E926

of World War Il. Mr. De la Vina was assigned
to the United States Air Force and honorably
served his country as a staff sergeant and me-
chanic for the B-26 Bomber. Later, he was
assigned to B—29 squadrons participating in
the Pacific Theater and was stationed in
Guam and Tinian Island. After the war, he re-
turned back to Edinburg and the familiar sur-
roundings of the classroom. It was then soon
after, Mr. De la Vina met and married a fellow
educator, Miss Grace Watkins. From this lov-
ing marriage of 39 years, came one son and
three grandsons.

Robert’s dedication to the Edinburg public
schools spans more than four decades. He
served not only as a teacher, but as an Assist-
ant Principal and Director of Special Services
for the school district. After 37 years of com-
mitment to the education and enrichment of
the children from the Edinburg school district,
he retired with numerous honors. Within a
couple years of his retirement, Mr. De la Viha
took his vision and passion for public edu-
cation back to the community and ran for
School Board Trustee. He served his commu-
nity as Trustee for six years, giving a total of
43 years to the Edinburg School District and
the community of Edinburg. His legacy and
those of fellow De la Vina educators in South
Texas, however, lives on, as March 23, 1986,
marked the dedication of De la Viha Elemen-
tary School in Edinburg. On Robert’'s 85th
birthday, the Mayor of Edinburg officially rec-
ognized his commitment to the city and people
of Edinburg and proclaimed April 9, 1999:
“Robert De la Vina Sr. Day.”

Another phase of Robert De la Vina’s life
has been his devotion to his faith. Growing up
in one of the founding family’s of El Buen Pas-
tor Methodist Church in Edinburg, Robert has
helped the Church expand from the few fami-
lies that assembled at his father's house to the
hundreds that congregate today. Robert has
actively participated in all phases of the
Church’s activities since his confirmation in
1926, such as Board Member, Choir and
Youth Director and Sunday school teacher, a
position he cherished for more than 30 years.
Even to this day, Mr. De la Vina can be heard
performing many of his original religious musi-
cal compositions on the piano at El Buen Pas-
tor.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Robert R. De la Vina, as
the oldest living member of a family that was
designated a “Bicentennial Family” in 1976 by
the American Historical Society, has touched
the lives of so many people in South Texas.
On April 9th of this year, Mr. De La Vina cele-
brated his 90th birthday. | urge my colleagues
to join me in recognizing his dedication to pub-
lic education and his decades of service to
South Texas and this nation.

———

WALNUT CANYON STUDY ACT OF
2004

HON. RICK RENZI

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Walnut Canyon Study Act of 2004.
The Walnut Canyon National Monument
was originally designated by Presidential proc-
lamation on November 30, 1915, to protect
Sinaguan cliff dwellings. Since the original
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designation, the Walnut Canyon National
Monument has been expanded to include
3,580 acres to protect additional ruins adja-
cent to the Monument.

In the past few years, several groups have
proposed expanding the Monument with sur-
rounding Forest Service land and designating
this expanded area as a National Park. To fur-
ther explore the options of the Walnut Canyon
National Monument and potential inclusion of
this expanded area, | have introduced the
Walnut Canyon Study Act.

The Walnut Canyon Study Act of 2004 di-
rects the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to jointly conduct a study
on the management of certain land adjacent to
the Walnut Canyon National Monument.

Coconino County and the City of Flagstaff
have both passed resolutions supporting fur-
ther review and study of the management op-
tions for the Walnut Canyon National Monu-
ment. In both resolutions, support for maintain-
ing certain public uses in the Monument was
relayed, as well as the need for the protection
of the resources in the Monument.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation provides for
public input into any recommendation that is
forwarded by the Secretary of the Interior and
the Secretary of Agriculture. Within the study,
the legislation requires the Secretaries to look
at the management objectives of the Forest
Service and the National Park Service, as well
as the opportunities for maintaining existing
public uses, such as grazing, hunting and
recreation. In addition, my version of this legis-
lation ensures that any appropriation made
available in this legislation will not affect the
amounts made available for Forest Service or
National Park Service activities in the State of
Arizona.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port the Walnut Canyon Study Act of 2004. My
intent in introducing this legislation is to help
resolve the question of future management of
the Walnut Canyon National Monument.

TRIBUTE TO FLOYD STEWART

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | pay tribute today to a close, per-
sonal friend of mine, Floyd Stewart. He is a
man of great integrity and character, and | join
today with family and friends in honoring his
remarkable achievements throughout his life.

Floyd served admirably in the armed forces
during WWII and fought on the front lines of
our military for 11 months. He was stationed
in Normandy and Luxembourg during this time
and was a member of the Combat Engineers,
Unit 148. He was also a soldier in the Battle
of the Bulge, the largest land battle of World
War Il featuring over 500,000 Americans and
over 80,000 casualties.

