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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BisHOP of Utah).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 18, 2004.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ROB BISHOP
to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2003, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 256 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes, but in
no event shall debate extend beyond
9:50 a.m.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 1
minute a.m.), the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

———
O 1000

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. BAsS) at 10 a.m.

PRAYER

The Reverend Maury Davis, Pastor,
Cornerstone Church, Madison, Ten-
nessee, offered the following prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, I come to You
in the matchless Name of Jesus Christ
on behalf of our United States House of
Representatives.

The men and the women who serve in
this House have been entrusted with a
divine and eternal responsibility to
make decisions directing the greatest
Nation that has ever been developed on
the face of the Earth. This Nation,
born by men and women of faith, needs
Your help in this generation. I pray
that You will speak to every heart in
this room about Your love for them, as
well as Your hopes and desires for
greatness in each individual.

I pray in this House that there will
be godly wisdom and spiritual insight
into the circumstances that seem to be
just happenstance. I pray for the people
in this room that they will live their
lives in such a way that the youth of
this Nation can model themselves after
them, that the laws they pass will help
to perpetuate our national Christian
heritage, and that their lives will leave
a legacy of good, not of evil.

I pray for their families that, as they
serve our country, their children will
not be left out or left behind. I pray
that You will use this body for Your
glory and for the glory of the kingdom
of God.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVIS)

come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a concur-
rent resolution of the following title in
which the concurrence of the House is
requested:

S. Con. Res. 103. Concurrent resolution
honoring the contributions of the women,
symbolized by ‘‘Rosie the Riveter’”, who
served on the homefront during World War
II, and for other purposes.

———

WELCOMING THE REVEREND
MAURY DAVIS

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, we wel-
come today Pastor Maury Davis, who
delivered our prayer.

Pastor Davis was arrested at age 18
for the crime of first-degree murder.
Following his trial and conviction, he
served 8% years in the Texas Depart-
ment of Corrections. During his incar-
ceration, Maury found his Savior in
Jesus Christ and led a revival among
his fellow prisoners.

Following his unexpected release
from prison, Maury served on the pas-
toral staff of Calvary Temple in Irving,
Texas, under the leadership of Dr. J.
Don George where he served as the
Youth Pastor. There he met and mar-
ried his wife, Gail, and in 1986 they be-
came the parents of triplets, Gabrielle,
Danielle and Galen. In 1994 their son,
Dillon, was added to their family.

After 5 years at Calvary Temple,
Maury answered the call to full-time
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evangelism and the young family trav-
eled across the United States preaching
in churches, youth camps, Bible
schools and speaking to teens in public
schools.

In 1991, after preaching one Sunday
at the 250-member Cornerstone Church
in Madison, Tennessee, Maury was of-
fered the position of Senior Pastor. He
accepted that appointment and has led
Cornerstone to its current average at-
tendance of 2,200 people every Sunday.
He is also serving as an Executive Pres-
byter of the Tennessee District of the
Assemblies of God.

We welcome Pastor Maury Davis to
the House of Representatives today.

———

TAXATION’S EVIL TWIN

(Mr. DELAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, this week
the House will take up the second com-
ponent of our careers initiative to
unshackle the national economy and
unleash the potential of the American
people on the global market.

Last week, we passed three major
bills to help doctors, patients and con-
sumers retake control of the American
health care system from government
bureaucrats and trial lawyers. This
week we are setting our sights on an
even bigger target, the invisible mon-
ster of the Federal regulatory state.

Today, in America, Federal regula-
tions cost American consumers and
companies more than $800 billion a
year, about $8,000 for an average Amer-
ican family every year. That is more
than that family spends on food. Those
$800 billion could be saved, invested,
used to train employees or create mil-
lions of new jobs.

We in the Republican majority think
it is about time that that money was
put toward those better uses than
being swallowed up by Beltway bureau-
crats and outdated rules and regula-
tions. That is why we will take up leg-
islation this week that reforms four as-
pects of the Occupational Safety and
Health Act of 1970, to bring parity and
common sense back to the regulatory
review and citation process.

We will also take up major legisla-
tion specifically targeting the massive
amounts of paperwork that consume
not only hundreds of thousands of man-
hours and millions of trees every year,
but upwards of $320 billion as well. Be-
cause when you think about this kind
of job-killing, career-stagnating men-
ace, Mr. Speaker, you realize that reg-
ulation is just taxation’s evil twin. All
you have to do is imagine the Internal
Revenue Code dressed in black with an
eye-patch and you have got the Federal
Register.

For decades, layer upon layer of rules
and regulations, many of them duplica-
tive and many more of them self-con-
tradictory, have been foisted upon the
American people, their employers and
their employees. The time has come for
Congress to begin moving toward uni-
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versal regulatory reform and looking
for new ways to reduce and eliminate
bureaucratic red tape.

This week, we will begin that process
and allow the American people to go
back to work for their customers and
clients instead of their Federal over-
seers in Washington, D.C.

————————

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I
have a parliamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state it.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Are we in the 1-
minute section of the calendar?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair is recognizing Members for 1-
minute speeches.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. And the Chair is
keeping time?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair accords traditional treatment to
the party leaders.

————

911 EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

(Ms. ESHOO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, every day
in America there are over 150,000 911
calls made from a cell phone. This rep-
resents more than 25 percent of all 911
calls made in our country. Each one of
these calls is singly one of the most
important ones that an individual will
make. Yet most Americans would be
shocked to learn that the majority of
our country’s Public Safety Answering
Points still do not have Enhanced 911,
or E-911, technology needed to track
the location of the emergency caller on
their mobile phone. This is unaccept-
able. Most, if not all, mobile phone
users buy them for the added security
of knowing that if they need to make a
911 call, help will be on the way short-
ly.

