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the record suggests that the government
simply cannot be trusted. Even as it was
claiming that the situation in Darfur was
stable, its Janjaweed allies killed several
dozen people on May 22. Allowing better ac-
cess to aid groups will mean little if the mi-
litias continue to run rampant in the coun-
tryside.

What is needed now is a U.N. Security
Council resolution mandating unrestricted
humanitarian access to Darfur and laying
the groundwork for the displaced Darfurians
to return home safely. The Security Council
should invoke the collective obligation to
prevent genocide as well as its authority to
maintain international peace and security,
which is threatened by Janjaweed incursions
into Chad and conflicts between the Chadian
and Sudanese militaries. A statement issued
by the Security Council on May 25, express-
ing ‘‘grave concern’ about Darfur, is a step
in the right direction. But it is no substitute
for a formal resolution.

The United States has been lobbying in the
Security Council, but it cannot do it alone.
Darfur presents an opportunity for Secretary
General Kofi Annan to avoid a repetition of
the United Nations’ failures during the
Rwanda genocide of a decade ago, when
warnings of mass murder were ignored. In-
deed, in marking the 10th anniversary of the
start of the Rwanda genocide on April 7,
Annan said that reports from Darfur filled
him ‘“‘with a sense of deep foreboding.”’

Since then, however, he has said little in
public other than to welcome Khartoum’s
promise to ease restrictions on international
relief. His reticence is all the more remark-
able because other U.N. officials, such as
Mukesh Kapila, until recently the top U.N.
humanitarian official in Sudan, have been
outspoken in sounding the alarm.

Annan must say, simply, ‘“This must stop”
and use all his skill, energy and influence to
forge an international consensus to back up
that statement. To do otherwise, to welcome
empty gestures from perpetrators of the
gravest abuses, merely encourages them to
continue to murder and pillage.

During both the Holocaust and the Rwanda
genocide, warnings were received and ig-
nored. Today we say ‘‘never again.” The
question now is whether we will ignore the
warnings while the Africans of Darfur perish
and then—once again—say ‘‘never again.”” Or
will we act while lives can still be saved?
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
it is a tremendous honor to salute our soldiers
of tomorrow—the service academy bound stu-
dents of the Third District of Texas. This dis-
trict of Texas is home to some of the best and
the brightest young people.

I’'m truly confident that they are ready to join
the premier military force of the world. It is a
privilege to send such fine young people on to
our nation’s prestigious service academies.

We lift them and their families up in prayer
for their future service and ssacrifices.

God bless them and God bless America. |
salute them.

The appointees and their hometowns follow.
THIRD CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT—SERVICE
ACADEMY APPOINTMENTS
U.S. MILITARY ACADEMY

Ryan Brence, Plano, Texas, Plano Senior
High School; Katherine Palesky, Plano,
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Texas, Plano Senior High School; Steven
Solaja, Dallas, Texas, Episcopal School of
Dallas.
U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY

Travis Atkins, Allen, Texas, Allen High
School; Michelle Ellenburg, Frisco, Texas
Frisco High School.

U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY

David Jung, Garland, Texas, Garland High

School; Kelly Lewis, Plano, Texas, Plano

West Senior High School; Christopher
Mahan, Rowlett, Texas, Garland High
School; Price Paramore, Allen, Texas,

Allen High School; Blake Shaid, Richard-
son, Texas, Berkner High School; Theodore
Shiveley, Plano, Texas, Plano East Senior
High School; Aubrey Sperier, Frisco,
Texas, Frisco High School.
U.S. MERCHANT MARINE ACADEMY
Amy Harman, Garland, Texas, Naaman
Forest High School; Robert Williams, Plano,
Texas, Plano West Senior High School.

