with respect to
the crisis in Darfur;

(8) urges the President to direct the United
States Representative to the United Nations
to—

(A) seek an official investigation by the
United Nations to determine if crimes
against humanity have been committed by
the Government of Sudan and government-
supported militia groups in the Darfur re-
gion; and
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(B) work with the international commu-
nity to ensure that the individuals respon-
sible for crimes against humanity in Darfur
are held accountable for their actions; and

(9) strongly urges the President to impose
targeted sanctions, including a ban on travel
to the United States and freezing of personal
assets, against officials and other individuals
of the Government of Sudan, as well as
Janjaweed militia commanders, who are re-
sponsible for war crimes and crimes against
humanity in the Darfur region.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. GREEN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. GREEN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Con. Res. 403, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WoLF) for bringing House Concurrent
Resolution 403, condemning the Gov-
ernment of Sudan for its attacks
against innocent civilians in the im-
poverished Darfur region of western
Sudan, before us today.

The crisis in Darfur has been de-
scribed as one of the worst humani-
tarian catastrophes on the planet.
Nearly 1 million people have been dis-
placed, and anywhere between 10,000
and 30,000 people have been killed. The
United States Agency for International
Development estimates that another
350,000 civilians could die in the next 9
months as a result of the unfolding hu-
manitarian crisis.

Backed by the Sudanese Government,
Arabic-speaking militias, collectively
known as the Janjaweed, have mur-
dered, raped and pillaged with impu-
nity. Hundreds of villages have been
burned to the ground, crops have been
razed and vital irrigation systems have
been destroyed.

It is feared that the situation will
only get worse. The rainy season has
now arrived, making transport of food
aid more difficult and more costly. If
the refugees cannot return to their
homes to plant crops soon, they will be
completely dependent on food aid for
the next 18 months. Outrageously, the
Sudanese Government continues to
frustrate efforts to deliver humani-
tarian assistance to the region.

Following a Security Council brief-
ing earlier this month, the acting U.N.
High Commissioner for Human Rights
summarized the situation in Darfur by
stating: ‘“One, there is a reign of terror
in this area. Two, there is a scorched
earth policy. Three, there are repeated
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