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for principles and causes that, before 
his Presidency, were considered heresy. 
Balanced budgets, tax cuts, smaller 
government, and a robust national de-
fense were the hallmarks of his ide-
ology, and he never shied away from 
articulating and fighting for those 
views. 

He proudly became the father of po-
litical conservatism and made it pos-
sible for people like me to become a 
Member of Congress. In the late 1970s 
and early 1980s, those who espoused 
conservative political views had few 
outlets from which to share their phi-
losophies, but Reagan ushered in an era 
of conservatism whose tide has yet to 
wane. The makeup of today’s political 
world is due, in large part, to the leg-
acy of Ronald Reagan. 

f 

PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, what 
distinguished President Reagan among 
American Presidents in the last cen-
tury? Where many Chief Executives 
saw gray and moral relativism on the 
international landscape, he saw good 
and evil, right and wrong. 

What relationship should we in the 
United States have with the Soviet 
Union, a tyranny that trampled free-
dom, starved its people, imprisoned 
dissidents, choked its economy and 
wrapped its tentacles around its neigh-
bors? Do we engage them? Do we fight 
them in one corner of the world while 
doing business with them in the other? 
Can we coexist under the constant 
threat of mutual destruction and end-
less arms races? Do we practice de-
tente, containment? 

Ronald Reagan was the President 
who said, Americans cannot live like 
this, and I do not think the world’s 
other citizens should. The day he stood 
at the Berlin Wall and defiantly chal-
lenged the Soviet tyranny with the un-
forgettable words, Mr. Gorbachev, tear 
down this wall, was the beginning of 
the end of the Cold War. God bless 
President Reagan. 

f 

PROGRESS IN THE FREEDOM OF 
IRAQ 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, in the 
midst of our national loss, gain. In the 
progress of freedom in Iraq, after 
months of sacrifice by U.S. and coali-
tion forces, yesterday the United Na-
tions Security Council agreed unani-
mously to a resolution outlining a free 
and democratic future for the people of 
Iraq. 

By a 15 to 0 vote, which included 
France, Germany and Russia, the 
United Nations agreed to declare a for-
mal end to occupation on June 30 and 

set into motion the process of an in-
terim and permanent democracy in 
Iraq. 

Make no mistake about it, Mr. 
Speaker, international approval of the 
progress of freedom in Iraq is a victory 
for this President and, I would add, a 
fitting tribute to the President in 
whose memory we will gather later 
today. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO PRESIDENT 
RONALD WILSON REAGAN 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this morning with so many of my 
friends to pay tribute to the 40th Presi-
dent of the United States, Ronald Wil-
son Reagan, and to extend my condo-
lences to his wife Nancy and to his 
family. 

President Reagan will always be re-
membered as the architect of policies 
that ended the Cold War, peace through 
strength. He more than anyone else 
was directly responsible for giving us 
the possibility of a world that could 
live in peace. He ended the Cold War. 
He ended the threat of hostilities be-
tween the United States and Russia, 
and he brought an end to the Soviet 
domination in Eastern Europe. 

He unleashed the power of the Amer-
ican economy. Yes, it cost money to 
defeat the Soviet Union. It cost money 
to defeat Soviet tyranny, but in the 
long run, was it worth it? You bet it 
was, for this generation and for the 
generations to come. 

f 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN WAS 
AN INSPIRATION 

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, President 
Ronald Reagan was an inspiration to 
me and millions of others throughout 
the U.S. and even all over the world. 
He saw the American dream come true 
in his life, rising from humble begin-
nings and achieving great, great suc-
cess in almost every way. 

He will certainly go down in history 
as one of our greatest Presidents, but 
his greatness may have been achieved 
in large part because, as one of his 
closest friends said a couple of days 
ago, he did not worry about how his-
tory would view him. 

It has been said his greatest legacy 
will be leading us to victory in the Cold 
War, but his domestic achievements 
were great, too, especially in lowering 
taxes and helping curb the greed of 
government. 

I had the privilege of meeting Presi-
dent Reagan on many occasions, start-
ing when he was Governor of Cali-
fornia. He was always so kind to me 
and to everyone, and possibly one of 
his greatest attributes may have been 

in showing us that you can have strong 
views on important issues, but still 
treat opponents with kindness, com-
passion and even good humor. 

We are all better people, Mr. Speak-
er, because of the life and example of 
President Ronald Reagan. 

f 

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN WAS 
LIVING PROOF THAT IDEAS WIN 
BATTLES 
(Mr. EHLERS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, for many 
years I have heard comments about the 
power of ideas. I learned as a youngster 
that the pen is mightier than the sword 
and that there is nothing so powerful 
as an idea whose time has come. Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan demonstrated that 
these and similar statements, are true. 
He was living proof that ideas win bat-
tles. 

He was not regarded as an intellec-
tual, but yet he understood the impor-
tance of the basic, simple ideas that 
this country is founded upon, the ideas 
of peace and freedom, freedom to wor-
ship, freedom to speak, freedom of the 
press, but he also went beyond that. He 
recognized that these are not ends in 
themselves, but these are means to an 
end, and freedom to worship is mean-
ingless unless you use it to worship. 
Freedom of the press is meaningless 
unless you use it to print ideas that are 
for the betterment of the Nation. 

Simple ideas, valiantly fought for. 
With grace, charm and a twinkle in his 
eye, he succeeded where others had 
failed. He inspired a troubled Nation. 
He brought us together. He conquered 
the symbolic Iron Curtain and brought 
it down, along with the very real Ber-
lin Wall. He led to nuclear disar-
mament, the greatest threat to human-
ity during his tenure. 

I rise today to thank President 
Reagan for what he did for this coun-
try, for the ideas he fought for and the 
transformation he made in the culture 
and the attitudes of this Nation. 

f 

RONALD REAGAN DEFINED THE 
AMERICAN DREAM 

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, we rise 
today with solemn hearts for the loss 
of an American hero, a man with an op-
timistic vision of this country that was 
infectious. I stand as an individual who 
felt the energy of the Reagan era. 

As a 19-year-old in 1980, I attended 
my first Republican convention where 
Ronald Reagan accepted the GOP nom-
ination for President. My first vote for 
President was for Ronald Reagan, and I 
spent the beginning of adulthood under 
the spirit of a man who defined the 
American dream. 

Today we stand in awe of a life of 
passion and accomplishment. Ronald 
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