I am proud that the House, supported
by the E-911 Caucus, passed legislation
providing Federal grants to enhance
our emergency communications sys-
tem and make E-911 a reality. Now it is
time for the other body to act. With so
much weighing on these calls, we have
to do everything we can to accelerate
the deployment of this lifesaving tech-
nology.

————

ARE YOU BETTER OFF?

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask the question that Presi-
dent-to-be Ronald Reagan made famous
in the debate in 1980: ‘‘Are you better
off today than you were 4 years ago?”’

The answer, of course, for most
Americans is ‘“‘no.” Under President
Bush and the Republican Congress,
most Americans have suffered. If you
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are a taxpayer, you are not better off.
We went from a budget that was in bal-
ance in 1999, the deficit was zero, and
on a path to a $5.6 trillion surplus to
one now that is half a trillion dollars
in debt this year alone.

If you are a senior, you are not better
off because prescription drug costs for
seniors have skyrocketed 44 percent in
the last 4 years. And what do they get
but a hoax of a prescription drug bill.

If you are a student, you are not bet-
ter off because the Bush administra-
tion has underfunded the No Child Left
Behind Act by $27 billion since 2001 and
wants to cut funding for higher edu-
cation by $1.3 billion while college tui-
tion has increased by 28 percent.

If you are a worker, you are not bet-
ter off because 2.2 million jobs have
been lost and the unemployment rate
is 5.6 percent, one-third higher than
the 4.2 percent when President Bush
took office. And workers are not better
off because wages have failed to keep
pace with inflation. Wages rose a mere
nickel between March and April.

If you are a consumer, you are not
better off because gas prices have in-
creased from $1.26 to a record $2.01 a
gallon since President Bush took of-
fice.

In the next few days, we will be offer-
ing further lists of grievances of the
reckless policies of the Bush adminis-
tration and the Republican Congress.
Clearly, we are not better off since
President Bush took office.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM SOLDIER
STATIONED IN IRAQ

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, this
weekend we celebrate the greatest gen-
eration, our World War II veterans. I
am here to say that I think we have
the next greatest generation, and that
is our men and women serving today
around the world. This is an e-mail
from one of them:

“Thank you, sir, for the note. I ap-
preciate your concern for the troops
stationed in Iraq. I am flying
Blackhawks based in Balad, Iraq. I am
currently working with another West
Point graduate, a very capable infantry
officer from the class of 2001, in devel-
oping an Air QRF team to respond to
mortar and rocket attacks on the air
base. We have been operational for
about 10 days and are still refining our
tactics and writing SOPs, but it is
going well. I am impressed with the
commitment the Army has made to
good food, hot showers and decent liv-
ing conditions.

“I have spent 16 years training,
burned countless gallons of jet fuel and
have flown over 1,800 hours in prepara-
tion for this deployment, and I am
proud to serve and give the country
something back for all it has invested
in me.

“I have a wife and two young boys. I
miss them very much. We are blessed
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with close family and friends, and it is
a comfort to know that they are well
cared for in my absence. My mom has
always been a special source of comfort
in difficult times. I speak with her
often and just today received a box of
her homemade cookies.

“Thanks for taking the time to offer
your support. I believe our task here is
a difficult one. I hope we will stay the
course.”

To this young man, I say, we will.

——
ARE YOU BETTER OFF?

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Yes, it was a fa-
mous American who once asked, ‘“‘Are
you better off today than you were 4
years ago?’ To most Americans, the
answer is ‘‘no.” That is not just me
saying it. A Gallup poll found that 62
percent of Americans are dissatisfied
with the way things are going here at
home.

There is a reason why a majority of
Americans believe that our country is
headed in the wrong direction under
the leadership of President Bush. Me-
dian income has dropped 3.3 percent
since President Bush was elected.

Two million Americans have lost
their jobs since President Bush got his.

Three-and-a-half million people have
moved onto the poverty rolls since
President Bush moved into the White
House.

Four million more people are unin-
sured since President Bush was sworn
in.

Our constituents are being gouged at
the gas pump while President Bush fills
his campaign coffers with checks from
big oil and big gas.

Consumer confidence, which was at
115.7 in January 2001, was at 92.9 last
month.

College tuition, up 14 percent in 1
year.

We are not better off.

———
ARE YOU BETTER OFF?

(Mr. NUSSLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NUSSLE. It is hard to believe
that the Democrats are coming to the
floor today and trying to spread fear
and make sure that people feel that
they are not better off. They ask the
question, Are you better off than 4
years ago? They hope you are not. Re-
publicans not only hope you are, but
will work to make sure you are.

The Democrats have no plan to bal-
ance the budget. All they offer from
their nominee is higher taxes and big-
ger government. The seniors, for the
first time since the Medicare plan was
put into place in 1965, have choices as
a result of a Republican Congress and
President Bush.

Students have received two times the
increase of education funding since Re-
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publicans took office, three times for
special education alone.

We have more workers working in
this country than at any time in Amer-
ican history.

We had the strongest growth in the
last 6 months. In the last 20 years we
have not seen this kind of growth.

Interest rates are at the lowest ever.

The other side has stopped an energy
plan going on now 6 years, and now
they stand at the gas pump and wring
their hands and wonder why gas prices
are as high as they are.

Democrats hope you are not better
off. Republicans will work to make
sure you are better off.