——————
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Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, the recently
celebrated Memorial Day Holiday was a re-
minder for all Americans to unite behind our
Commander-in-Chief and support our soldiers.
The men and women who valiantly and self-
lessly fought to rid the world of the evil Iraqi
regime and today continue in the fight against
terrorism deserve our support and even more,
our gratitude and admiration. Alabama has a
strong representation in the war on terror
through the activation of the Alabama Army
and Air National Guard as well as our citizens
who serve in the Armed Forces full time. Op-
eration Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi
Freedom are noble pursuits that will protect
the United States from the threat of terrorism
and will bring democracy to a region of the
world that so desperately needs assistance.

As the father of a Marine, | can sympathize
with the concerns and fears faced by families
of those who have loved ones fighting the
global war on terrorism. In the unfortunate
case where a member of our military sacrifices
his or her life to preserve our values of liberty
and freedom, it is our duty to offer sympathy
and support for the family and friends of our
fallen heroes. Nineteen Alabamians have
made the ultimate sacrifice and will never be
forgotten:

Aubrey Bell, Tuskegee.

John E. Brown, Troy.

Paul J. Bueche, Daphne.

Armed Cason, McCalla.

William Channell, Tuscaloosa.

Timothy M. Conneway, Enterprise.

Jeremy D. Foshee, Pisgah.

Charles G. Haight, Jacksonville.

Brian Hazelgrove, Fort Rucker.

Stephen D. Hiller, Opelika.

Howard Johnson, II, Mobile.

Phillip Johnson, Alabama.

Jason D. Jordan, Elba.

Cedric Lennon, West Blocton,

Mark O’Steen, Alabama.

Kelley Prewitt, Birmingham.

John T. Sims, Alexander City.

Christopher M. Taylor, Daphne.

Christopher R. Willoughby, Phoenix City.

As we remember the veterans of World War
Il who were known as the “Greatest Genera-
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tion”, those who have fallen in the war on ter-
ror remind us that our military and those who
serve in it have not lost their greatness. | have
the utmost respect for these servicemen and
women and their families. God bless our
troops.

RETIREMENT OF WILLIAM OROS
HON. NANCY L. JOHNSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 2004

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the conclusion of
an outstanding educator’s career in the State
of Connecticut. With the retirement of William
Oros, Connecticut is losing a respected and
dedicated educator who has committed more
than three decades of his life to the enlighten-
ment of Connecticut’s youth.

Over 36 years of service to Connecticut
education, Mr. Oros has left an everlasting im-
pression on his students. From his direct con-
tact with the youth of Connecticut's Northwest
Corner as a science and math teacher in
Cornwall, to his leadership as Supervising
Principal at the Cornwall Consolidated Ele-
mentary School, Mr. Oros has deeply affected
the lives of each of his pupils. His ability to in-
fluence the lives of young students has been
unparalleled.

Moreover, Mr. Oros has achieved undying
respect from his students and peers alike.
Most recently, as Assistant Superintendent of
Schools for the New Fairfield School District,
Mr. Oros has worked with staff to develop in-
service training programs and professional de-
velopment for educators, as well as serving as
a resource of support and assistance for indi-
viduals who serve in all areas of education.
Mr. Oros’ exemplary leadership throughout his
extended career is an example for all to fol-
low, not just in the field of education, but for
anyone concerned with the future of our state
and Nation.

The enthusiasm and dedication Mr. Oros
displays towards the educating of the youth in
Connecticut has been both commendable and
contagious. It is imperative for individuals such
as he to nurture the growth of tommorow’s
leaders. | wish Mr. Oros the best towards a
happy and healthy retirement.

————

IN MEMORY OF GERTRUDE
HOLDER

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 8, 2004

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | stand today to
celebrate the memory of Gertrude Holder, who
recently passed away on the 30th of May at
the age of 85. Gertrude was a dedicated cit-
izen who served her Nation and community
throughout her life. A daughter of Russian im-
migrants, for 35 years Ms. Holder helped fed-
eral agencies of the United States better serve
the public while employed by the General
Services Administration. As a retiree, she con-
tinued to benefit her surrounding citizens. She
could be often found volunteering to help vot-
ers at the polling place of her local senior citi-
zens’ center in Revere, Massachusetts.
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