Throughout his time serving our nation,
Floyd exhibited tremendous passion, pride,
and a deep resolve to fight for the freedoms
that we, as Americans, have been fortunate to
experience. He continues to be respected
member of his community and beloved mem-
ber of his family. His kind and passionate spirit
are an incredible resource and blessing to
those who know him.
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| have had the distinct privilege of enjoying
Floyd Stewart's friendship for several years
now. | have played golf with him at EI Rancho
Verde Golf Club, where he is a member, and
seen firsthand his generosity of spirit and love
for his fellow man.

It gives me no greater pleasure than joining
today with family and friends in paying tribute
to this great man. His unselfish duty to our
country should not be overlooked. He is a
symbol of all that we, as Americans, strive to
be and | present to him today my steadfast
thanks for his service.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF FALLEN SOL-
DIERS FOR SPECIAL MEMORIAL
DAY TRIBUTE

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, ninety years
ago this month, President Woodrow Wilson
stood in the Brooklyn Navy Yard and said of
America’s fallen soldiers: “We are expected to
put the utmost energy, of every power that we
have, into the service of our fellow men, never
sparing ourselves, not condescending to think
of what is going to happen to ourselves, but
ready, if need be, to go to the utter length of
self-sacrifice.”

Today, American troops are again in harm’s
way risking their lives in defense of freedom
and democracy. In Afghanistan and Irag, we
are confronting forces opposed to these val-
ues. They represent the darkness of oppres-
sion, fanaticism and fear. But America—led by
its troops—will prevail. To those brave men
and women who have given their lives in this
pursuit, | join my colleagues in recognizing
their noble sacrifice.

——————

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE
GRAND LEDGE ISLAND RES-
TORATION PROJECT FOR WIN-
NING THE 2004 STATE OF MICHI-
GAN COMMUNITY ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD

HON. NICK SMITH

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the community of Grand
Ledge, Michigan for the successful completion
of the Island Park Restoration Project. For the
past five years, countless individuals and
groups have persistently worked with patience
and pride to restore the luster of the cultural,
recreational, and economic gem nestled in the
heart of Grand Ledge.

The Island Park is a 2.5-acre recreation fa-
cility in downtown Grand Ledge. It is an inte-
gral part of Grand Ledge’s history and culture,
and it serves as one of the city’s main tourist
attractions. Beginning in the 1870s, Grand
Ledge was characterized as a charming sum-
mer resort town situated on the banks of the
majestic Grand River. The principal attraction
was the picturesque scenery, with intermingled
cliff, river, and island views. As many as 12
trainloads of visitors from across the state
would visit the city each day.
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Today, the economics of tourism is just as
important to Grand Ledge as it was over 125
years ago. An estimated $1 million is gen-
erated annually for the community from events
held at the Island Park, such as the Color
Cruise & Island Festival, the Island Art Fair,
and the Mudge’s Follies variety show.

The Island Restoration Project began in ear-
nest when the city received a Clean Michigan
Initiative grant from the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources in 2001. Of the
$666,000 needed for the project, the state pro-
vided $455,000 and Grand Ledge contributed
$211,000, including $90,000 from community
donations. The vast restoration, erosion con-
trol, and landscaping was done during the
spring, summer, and fall of 2003. The work in-
cluded adding pathways, new grass, new
trees, decorative iron benches and lampposts,
electrical and water conduits, gazebo restora-
tion, and a viewing area with benches. The
completed project is a culmination of five
years of meticulous community planning, fan-
tastic grant writing, creative fund raising, and
extensive cooperation.

Grand Ledge Island Restoration Project
Steering Committee members included Gray-
don Briggs, Karla Chamberlain, Rich Cissel,
Steve Graszler, Susan Sasse, Tim Sattler,
Kalmin Smith, Mike Stevens, Pete Stoughton,
Mary Suurmeyer, Warren Wells, Cathy Wilhm,
Don Willems, and Kay Wyszynski. These are
extremely civic-minded individuals who also
serve as members of the City Council, the
Planning Commission, the Parks and Recre-
ation Commission, the Chamber of Com-
merce, the Downtown Development Authority,
and the Historical Society. City Administrator
Jon Bayless and Parks and Recreation Com-
mission Chairman Marv Hummel handled the
day-to-day details and kept the project on
track.

On behalf of the United States Congress, it
is with great pleasure that | rise today to ex-
tend our highest praise and congratulations to
the community of Grand Ledge, Michigan for
restoring the Island Park for all to enjoy.

——————

TRIBUTE TO DEPUTY MARSHAL
DEVANIE AND DEPUTY SHERIFF
SMITH

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, last week
this Congress recognized the contributions
and sacrifices made by law enforcement offi-
cers and we honored the fallen heroes during
National Police Week. | rise today to remem-
ber two law enforcement officers from my dis-
trict in Louisiana whose lives were lost in the
line of duty in 2003.