0 1015

THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION’S
RECORD

(Mr. MEEKS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, a description of the Bush adminis-
tration record of the last 3% years is
something like this:

Not fully funding No Child Left Be-
hind, unintelligent. Not providing a
real benefit to seniors for prescription
drug purposes, shameful. Not putting
forth a real solution to significantly
decrease the 44 million uninsured, bad
medicine. Weapons of mass destruc-
tion, a lie. No-bid contracts for the
Vice President’s former company Halli-
burton, scandalous. Revealing the
name of a covert CIA operative, trai-
torous. The Abu Ghraib fiasco, passing
the buck. The management of the Iraq
War, bumbling. The promise of no na-
tion-building, forgotten. Being a uniter
as opposed to a divider, hilarious.

The promise of a less arrogant for-
eign policy, you have got to be kidding
me.

————

H.R. 3722, THE UNDOCUMENTED
ALIEN EMERGENCY MEDICAL AS-
SISTANCE AMENDMENTS OF 2004

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, Congress
has consistently approved the eligi-
bility of undocumented immigrants to
receive emergency services, and I firm-
ly believe that providing emergency
health care is not inconsistent with
curbing illegal immigration, which
continues to be a high priority for me
and others here.

H.R. 3722, which we discussed yester-
day and will be voting on today, would
require hospitals to gather information
on patients in emergency care situa-
tions, including a biometric indicator
to be retained in hospital records for a
minimum of 5 years. This data would
be transmitted to the Department of
Homeland Security to initiate the re-
moval proceedings for undocumented
immigrants.
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Hospitals oppose H.R. 3722 because it
will, in fact, compromise public safety.
The American Hospital Association
states: “H.R. 3722 could pose a signifi-
cant public health threat for entire
communities because the fear of depor-
tation would inevitably preclude un-
documented immigrants from seeking
care for communicable diseases until
these individuals are extremely ill.”’

Mr. Speaker, we need to do every-
thing we can to ensure that we do not
pass H.R. 3722.

———

THE STATE OF THE U.S. ECONOMY

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak
about the declining state of the econ-
omy. When President Bush took office,
we had a $236 billion budget surplus
and the Nation had created 22 million
jobs in the previous 8 years. The coun-
try was experiencing the biggest drop
in child poverty in a generation and
the lowest poverty rate in 20 years.

Today, 8.2 million Americans are
looking for work and the unemploy-
ment rate is 30 percent higher. 2.2 mil-
lion private sector jobs and 2.7 million
manufacturing jobs have been lost.
Household income has decreased by al-
most $1,600 per family. The number of
the uninsured has increased by 3.8 mil-
lion. College tuition is up 28 percent.

As busy as we are and as important
as the effort on foreign policy is, I hope
this administration would dedicate
some of its time to economic security
as well. The American people have suf-
fered much from terrorism. They do
not need to suffer any more from Presi-
dent Bush’s faltering and failed eco-
nomic policies.

HONORING SISTER JEANNE
O’LAUGHLIN

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
Sister Jeanne O’Laughlin is a name
synonymous with compassion, love,
and energy.

As the President of Barry University
for the past 23 years in my hometown
of Miami, Sister Jeanne has brought
hope not only to our South Florida
community but also to the inter-
national community. Sister Jeanne is
known and loved by all of our South
Florida residents. She is a dynamic and
energetic champion for education and
has worked tirelessly to ensure that
Barry University far exceeded its goals.
She has dedicated her entire life to
education and to the improvement of
the human condition. Sister Jeanne’s
concern for others and her willingness
to fight for justice makes her an irre-
placeable part of our South Florida
family.

We have been blessed to have Sister
Jeanne in our community. We love her,
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we thank her, and we wish her much
success and happiness in all of her fu-
ture endeavors.

———
ARE WE BETTER OFF NOW?

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I often
ask the question, Are we better off
than we were? And I think that that
question needs to be posed today and
for the next few months with regard to
the Bush administration and the Re-
publican majority here in the Congress.

If we think about 4 years ago, we
were in a surplus situation. Now we
have a huge deficit. If we think about
4 years ago, we were basically at peace.
Now in the midst of a war, a war which
I think most people realize was essen-
tially fought for the wrong reasons and
which is costing us a tremendous
amount of resources as well as costing
us lives and wounded soldiers. And if
we also think about 4 years ago, the
economy was doing very well. Jobs
were being created. Four years later
under the Bush administration and the
Republican majority, we have a situa-
tion where something like 2.5 million
jobs have been lost and many Ameri-
cans are having a hard time making
ends meet.

So when the Republicans say to us,
or anybody says to us, Are we better
off than we were 4 years ago under this
administration, the answer is clearly,
no.

———
REPORT ILLEGAL ALIENS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
last year illegal aliens cost taxpayers
more than $1 billion in hospital costs.

I support H.R. 3722, introduced by the
gentleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER), which requires hospitals to
report the immigration status of the
individuals they treat. This bill also
makes employers responsible for these
medical costs if they employ the illegal
alien.

Hospitals already collect information
from patients. Reporting immigration
status as a condition for receiving Fed-
eral funds is not overly burdensome.

We cannot afford to ignore the grow-
ing costs associated with illegal immi-
gration. In my home State of Texas,
health care for illegal immigrants
costs taxpayers at least $170 million
every year.

If we are serious about reducing ille-
gal immigration, we need to support
this legislation.

——————

QUESTIONING THE HOUSE
SCHEDULE

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, this is,
since April 1, the 16th day the House
has been in session. And here is a sam-
ple of what we have done: we have
named 11 post offices, recognized the
Garden Club of America, recognized the
importance of music education in
America, and authorized the use of the
Capitol grounds for the Soap Box
Derby.

What has happened to our troops in
Iraq in that time? We lost 184 Ameri-
cans, our loved ones, bringing the total
to 785. As we name post offices, our
constituents are asking questions of
the whys and hows of Iraq and want us
to get the answers.

This week how are we handling the
controversies in Iraq? We are going to
name three more post offices; authorize
the use of the Capitol grounds, appro-
priately, for the World War II memo-
rial services; and consider the Paper-
work Reduction Act. Then we are going
on recess.

This House has surrendered its over-
sight role, which is constitutionally
enacted and guaranteed, by rubber-
stamping the policy in Iraq without
asking the questions our constituents
are asking and not seeking the answers
they need.

As President Kennedy once said, ‘“To
govern is to choose.” We need to make
choices here.

———

WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION
IN IRAQ

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, for months
we have heard opponents of the war in
Iraq come to the floor of this Congress
and ask the question again and again,
where are the weapons of mass destruc-
tion?

And yesterday the answer came in
part, and the silence on the left is deaf-
ening. Yesterday the Coalition Provi-
sional Authority announced the dis-
covery of two separate Iraqi munitions
wired by terrorists to serve as IEDs in
Baghdad which date to the regime of
Saddam Hussein and contain weapons
of mass destruction, sarin and mustard
gas.

Where are the weapons of mass de-
struction? Mr. Speaker, the answer is
becoming more clear by the hour. The
weapons of mass destruction are where
they have always been, hidden in Bagh-
dad, within the reach of terrorists, a
threat to U.S. troops, the region, and
the wider world, and more than enough
justification for our deeds and the
courage of our troops in that region.

————

THE BUDGET DEFICIT AND THE
NEXT ELECTION

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, my
remarks are 1 minute long. During this
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minute, the economic policies put into
place by the President and Republican
leaders will force America to spend al-
most $1 million more than it takes in.
That is right. We are free-spending $1
million a minute we do not have.

This President has created the worst
budget deficit in history and the worst
economic climate since the Depression.
The administration keeps rewarding its
friends with seven-figure incomes.
They are doing it by mortgaging Amer-
ica’s future.

There is a payment coming due this
November, and America has saved up.
It is called an election. Soon a new
President and Democratic leadership
will restore fiscal sanity to this house
of cards. It is not soon enough to send
George Bush back to Crawford, Texas.

———

IN SUPPORT OF MAJOR MEDICAL
LIABILITY REFORM

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, this
week is a good week. The American
College of Surgeons is in town visiting
us in our offices on Capitol Hill, and so
it is of some note that we passed again
a measure for liability reform Ilast
week in this House. We did that a year
ago and unfortunately got stalled over
somewhere by the rotunda. I hope this
year it can indeed go forward because,
Mr. Speaker, it is so important for peo-
ple to realize and for my friends at the
American College of Surgeons to real-
ize that right now we have got a Presi-
dent who will sign major medical li-
ability reform. We have a candidate
running for that office who has either
voted ‘‘no” or been absent when that
vote has been taken in the other body.

We can no longer afford the crippling
costs of defensive medicine that are
layered upon our existing health care
system. Mr. Speaker, it is time for
Americans to sit up and take notice of
this problem. Our professional people
and our patients are indeed in peril.

——————

SENIORS WILL NOT BE SCARED BY
PARTISAN RHETORIC

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, after years of rhetoric and
empty promises on improving health
care, on June 1 seniors will finally be
able to save money on their prescrip-
tion drugs by choosing a drug discount
card that best suits them. This is only
possible because the Republican Con-
gress and President Bush passed bipar-
tisan legislation that modernizes Medi-
care and provided a real prescription
drug benefit that means immediate
savings for seniors across the Nation.

While some Members are engaging in
partisan scare tactics in an election
year, they cannot stop seniors from
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discovering true savings through the
discount cards in less than a month.
Seniors can choose with confidence be-
cause each card program will be mon-
itored by the Department of Health
and Human Services and can expect
savings from 10 to 25 percent on drug
costs.

Seniors who want more information
on the drug discount cards can log into
www.medicare.gov or call 1-800-MEDI-
CARE.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September 11.

———

SUPPORT H.R. 3722

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker,
today we will vote on H.R. 3722, and we
have heard a lot of bogus arguments
that are based on just total misrepre-
sentations of this bill. I would hope the
people go to the basics of this.

We cannot be the HMO of the world
and expect to take care of our own peo-
ple. And if Congress does not act, if
H.R. 3722 is not passed, illegal immi-
grants will have priority in America’s
emergency rooms because the Federal
Government will be picking up the tab
for illegals, but not for U.S. citizens.
That is a travesty.

Furthermore, we all know we have
limited dollars here to take care of our
seniors and our children. Those limited
dollars should not be squandered on il-
legal immigrants.

People have come here illegally and
thumbed their noses at our law. Why
are we spending billions of dollars to
take care of their health care while we
cannot provide any medicine to our
seniors? This is a travesty.

H.R. 3722 will help correct the situa-
tion, at least get us back to going in
the right direction rather than allo-
cating more and more resources to the
care of illegal immigrants. Vote for
H.R. 3722.