The men and women of our police forces
are the defenders of our families, our homes
and our communities, and swear an oath to
protect and serve so that we may live in
peace and safety. Last week, law enforcement
officers gathered with the families of officers
killed in the line of duty to honor the commit-
ment of our nation’s police forces and to re-
member those they have lost.
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Deputy Marshal Glen Devanie was respond-
ing to a call for backup from the Alexandria
City Marshal's Office and was killed in an
automobile accident. Deputy Sheriff Randy
Smith was shot and killed while trying to ap-
prehend a parish jail escapee in Mamou, Lou-
isiana. The names of Deputy Marshal Devanie
and Deputy Sheriff Smith were unveiled to
their families and colleagues at the Candlelight
Vigil at the National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial. We will never adequately express
our gratitude, and our sympathies, to the sac-
rifice of these two officers.

| wish to extend to the families of Deputy
Marshal Devanie and Deputy Sheriff Smith my
sympathies for their loss and the recognition
of these two men as true heroes. | express to
the men and women in law enforcement our
profound gratitude, for their exhibitions of
bravery and the sacrifices they are called to
make. As these noble men and women sac-
rifice for a pledge to protect and to serve, it is
our duty to honor them, past, present and fu-
ture, to the highest degree.

HONORING THE LIFE OF PAULINE
GONZALEZ

HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, it is a great
honor to stand before you to pay tribute to
Pauline Gonzalez, a dedicated public servant,
a loving wife and mother, and a role model for
all. Pauline Gonzalez of Edinburg passed
away on Monday, April 26, after a long illness.
She will be remembered for her dedication to
her family, her commitment to public service,
and her passion for politics. She will be deeply
missed by her family, friends, and colleagues.

Mrs. Gonzalez was born in Edinburg, Texas
on March 16, 1927, to Francisco and Paula
Garza. She was orphaned at a young age and
was reared by her maternal grandmother,
Gregoria Perez, her aunt, Segunda Perez, and
her eldest sister, Hermencia. Her experiences
as a young girl instilled the importance of fam-
ily in her, and her commitment to those she
loved never faltered.

In 1948, Mrs. Gonzalez married Jose Noe
Gonzalez Sr. and together they had three chil-
dren: Jose Noe Jr., Lucy, and Martha. Along
with her dedication to family, Mrs. Gonzalez
was a firm believer in the value of a good edu-
cation. She attended Edinburg public schools,
graduated from Edinburg High School, and de-
spite the odds against her, pursued higher
education at Edinburg Junior College. She in-
stilled in her children the importance of edu-
cation and it paid off. Her three children fol-
lowed her example. Martha Salazar is Hidalgo
County’s purchasing agent, Lucy Canales is
an Edinburg-based attorney, and Noe Gon-
zalez Jr. is a successful businessman.

Pauline began her career in 1945 as a dep-
uty clerk for the Hidalgo County District Clerk’s
office. In 1960, after fifteen years of service,
she left her position to devote more time to
her family. She was very active with her
church and many civic organizations, including

E927

the Hospital Auxiliary, the Hidalgo County His-
torical Museum and the Freddy Gonzalez
American Legion Post 408 Auxiliary

In 1982, once her children were enrolled in
college, she returned to the world of work and
politics. Mrs. Gonzalez ran for and was elect-
ed District Clerk of Hidalgo County. Her victory
made her one of the first women elected to of-
fice in the county. She broke through the bar-
rier of a male dominated political world, but in
her own special way. Her trademark high
heels and lipstick were the perfect symbol for
a woman whose elegance was not over-
shadowed by her ability to get things done.
Her willingness to listen, her honesty and sin-
cerity, and her commitment to her constituents
to instill a confidence in their public officials,
and she was solidly elected year after year.
Mrs. Gonzalez’s work ethic earned her the re-
spect of her colleagues and the admiration of
the people she dutifully served. She epito-
mized what every public servant should strive
to be—accessible and willing to go the extra
mile.

Above everything, it was Pauline’s near per-
fect balance of determination and gracious-
ness that made her a beloved member of her
community. She was a dear friend, a lovely
lady, and a devoted public servant who will be
greatly missed by all. May she rest in peace.

——————

COMPETITIVENESS AGENDA

HON. RICK RENZI

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 20, 2004

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, last week Repub-
licans kicked off an eight-week Competitive-
ness Agenda by bringing legislation to the
floor that addressed staggering health care
costs faced by American businesses. This
week, we voted to streamline the government
compliance process and increase competitive-
ness in today’s worldwide economy. By elimi-
nating unnecessary government regulation, we
took action, helping business owners across
the nation to reduce countless hours and re-
sources sacrificed to comply with unnecessary
red tape.

Mr. Speaker, small businesses dispropor-
tionately bear the burden of government regu-
lation costs. The U.S. Small Business Asso-
ciation estimates that in 2000, small busi-
nesses with 20 or fewer employees faced an
annual regulatory burden of approximately
$6,975 per employee. That is almost two
thirds more than the $4,463 estimated for
large firms. We also know that these small
businesses are the Number One jobs creators
in the United States accounting for 60 to 80
percent of new jobs. In other words, nearly 8
out of 10 jobs created in this economy come
from the very business owners being strangled
by regulation costs.

Common-sense regulatory reforms will help
reduce costs to American businesses, allowing
them to compete in the global market and
bring careers to those bright Americans seek-
ing them. Mr. Speaker, | thank my colleagues
for voting to eliminate unnecessary bureau-
cratic red tape.
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