———
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2728, OCCUPATIONAL

SAFETY AND HEALTH SMALL
BUSINESS DAY IN COURT ACT OF
2004, H.R. 2729, OCCUPATIONAL
SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW
COMMISSION EFFICIENCY ACT
OF 2004, H.R. 2730, OCCUPATIONAL
SAFETY AND HEALTH INDE-
PENDENT REVIEW OF OSHA CI-
TATIONS ACT OF 2004, H.R. 2731,
OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND
HEALTH SMALL EMPLOYER AC-
CESS TO JUSTICE ACT OF 2004,
AND H.R. 2432, PAPERWORK AND
REGULATORY IMPROVEMENTS
ACT OF 2004

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 645 and ask
for its immediate consideration.
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The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 645

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 2728) to amend the
Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970
to provide for adjudicative flexibility with
regard to an employer filing of a notice of
contest following the issuance of a citation
by the Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration. The bill shall be considered as
read for amendment. The amendment rec-
ommended by the Committee on Education
and the Workforce now printed in the bill
shall be considered as adopted. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill, as amended, to final passage with-
out intervening motion except: (1) one hour
of debate on the bill, as amended, equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Education and the Workforce; and (2) one
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

SEC. 2. Upon the adoption of this resolution
it shall be in order to consider in the House
the bill (H.R. 2729) to amend the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act of 1970 to pro-
vide for greater efficiency at the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Review Commis-
sion. The bill shall be considered as read for
amendment. The amendment in the nature
of a substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce now
printed in the bill, modified by the amend-
ment printed in part A of the report of the
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution, shall be considered as adopted. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill, as amended, to final pas-
sage without intervening motion except: (1)
one hour of debate on the bill, as amended,
equally divided and controlled by the chair-
man and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Education and the Workforce;
and (2) one motion to recommit with or
without instructions.

SEC. 3. Upon the adoption of this resolution
it shall be in order to consider in the House
the bill (H.R. 2730) to amend the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act of 1970 to pro-
vide for an independent review of citations
issued by the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration. The bill shall be con-
sidered as read for amendment. The amend-
ment recommended by the Committee on
Education and the Workforce now printed in
the bill, modified by the amendment printed
in part B of the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution, shall be
considered as adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate
on the bill, as amended, equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce; and (2) one motion
to recommit with or without instructions.

SEC. 4. Upon the adoption of this resolution
it shall be in order to consider in the House
the bill (H.R. 2731) to amend the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act of 1970 to pro-
vide for the award of attorney’s fees and
costs to very small employers when they pre-
vail in litigation prompted by the issuance of
citations by the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration. The bill shall be con-
sidered as read for amendment. The amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Education
and the Workforce now printed in the bill,
modified by the amendment printed in part C
of the report of the Committee on Rules ac-
companying this resolution, shall be consid-
ered as adopted. The previous question shall
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be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate
on the bill, as amended, equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce; and (2) one motion
to recommit with or without instructions.

SEC. 5. At any time after the adoption of
this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant to
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House
resolved into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 2432) to amend the Pa-
perwork Reduction Act and titles 5 and 31,
United States Code, to reform Federal paper-
work and regulatory processes. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
Points of order against consideration of the
bill for failure to comply with clause 4(a) of
rule XIIT are waived. General debate shall be
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Government Reform.
After general debate the bill shall be consid-
ered for amendment under the five-minute
rule. It shall be in order to consider as an
original bill for the purpose of amendment
under the five-minute rule the amendment
in the nature of a substitute recommended
by the Committee on Government Reform
now printed in the bill. The committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute
shall be consider as read. No amendment to
the committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute shall be in order except those
printed in part D of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion. Each such amendment may be offered
only in the order printed in the report, may
be offered only by a Member designated in
the report, shall be considered as read, shall
be debatable for the time specified in the re-
port equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent, shall not be sub-
ject to amendment, and shall not be subject
to a demand for division of the question in
the House or in the Committee of the Whole.
All points of order against such amendments
are waived. At the conclusion of consider-
ation of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. Any Member may demand a
separate vote in the House on any amend-
ment adopted in the Committee of the Whole
to the bill or to the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

SEC. 6. (a) In the engrossment of H.R. 2728,
the Clerk shall—

(1) await the disposition of all the bills
contemplated in sections 2-5;

(2) add the respective texts of all the bills
contemplated in sections 2-5, as passed by
the House, as new matter at the end of H.R.
2728;

(3) conform the title of H.R. 2728 to reflect
the addition to the engrossment of the text
of all the bills contemplated in sections 2-5
that have passed the House;

(4) assign appropriate designations to pro-
visions within the engrossment; and

(5) conform provisions for short titles with-
in the engrossment.

(b) Upon the addition to the engrossment
of H.R. 2728 of the text of the bills con-
templated in sections 2-5 that have passed
the House, such bills shall be laid on the
table.

(c) If H.R. 2728 is disposed of without reach-
ing the stage on engrossment as con-
templated in subsection (a), the bill that
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first passes the House as contemplated in
section 2-5 shall be treated in the manner
specified for H.R. 2728 in subsections (a) and
(b), and only the other bills contemplated in
sections 2-5 that have passed the House shall
be laid on the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BASs). The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
SESSIONS) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my friend, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution before us
is a rule for consideration of a package
of bills, H.R. 2728, H.R. 2729, H.R. 2730,
H.R. 2731 and H.R. 2432, which are all
being brought to the floor today by the
House Republican leadership, that will
help to cut the cost of burdensome reg-
ulations for American small businesses
and help create new jobs in America.

H. Res. 645 provides for the separate
consideration of each of these five
measures. Each bill covered under this
rule will have its own debate time and
the opportunity to be voted on by this
body.

Finally, the rule also provides, at the
close of consideration of these meas-
ures, the Clerk of the House will be di-
rected to combine the text of each of
these bills that passes the House under
this rule as one engrossed bill and send
it to the other body.

Mr. Speaker, we are here today to
consider a rule for a number of com-
mon-sense bills that will eliminate un-
necessary paperwork and bring some
much-needed flexibility to the regu-
latory process for American small busi-
ness. This legislation will also improve
worker safety by making it easier for
employers to work voluntarily and
proactively with OSHA to ensure safe
and secure workplaces.

While this may seem like a com-
plicated rule, its effect is quite simple:
It will help to cut down on wasteful
costs that many small businesses face
as a result of burdensome, one-size-fits-
all government regulations.

The bills brought up for consider-
ation under this rule will allow small
businesses to focus more of their time
and energy on competing in the mar-
ketplace, providing their customers
with better goods and services and cre-
ating new jobs all across America,
rather than spending their time filling
out forms or arguing with some dis-
tant, nameless, faceless bureaucrat.

One of the Republican Party’s top
priorities is to create an environment
that empowers small businesses and
their employees to succeed, which has
been proved by the House’s agenda over
the last few weeks. Last week, the
House took up and overwhelmingly
passed legislation to allow low- and
middle-income Americans to keep
more of what they earn by perma-
nently extending the 10 percent tax
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bracket created by President Bush’s
2001 tax relief plan.

The House also took up the oppor-
tunity to pass legislation that im-
proves upon and strengthens Flexible
Spending Accounts, addresses the sky-
rocketing cost of medical liability in-
surance and allows small businesses to
join together to provide their employ-
ees with health insurance through As-
sociation Health Plans.

This week, the House will be consid-
ering yet another tax relief bill on be-
half of working families and will ex-
pand and make permanent the child
tax credit. And we will also be consid-
ering these five bills to make it easier
for our Nation’s small businesses to
create jobs that will help sustain our
economy’s growth.

H.R. 2728, the Occupational Safety
and Health Small Business Day in
Court Act, amends the Occupational
Safety and Health Act of 1970 to pro-
vide flexibility to employers filling out
responses to OSHA citations. Cur-
rently, the law sets a strict and arbi-
trary deadline of 15 days for businesses
to respond to an OSHA citation, de-
spite the fact that since the 1980s, a
Federal rule of procedure has granted
employers relief in cases where an em-
ployer filed a late notice of contest be-
cause of ‘“‘mistake, inadvertence, sur-
prise or excusable neglect.” H.R. 2728
would simply codify this common-
sense practice in law and give OSHA
some direction in handling cases where
a business misses its 15-day window.

H.R. 2729, the Occupational Safety
and Health Review Commission Effi-
ciency Act, would create greater effi-
ciency at the Occupational Safety and
Health Review Commission by adding
two additional members to this board
so that it may complete its work in a
more timely fashion on behalf of em-
ployers and employees all across the
United States.

Under current law, the membership
of the Commission is set at three ap-
pointed members. Two members are re-
quired to constitute a quorum, and the
Commission can only take action on an
affirmative vote of two members, re-
gardless of whether these seats are va-
cant or filled.

For over two-thirds of its existence,
the Commission has been paralyzed by
frequent vacancies that have resulted
in several critical and well-documented
inefficiencies, rendering the entire reg-
ulatory scheme devised by Congress for
resolving OSHA disputes unworkable.

By creating two new seats on the
Commission, Congress can protect
against the chance that an extended
vacancy on the Commission will pre-
vent this body from resolving disputes
in a timely fashion.

H.R. 2730, the Occupational Safety
and Health Independent Review of
OSHA Citations Act, will provide for
the fair and independent review of cita-
tions issued by OSHA. Legislative his-
tory and practice have made it clear
that while OSHA is responsible for
rule-making, enforcement and adju-
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dication of issues pertinent to work-
place safety, the Occupational Safety
and Health Review Commission is in-
tended to provide an independent re-
view of OSHA’s functions and act as a
check on any prosecutorial excess.

This bill would simply restore re-
sponsible checks and balances to the
current system by making it clear that
the Commission’s legal interpretations
are given the proper judicial deference.

H.R. 2731, the Occupational Safety
and Health Small Employer Access to
Justice Act, provides for the payment
of attorney’s fees and costs to very
small employers when they prevail in
legislation prompted by the issuance of
citations by OSHA.

The reason for this legislation is sim-
ple: The government should not be able
to intimidate small businesses into
blindly following their mandates sim-
ply because the business thinks it can-
not afford to fight in a case where it
might otherwise prevail.

This bill will put American small
businesses on a more level playing field
with large and powerful government
bureaucracies and give them the cour-
age to speak up for themselves when
they are right by removing the finan-
cial penalties that currently exist for
defending themselves.

Finally, H.R. 2432, the Paperwork and
Regulatory Improvement Act, reduces
Federal regulatory paperwork and red
tape by requiring OMB to devote more
effort to identifying ways to simplify
Federal laws. This bill would also make
permanent GAO’s authorization to ana-
lyze major rules proposed by Federal
agencies and require OMB to integrate
its regulatory accounting reports with
its annual budget report, so that law-
makers can compare the on-budget and
off-budget costs associated with each
agency requiring paperwork by the
public.
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Like all the other bills being consid-
ered on this rule today, it would help
create jobs and allow America’s busi-
ness men and women to spend less of
their own time on resources, on com-
plicated regulatory and taxes paper-
work that hurts the economy, instead
of running their own businesses.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of this legis-
lation that Congress has passed and
will continue to pass to promote the
Republican competitiveness agenda. I
think it is important that we come to
the floor today with a full discussion
on legislation that will give Americans
more time to spend running their busi-
nesses or with their families or how-
ever they choose to spend it.

I think it is important to remember
that every single time that we pass
one-size-fits-all legislation giving a
great deal of authority to the Wash-
ington-based bureaucracies, our small
businesses bear the brunt of this ineffi-
ciency.

OMB recently report to Congress
that the annual cost of major Federal
regulations issued between 1992 and
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2002 are estimated to cost between $38
billion and $44 billion. This means that
Americans spend about $1.50 in compli-
ance cost for every one dollar in tax
cost devoted to regulation. Moreover,
it means that every dollar of direct
budget expenditure devoted to regu-
latory activity, the private sector
spends $45 dollars in compliance. This
overregulation of businesses puts us at
a competitive disadvantage with the
rest of the world and places an unnec-
essary limit on our economy.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, the code of
Federal regulations extends 19 feet, and
from 1991 to 2000 the number of pages
in the CFR increased by 28.1 percent. I
am glad Congress is looking at ways to
pare back this overwhelming bureauc-
racy, and I urge all of my colleagues to
support this rule for these five bills to
keep American businesses competitive
in the global marketplace and to keep
American jobs here at home. I urge all
of my colleagues to support this rule
and the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume, and I thank the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) for
yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, just as a very brief re-
sponse to my colleague from Texas, I
find it strange that he would use the
term that the regulatory measures
that are set in place to protect Amer-
ican workers puts us at some competi-
tive disadvantage; and I would just
wonder, are we at a competitive dis-
advantage with countries that have
children as young as 9 and 10, 11 years
old working? Are we at a competitive
disadvantage with countries that have
no concern for their workers who die in
substantial numbers in plants and
mines? That is what separates us from
the rest of the world. We are better
than that.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
opposition to this closed rule and all
five of the underlying pieces of legisla-
tion that it encompasses. For those
who did not hear me the first time, I
said five pieces of legislation under one
rule.

This is sort of the blue light special
or the supersized rule, Mr. Speaker,
five for the price of one. When we look
at the number of amendments made in
order under this rule, they total five as
well and only one is from a Democrat.
Republicans have taken their sheer
wrong-headedness to a whole new level
with this rule. My outrage and the out-
rage of all in the minority is as much
about process as it is about policy.
Pure partisan politics never produces
sound public policy, and election year
politics and messaging have no place in
the people’s House. Yet that is all the
majority seems interested in.

The political score Republicans are
seeking to settle with their barrage of
anti-working class legislation is not
going to be fulfilled by stifling debate
and blocking Democrats out of the
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process. Republicans are calling this
the ‘“OSHA Fairness Package.” Fair
for whom? The only victims I see here
are not only the Democratic Party; it
is the American worker that it is un-
fair to.

For the last 3 weeks, Republicans
have come to the floor to pass what
they call middle-class tax relief. They
said they were the party of the middle
class and they stand for working-class
values. They said they care about the
well-being of America’s working fami-
lies. How disingenuous they are, Mr.
Speaker.

Four of the five underlying pieces of
legislation represent a buffet of roll-
backs in our laws governing working
conditions. To quote the United Auto
Workers on just one of the four bills:
“This legislation would give unprece-
dented and unwarranted authority to
the Occupational Safety and Health
Review Council to take away workers
workplace health and safety.”

Mr. Speaker, do we have an over-
whelming epidemic in this country of
unfair workplace lawsuits that I do not
know about? The judicial process for
violations in workplace health and
safety standards has been in place in
this country of ours for nearly 30 years.
It is fair and most importantly it pro-
tects the rights of workers. Yet two of
the four wunderlying bills affecting
OSHA standards are coming as a direct
result of recent court rulings that Re-
publicans and their corporate friends
do not agree with. The other two are
aimed at stacking the OSHA commis-
sion with anti-worker commissioners
and creating a system where only those
who can afford legal representation
will be permitted to file a complaint
with the workplace safety and health
board. A direct attack on American
juris prudence is one of the measures
that would allow that, if OSHA brings
a complaint, OSHA must pay if it loses.
I think that is also the American tax-
payer.

Apparently, Republicans’ new policy
is when the courts rule against you,
legislate against the courts. When one
of the senior Democrats of the Com-
mittee on Education and the Work-
force, my good friend, the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE), came be-
fore this body, and he has served here
for 30 years and is known throughout
the country as a champion of working-
class Americans, he came to the Com-
mittee on Rules yesterday on behalf of
the gentleman from California (Mr.
GEORGE MILLER), the ranking member,
and Republicans denied him the oppor-
tunity to offer a substitute to legislate
what came out of his committee.

The majority protects their chair-
man’s amendment, but they fail to ex-
tend the same courtesy and respect to
the ranking member. Had the majority
made the Miller substitute in order or
the Kildee substitute in order, the
House could have done something
today that would have actually bene-
fited working-class Americans. We
could have had a real debate about the
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minimum wage, and we could have
taken a vote and found out where
Members really stand on the issue on
whether workers in this country ought
to get incrementally over a period of
time $7 an hour instead of the current
$5.15 cents an hour.

It is kind of hard to make ends meet
with gasoline being $2 a gallon and a
person is being paid $5.15, while we here
in the House have raised our wages six
times since people that work at the
minimum wage have had an increase.
Perhaps the majority is blocking what
it knows it cannot defeat; or better
yet, perhaps the majority is just pro-
tecting its Members from taking a vote
that will show their true colors. Shame
on them and shame on this body if it
allows this assault on American work-
ers to continue.

Some may suggest that it is just
class warfare. Mr. Speaker, I simply
point out that Democrats do not rule
in this town, and we certainly did not
start the fight. But if the majority
thinks that we are going to sit idly by
and allow this barrage of attacks on
America’s working class, then they
have another thought coming to them.
We are just not quite ready to give up
on our country yet and certainly not
ready to give up on our workers and
the least among us who are working-
class Americans, many of whom, 33
million or 44 million uninsured people
in this country, are working Americans
and here we are taking measures that
are likely to impact all of them.

I urge my colleagues to oppose this
closed rule. And this is the 25th of our
rules with only one being open, and I
ask my colleagues to reject the under-
lying piece of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the gen-
tleman talking about the true colors
that the Republican Party presents not
only today but every single day that
we are on this floor of the House of
Representatives, because our special
interest is our taxpayers and the work-
ing men and women of this country
who keep it going and will continue to
work for the special interests of the
Republican Party to ensure that Amer-
ica has not only a sound economy but
opportunities to where people can live
the American dream.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER),
the gentleman that leads our party in
this effort, the gentleman who is the
chairman of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
for the opportunity today to have this
debate on how to bring some more eq-
uitable regulations over at OSHA.
Small employers are the engine of job
creation in America and for employers
of 100 or less, they create about 70 per-
cent of the new jobs that we see in our
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country each and every day. Yet these
same employers are the ones that are
dealing with the ever-rapidly rising
cost of health insurance premiums for
their employees, the cost of govern-
ment regulations. They see competi-
tion not only from their neighbors
down the street but competition from
far beyond our seas. And if we want
this engine of economic growth to con-
tinue to create jobs in America, we as
Members of Congress ought to be look-
ing at laws and regulations that affect
their ability to compete both at home
and abroad.

I want to congratulate my colleague
from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD), the chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Work-
force Protections. He and the members
of his subcommittee did a marvelous
job in looking at OSHA.

Now, we have made great strides at
OSHA over the last 5 or 6 years in
terms of OSHA, a government agency,
charged with protecting worker health
and safety, working in a more coopera-
tive way with employers all across the
country. And what has happened? We
have seen workplace injuries and acci-
dents decrease. And this voluntary co-
operation that we have under way, we
believe can be enhanced by the four un-
derlying bills that we bring to the floor
today, whether it is giving the review
commission a little more flexibility in
looking at some regulations; whether
it is expanding the review commission
so they can speed up the adjudication
of disputes between employers and
OSHA; or whether it is to say to OSHA,
before you bring a lawsuit against a
small employer, you ought to consider
the impact on it and what it does to
the small employer, because if you
bring this suit against a small em-
ployer and you lose, you ought to pay
the legal costs for the employer.

A lot of small employers do not want
to take on the Federal Government, do
not want to take on the U.S. Treasury
or OSHA even if they think they are
right because of the giant expense in-
volved. Most of these businesses do not
have the kind of capital that big busi-
nesses have; and as a result, they are
reluctant to really adjudicate what
they think is a legitimate claim. And
we believe that if OSHA would have to
pay those fees if they lose, it would
bring more balance to this relationship
between OSHA and the employers and
maintain the cooperative spirit that we
have seen grow over the last 5 or 6
years.

So the four bills that we have before
us I think will enhance worker safety,
will enhance competitiveness for small
companies. We ought to have a debate
today, and I think the rule outlines a
very fair process for the consideration
of these four bills; and I would urge my
colleagues not only to support the rule
today but to support the four under-
lying bills that we are bringing to the
floor under it.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, before I yield to my
friend, I will just respond to the chair-
man that if this is such a great worker-
protection measure, why is it that no
group that is a proponent of worker
protection favors this measure? I just
find that passing strange. I yield to the
chairman to answer me if there is any
worker group that I do not know about.

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I yield to
the gentleman from Ohio.

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, I think
the gentleman realizes that here in
Washington we do two things every
day: We do public policy which rep-
resents the work we are bringing to the
floor today; and, unfortunately, we
also do politics.
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This being a presidential election
year, much less a congressional elec-
tion year, means there is an awful lot
of politics being played by some of the
opponents of political opponents that
we might have; but I think if my col-
leagues were to look at the four under-
lying bills, my colleagues will see
today that we will have broad bipar-
tisan support for all four of these bills.
Why? Because they are merely money
sense.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, reclaiming my time, the gen-
tleman did not answer my question. Is
there a group of proponents of workers’
rights that support these measures? Is
the answer yes or no?

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, if the
gentleman will continue to yield, the
bigger proponent of protecting work-
ers’ rights are employers, because
American employers understand that
the single greatest asset they have are
the men and women who work for them
each and every day.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I think I know the answer.
The answer is ‘“‘no,” and I thank the
gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 7 minutes to the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
OWENS), who does know something
about this measure as the ranking
member of the Subcommittee on Work-
force Protections, my good friend.

(Mr. OWENS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I am here
to protest, first of all, the package, the
packaging process, the rules process.
Lumping five bills together, four of
them dealing with OSHA matters,
there is an effort to trivialize, to mini-
mize and to make invisible this par-
ticular, very serious action being taken
against working families and organized
labor.

Working families need the protection
of the government in the workplace.
They are vulnerable and they are often
victimized. The overwhelming number
of business people in America are fair-
minded, the small business people as
well as corporations, but there is a per-
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centage, which is far too large, that is
greedy, selfish and always seeking to
get more profits by exploiting workers.

The highest cost of most of these
businesses is the labor costs. To drive
down the labor costs they will do al-
most anything. It is not enlightened
self-interest, because they are really
making profits, but they want more
and more.

This package that is being presented
on OSHA I call the ‘“more injuries and
more deaths package’ because the end
product of chipping away at OSHA pro-
visions is to create a situation where
more workers out there are left vulner-
able to injuries and to death.

This majority party started its offen-
sive against the working class or work-
ing families with a very brutal and ob-